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Idomenee  raconte  a  Mentor  fa  confance  en  Protejilas ,  iff  Its 
artifices  de  ce  favori,  qui  etoit  de  concert  avec  (Timocrate 
pour  faire  perir  Pbijocles,  Iff  pour  letrabir  lui-?neme  : 
il  lui  a<voue  que  prevenu  par  ces  deux,  hommes  contre 
Pbilocles,  il  avoit  charge  I  imocrate  de  V aller  iuer  dans 
une  expedition  cu  il  ccmmandoit  fa  fiotte ;  que  celui~ci 
ay  ant  manque  fen  coup ,  Philoclies  V  avoit  epargnet  iff 
s' etoit  retire  en  Pile  de  Samos ,  apres  avoir  remis  le 
commandement  de  la  fiotte  a  Polimene ,  que  lui  Idomenee 
avoit  nomme  dans  fon  ordre  par  ecrit ;  que  malgre  la  tra- 
hifon  de  Protejilas ,  il  n  avoit  pu  fe  refoudre  a  fe  defaire 
de  lui. 

DEJA  la  reputation  du  gouvernement  doux  &  mo- 
dere  d’Idomenee,  attire  en  foule  de  tous  cotes  des 
peuples  qui  viennent  s’incorporer  au  lien,  &  chercher 
leur  boriheur  fous  une  fi  aimable  domination.  Deja  ces 
campagnes,  qui  avoient  ete  fi  long-tems  couvertes  de 
ronces  &  d’epines,  promettent  de  riches  moilTons  &  des 
fruits  jufqu’alors  inconnus.  La  terre  ouvre  fon  fein  au 
tranchant  de  la  charrue,  &  prepare  fes  richeffes  pour  re- 
compenfer  le  laboureur:  l’efperance  reluit  de  tous  cotes. 
On  voit  dans  les  valons  &  fur  les  collines  des  troupeaux 
de  moutons  qui  bondilfent  fur  l’herbe,  &  de  grands  trou¬ 
peaux 
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The  ARGUMENT. 

Idomeneus  relates  to  Mentor  his  confidence  in  Protefiiaus,  and 
the  artifices  of  this  favourite ,  who  had  confpired  with 
Timocrates  to  defir oj  Phi locles,  and  to  betray  Idomeneus 
himfelf.  He  owns  that  being  prejudiced  by  thefie  two  men 
againfi  Philocles ,  he  had  ordered  Timocrates  to  go  and  kill 
him  in  an  expedition  wherein  he  commanded  his  fleet ;  that 
P’imocrates  having  flailed  in  his  attempt ,  Philocles  had 
J pared  his  lifle ,  and  retired  to  the  ijle  cfl  Samos ,  after  hav¬ 
ing  refigned  the  command  of  the  fleet  to  Polymenes,  whom i 
Idomeneus  had  appointed  to flucceed  him  by  an  order  under  his 
own  hand',  and  that  notwithftanding  Protefiiaus' s  trea¬ 
chery,  he  could  not  prevail  on  himfelf  to  part  with  him. 

AND  now  the  fame  of  Idomeneus’s  mild  and  gentle 
reign  allures  from  all  parts  crowds  of  people  who 
come  to  incorporate  themfelves  with  his,  and  to  feek  their 
happinefs  under  fo  amiable  a  government.  Already  the 
fields,  which  had  been  fo  long  over-run  with  thorns  and 
brambles,  promife  rich  harvefts  and  fruits  till  then  un¬ 
known  ;  the  earth  opens  her  bofom  to  the  plough-lhare, 
and  prepares  her  riches  to  recompenfe  the  hufbandman  ; 
hope  dawns  every  where.  Flocks  of  flieep  are  feen 
bounding  on  the  grafs  in  the  valleys  and  on  the  hills,  and 
herds  iikewife  of  bulls  and  heifers  that  make  the  lofty 
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peaux  de  boeufs  &  de  geniflbs  qui  font  retentjr  les  hautes 
montagnes  de  leurs  mugiiTe mens :  ces  'troupeauk  'ferke nt 
a  engfaifler  les  campagnes.  'C’eft  Mentor  qui.a’trcuve 
le  raoven  d’avoir  ces  troupeaux.  Mentor  confeiile  a 
Idomehee  de'faire  ;avec  les  Peucetes,  peuples  voifms, 
im  echange’  de  tdutes  les  chofes  luperilues  qu1  on  tie.  vou- 
loit  plus  fcufFrir  dans  •SaibhW,' 'avec1  :c-s  troupeaux  qui 

Vi:* 1  y.  u  '• 

En  me  me  terns  la  Vilfe  &  les  tillages  d’alentbur  etment 
pleins  d’une  belle  jeuneffe  qui  avoit  langui  long-terns' dans; 
|a  niilere.  Sc  qui  n’avoit  ofe  fe  marier  de  peur  d’augm.en-, 
ter  leurs  maux.  Quand  ils  vireutvqu’Idomenee  prendit 
des  fehtimebs  d’humanite,  &  qu  il'  vduldil  etie  leur  pete, 
ils'ne  craignirent  plus  :la ^;fkim;^'le^  mitres  fleauxg^r 
lefquels'le  .crel  afllige  la  terre.  Otfn’ehtendoftprlQs  qtafe, 
des  cris  de  joie,  que  leVchanfons  des’  bergers  &  des  la-, 
boureurs  qui  celebroient  leurs  Hymenees.  <3n  atiroit  cru; 
voir  le  Dieu  Pan  avec  line  foule  de  Satyres  &  de  Faunes 
meles  parmi  les  nymphes,  &  danfant  au  fon  de  la  flute  £ 

1 ’ombre  des  bois  Tout  etoit  tranquille  &  riant;  mais  la 
joie  etoit  moderee,  Sc  ces'  plaifirs  he  fervoient  qu’a 
delafler  des  longs  travaux :  ils  en  etoient  plus  vifs  Sc 
plus  purs. 

Les  vieillards  e tonnes  de  voir  ce  qii’ils  n  auroient  ole 
efperer  dans  la  fuite  d’un  fi  long  age,  pleuroient  par  un 
ex  ces  de  joie  melee  de  teridrefle:  ils  levoifcnqleurs  mains 
tremblantes  vers  le  del :  Beniflez,  difoient-ils,  6  grand 
Jupiter,  le  roiqui  vous  refiemble,  &  qui  eft  le  plus  grand 
don  que  vous  nous  ayez  fait !  II  eil  he  pour  le  bien  des 
hommes,  rendez-lui  tout  le  bien  que  nous  recevons  de 
lui.  Nos  arrieres-neveux  venus  de  ces  manages  qu’il 
tavorife,  lui  devront  tout  julqu  a  leur  naiflance.  Sc  il  fera 
veritablement  le  pere  de  tcus  fes  fujets.  Les  jeunes  hom¬ 
mes  Sc  les  jeunes  lilies  quis  epouioient,  ne  fefoient  cclater 
leur  joie  qu’en  chantant  les  louangcs  de  celui  de  qui  cette 
joie  fi  douce  leur  etoit  venue.  Les  benches  &  encore  plus 
les  cceurs  etoient  fans  ceffe  remplis  de  fon  nom  :  on  fe 
croyoit  heureux  de  le  voir ;  on  craignoit  de  le  perdre : 
la  perte  eut  ete  la  defolation  de  chaque  famille.  . 

Alors  Idomenee  avoua  a  Mentor  qu’il  n’avoit  jamais 
fenti  de  plaifir  aufli  touchant  que  celui  d’etre  aime,  Sc  de 
xendre  taut  de  gens  heureux.  Je  ne  l’aurois  jamais  cru, 

difoit-il ; 
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mountains  echo,  with  their  lowings :  Thefe  cattle  fattened 
the  fields.  Mentor  found  the  means  of  procuring  them  ; 
for  he  advifed  Idomeneus  to  make  with  the  Peucetes,  a 
neighbouring  nation,  an  exchange  of  all  the  fuperfluous 
things  which  vvcre  no  longer  fufrered  jin  Salentum,  for 
thefe  docks  and  herds.  which,  ^the  Salentines  wanted. 

At  the  fame  time  the  city  and  adjacent  villages  were 
full  of  lovely;  youths,  who  had  long  languilhed  in  want, 
and  tad  not  dared  to  marry  for  fear  of  increafing  their 
mneries.  When  tjiey  faw  that  Idomeneus  entertained, 
fentiments  of  humanity,  and  was  willing  to  be  their  fa¬ 
ther,  they  were  no  more  apprehenfivc  of -hunger,  or  any 
other  plagues  which  heaven  inflidts  on  the  earth.  No* 
n°W-  heard, but.  fhouts  of  joy,  and  the  fongs  of 
fwains  and  hufbandmeii  celebrating  their  nuptials:  In- 
fqj^uch  that  one  would  have  thought  one  had  feen  the 
God  Pan  with  multitudes  of  Satyrs  and  Fauns  interfperf- 
ed  among  the  Nymphs,  and  dancing  to  their  tuneful 
flutes  in  the  (hade.  All  was  ferene  and  fmiling;  but 
their  joys  were  moderate,  and  their  pleafures  only  a  re- 
frefhmeht  after  long  fatigues,  which  quickened  and  made 
them  the  purer. 

The  old  men,  furprifed  to  fee  what  they  durd  not  hope 
for  in  the  whole  courfe  of  their  long  lives,  wept  thro’  an. 
excels  of  joy  and  love;  and  lifting  up  their  trembling 
hands  to  heaven,  O  great  Jupiter,  faid  they,  blefs  the 
king  who  refembles  you,  and  is  the  choiced  prefent  you 
ever  bellowed  upon  us.  He  is  born  for  the  good  of  man¬ 
kind  ;  return  him  all  the  bleffings  we  receive  from  him. 
Our  children’s  children,  defeended  from  thefe  marriages 
which  he  encourages,  will  owe  every  thing,  even  their 
very  birth  to  him,  and  he  will  truly  be  the  father  of  all 
his  fubjetts.  The  lads  and  laiTes  who  married,  exprelfed 
their  raptures  by  Tinging  the  praifes  of  the  author  of  their 
ravilhing  joys.  Their  mouths,  and  their  hearts  fall 
more,  were  inceifantly  filled  with  his  name  :  they  thought 
themfelvcs  happy  in  feeing,  and  were  apprehenlive  of 
lofing  him ;  for  every  family  would  bitterly  have  be¬ 
wailed  his  ids. 

Upon  this,  Idomeneus  owned  to  Mentor  that  he  had 
never,  felt  fo  fenf.ble  a  pleafure  as  that  of  being  beloved, 
and  of  making  fo  many  people  happy.  I  could  not  have 
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difoit-il;  il  me  fembloit  que  toute  la  grandeur  des 
princes  ne  confiftoit  qu’a  fe  faire  craindre ;  que  le  refte 
des  hommes  etoit  fait  pour  eux ;  &  tout  ce  que  j  avois 
oui  dire  des  rois,  qui  avoient  ete  1’amour  &  les  delices  de 
leurs  peuples,  me  paroiffoit  une  pure  fable  ;  j’en  recon- 
nois  maintenant  la  verite.  Mais  iUfaut  que  je  vous  ra- 
conte  comment  on  avoit  empoifonne  mon  cceur  des  ma 
plus  tendre  jeunefle  fur  P autorite  des  rois.  C  eft  ce  qui 
a  caufe  tous  les  malheurs  de  ma  vie.  Alors  Idomenee 

commenca  cette  narration :  .  .  . 

Protefilas,  qui  eft  un  peu  plus  age  que  moi,  fut  celui 
de  tous  les  jeunes  gens  que  j’aimois  le  plus  ;  fon  nature! 
vlf  &  hardi  etoit  felon  mon  gout :  il  entra  dans  mes  plaifirs"; 
il  flatta  mes  paftions :  it  me  rendit  fufpeft  un  autre  jeune 
homme  que  raimois  aufli,  &  qui  fe  nommoit  Philocles. 
Celui-ci  avoit  la  crainte  des  Dieux  &  1  ame  grande,  mats 
moderee  ;  il  mettoit  la  grandeur,  non  a  s^eiever^  mais  a 
fe  vaincre,  &  a  ne  faire  rien  de  bas.  Il  me  parloit  hbre- 
ment  fur  mes  defauts ;  &  lors  meme  qu^il  n’ofoit  me  par- 
ler,  fon  filence  &  la  triftelfe  de  fon  vifage  me  fefoient 
aftez  entendre  ce  qu’il  vouloit  me  reprocher.  . 

Dans  les  commencemens  cette  fincente  me  plaiioit  ; 
ie  lui  proteftois  fouvent  que  je  l’ecouterois  avec  conhance 
toute  ma  vie  pour  me  preferver  des  flatteurs.  il  me  diloit 
tout  ce  que  je  devois  faire  pour  marcher  fur  les  traces  de 
Minos  &  pour  rendre  mon  royaume  heureux.  Il  n  avoit 
pas  une  aufli  profonde  fagefle  que  vous,  6  Mentor;  mais 
fes  maximes  etoient  bonnes  ;  je  le  reconnois  maintenant. 
Peu  a  peu  les  artifices  de  Protefilas  qui  etoit  jaloux  &  plem 
d’ambition  me  degouterent  de  Philocles.  Celui-ci  etoit 
fans  empreflement,  &  laifloit  1’autre  prevaloir  ;  il  fe  con- 
tenta  de  me  dire  toujours  la  verite  lorfque  je  voulois 
1’ entendre.  C’etoit  mon  bien  &  non  fa  fortune  qu  il 

C^Prot6filas  me  perfuada  infenfiblement  que  c’etoit  un 
efprit  chagrin  &  fuperbe,  qui  critiquoit  toutes  mes  aaions, 
cui  ne  me  demandoit  rien,  parce  qu’il  avoit  la  fierte  de 
ne  vouloir  rien  tenir  de  moi,  &  d’afpirer  a  la  reputation 
d’un  homme  qui  eft  au-deffus  de  tous  les  honneurs  :  i 
aiouta  que  ce  jeune  homme  qui  me  parloit  fi  librement 
de  mes  defauts/  en  parloit  aux  autres  avec  la  meme 
liberte ;  qu’il  fefoit  aftez  entendre  qu  il  ne  m  eftimoi  t 
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believed  it,  faid  he;  I  thought  that  all  the  grandeur  of 
princes  confifted  in  making  themfelves  feared ;  that  the 
reft  of  mankind  were  born  for  them;  and  all  I  had  heard 
of  kings  who  were  the  darlings  and  delight  of  their  peo¬ 
ple,  feemed  a  meer  fable  to  me:  I  am  now  convinced 
that  it  was  truth.  But  I  muft  inform  you  how  my  heart 
was  poifoned  in  my  very  infancy  with  regard  to  regal  au¬ 
thority,  which  was  the  caufe  of  all  the.  misfortunes  of  my 
life.  Hereupon  Idomeneus  began  the  following  narration: 

Proteftlaus,  who  is  a  little  older  than  I,  was  of  all  the 
young  men  he  whom  I  loved  the  moft :  His  fprightly 
daring  temper  hit  my  tafte.  He  entered  into  my  plea- 
fures,  he  flattered  my  paflions,  and  made  me  fufpicious 
of  another  young  man,  whofe  name  was  Philocles,  whom 
I  likewife  loved.  The  latter  feared  the  Gods,  hid  a 
great  foul,  and  commanded  his  paflions ;  he  placed  great- 
nefs  net  in  railing  but  tn  conquering  himfelf,  ar.i  in 
doing  nothing  mean.  He  often  told  me  freely  of  my 
faults ;  and  even  when  he  durft  not  fpeak,  his  filence  and 
the  grief  of  his  countenance  gave  me  fumcicntty  to  un- 
derftand  what  he  meant  to  reproach  me  with. 

At  flrft  liis  fmcerity  pleafed  me.  I  often  protefted  to 
him,  that  I  would  hear  and  confide  in  him  as  long  is  I 
lived,  in  order  to  be  prefer ved  from  flatterers.  He  told 
me  all  that  I  muft  do  to  tread  in  the  fteps  of  Minos,  and 
to  render  my  kingdom  happy.  He  had  not  fo  profound 
a.  wifdom  as  you.  Mentor ;  but  I  now  perceive  that  his 
maxims  were  good.  By  degrees  the  artifices  of  Prote- 
filaus,  who  was  jealous  and  very  ambitious,  gave  me 
a  difguft  of  Philocles.  The  latter  not  being  forward  or 
officious,  fuffered  the  other  to  get  the  afeendant,  and  was 
contented  with  always  telling  me  the  truth,  when  I  was 
willing  to  hear  it ;  for  it  was  my  good,  and  not  his  own 
advancement  that  he  fought. 

Protefilaus  infenfibly  perfuaded  me  that  he  was  a  per- 
fon  of  a  morofe  and  haughty  temper,  who  cenfured  all 
my  a&ions,  and  aflted  nothing  of  me,  becaufe  his  pride 
would  not  let  him  ftoop  to  be  obliged,  and  made  him 
afpire  to  the  reputation  of  a  man  who  is  above  all  pre¬ 
ferments.  He  aded,  that  this  young  man  who  told  me  fo 
freely  of  my  failings,  fpoke  of  them  as  freely  to  others; 
that  he  let  people  fee  that  he  had  very  little  efteem  for 
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gueres }  Sc  qu’en  rabaiffant  ainfi  ma  reputation*  ilvouloit 
par  I’eclat  d’une  vertu  auftere  s’ouvrir  le  chemin  a  la 
royaate. '  .* 

D’abord  je  ne  pus  croire  que  Philocles  voulut  me 
detroner.  II  y  a  dans  la  veritable  vertu  une  candeur  & 
une  ingenuite  que  rien  ne  peut  contrefaire,  &  a  Jaquelle 
on  ne  fe  meprend  point,  pourvu  qu’on  y  foit  attentif. 
Maos  la  fermete  de  Philocles  centre  mes  foibleffcs  com- 
men^oit  a  me  laffer.  Les  complailances  de  Protefilas  Sc 
Ton  induilrie  inepuifable  pour  m’in  venter  de  nouveaux 
plaifirs,  me  fefoient  fentir  encore  plus  impatiemment 
1’ au ft erke  de  P autre. 

Cependant  Proteiilas  ne  pouvant  fbuffrir  que,  je  ne 
c ruffe  pas  tout  ce  qu’il  medifoit  contre  fon  ennemi.,  prit 
le  parti  de  ne  m’en  plus  parler,  Sc.  de  me  perfuader  par 
queique  chofe  de  plus  fort  que  toutes  fes  paroles.  Voici 
comment  il  acheva  de  me  tromper :  il  me  con  fe  ill  a  d’en- 
.  rover  Philocles  commander  les  vaiffeaux  qui  devoient 
attaqirer  ceux  de  Carpathie;  &  pour  nvv  determiner,  il 
>r,e  «it :  Yetis  fares  q&e  je  r»e  .furs  pas  fufpe£l  clans  les 
louanges  que  je  Jui  denne  :  j’avoue  qu’il  a  du  courage  Sc 
du  genie  pour  la  guerre  ;  ii  vous  lervira  mieux  qu’urt 
autre,  Sc  je  prefere  l’interet  de  votre  ferv.ice  a  tous  mes 
-.reffentimens  contre  lui.  ^  : 

]&  fus  ravi  de  treuver  cette  droiture  Sc  cette  equite  dans 
le-cceur  de  Protefilas,  a  qui  j’avcis  confie  Padminillration 
dc  mes  plus,  granges  affaires.  Je  Pembraffai  dans,  un, 
Irani  pert  de  joie,  &  je  me  crus  trop  heureux  d’avqir 
donne  toute  ma  confiancs  a  un  horn  me  qui  me  paroiffoit 
ainfi  au-deffus  de  toute  paffon  &  de  tout  inleret.  Mais 
♦hchs  1  que  les  princes  font  digues  de  companion  ! ...  Qet 
homme  me  connoiffoit  mieux  que  je  ne  me  connoiffois 
moi-meme  :  il  favoit  que  les  rois  font  d’ordmaire  defiaps 
Sc  inappliquds  ;  del iahs,  par  ^experience  contiinicjle 
qu’ils  ont  de  1 ’artifice  des  homines  corrcmp:s,  doat  ils 
-lout  environnes;  inappiiques,~parce  que  Je$  plaim-s  ks 
entrairrent,  Sc  qu'ils  lout  accoutumes  a  avoir  dcs  ge$s 
charges  de  pen-ler  pour  eux,  Ians  qu’ils  en  prennent  eu$-. 
-  mimes  la  peind.  Il  coxnprit  done  qu’il  pe.  lui  feroit  pas 
difficile  de  me  raettre  en  defiance  Sc  en  jaloufie  contre  un 
homme  qui  ne  manqueroit  pas  de  faire  de  grandes  adlions, 
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me  ;  and  that  by  thus  lefiening  my  reputation,  and  by 
making  a  flieW  of  an  auftere  virtue,  he  fought  to  open 
himfelf  a  way  to  the  throne. 

At  firft  I  could  not  believe  that  Philocles  had  any  fuch 
defion ;  for  there  it  in  true  virtue  a  certain  candour  and 
ino-enuity  which  can  neither  be  counterfeited  nor  milfa- 
ken,  provided  we  confider  it  with  attention.  The  per- 
{everance  however  of  Philocles  in  condemning  my  weak¬ 
ness  began  to  tire  me  ;  and  Protefilaus’s  ccmplaifance 
and  unwearied  diligence  in  finding  me  new  pleafures, 
made  me  ftill  more  impatiently  bear  with  the  aullerity  of 
the  other. 

Mean  time  Protefilaus,  unable  to  brook  my  not  cre¬ 
diting  all  his  infmuations  again#  his  rival,  refolved  to 
fpeak  to  me  no  more  about  him,  but  to  convince  me  of 
their  truth  by  fome thing  ftronger  than  words!  He  ac- 
complifhed  his  defign  of  deceiving  me  in  the  following 
manner.  He  advifed  me  to  fend  Philocles  to  command  a 
fleet  which  was  to  attack  that  of-  Carpathus.  In  order  to- 
induce  me  to  it.  You  know,  faid  he,  that  my  commend¬ 
ations  of  him  cannot  be  fufpe&ed ;  I  own  that  he  has 
courage,  and  a  genius  for  war ;  he  will  ferve  you  better 
than  any  man,  and  I  prefer  your  intereft  to  all  my  re¬ 
fen  t  me  nt  again#  him. 

j  extremely  glad  to  find  Protefilaus  s  h^art,  to 
whom  I  had  en trailed  the  adminifiration  of  my  moll  im¬ 
portant  aftairs,  lo  upright  and  juft.  I  embraced  him  in 
a  tranfport  of  joy,  and  thought  myfeif  exceedingly  hap¬ 
py  in  having  repofed  all  my  confidence  in  one  who  Teem¬ 
ed  lb  much  above  paffion  and  lelf  mtereft.  But  alas  1 
kow  greatly  are  princes  to  be  pitied  !  This  man  knew  me 
better  than  I  knew  myfeif:  He  knew,  that  kings  are 
ufually  fufpicious  and  indolent ;  fufpicions  through  their 
continual  experience  of  the  artifices  of  the  corrupt  per-- 
fons  about  them;  and  indolent,  becaufe  pleafures  tyran¬ 
nize  over  them,  and  they  are  habituated  to  have  others 
to  think  for  them,  without  taking  the  trouble  of  it  thera- 
fdves.  He  was  feafible  therefore  that  it  would  not  be 
difficult  for  him  to  make  me  fufpicious  and  jealous  of  a 
man  who  would  not  fail  to  perform  great-  a&ions,  efpeci-- 
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&  fur  tout  l’abfence  lui  dormant  une  entiere  facilite  do 
lui  tendfe  ties’  pieges. 

Philocles  en  partant  previt  ce  qui  lui  pouvoit  arriver. 
SouVenez-vous,  me  dit-il,  que  je  ne  pourrai  plus  me 
defendre ;  que  vous  n’ecouterez 
qu’en  vous  fervaht  au  peril  de  'ii\a(yie,  le 
dei  n’avoir  d’autre  recornpenfe  que  votre  indignation.  . 
Vous  vous  trompez,  lui  dis-je  ;  Protefilas  ne  parle  point 
de  vous  comme  vous  parlez  de  lui :  il  vous  loue,  il  vous 
eftime,  il  vous  croit  digne  des  plus  importans  emplois  ; 
s’ii  commen5oit  a  me  parler  contre  vous,  il  perdroit  ma 
confiance :  ne  craignez  rien,  allez,  &  ne  fongez  qu’a 
me  bien  fervir.  Il  partit,  &  me  laiffa  dans  une  etrahge 
fituation. 

Il  faut  l’avouer.  Mentor;  je  voyois  clairement  combi- 
eu  il  m’etoit  neceffaire  d’avoir  plufieurs  hommes  que  je 
cohfultafie,  &  que  rien  n’etoit  plus  mauvais,  ni  pour  ma 
reputation,  m  pour  le  fucces  de  mes  affaires,  que  de  me  li- 
vrer  a  un  feul.  J’avois  eprouve  que  les  fages  confeils  de 
Philocles  m’avoient  garanti  de  plufieurs  fautes  dangereu- 
fes,  ou  la  hauteur  de  Protefilas  m’auroit  fait  tomber.  Je 
fentois  bien  qu’il  y  avoit  dans  Philocles  un  fond  de  pro¬ 
bite  &  de  maximes  equitables  qui  ne  fe  fefoit  point  fentir 
de  meme  dans  Protefilas  :  mais  j’avois  laiffe  prendre  a 
Protefilas  un  ton  decifif  auquel  je  ne  pouvois  prefque  plus 
refifter.  J’etois  fatigue  de  me  trouver  toujours  entre  deux 
hommes,  que  je  ne  pouvois  accorder ;  &  dans  cette  lati¬ 
tude  j’aimois  mieux  par  foibleffe  hazarder  quelque  chofe 
aux  depens  des  affaires  &  refpirer  en  liberte.  Je  n’euffe 
ofe  me  dire  a  moi-meme  une  fi  honteufe  raifon  du  parti 
que  je  venois  de  prendre  :  mais  cette  honteufe  raifon  que 
je  n’ofois  developer,  ne  laiffoit  pas  d’agir  fecretement  au 
fond  de  mon  cceur,  &  d’etre  le  vrai  motif  de  tout  ce 
que  je  fefois. 

Philocles  furprit  les  ennemis,  remporta  une  pleine 
vi&oire,  &  fe  hata  de  revenir,  pour  prevenir  les  mauvais 
offices  qu’il  avoit  a  craindre :  mais  Protefilas  qui  n’avoit 
pas  encore  eu  le  terns  de  me  tromper,  lui  ecrivit  que 
je  dlefirois  qu’il  fit  une  defcente  dans  Pile  de  Carpa- 
thie,  pour  profiler  de  la  viftoire.  En  effet,  il  m’avoit 
perfuade  que  je  pourrois  facilement  faire  Ja  conquete 
de  cette  ile  :  mais  il  fit  en  forte  que  plufieurs  chofes 
iKceflaires  manquerent  a  Philocles  dans  cette  entreprife. 
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ally  as  his  abfence  would  give  him  all  opportunities  of 
fpreading  fnares  for  him. 

Philocles  at  his  departure  forefaw  what  would  befall 
him.  Remember,  faid  he,  that  I  fhall  no  longer  have  it 
in  my  power  to  defend  myfdf,  that  my  adverfary  only 
will  have  your  ear;  and  that  while  I  am  ferving  you  at 
the  hazard  of  my  life,  I  fhall  run  the  rifk  of  having  no 
recompence  but  your  difpleafure.  You  are  miftaken,  faid 
I ;  Protefilaus  does  not  fpeak  of  you  as  you  do  of  him  : 
He  praifes  you,  he  efteems  you,  he  thinks  you  worthy  of 
the  moft  important  employments.  Should  he  offer  to  fay 
any  thing  againfl  you,  he  would  lofe  my  confidence. 
Fear  nothing,  go  your  ways,  and  mind  only  to  ferve  me 
well.  He  departed,  and  left  me  in  a  ftrange  fituation. 

Inilift  confefs.  Mentor,  that  I  plainly  faw  how  necef- 
fary  it  was  for  me  to  have  feveral  perfons  to  confult,  and 
that  nothing  was  more  prejudicial  either  to  my  reputation 
or  the  profperity  of  my  affairs,  than  to  give  myfelf  up 
to  one  only.  I  had  experienced  that  the  wife  counfels 
of  Philocles  had  faved  me  from  feveral  dangercus  errors, 
into  which  Protefilaus’s  haughtinefs  would  have  made  me 
fall.  I  clearly  perceived  that  there  was  in  Philocles  a 
fund  of  probity  and  juft  principles,  which  was  not  fo  vi- 
fible  in  Protefilaus  ;  but  I  had  fuffered  the  latter  to  af- 
fume  a  certain  peremptory  air,  which  I  now  could  hard¬ 
ly  refift.  I  was  tired  with  being  continually  between 
two  men  whom  I  could  not  reconcile  ;  and  in  this  irk- 
feme  fituation  was  fo  weak  as  to  chufe  rather  to  run  the 
rifk  of  prejudicing  my  affairs,  than  not  to  enjoy  my  liber¬ 
ty.  I  durft  not  even  tell  myfelf  the  fnameful  motive  of 
this  refolution  ;  and  yet  this  fhameful  rnotive,  which  t 
dared  not  difeover,  operated  fecretly  in  the  bottom  of  my 
heart,  and  was  the  true  fpring  of  ail  my  actions. 

Philocles  furprifed  the  enemy,  obtained  a  complete 
victory,  and  was  haftening  to  return,  in  Order 'to  pre¬ 
vent  the  ill  offices  of  which  he  was  apprehenfive.  But 
Protefilaus,  who  had  not  yet  had  time  to  deceive  me, 
wrote  him  word  that  I  ordered  him  to  make  a  defeent  on 
the  ifle  of  Carpathus,  to  reap  the  fruits  of  his  victory. 
And  indeed  he  had  perfuaded  me  that  I  might  eafily 
make  a  conqueft  of  that  ifland  ;  but  then  he  managed' 
matters  fo,  that  Philocles  wanted  feveral  things  which* 
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&  il  1’^fTujettit  a  certains  ordres  qui  caulcrent  divers  coa- 

^ s3®o  Inpt^y/  e-mio  lu&tp .  s 
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Cependant  il  fe  fervit  d’un  dontedique  tres-corrompu 
que  j’avois  aupres  de  moi,  Sc  qui  obfervoit  jutqu’^aux 
mpiiidres  chofes  pour  lux  en  rendre  compte ;  quoiqudils 
paruflent  tit  fe  voir  ri’&r#  Jamais'  yFbccord;  et* 

rien.  Ce  domeilique,  ncmme  Timocrate',  ra  vine. dire 
im  jour  en  grand  fecret;  qu’il  avoit  deciouvert  use  affaire 
tres  dangereufe,  Philocles,  me  dit-il,  veut  fe. -feryir.de 
votre  arinee  navale  pour  fe  faire  roi  de  File  de  Carpathie. 
Les  chefs  des  troupes  font  attaches  a  lui,  tous  les  foldats 
iont  gagnes  par  fes  largeiTcs,  Sc  plus  encore  par^  la  lb 
cence  pernicieufe  ou  il  les  laifte  vivre  ;  il  eft  enfie  de  fa 
vidloire.  Voila  une  lettre  qtfi  a  ect‘ite:  a.  ufi  de  fes;.a.mis 
Tur  foil  projet  de  fe  faire  roi  :  on  n’en  peut;  pins  douter 
apres  une  preuve  ft  eyiJente, 

]e  lus  cette  lettre.  Sc  elle  me  parut  de  la  main  de 
Philocles.  On  avoit  par  fakement  imite  fpn  ecriture,  8c 
c’gtpit  Protefilas  qui  P  avoit  fakeavec  Timocrate,  Cette 
lettre  me  jeta  dans  une  etrang-e  furprife :  jc  Ja  reiilcis 
fans  cede,  Sc  ne  pouvois  me  perfuader  qu’elle  i at  de  Phi¬ 
locles ;  repaffant  dans  mon  efprit  trouble  tcutrsdes  mar¬ 
ques  tcudiantes  qu’it  m’avoit  donates.  de  Ton  deftntereffe- 
ment  8c  de  fa  bonne  foi.  Cependant  que  pouvois -je 
faire?  quel  moyen  de  render  a  une  lettre,  ou  je  croyois 
£tre  fur  de  reconnoitre  l’ecrkure  de  Philocles? 

Qua nd  Timocrate  vit  que  je  ne  pouvois  phis  refifter  a 
fon  artifice,  il  le  pGufia  plus  loin.  Ofefai-je,  me  drbil 
en  hefttpnt,  vous  faire  remarqu^r  un  ;mot  qui  eft  dans 

cette  lettre  ?  Philocles  dit  &  Ion  ami  qu  il  pent  parler 
en  con  fiance  a  Prctiftlas  Tub  tine  chofe  qu’il  ne  db-< 
bgne  que  par  mi  cliifFr  e  :  affurement  Protefilas  eft  entre 
darts  le  deflein  de  Philod'es,  Sc  ils  fe-font  accommodes 
a  vos  depens.  Vous  favez  que  e’eft  Prbteftlas  qui  vous 
'  a  prefit*  d’ envoy er  Philocles  centre  les  Carpathiens. 
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depuis  cpielque  terns  avec  aftez  d’hortnetete.  Sans  doutc 

Protefilas  a  nris  avec  Philocles  des  mefures  pour  par- 
•  ■■■’*  tager 
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were  neeeffar  y  to  filch  an  enterprife, , and  tied  him  down 
to  certain  orders  which  occaiioued  various  diiappoint- 

merits  in  the  execution  of  it. 

Mean  while  he  made  ufe  of  -a  very,  corrupt  domelhcic 
of  mine,  .who  took  notice  of  the  minuted  things,  to  give 
him  an  account  of  them,;  they  appeared  lekem 

to  fee  each  other,  , and-^yer  to  agree  nt  any  thing.  Tfi>s. 
domeftick,  whofc.  name  was  T.imocrates,  came  one  day 
to  tal  me  as  m  important  fecret,  that  he.  had  dneovered 
a  very. dangerous  affair.  Philocles,  find  he,_defigns  to 
make  ufe  of  your  naval,  forces  . to  render  king  of 

the  ifland  of  Carpallms...  The  commanders  o.  the  troops 
pre  his  creatures ;  all  the  foldiers  are  won  over  by  his 
profufedibefidities,  and  yet  more  by  the  pernicious  hcen- 
uoufnefs  in  which  he  permits  them. to  live.  He  is  puffed 
upnvith his  viftory...  :Here  is  a  letter.he  wrote  to  one  o| 
lus  friends  about  his  projeft  of  making  himfelf  king, 
which  it  is  impartible  to  doubt  of  after  (o  evident .a  proof. 

I  read  the  letter,  and  it  feemed  to  me  to  be  ,  hilocles  s 
hand!  which  Protefilaus  and  Timocrates  had  counter¬ 
feited  with  great  exaftnefs.  This  letter  threw  me  into  a 
ftrangedjirprife.  .  bread  it. again  and  again ;  and  could 
not  nerfuade  mvfelf  that .  it  was  written  by  Philocles, 
when  I  recalled 'to  my  troubled  mind  all  the  ftrong  proofs 
he  had  given  me  of  his  difintereftednefs  and  integrity. 
And  vet  what  could  1  do  ?  How  could  I  not  credit  a  let¬ 
ter  in.  which  X  thought  I  certainly  knew  the  hand-writing 

of  Philocles?  !  l  «  *  «  v  A  1 

.  wjien  Timocrates  law  that  I  could  no  longer  withftand 

his  artifice,  he  pufeed  it  yet  further.  May  .I  prefcmf. 
laid  he,  .with  feme  hesitation,  ,tO  defire  you  to  take  notice 
of  one  particular  in  this  letter  ?  Philocles  tells  his  friend 
that  he  may  talk  in  confidence  with  Protefilaus  concern¬ 
ing  fomething  which  he  expreffes  only  in  a  cypher :  Pro- 
tefilaas  is  certainly  engaged  in  the  dengn  of  Pnilocles, 

-  and  they  are  reconciled  at  your  expence.  You  know 
that  it  was  Protefilaus  who  urged  you  to  fend  Phi- 
locles  againft  the  Carpathians.  He  has  lately  ceafed 
to  fpeak  againft  him  as  he  often  did  heretofore.  On  the 
contrary,  he  extols  him,  he  excufes  him  on  all  oqcafions : 
They  for  fome  time  vifited  each  other  with  great  civility. 

Without  doubt  Protefilaus  has  conceited  meafures  with 

rhiloctesx 
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tager  avec  lui  la  conquete  de  Carpathie.  Vous  voyez 
raeme  qu’il  a  voulu  qu’on  fit  cette  enterprife  contre 
toutes  les  regies,  &  qu’il  s’expofe  a  faire  perir  votre 
arraee  navale,  pour  con  tenter  fon  ambition.  Croyez- 
vous  qu’il  voulut  ainfi  fervir  ^  celle  de  Philocles,  s’ils 
etoient  encore  mal  enfemble?  Non,  non,  on  ne  peut 
plus  douter  que  ces  deux  hommes  ne  foient  reunis  pour 
s’elever  enfemble  a  une  grande  autorite,  &  peut-etre 
pour  ren verier  le  trone  ou  vous  regnez.  En  vous  par- 
lant  ainfi,  je  fais  que  je  m’expofe  a  leur  refientiment,  fi 
malgre  mes  avis  linceres  vous  leur  laifiez  encore  votre 
autorite  dans  les  mains.  Mais  qu’importe,  pourvu  que 
je  vous  dife  la  verite  ? 

Ces  dernieres  paroles  de  Timocrate  firent  une  grande 
irripreffion  fur  moi :  je  ne  doutai  plus  de  la  trahifon  de 
Philocles,  &  je  me  defiai  de  Protefilas  comme  de  fon  ami. 
Cependant  Timocrate  me  difoit  fans  ceffe  :  Si  vous  at- 
tendez  que  Philocles  ait  conquis  Pile  de  Carpathie,  il  ne 
fera  plus  terns  d’arreter  fes  deffeins ;  hatez-vous  de  vous 
en  affurer  pendant  que  vous  le  pouvez.  J’avois  horreur 
de  la  profonde  diffimulation  des  hommes,  je  ne  favois 
plus  a  qui  me  fier.  Apres  avoir  decouvert  la  trahifon  de 
Philocles,  je  ne  voyois  plus  d’homme  fur  la  terre  dont 
la  vertu  me  put  raffurer.  J’etois  refolu  de  faire  perir 
au  plutot  ce  per  fide  ;  mais  je  craignois  Protefilas,  &  je 
ne  favois  comment  faire  a  fon  egard.  Je  craignois  de 
le  trouver  coupable,  &  je  craignois  aulfi  de  me  fier  a 
lui. 

Enfin  dans  mon  trouble,  je  ne  pus  m’empecher  de  lui 
dire  que  Philocles  m’etoit  devenu  fufpeft.  II  en  parut 
furpris ;  il  me  reprefenta  fa  conduite  droite  &  moderee  ; 
il  m’exagera  fes  fervices ;  en  un  mot  il  fit  tout  ce  qu’il 
falloit  pour  me  perfuader  qu’il  etoit  trop  bien  avec  lui. 
D’un  autre  cote  Timocrate  ne  perdit  pas  un  moment 
pour  me  faire  remarquer  cette  intelligence,  &  pour 
m’obliger  a  perdre  Philocles  pendant  que  je  pouvois 
encore  m’aflurer  de  lui.  Voyez,  mon  cher  Mentor, 
combien  les  rois  font  malheureux  &  expofes  a  etre  le  jouet 
des  autres  hommes,  lors  meme  que  les  autres  hommes 
paroiflent  tremblans  a  leurs  pieds ! 
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Philocles  to  fhare  the  conqueft  of  Carpathus  with  him. 
You  yourfelf  know  how  he  preffed  the  undertaking  of 
this  enterprife,  contrary  to  all  rules,  and  that  he  expofes 
your  naval' forces  to  deftru&ion,  to  gratify  his  ambition. 
Do  you  believe  that  he  would  be  thus  fubfervient  to  that 
of  Philocles,  if  there  were  ftill  a  mifunderftanding  be¬ 
tween  them  ?  No,  no,  there  is  no  doubt  but  that  they 
are  clofely  united  together  to  raife  themfelves  to  an  high 
pitch  of  power,  and  perhaps  to  fubvert  the  very  throne 
on  which  you  yourfelf  reign.  In  fpeaking  to  you  in  this 
manner,  I  know  that  I  expofe  myfelf  to  their  refentment, 
if,  notwithftanding  my  fincere  advice,  you  ftill  leave 
your  authority  in  their  hands.  But  no  matter,  provided 
I  tell  you  the  truth. 

Thefe  laft  words  of  Timocrates  made  a  deep  impreffion 
upon  me.  I  no  longer  doubted  of  the  treafon  of  Philocles, 
and  miftrufted  Protefilaus  as  his  friend.  Timocrates  in 
the  mean  while  was  inceflantly  faying.  If  you  wait  till 
Philocles  has  conquered  the  ifle  of  Carpathus,  it  will  be 
too  late  to  put  a  Hop  to  his  defigns.  Haften  therefore  to 
make  fure  of  him  while  you  can.  I  was  fhocked  at  the 
deep  diffimulation  of  men, ’and  knew  no  longer  in  whom 
to  confide;  for  having  difcovered  Philocles’?  treachery, 
there  was  not  a  man  on  the  earth  whofe  virtue  could  cure 
me  of  my  fufpicions.  I  refolved  to  put  the  perfidious 
wretch  to  death  as  foon  as  poffible  ;  but  I  dreaded  Pro¬ 
tefilaus,  and  knew  not  what  to  do  with  regard  to  him: 
I  was  afraid  to  find  him  guilty,  and  afraid  likewife  to 


truft  him . 

At  length  I  could  not  help  telling  him,  in  my  con- 
fufion,  that  I  was  grown  jealous  of  Philocles.  He  feem- 
ed  furpidfed  at  it ;  he  reprefented  to  me  his  upright  and 
moderate  conduft ;  he  magnified  his  fervices ;  in  a  word, 
he  did  all  that  was  neceflary  to  convince  me  that  he  had 
too  good  an  underftanding  with  him.  On  the  other  fide, 
Timocrates  loft  no  opportunity  to  make  me  take  notice 
of  their  friendfhip,  and  to  induce  me  to  deftroy  Philocles, 
while  it  was  in  my  power  to  do  it.  See,  my  deareft 
Mentor,  how  unhappy  kings  are,  and  how  liable  to  be 
made  the  tools  even  of  thofe  who  feem  to  tremble  at  their , 

feet.  _  ,  . 

I  thought 
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Je  eras  faire  un  coop  d’une  profonde  politique,  &  de- 
concerter  Protelilas,  en  envpyant  fecretement  a  I’armee 
ruvale  Timocrate  pour  faire  mourir  Philocles.  Pro- 
teiilas  poufla  jufqu’au  bout  fa  diflimulation,  &  me 
trarapa  d’autant  mieux,  qu’il  parut  plus  naturellement 
ccmme  un  homme  qui  fe  lailToit  tromper.  Timocrate 
partit  done,  k  trouva  Philocles  aEez  embarralle  dans  la 
delcente  ;  il  manquoit  de  tout ;  car  Protefilas  ne  fachant 
&  la  lettre  fuppofec  pourrolt  faire  perir  fon  ennemi,  vou- 
loit  avoir  en  meme  terns  une  autre  refTource  prete,  par  le 
mauvais  fucces  d’une  entreprife  doat  il  m’avoit  fait  tant 
efperer.  Sc  qui  ne  manqueroit  pas  de  m’irriter  contre 
Philocles.  Celui-ci  foutenoit  cette  guerre  li  difficile,  par 
fon  courage,  par  fon  genie.  Sc  par  I’anjour  que  les 
troupes  avoient  pour  lui.  Quoique  tout  le  monde  recon - 
nut  dans  l’armee  que  cette  defeente  etoit  temeraire  Sc 
funefle  pour  les  Cretois,  chacun  ttavajlloit  a  la  faire 
reuffir,  comme  s’il  eut  eu  fa  vie  Sc  fon  bonheur  attaches 
au  fucces.  Chacun  etoit  content  de  hazarder  fa  vie  a 
toute  heurc  fous  un  chef  fi  fage  Sc  li  applique  a  fe  faire 
aimer. 

Timocrate  avoit  tout  a  craindre,  en  voulant  faire  perir 
ce  chef  au  milieu  d’une  armee  qui  l’aimoit  avec  tant  de 
paffion.  Mais  l’ambition  furieufe  ell  aveugle.  Timo¬ 
crate  ne  trouvoit  rien  de  difHcile  pour  eontentcr  Protelilas, 
avec  lequel  il  s’imaginoit  gouverner  abfolument  apres  la 
mort  de  Philocles.  Protefilas  ne  pouvoit  fouffrir  un  hom¬ 
me  de  bien,  dont  la  feule  vue  etoit  un  reproche  fecret  de 
fes  crimes,  &  qui  pouvoit,  en  m’ouvrant  les  yeux,  ren- 
verfer  fes  projets. 

Timocrate  s’alfura  de  deux  capitaines  qui  etoient  fans- 
cefie  aupres  de  Philocles.  .;  il  leur  prom  it  de  ma  part  de 
grandes  recompenses,  Sc  enfuite  il  dit  a  Philocles  qu’il 
etoit  venu  pour  lui  dire  par  mon  ordre  des  chofes  fecretes, 
qu’il  ne  devoit  lui  confier  qu’en  prefence  de  ces  deux  capi¬ 
taines.  Philocles  le  renferma  avec  eux  &  avec  Timocrate, 
Alors  Timocrate  donna  un  coup  de  poignard  a  Philocles: 
le  coup  glilfa.  Sc  n’enfon^a  guere  avant.  Philocles  fans 
s’etonner  lui  arracha  le  poignard,  Sc  s’en  fervit  eontre  lui  & 
centre  les  deux  autres.  En  meme  terns  il  cria,  on  accournt, 
on  enfon^a  la  porte,  on  degagea  Philocles  des  mains  de  ces 
trois  hommss,  qui  etant  troubles  l’avoient  attaque  foi- 

blement': 
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I  thought  I  fhould  a&  a  mafter-piece  of  policy,  and 
difconcert  the  meafures  of  Protefilaus,  by  privately  fend¬ 
ing  Timocrates  to  the  fleet  to  put  Philocles  to  death. 
Protefilaus  played  the  hypocrite  to  the  laft,  and  deceived, 
me  the  more'  effe&ually,  the  more  naturally  lie  aded  the 
part  of  one  who  is  deceived  himfelf.  Timocrates  de¬ 
parted,  and  found  Philocles  under  great  difficulties  in 
his  defcent.  He  was  in  want  of  every  thing  ;  for  Pro¬ 
tefilaus,  not  knowing  whether  his  forged  letter  would 
effect  the  ruin  of  his  enemy,.,  was  willing  have  another 
expedient  ready  at  the  fame  time,  the  mifcarnage .oTan 
enterprife  of  which  he  had  given  me  very  raifed  expefta- 
tionsf  and  could  not  fail  to  irritate  me  agamft -Philocles. 
The  latter  fuflained  -this  difficult  war  by  his  courage,  ca¬ 
pacity,  and  the  love  which .  the  Metiers  had  for  him. 
Tho’  the  whole' army  knew  that  this  aeicent  was  raih, 
and  would  be  fatal  to  the  Cretans,  yet  every  one  laboured 
as  much  to  make  it  fuqceed,  as  if  his  li.e  am.  ..appinviS 
depended  on  its  fuccefs  :  Every  one  was  contented  hourly 
to  hazard  his  lirVunder  a  leader  fo  wife  and  fo  intent  on 

making  himfelf  beloved.  . 

Timocrates  had  every  thing  to  apprehend  m  attempt- 
inc  to  difpatch' a'  general  in  themidll  of  an  army  who  fo 
paflionatefy  loved  him;  but  mad  ambition  is  blind.  Ti¬ 
mocrates' thought,  nothing  difficult  to  gratny  Protefilaus, 
with  Whom  he  imagined  he  (hould  (hare  an  abiolute  domi- 

.  -  v.. . rJ  PhiWIes.  and  Protefilau: 


Timocrates  yeauceu  y.vu  captains  who  were  continually 
with  Phiiocles  f  he  ptoniifed  them  great  rewards  m  my 
name,  and  then  told  Philocles  that  he  came  by  my  order 
to  acquaint  him  with  fome  fecret  affairs,  wmcli  he  was.  to 
communicate  to  him  in  the  prefence  of  theie  two  captains 
only.  Whereupon  Philocles  having  fbut  himfelf  up  with 
them,  Timocrates  flabbed  him  with  a  poniard,  but  it  fiipt 
slide,  and  did  not  penetrate  far.  Philocles,  with  great 
compofure  of  mind,  wrefled  it  from  him,  and  made  me 
of  it  agaiaft  him  and, the  other  two  ;  and  caking  out  at  the 
fame  time,  fome  foldiers  ran  to  the  door,  broke  it  open, 
and  difengaged  Philocles  from  the  hinds- of 
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blemerit :  ilsfurent  pris,  &  on  les  auroit  d’abord  dechi- 
res,  tant  l’indignation  de  l’armee  etoit  grande,  fi  Phi- 
locles  n’eut  arrete  la  multitude.  Enfuite  il  prit  Timocrate 
en  particular,  &  luidemanda  avec  douceur,  qui  Pavoit 
oblige  a  commettre  une  adion  fi  noire  ?  Timocrate  qui 
craignoit  qu’on  ne  le  fit  mourir,  fehata  de  montrer  l’ordre 
que  je  lui  avois  donne  par  ecrit  de  tuer  Philocles;  & 
comme  les  traitres  font  toujours  laches,  il  fongea  a  fau- 

ver  fa  vie  en  decouvrant  a  Philocles  toute  la  tratafon  de 
Protefilas. 

Philocles  effraye  de  voir  tant  de  malice  dans  les  hom¬ 
ines,  prit  un  parti  plein  de  moderation  :  il  declara  a  toute 
1  armee  que  Timocrate  etoit  innocent,  il  le  mit  en  furete, 
&  le  renvoya  en  Crete ;  il  ceda  le  commandement  de 
1  armee  a  Polimene,  que  j’avois  nomme  dans  mon  ordre 
ecnt  de  ma  main,  pour  commander  quand  on  auroit  tue 
Philocles.  Enfin  il  exhorta  les  troupes  a  la  fidelite  qu’ils 
me  devoient,  &  pafla  pendant  la  nuit  dans  une  legere 
barque,  qui  le  conduilit  dans  Pile  de  Samos,  oii  il  vit 
tranquilement  dans  la  pauvrete  &  dans  la  folitude,  tra- 
vaillant  a  faire  des  flatues  pour  gagner  fa  vie,  ne  vcu- 
lant  plus  entendre  parler  des  hommes  trompeurs  &  in¬ 
jures,  mais  furtout  des  rois,  qu’il  croit  les  plus  malheu- 
reux  &  les  plus  aveugles  de  tous  les  hommes. 

En  cet  endroit  Mentor  arreta  Idomenee :  He  bien, 
dit-il,  futes-vous  long  terns  adecouvrir  la  verite?  Non, 
repondit  Idomenee ;  je  compris  peu  a  peu  les  artifices  de 
Protefilas  &  de  Timocrate ;  ils  fe  brouillerent  meme; 
car  les  mechans  ont  bien  de  la  peine  a  demeurer  unis. 
Leur  divifion  acheva  de  me  montrer  le  fond  de  Pabime 
ou  ils  m’avoient  jete.  He  bien,  reprit  Mentor,  ne 
prites-vous  point  le  parti  de  vous  defaire  de  Pun  &  de 
1  autre  ?  Helas  !  repondit  Idomenee,  eft-ce  que  vous  i- 
gnorez  la  foiblelie  &  Pembarras  des  princes  ?  Quand  ils 
fe  font  une  fois  livres  a  des  hommes  qui  ont  Part  de  fe 
rendre  necefiaires,  ils  ne  peuvent  plus  efperer  aucune 
liberte.  Ceux  qu’ils  meprifent  le  plus,  font  ceux  qu’ils 
traitent  le  mieux,  &  qu’ils  confident  de  bienfaits :  j’avois 
horreur  de  Protefilas,  &  je  lui  laifiois  toute  l’autorite. 
Etrange  illufion  !  Je  me  favois  bon  gre  de  le  connoitre;, 

&  je  n  avois  pas  la  force  de  reprendre  l’autorite  que  je  lui 
avois  abandonnee.  D’ailleurs  je  le  trouvois  commode, 

complaifant. 
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affaffins ;  who  being  confufed,  had  made  but  a  feint  at¬ 
tack  upon  him.  They  were  feized,  and  would  have  been 
torn  in  pieces  by  the  enraged  army,  had  not  Phdocles 
with-held  them.  He  then  took  Timocrates  afide,  and 
aiked  him  who  had  put  him  upon  committing  fo  black  a 
deed.  Timocrates,  terrified  with  the  appreheniion  or 
death,  immediately  ffiowed  him  the  order  I  had  given 
him  under  my  own  hand  to  kill  Philocles  :  and,  as  trai¬ 
tors  are  always  cowards,  endeavoured  to  fave  his  liie  by 

difcovering  Protefilaus’s  treachery.  t. 

Philocles,  though  he  was  fhocked  at  finding  lo  much 
malice  in  mankind,  a&ed  a  very  moderate  part..  He  de¬ 
clared  to  the  whole  army  that  Timocrates  was  innocent; 
he  provided  for  his  fafety,  and  fent  him  back  to  Crete. 
He  then  refigned  the  charge  of  the  army  to  Polymenes, 
whom  I  had  appointed,  by  an  order  written  with  my  own 
hand,  to  Command  when  Philocles  ihould  be  flam.  An 
laftly,  having  exhorted  the  foldiers  to  continue  faithtu 
in  their  allegiance  to  me,  he  went  by  night  on  board  a 
fmall  bark,  which  carried  him  to  the  lfle  of  Samos, 
where  he  now  lives  in  peace,  poverty  and  folitude  ;  mak¬ 
ing  ftatues  to  get  his  bread,  and  not  caring  to  hear  or 
falfe  and  unjuft  men,  but  efpecially  of  kings,  whom  ot 
all  men  he  deems  the  blindeft  and  moft  unhappy.  - 
Here  Mentor  interrupted  Idomeneus.  Well,  laid  ne, 
were  you  long  in  discovering  the  truth?  No,  replie 
Idomeneus:  I  perceived  by  degrees  the  artifices  of  - 
tefiiaus  and  Timocrates:  they  quarreled  with  each  other, 
(for  the  wicked  find  it  very  difficult  to  continue  united) 
and  their  diffention  plainly  ffiewed  me  the  deep  abyfs  into 
which  they  had  plunged  me.  Well,  ■a"fw^’ed 
did  you  net  refolve  to  get  rid  of  them  both.  Alas .  r  - 
plied  Idomeneus,  are  you  ignorant  of  the  weaknefles  an 
difficulties  which  princes  labour  under?  When  they  have 
once  delivered  themfelves  up  to  corrupt  and  prefumptu- 
ous  men,  who  have  art  enough  to  make  themfelves i  ne- 
ceffary,  they  can  no  longer  hope  for  the  leaft  freedom. 
Thofe  whom  they  defpife  the  moft,  are  the  very  perlons 
whom  they  treat  the  belt,  and  on  whom  they  heap  their 
favours.  I  abhorred  Protefilaus,  and  yet  I  continued  him 
in  his  power.  Strange  illufion  1  I  was  overjoyed  that  I 
knew  him,  and  yet  had  not  refolutibn  enough  to  refume 
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complainant,  indufirieux  pour  flatter  mes  paflions,  ardent 
pour  mes  interets.  Enftn  j’avois  une  rajfon  pour  m’ex- 

.ei*  foibleffe,  chft  que  je  ne  con-* 

noiflois  pas  de  veritable  vertu,  faute  d’avoir  fu  chojfir  des 
gens  de  bien  qui  conduififfent  mes  affim®  jltjbyoiS' 
qu  il  n  y  en  avoit  pas  fur  la  terre,  &  qfie, la  probite  etoit 
un  beau  fan  tome.  Qu’importe/lM^ 
grand  eclat,  pour  fortir  des  mains  d;,un  homme  ccrrompu, 
&  p0ur  tomber  dans  celles  dc  quelqu'autre ^ui  ne  fa/ ni 
plus  defmtereffe,  nr  plus  fmcere  1  dtie'rTui  ?  ' Dependant . 
1  armee  navale  commandee  par  Polimene  revint.  ]e  ne 
long-eai  dIus  a  la  oonndefe  d#»  r;?*>  A*  AT&S&&  ' 


>ms&  n 


Mentor^  interrompit  encore  Idomenee  pour  hi  de- 
mander  s’il  avoit  continue,  apres  une  ft  noire  trahifon, 
a  confier  toctes^  fes  affaires  a  Protefilas.  J’etois,  hi  re- 
pondit  Idomenee,  trop  ennemi  des  affaires  &  trop  inap¬ 
plique  pour  pouvoir  me  tirer  de  fes  mains  ;  il  auroit  fallu 
renverfer  1’ordre  que  j’avois  etabli  pour  ma  commodite. 
Sc  inftruire  un  nouvel  homme :  c’eH  ce  que  je  n’eus  ja¬ 
mais  la  force  d’entreprendre.  J’aimai  mieux  fermer  les 
yeux  pour  ne  pas  voir  les  artifices  de  Protefilas.  Je  me 
confolois  feulement  cn  fefant  entendre  a  certaines  perion- 
nes  de  confiance,  que  je  n’ignorois  pas  fa  mauvaife  foi. 
Ainfi  je  m  imaginois  n’y  etre  trompe  qu’a  demi,  puifque 
je  favois  que  j’etois  trompe.  Je  fefois  merae  de  terns  en 
terns  fentir  a  Protefilas  que  je  fupportois  fon  joug  avec 
impatience.  Je  prencis  fouvent  plaifir  a  le  contredire,  a 
blamer  publiquement  quelque  chofe  qu’il  avoit  fait,  &  a 
decider  contre  fon  fentiment ;  mais  tom  me  il  connoiffoit 
ma  lenteur  &  ma  parefle,  il  ne  s’embarraffoit  point  de 
,  50UsrI?es  li  revenoit  opiniatrement  a  la  charge, 

il  ufoit  tantot  de  manieres  preffantes,  tantot  de  fouplefle 
d  infinuation ;  lur-tout  quand  il  s’appercevoit  que 
j  eto;s  pique  contre  lui,  il  redoubloit  fes  foins.  pour  me 
lournir  de  nouveaux  amufemens  propres  a  m’amollir,  ou 
pour  m’embarquer  en  quelque  affaire  ou  il  eut  occafion 
de  fe  rendre  necefidire  &  de  faire  valoir  fon  zele  pour  ma 
reputation.  r 


Quoique 


the  .authority  I  had  given  him.  JBefides  I  found  him 
good-natufea,  complaifant,  mduftrious  in  flattering  my 
paflions,;  zealous  for  my  intereft ;  in  fhort,  I  found  rea- 
fbn$  toexcufemy  weaknefs  to  myfelf,  becaufe  I  was  a 
ftranger  to  true  virtue,  for  want  of  chufing  men  of  pro- 
<&&£§?  my  affairsr^  ^  fought  that  there  were 
none  oh  the  earth,  and  that  integrity  was  only  a  beauti¬ 
ful  phantom.  What  fignifies  it,  laid  I,  to  make  a  great 
fUr  to  get  out  of  the  hands  of  one  corrupt  man,  only  to 
fall  into  thofe  of  another,  who  will  not  be  more  diftnter- 
efted  nor  more  fmcere  than  he.  Mean  time  the  fleet 
under  the  command  of  Polymenes  returned.  I  thought 
no  mbreof  the  conqueft  of  the  ifle  of  Carpathus,  and 
Protefilaus  could  not  diflemble  fo  deeply  but  that  I  dif- 
cbvered  how  vexed  he  was  to  hear  that  Philocles  was  fafe 
in  Samos. 

Mentor  interrupted  Idomeneus  in  order  to  afk  him.  If 
he  continued,  after  fo  black  a  piece  'of  treachery,  to  en- 
trail  all  his  affairs  to  Protefilaus.  I  was,  replied  Ido¬ 
meneus,  too  averfe  to  buflnefs,  and  too  fupine  to  be  able 
to  get  out  of  his  hands  ;  for  I  then  mull  have  difconcert- 
ed  the  fcheme  I  had  laid  down  for  my  own  eafe,  and  have 
been  at  the  trouble  of  initrubting  fome  body  elfe,  which  I 
had  not  refolution  enough  to  undertake :  I  rather  chofe  to 
fhut  my  eyes,  that  I  might  not  fee  Protefilaus’s  artifices; 
and  only  eafed  my  mind  by  letting  fome  of  my  particular 
confidents  know,  that  I  was  not  a  ftranger  to  his  villanies. 
Thus  did  I  fancy  that  I  was  but  half  deceived,  fince  I 
knew  that  I  was  deceived.  Sometimes,  however,  I- made 
Protefilaus  himfelf  fenfible  that  I  bore  his  yoke  with  im¬ 
patience  ;  and  often  took  a  pleafure  in  contradi&ing  him, 
in  publickly  cenfuring  fome  of  his  abtions,  and  in  deter¬ 
mining  contrary  to  his  opinion ;  but  as  he  knew  my  floth 
and  fupinenefs,  he  gave  himfelf  no  concern  about  any 
difcontent  of  mine.  He  obftinately  returned  to  the  attack ; 
fometimes  in  an  importunate,  and  fometimes  in  a  cring¬ 
ing  and  infmuating  way.  And  when  he  perceived  that 
I  was  exafperated  again#  him,  he  then  particularly 
doubled  his  diligence  to  furnilh  new  amufements  which 
were  likely  to  moiify  or  embark  me  in  fome  affair, 
wherein  he  might  have  an  opportunity  to  render  himfelf 
necetfhry,  and  to  make  the  moll  of  his  zeal  for  my  honour. 

Though 
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Quoiqpe  je  fuffe  en  garde  contre  lui,  cette  maniere  de 
flatter  mes  paflions  m’entrainoit  toujours ;  il  favoit  mes 
fecrets ;  il  me  foulageoit  dans  mes  embarfas ;  il  fe- 
foit  trembler  tout  le  monde  par  mon  autorite.  Enfin  je 
ne  pus  me  refoudre  a  le  perdre:  mais  en  le  maintenant 
dans  fa  place,  je  mis  tous  les  gens  de  bien  hors  d’etat  de 
me  reprefenter  mes  veritables  interets.  Depuis  ce  mo¬ 
ment  on  n’entendit  plus  dans  mes  cenfeils  aucune  pa¬ 
role  libre.  La  verite  s’eloigna  de  moi ;  1’erreur  qui  pre¬ 
pare  la  chute  des  rois,  me  punit  d’avoir  facrifie  Phiiocles 
a  la  cruelle  ambition  de  Protefllas.  Ceux  memes  qui 
avoient  le  plus  de  zele  pour  l’Etat  &  pour  ma  perfonne, 
fe  crurent  difpenfes  de  me  detromper  apres  un  fi  terrible 
exemple.  Moi-meme,  mon  cher  Mentor,  je  craignois 
que  la  verite  ne  pe^at  le  nuage,  &  qu’elle  ne  parvint 
jufqu’a  moi  malgre  les  flatteurs ;  car  n’ayant  plus  la 
force  de  la  fuiyre,  fa  lumiere  m’etoit  importune.  Je  fen- 
tois  en  moi-meme  qu’elle  m’eut  caufe  de  cruels  remords 
fans  pouvoir  me  tirer  d’un  li  funefte  engagement.  Ma 
molefle  &  l’afcendant  que  Protefllas  avoit  pris  infenfible- 
ment  fur  moi,  me  jetoient  dans  une  efpece  de  defefpoir 
de  rentrer  jamais  en  liberte.  Je  ne  voulois  ni  voir  un  ft 
honteux  etat,  ni  le  laifler  voir  aux  autres.  Vous  favez, 
cher  Mentor,  la  vaine  hauteur  &  la  faufle  gloire  dans  la- 
quelle  on  eleve  les  rois  :  ils  ne  veulent  jamais  avoir  tort. 
Pour  couvrir  une  faute,  il  en  faut  faire  cent.  Plutot  que 
d’avouer  qu’on  s’eft  trompe,  &  fe  donner  la  peine  de  re- 
venir  de  fon  erreur,  il  faut  fe  lailfer  tromper  toute  fa  vie. 
Yoila  l’etat  des  princes  foibles  &  inappliques  ;  c’etoit 
precifement  le  mien,  lorfqu’il  fallut  que  je  partiffe  pour 
le  ftege  de  Troye. 

En  partant  je  laifiai  Protefllas  maitre  des  affaires  :  il 
les  conduifoit  en  mon  abfence  avec  hauteur  &  inhumanite. 
Tout  le  royaume  de  Crete  gemiffoit  fous  fa  tyrannie  : 
mais  perfonne  n’ofoit  me  mander  l’oppreffion  des  peuples. 
On  favoit  que  je  craignois  de  voir  la  verite :  &  que 
j’abandonnois  a  la  cruaute  de  Protefllas  tous  ceux  qui 
entreprenoient  de  parler  contre  lui:  mais  moins  on 
ofoit  |eclater,  plus  le  mal  etoit  violent.  Dans  la  fuite 
il  me  contraignit  de  chaffer  le  vaillant  Merion,  qui 
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Though  I  was  upon  my  guard  againft  him,  yet  this 
way  of  Toothing  my  paffions  always  got  the  bettfer  of  me. 
He  knew  my  fecrets ;  he  eafed  me  under  my  difficulties ; 
he  made  every  body  tremble  at  my  power.  In  fhort,  I 
could  not  refolve  to  part  with  him  ;  and,  by  maintain¬ 
ing  him  in  his  poft,  I  put  it  out  of  the  power  of  all  ho¬ 
ned:  men  to  fhew  me  my  true  intereft.  From  this  time 
there  was  no  freedom  of  fpeech  in  my  counfels;  truth 
fled  far  from  me ;  and  error,  which  paves  the  way  to  the 
downfal  of  princes,  was  a  judgment  upon  me  for  having 
facrificed  Philocles  to  Protefilaus’s  cruel  ambition.  Even 
they,  who  had  moft  zeal  for  my  perfon  and  the  good  of 
the  ftate,  thought  themfelves  under  no  obligation  to  un¬ 
deceive  me,  after  fo  dreadful  an  example.  I  myfelf,  my 
dear  Mentor,  was  afraid  left  truth  lhould  break  through 
the  cloud,  and  reach  even  to  me,  in  fpite  of  all  my 
flatterers;  for  not  having  the  refolution  to  follow  it,  its 
light  was  troublefome  to  me  :  And  then  I  was  confcious 
that  it  would  have  occafioned  me  the  bittereft  compuncti¬ 
on,  and  not  have  refcued  me  fropi  fo  unhappy  afituation. 
My  effeminacy,  and  the  afcendant  which  Proteftlaus  had 
inlenftbly  gained  over  me,  plunged  me  into  a  kind  of 
defpair  of  ever  recovering  my  liberty.  I  was  unwilling 
to  view  my  fhameful  condition  myfelf,  or  to  fuffer  others 
to  do  it.  You  know,  my  dear  Mentor,  the  vain  pride 
and  falfe  glory  in  which  kings  are  bred  up ;  they  will 
never  be  in  the  wrong.  To  hide  one  fault  they  commit 
a  hundred.  Rather  than  own  that  they  are  miftaken, 
and  give  themfelves  the  trouble  of  rectifying  their  errors, 
they  fuffer  themfelves  to  be  deluded  all  their  lives  long. 
Such  is  the  condition  of  weak  and  indolent  princes,  and 
fuch  was  mine  precifely,  when  I  was  obliged  to  go  to  the 
flege  of  Troy. 

At  my  departure  I  left  the  management  of  my  affairs 
to  Protefilaus,  and  he  governed  in  my  abfence  with  pride 
and  inhumanity.  The  whole  kingdom  of  Crete  groaned 
under  his  tyranny ;  but  nobody  durft  fend  me  word  of  the 
oppreffion  of  my  people ;  knowing  that  I  was  afraid  of 
feeing  the  truth,  and  that  I  gave  up  to  Protefllaus’s 
cruelty  all  who  ventured  to  fpeak  againft  him.  But  the 
more  fearful  people  were  of  difcovering  the  evil,  the 
more  violent  it  grew.  He  afterwards  conftrained  me  to 
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m’aveit  fuivi  avec  tant  de  gloire  au  fregc  de  Troye.  II 
en  etoit  devenu  jaloux,  tomrne  de  tous  celix  que  j’aimois, 
&  qui  montroient  quelque  vertu.  " 

II  faut  que  vous  fachiez,  mon  cher  Mentor,  que 
tous  mes  malheurs  font  venus  de  la.  Ce  n’eft  pas 
tant  la  mort  de  mon  fils  qui  caufa  la  revoke  des  Cre- 
tois,  que  la  vengeance  des  Dieux  irrites  centre  mes  foi- 
bleffes,  &  la  haine  des  peuples  que  Protefilas  m’avoit 
attiree.  Quand  je  repandis  le  fang  de  mon  fils,  les  Cre- 
tois  iafles  d’un  gouvernement  rigoureux  avoient  epuife 
toute  leur  patience,  §c  Phorreur  de  cette  derniere  aftion 
ne  fit  que  montrer  au-dehors  ce  qui  etoit  depuis  long- 
tems  dans  le  fond  des  coeurs. 

Timocrate  me  fuivit  au  fiege  de  Troye,  &  rendoit 
compte  fecretement  par  fes  lettres  a  Protefilas  de  tout  ce 
qu’il  pouvoit  decouvrir.  Je  fentois  bien  que  j'etois  en 
captivite;  mais  je  tachois  de  n’y  pas  penfer,  defefpe- 
rant  d’y  remedier.  Quand  les  Cretois  a  mon  arrivee  fe 
revolterent,  Protefilas  &  Timocrate  furent  les  premiers  a 
s’enf uir.  Ils  m’auroient  fans  doute  abandonne  fi  je  n’euffe 
ete  contraint  de  m’enfuir  prefque  aflitot  qu’eux.  Comp- 
tez,  mon  cher  Mentor,  que  les  homines  infolens  pendant 
la  profperite  font  toujours  foibles  &  tremblans  dans  la 
difgrace.  La  tete  leur  tourne  auffitot  que  Pautorite  ab- 
folue  leur  echappe.  On  les  voit  aufli  rampans  qu’ils  ont 
ete  hautains,  &  e’eft  en  un  moment,  qu’ils  paffent  d’une 
extrfmite  a  1’autre. 

Mentor  dit  a  Idomenee  :  Mais  d’oii  vient  que  connoif- 
fant  a  fond  ces  deux  medians  hommes,  vous  ies  gardez 
encore  auprts  de  vous  ccmme  je  le  vois?  Je  ne  fuis  pas 
furpris  qu’ils  vous  ayent  fuivi,  n’ayant  rien  de  meilleur  a 
faire  pour  leurs  interets.  Je  comprens  meme  que  vous 
aviez  fait  une  adion  genereufe  de  leur  donner  un  afyle 
dans  votre  nouvel  etabliffement :  mais  pourquoi  vous  li- 
vrer  encore  a  eux  apres  tant  de  cruelles  experiences  ? 

Vous  ne  favez  pas,  repondit  Idomenee,  combien  toutes 
les  experiences  font  inutiles  aux  princes  amollis  &  in¬ 
appliques  qui  vivent  fans  reflexion.  Ils  font  mecontens 
de  tout,  &  ils  n’ont  pas  le  courage  de  rien  redreffer. 
Tant  d’annees  d’habitude  etoient  des  chaines  de  fer  qui 
me  lioient  a  ces  deux  hommes.  Sc  ils  m’obfedoient  a  toute 

heure 
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difmifs  the  valiant  Merion,  who  had  attended  me  with 
great  glory  to  the  fiege  of  Troy.  He  was  grown  jealous 
of  him,  as  he  was  of  all  whom  I  loved,  and  who  gave 
any  proofs  of  virtue. 

You  mud  know,  my  dear  Mentor,  that  this  is  the 
fource  of  all  my  misfortunes.  It  was  not  fo  much  my 
fon’s  death  that  occafioned  the  revolt  of  the  Cretans,  as 
the  vengeance  of  the  Gods,  who  were  incenfed  at  my 
crimes,  and  the  hatred  of  the  people,  which  Protefilaus 
had  drawn  upon  me.  When  I  died  my  fon’s  blood,  the 
Cretans,  tired  of  my  rigorous  government,  had  loft  -all 
patience ;  and  the  horror  of  this  laft  a&ion  only  induced 
them  to  make  a  publick  difcovery  of  what  long  fince  had 
been  concealed  in  their  hearts. 

Timoerates  attended  me  to  the  fiege  of  Troy,  and  gave 
an  account  privately  in  his  letters  to  Protefilaus  .of  all  the 
difcoveries  he  could  make.  I  plainly  perceived  my 
thraldom,  but  endeavoured  not  to  think  of  it,  defpair^ 
ing  of  a  remedy  .  When  the  Cretans  revolted  at  my  ar¬ 
rival,  Protefilaus  and  Timoerates  were  the  flrft  who  fled. 
They  would  without  doubt  have  aeferted  me,  had  I  not 
been  conftrained  to  fly  almoft  as  foon  as  they.  Be  af- 
fured,  my  dear  Mentor,  that  men  who  are  infolent  in 
profperity,  are  always  the  moft  abjefl  cowards  in  adver¬ 
sity.  Their  heads  turn  as  foon  as  abfolute  power  for- 
fakes  them;  they  become  as  cringing  as  they  were  proud, 
and  pafs  in  a  moment  from  one  extreme  to  the  other. 

Mentor  faid  to  Idomeneus,  But  whence  comes  it,  as 
you  fo  thoroughly  know  thefe  two  wicked  men,  that  you 
Hill  keep  them  about  you,  as  I  fee  you  do?  I  am  not 
furprifed  at  their  following  you,  as  they  could  do  nothing 
better  for  their  own  intereft,  and  I  think  that  you  have 
done  a  generous  aflion  in  affording  them  an  afylum  in 
your  new  fettlement ;  but  why  do  you  deliver  yourfelf  up 
to  them  again  after  fo  many  fatal  trials  ? 

You  know  not,  anfwered  Idomeneus,  how  ufelefs  all 
experience  is  to  effeminate,  fupine,  and  unthinking 
princes.  They  are  diffatis fed  with  all  things,  and  have 
not  courage  to  redrefs  any  thing.  So  many  years  of  fa¬ 
miliarity  were  chains  of  iron  which  linked  me  to  thefe  two 
jnen,  who  befet  me  every  hour.  Since  I  have  been  here, 
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heure.  Depuis  que  je  fuis  ici,  ils  m’ont  jete  dans  toutes 
les  depenfes  exceilives  que  vous  avez  vues.  Us  ont  epuiie 
cet  Etat  naiffant,  I3s  m’ont  attire  cette  guerre  qui  m’al- 
loit  accabler  fans  vous.  j’aurci  bientot  eprouve  a  Sa- 
lente  les  memes  malheurs  que  j’ai  fentis  en  Crete  : 
mais  vous  rn’avez  enfin  ouvert  les  yeux,  &  vous  m’a- 
ve'z  infpire  le  courage  qui  me  manquoit  pour  me  met- 
tre  hors  de  fervitude.  Je  ne  fairs  ce  que  vous  avez  fait 
en  moi ;  mais  depuis  que  vous  etes  ici,  je  me  fens  un 

autre  homme.  v  ,  ,  ,  u  ,  .  . 

Mentor  demanda  enfuite  a  Tdomenee  quelle  etoit  la 

conduits  de  Protefilas  dans  ce  changement  des  affaires. 
Rien  n’eft  plus  artificieux,  repondit  Idomenee,  que  ce 
eu’il  a  fait  depuis  votre  arrivee.  D’abord  il  n’oublia 
rien  pour  jeter  indire&ement  quelque  defiance  dans  mon  , 
efprit.  II  ne  difoit  rien  centre  vous ;  mais  je  voyois  di- 
verfes  fens  qui  venoient  m  avertir  que  ces  deux  etrangers 
etcient°fort  a  craindre.  L’un,  difcient-ils,  eft  le  fils  du 
trompeur  Ulyffe  ;  Pautre  eft  un  homme  cache  &  (Pun 
efprit  profond :  ils  font  accoutumes  a  errer  de  royaume 
en  royaume ;  qui  fait  s’ils  n’ont  point  forme  quelque 
deffein  fur  celui-ci  ?  Ces  aventuriers  racontent  eux-memes 
qu’ils  ont  caufe  de  grands  troubles  dans  tous  les  pays  ou 
ils  ont  paffe.  Voici  un  Etat  naiffant  &  mal  affermi ;  les 
moindres  mouvemens  pourroient  lerenverfer.  ^ 

Protefilas  ne  difoit  rien,  mais  il  tachoit  de  me  faire 
entrevoir  le  danger  &  Pexces  de  toutes  ces  reformes  que 
vous  me  fefiez  entreprendre.  Il  me  prenoit  par  men 
propre  interet.  Si  vous  mettez,  difoit-il,  les  peuples 
dans  l’abondance,  ils  ne  travailleront  plus,  ils  deviendront 
fiers,  indociles,  &  feront  toujours  prets  a  fe  revolter  : 
il  nJy  a  que  la  foihleffe  &  la  mifere  qui  les  rende  fouples, 
&  qui  les  empeche  de  refifter  a  P autorite.  Souvent  il 
tachoit  de  reprendre  fon  ancienne  autorite  pour  m’entrai- 
ner,  &  il  la  couvroit  d’un  pretexte  de  zele  pour  mon  fer- 
vice.  En  voulant  foulager  les  peuples,  me  difoit-il, 
vous  rabaiffez  la  puiffance  royale;  &  par  la^  vous  faites 
au  peuple  rnemc  un  tort  irreparable  ;  car  il  a  beloin  qu  on 

le  tienne  bas  pour  fon  prepre  repos. 

A  tout  cel  a  je  repondois  que  je  faurojs  bien  temr  les 
peuples  dans  leur  devoir  en  me  fefant  aimer  d’eux,  en  ne 

icUchant  rien  de  mon  autorite,  quoique  je  les  foulageaffe; 
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they  have  put  me  upon  the  exceffive  expences  which  you 
have  feen ;  they  have  exhauded  this  riling  hate  ;  they 
have  drawn  this  war  upon  me,  which  but  for  you  I  fhould 
have  funk  under.  I  fhould  foon  have  experienced  at 
Salentum  the  fame  misfortunes  which  I  differed  in  Crete; 
but  you  at  length  have  opened  my  eyes,  and  infpired  me 
with  the  courage  I  wanted,  to  deliver  myfelf  from  bon¬ 
dage.  1  know  not  what  you  have  done  to  me;  but  fince 
you  have  been  here,  I  find  myfelf  quite  another  man. 

Mentor  then  afked  Xdomeneus,  how  Protefilaus  be¬ 
haved  in  the  prefent  change  of  affairs.  Nothing  is  more 
artful,  replied  Idomeneus,  than  his  condudl  fince  your 
arrival.  At  fir'd  he  ufed  all  indirect  methods  to  make  me 
fufpicious.  He  himfelf,  indeed,  faid  nothing  again  ft 
you,  but  federal  perfons  came  and  told  me  that  thefe  two 
itrangers  were  much  to  be  feared.  One,  faid  they,  is 
the  foil  of  the  deceitful  Ulyfles ;  the  other  wears  a  dif- 
guife  and  has  a  deep  head:  they  are  ufed  to  wander  from 
kingdom  to  kingdom,  and  who  knows  that  they  have  not 
formed  fome  defign  upon  this?  Thefe  adventurers  them- 
felves  relate  that  they  have  caufed  great  confufions  in  the 
countries  through  which  they  have  palled.  Ours  is  an 
infant  unfettled  date,  and  the  lead  commotions  might 
overturn  it.  • 

Protefilaus  faid  nothing,  but  he  endeavoured  to  make 
me  fee  the  danger  and  extravagance  of  all  the  reforma¬ 
tions  which  you  made  me  undertake.  My  own  intered 
was  the  argument  lie  made  ufe  of :  If  you  let  your  fub- 
jeCls  abound,  faid  he,  they  will  work  no  longer,  but 
grow  proud,  intractable,  and  be  always  ready  to  revolt. 
Nothing  but  weaknefs  and  poverty  make’s  them  pliable, 

*  and  hinders  them  from  redding  authority.  He  has  often 
endeavoured  to  refume  his  former  afcendant  over  me, 
covering  it  with  a  pretended  zeal  for  my  fervice.  By 
eafmg  the  people,  faid  he,  yon  debate  the  royal  power, 
and  thereby  do  the  people  them  felves  an  irreparable  in¬ 
jury  ;  for  it  is  neceffary  for  their  own  quiet  that  they 
fhould  be  kept  humble. 

To  all  this  I  anfwered,  that  I  fhould  eadlv  keep  the 
people  firm  in  their  allegiance  to  me  by  making  myfelf 
beloved  by  them ;  by  remitting  nothing  of  my  authority, 

•  ,  B  2  though 
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en  puniffant  avec  fermete  tous  les  coupables ;  enfin  en 
dormant  aux  enfans  une  bonne  education,  &c  a  tout  le  peu- 
ple  une  exalte  dilcipline  pour  le  tenir  dans  une  vie  fim- 
ple,  fobre  &  laborieufe.  Eh  quoi !  dilbis-je,  ne  peut-on 
pas  foumettre  un  peuple  fans  le  faire  mourir  de  faim  ? 
Quelle  inhumanite  l  quelle  politique  brutale !  Combien 
vovons-nous  de  peuples  traites  doucement,  &  tres-foumis 
a  leurs  fouverains  1  Co  qui  caufe  les  re  voltes,  c  eft  1  am¬ 
bition  &  l’inquietude  des  grands  d’un  Etat,  quand  on 
ne  fait  pas  les  tenir  dans  le  devoir,  Sc  qu’on  a  laiffe  leurs 
paffions  s’etendre  au  dela  bornes :  c’eft  la  licence  dans 
les  autres  ordres  de  l’Etat,  fi  on  neglige  de  la  repri- 
mer-  c’eit  la  multitude  des  grands  &  des  petits  qui  vivent 
dans*  la  moleffe,  dans  le  luxe  &  dans  l’oifivete;  c’eft  la 
trop  grande  abondance  d’hommes  adonnes  a  la  guerre, 
qui  ont  neglige  toutes  les  occupations  utiles  dans  le 
terns  de  paix:  enfin  c’eft  le  defelpoir  des  peuples  mal- 
traites  ;  c’eft  la  durete,  la  hauteur  des  r.ois,  Sc  leur 
moleffe  qui  les  rend  incapables  de  veiller  fur  tous  les 
membres  de  l’Etat  pour  prevenir  les  troubles.  Voila 
ce  qui  caufe  les  revokes,  &  non  pas  le  pam  qu  on  ladle 
manger  en  paix  au  laboureur,  apres  qu’il  l’a  gagne  a  la 

fueur  de  fon  vifage.  , 

Quand  Protefilas  a  vu  que  ]  etois  mebranlable  dans  ces 

.maximes,  il  a  pris  un  parti  tout  oppof6  a  fa  conduite  pai- 
fee  •  il  a  commence  a  iuivre  les  maximes  qu  il  n  avoit 
pu  detruire :  il  a  fait  femblant  de  les  gouter,  d’en  etre 
convaiucu,  de  m’avoir  obligation  de  1  avoir  eclaire  la- 
deffus  II  va  au-dtvant  de.tout  ce  que  je  pourrois^  fou- 
haiter  pour  foulager  les  pauvres :  il  eft  le  premier  a  me 
reprefenter  leurs  befoins,  Sc  a  crier  contre  les  depends 
excefiives.  Vous  fayez  meme  qu'il  vous  loue,  qu  il  vous 
temoigne  de  la  confiance,  &  qu’il  n’oubhe  nen  pour  vous 
plaire.  Pour  Timocrate,  il  commence  a  n  etre  plus  ft 
bien  avec  Protefilas  ;  il  a  fonge  a  fe  rendre  independant. 
Protefilas  en  eft  jaloux.  Sc  c’eft  en  partie  par  leurs  aifte- 
rends  que  j’ai  decouvert  leur  perfidie. 

Mentor  fouriant,  repondit  ainfi  a  Idomenee :  Quox 
done!  vous  avez  ete  foible,  jufqu’h  vous  laiffer  tyran- 
nifer  pendant  lant  d’annees  par  deux  traitres^dont  wus 
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though  I  lightened  their  burden  ;  by  refolutely  punch¬ 
ing  all  offenders  ;  by  giving  children  a  good  education, 
and  by  being  ftrid  in  keeping  all  my  fubjefls  up  to  a 
plain,  fober,  and  laborious  life.  How  !  faid  I,  is  it  not 
poffible  to  make  people  obedient  without  flarving  them 
to  death  ?  What  inhumanity  !  what  brutal  policy !  How 
many  nations  do  we  fee  mildly  governed,  and  yet  loyal  to 
their  princes  1  That  which  caufes  rebellions,  is  the  reft- 
lefs  ambition  of  the  grandees  of  a  ftate,  when  they  are 
entrufted  with  too  much  power,  and  their  paflions  fuffer- 
ed  to  ftretch  beyond  bounds ;  it  is  the  negleding  to  pu- 
nifh  the  licentioufnefs  of  other  orders  in  the  ftate  ;  it  is 
the  multitude  of  the  Great  and  the  Vulgar  who  live  in 
luxury,  in  pomp  and  idlenefs ;  it  is  the  too  great  number 
of  military  men,  who  have  neglefted  all  the  employments 
which  are  ufeful  in  time  of  peace ;  in  fhort,  it  is  the  def- 
pair  of  the  injured  people  ;  it  is  the  cruelty  and  pride  of 
princes,  and  their  luxury,  which  makes  them  incapa¬ 
ble  of  watching  over  the  members  of  the  ftate,  in 
order  to  prevent  difturbances Thefe  are  the  caufes  of 
rebellions,  and  not  the  permitting  the  labourer  to  eat 
the  bread  in  peace,  which  he  has  earned  by  the  fweat  of 
his  brows. 

When  Protefilaus  faw  that  I  was  immoveable  in  thefe 
maxims,  he  took  a  courfe  quite  contrary  to  his  former, 
and  began  to  aft  agreeable  to  principles  which  he  could 
not  deftroy;  pretending  to  relifh  them,  to  be  convinced 
of  their  truth,  and  to  be  obliged  to  me  for  having  en¬ 
lightened  his  underftanding  in  thefe  matters.  He  anti¬ 
cipates  all  my  defires  to  eafe  the  poor,  and  is  the  firft  to 
reprefent  their  wants  to  me,  and  to  cry  out  againft  ex¬ 
travagance.  You  yourfelf  know  that  he  praifes  you, 
that  he  pretends  to  repofe  a  confidence  in  you,  and  does 
every  thing  to  pleafe  you.  As  for  Timocrates,  he  begins 
to  lofe  the  good  graces  of  Protefilaus,  having  had  thoughts 
of  rendering  himfelf  independant.  Protefilaus  is  jealous, 
of  him,  and  it  was  partly  by  their  differences  that  I  dis¬ 
covered  their  perfidy. 

Have  you  then,  faid  Mentor  to  Idomeneus  with  a  fmile,. 
been  fo  weak  as  to  fuffer  yourfelf  to  be  tyrannized  over 
for  fo  many  years  by  two  traitors,  whole  treafons  you 
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connoifHez  la  trahifon J.  Ah  1  vous  ne  favez  pas,  repon- 
dit  Idomenee,  ce  que  peuvent  les  homines  artificieux 
fur  un  roi  foible  &  inapplique,  qui  s’efl  livre  a  eux  pour 
routes  fes  affaires.  D’ailleurs  je  vous  ai  deja  dit  que 
Protefilas  entre  maintenant  dans  toutes  vos  vues  pour  le 
bien  public. 

Mentor  reprit  ainfi  le  difeours  d’un  air  grave:  Je  ne 
vois  que  trop  combien  les  medians  prevalent  fur  les  bons  ' 
aupres  des  rois  :  vous  en  etes  un  terrible  exemple.  Mais 
vous  dites  que  je  vous  ai  divert  les  yeux  fur  Protefilas, 
&  ils  font  encore  fermes  pour  laifier  le  gouvernement  de 
vos  affaires  a  cet  homme  indigne  de  vivre.  Sachez  que 
les  medians  ne  font  point  des  hommes  incapables  de  faire 
le  bien:  ils  le  font  indifteremment  de  me  me  que  le  mal, 
qoand  il  peut  fervir  a  leur  ambition.  Le  mal  ne  leur 
coute  rien  a  faire,  parce  qu’aucun  fentiment  de  bonte,  ni 
aucun  prbncipe  de  vertu  ne  les  retient;  mais  auffi  ils  font 
le  bien  fans  peine,  parce  que  leur  corruption  les  porte  a 
le  faire  pour  paroitre  bons.  &  pour  iromper  le  refte  des 
hommes.  A  proprement  parler,  ils  ne  font  pas  capables 
de  la  vertu,  lors  meme  qu’ils  paroiftent  la  pratiquer ; 
mais  ils  font  capables  d’ajouter  a  tous  les  autres  vices  le 
plus  horrible  des  vices,  qui  eft  l’hypocrifie.  Taut  que 
yw;  voudrez  abfolumerit  faire  le  bien,  Protefilas  fera 
pret  a  le  faire  avec  vous,  pour  conferver  l’autorite, 
Mais  fi  peu  qu’il  fente  en  vous  de  facilite  a  vous  relacher, 
il  n’oubliera  rien  pour  vous  faire  retomber  dans  Pegare- 
ment,  &  pour  reprendre  en  liberte  fon  naturel  trompeur 
&  feroce.  Pouvez-vous  vivre  avec  honneur  Sc  en  repos, 
pendant  qu’un  tel  homme  vous  ohfede  a  toute  heure.  Sc 
que  vous  favez  le  fage  "&  le  fidele  Philoqles  pauvre  8c  def- 
horiore  dans  Pile  de  Samos? 

Vous  reconnoiiTez  bien,  6  Idomenee,  que  les  hommes 
trompeurs  &  hardis  qui  font  prefens,  entrainent  les 
princes  foibles.  Mais  vous  deviez  ajouter  que  les  princes 
ont  encore  un  autre  malheur,  qui  n’efi  pas  moindre; 
e’eft  celui  d’oublier  facilement  la  vertu  Sc  les  fervices 
cl’un  homme  eloigne.  La  multitude  des  hommes  qui 
environnent  les  princes,  eft  caufe  qu’il  n’y  en  a  aucun 
qui  fafie  une  impreffion  profonde  fur  eux:  ils  ne  font 
frappes  que  de  ce*  qui  eft  prefent,  &  qui  les  flatte  ;  tout 
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knew!  Ah!  you  know  not,  replied  Idomeneus,  the  af- 
cendant  which  artful  men  have  over  a  weak  and  indolent 
prince,  who  gives  up  the  management  of  his  affairs  to 
them.-  Befides,  I  have  told  you  already,  that  Pro- 
tefilaus  now  enters  into  all  your  fchemes  for  the  public 

good.  _  /  / 

Mentor  with  a  grave  air  proceeded  thus  :  I  but  too 
plainly  fee  how  much  the  wicked  prevail  over  the  good 
irf  the  courts  of  kings  :  You  are  a  fad  example  ot  it. 
But  you  fay  that  I  have  opened  your  eyes  as  to  Prote- 
iilaus,  and  yet  they  are  kill  fo  far  clofed,  as  to  leave  the 
adminiftration  of  your  affairs  to  him,  though  he  is  not 
worthy  to  live.  Know  that  the  wicked  are  not  incapable 
of  doing  good :  they  do  that,  or  evil,  indifferently,  when 
it  lubferves  their  ambition.  They  do  themfelves  no 
violence  in  committing  evil,  becaufe  no  fent'iment  of 
goodnefs,  nor  no  principle  of  virtue  with-holds  them  ; 
neither  is  it  any  pain  to  them  to  do  good,  becaufe  their 
depravity  inclines  them  to  do  it  in  order  to  feem  good, 
and  thereby  impofe  upon  the  rell  of  mankind,  lio- 
perly  fpeaking,  they  are  incapable  of  .virtue,  though  they 
appear  to  pra&ife  it ;  but  to  the  reft  of  their  vices  they 
are  capable  of  adding  hypocrify,  the  moll  deferable  of 
all.  As  long  as  you  are  abfolutely  determined  to  do 
good,  Protefilaus  will  be  ready  to  do  it  alfo,  in  c*der 
to  preferve  his  authority ;  but  if  he  finds  you  ever  fo 
little  inclined  to  flacken,  he  will  ufe  all  arts  to  make 
you  relapfe  into  your  errors,  that  he  may  be  at  liberty 
to  refume  his  fraudful  and  cruel  difpofition.  Can  you 
live  with  honour  and  in  peace  while  fuch  an  one  is 
hourly  about  you,  and  you  know  that  the  wife,  the 
faithful  Philocles  lives  in  poverty  and  difgrace  in  the 

ifland  of  Samos  ?  ■ 

You  ingenuoufly  acknowledge,  Idomeneus,  that -bold 
and  wily  men  who  are  prefent,  have  an  abfolute  afcen- 
dant  over  weak  princes  ;  but  you  ought  to  add,  that 
princes  labour  under  another  and  no  lets  an  unhappinefs, 
the  eafily  forgetting  the  virtue  and  fervices  of  the  ab.ent. 
The  multitudes  who  furround  princes,  are  the  came  that 
no  one  makes  a  deep  imprefiion  upon  them  i  1  hey  are 
ftruck  only  with  what  is  prefent,  and  flatters  them  :  every 
thin*  elfe  is  foon  effaced.  Virtue  efpeciaily  but  flightly 
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le  rede  s’efFace  bientot.  Sur-tout  la  vertu  lcs  touche 
peu,  parce  que  la  vertu,  loin  de  les  flatter,  les  contredk 
&  les  condamne  dans  leurs  foiblefles.  Faut-il  s’etonnea? 
s’iis  ne  lont  point  aimes,  puifqu’ils  n’aiment  rien  que 
leur  grandeur  &  leurs  plaifirs? 
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affe&s  them,  becaufe  virtue,  inftead  of  flattering  them, 
contradi&s  and  condemns  them  for  their  follies.  And  is 
it  any  wonder  that  they  are  not  beloved,  fince  they  love 
nothing  but  their  grandeur  and  their  pleafures  ? 
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SOMMAIRE. 

Mentor  oblige  Idomenee  a  faire  concluire  ProteJUas  &  Fi nic¬ 
er  ate  en  Vile  de  Samos ,  {if  a  rappeler  Philocles  pour  le 
remettre  en  honneur  aupres  de  lui.  Hegejippe  qui  ejl 
charge  de  cet  ordrey  V execute  avec  joie :  il  arrive  avec 
ces  deux  hommes  a  Samos ,  ou  il  revolt  fon  ami  Philocles 
content  d’y  metier  une  vie  pauvre  {if  folitaire.  Celui-ci 
tie  confent  qu* avec  beaucoup  de  peine  a  retourner  parmi  les 
Jlens:  mais  apres  avoir  reconnu  que  les  Dieux  le  veu- 
lent,  il  s’ embarque  avec  Hegejippe,  &  arrive  a  Salente, 
ou  Idomenee ,  qui  tdejl  plus  le  mime  homme,  le  reqoit  avec 
amitie. 

>  \ 

APRES  avoir  dit  ces  paroles.  Mentor  perfuada  a 
Idomenee  qu’il  falloit  an  plutot  chaffer  Protefilaa. 
&  Timocrate,  pour  rappeler  Philocles.  L’unique  diffi- 
culte  qui  arretoit  le  roi,  e’eft  qu’il  craignoit  la  leverite 
de  Philocles.  J  ’avoue  difoit-il,  que  je  ne  puis  m’em- 
pecher  de  craindre  un  peu  Ton  retour,  quoique  je  Paime 
Sc  que  je  1’eftime.  Je  inis  depuis  ma  tendre  jeuneffe  ac- 
coutume  a  des  louanges,  a  des  empreffemens,  a  des  com- 
plaifances,  que  je  ne  faurois  efperer  de  trouver  dans 
cet  homme,  Des  que  je  fefois  quelque  chofe  qu’il  n’ap- 
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The  ARGUMENT. 


JSIcntor  prevails^on  Idomeneus  to  fend  P  totef ictus  and  I  2  ?n  op¬ 
erates  to  the  ifle  of  Samos ,  and  to  recall  Philocles ,  in  order 
to  replace  him  with  honour  near  his  perfon.  Hegeftppus , 
who  is  charged  with  this  comtnijfion ,  executes  it  with  joy. 
He  arrives  with  thefe  two  men  at  Samos ,  where  he  finds 
his  friend  Philocles  contentedly  leading  an  indigent  and fcli- 
tary  life.  Philocles  does  not  confent  without  much  relud - 
ance  to  return  to  his  countrymen  ;  hut  when  he  knows  that 
it  is  the  pleafure  of  the  Gods ,  he  embarks  with  Hegeftppus , 
and  arrives  at  Salehtum,  where  Idomeneus,  who  is  no 
longer  the  fame  many  receives  him  in  a  friendly  manner . 


'  1 

'AVING  fpoken  thefe  words.  Mentor  convinced 


H__  . _  , 

Idomeneus  that  it  was  neceflary  to  put  away  Pro- 

tefilaus  and  Timocrates,  as  foon  as  poffible,.  and  to  re¬ 
call  Philocles.  The  only  difficulty  which  with-held  the 
king  from  it,  was  his  apprehenfion  of  the  feverity  of 
Philocles.  I  own,  faid  he,  that  I  cannot  help  being  a 
little  apprehenfive  of  his  return,  though  I  love  and  efteem 
him.  I  have  from  my  earlieft  youth  been  accuftomed  to 
praifes,  to  an  officioufnefs  and  complaifance  which  I  can¬ 
not  hope  to  find  in  Philocles.  Whenever  I  did  any  thing 
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prouvoit  pas,  Ton  air  trifle  me  marquoit  aflez  qu’il  me 
condamnoit.  Quand  il  etoit  en  particular.  avec  moi:,  i'es 
manieres  etcdent  refpectueufes  &  moderns,  mais  Te¬ 
ch  es. 

Ne  voyez  vous  pas,  lui  repondit  Mentor,  que  les  princes 
gates  par  la  flatterie  trouvent  fee  Sc  auftere  tout  ce 
qui  ell  libre  Sc  ingenu?  11s  vont  meme  jufqu’a  s’ima- 
giner  qu’on  n’efl  pas  zele  pour  leur  fervice,  Sc  qu’on 
n’aime  pas  leur  autorite,  des  qu’on  n’a  point  l’ame  fer- 
vile.  Sc  qu’on  n’ell  pas  pret  a  les  flatter  dans  l’ufage 
le  plus  injufle  de  leur  puiflance.  Toute  parole  libre 
&  genereufe  leur  paroit  hautaine,  critique  &  fediti- 
eufe.  11s  deviennent  fi- delicats,  que  tout  ce  qui  n’ell 
point  flatterie,,  les  blefle  Sc  les  irrite  :  mais  allons  plus 
loin.  ]e  fuppofe  que  Philocles  ell  eftetili'vement  fee 
auftere  ;  fon  aufterite  ne  vaut-elle  pas  mieux  que  la  flat¬ 
terie  pernicieufe  de  vos  confeillers  ?  Oil  trouverez-vous* 
unhomme  fans  defauts  ?  Et  le  defaut  de  veus  dire  trop 
hardiment  la  verite,  nr’eft-iE  pas  celul  que  vous  devez  le 
moins  craindre  ?  Que  dis-je  ?  N’eft-ce  pas  un  defaut  ne- 
ceflaire  pour  corriger  les  votres.  Sc  pour  vaincre  le  de- 
gout  de  la  verite,  on  la  flatterie  vous  a  fait  tomber  ?  II 
vous  faufc  un  homme  qui  n-’aime  que  la  verite,  Sc  qui  voi»s 
aime  mieux  que  vous  ne  favez  vous  aimer  vous-meme  ; 
qui  vous  dife  la  verite  malgre  vous,  qui  force  tons  vos 
retranchemens,  Sc  cet  homme  neceflaire,  e’efi  Philocles. 
Souvcnez-vous  qu’un  prince  eft  trop  heureux,  quand  il. 
naitun  feul  homme  fous  fon  regne  avec  cette  generonte, 
qui  eft  le  plus-  precieux  trefor  de  h’etat ;  Sc  que  la  plus, 
grande  punition  qu’il  doit  craindre  des  Eieux,  eft  de  per- 
tire  un  tel  homme ,  s’il  s’en  rend  indigne  faute  de  favoir- 
s’en  fervir.  Pour  les  defauts  des  gens  de  bien,  il  faut 
les  favoir  connoitre,  &  ne  laifler  pas  de-  fe  fervir  d’eux. 
Redreflcz  les  ;  ne  vous  livrez  jamais  aveuglement  a  leur 
zele  indiferet :  mais  ecoutez-les  favorablement,  honorez 
leur  vertu,  montrez  au  public  que  vous  favez  la  diftin- 
guer.  Sc  fur-tout  gardez-vous  bien  d’etre  plus  long-terns 
comme  vous  avez  ete  jufqu’ici.  Les  princes-  gates,  com- 
me  vous  l’etiez,  fe  contentant  de  meprifer  les  hommes 
corrompus,  ne  laifTent  pas  de  les  employer  avec  conflance, 
&  ^e  les  ccmbler  de  bienfaits.  D’un  autre  cote,  ils  fe 
piquentde  connoitre  aufli  les  homines. vertueux,  mais  ils 


-  4  ✓ 

Book  XIV.  TELEMACHU Sv  *9 

which  he  difliked,  his  gloomy  looks  fufficiently  {hewed 
that  he  condemned  me  ;  and  when  he  was  in  private  with 
me,  his  manners,  though  refpe&ful  and  decent,  were 
-roup-h  and  auftere. 

Do  you  not  obfervey  anfwered  Mentor,,  that  princes 
who  are  corrupted  by  flattery,  think  every  thing  rough 
and  auftere  which  is  free  and  ingenuous  ?  Nay,  they  go 
lb  far  as  to  imagine  that  a  man  is  not  zealous  for  their 
fervice,  and  is  an  enemy  to  their  authority,  who  has  not 
a  flavifh  foul,  and  is  not  apt  to  flatter  them  in  an  urn* 
righteous  ufe  of  their  power.  All  freedom  and  generality 
©f  fpeech  appears  to  them  infolent,  cenforious,  aim  xediti— 
©usf  They  are  fo  delicate,  that  every  tiling  which  is  not 
flattery,  galls  and  provokes  them.  But  let  us  go  farther^. 
Suppofing  that  Philocles  is  rough  and  auftere,  is  not  his 
aufterity  more  valuable  than  the  pernicious  adulation  of 
your  counfellors  ?  Where  will  you  find  a  man  without 
failings  ?  And  is  not  the  failing  of  telling  you  the  truth 
too  freely,  that  which  you  ought  to  apprehend  the  leaft  ?. 
Or  rather,  is  it  not  a  failing  which  is  neceffary  to  corred 
vours,  and  to  overcome  that  antipathy  to  the  tiuth  which 
flattery  has  given  you  ?  Y ou  ftand  in  need  of  a  man  who 
loves  nothing  but  truth ;  who  loves  you  more  than  you 
love  yourfetf;  who  will  tell  you.  the  truth  whether  you 
will  or  not,  and  force  your  intrenchments;  and  Philocles 
is  this  neceffary  man.  Remember  that  a  prince  is  exceed¬ 
ingly  happy,  if  one  fuch  generous  perfon,  who  is  the 
moft  precious  treafure  of  his  kingdom,  be  born  in  his 
feign- ;  and  that  the  greateft  punifhment  which  he  has  to 
apprehend  from  the  Gods,  is  the  lofing  fuch  an  one,  if 
he  renders  himfelf  unworthy  of  him  for  want  of  knowing 
how  to  make  a  proper  ufe  of  him.  As  for  the  failings 
of  men  of  virtue,  you  fhould.  contrive  menns  to  i&novv 
them,  but  fhould  not  let  them  deprive  you  of  their  fer¬ 
vice.  Reftify  them,  but  never  give  yourfelf  blindly  up, 
to  their  indifereet  zeal.  Give  them  a  favourable  hear¬ 
ing,  honour  their  virtue,  let  the  publick  fee  that  you 
know  how  to  diftinguifh  it;  and  above  all,  take  care  to 
be  no  longer  what  you  have  hitherto  been.  Princes  who 
have  been  fpoiled  as  you  were,  contenting  thcmfelves 
with  defpifmg  corrupt  men,  make  no  icruple  to  employ 
them,  and  to  heap  benefits,  upon  them.  On  the  other 
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ne  leur  donnent  que  de  vains  eloges,  n’ofant  ni  leur  con¬ 
fer  les  emplois,  ni  les  admettre  dans  leur  commerce  fa- 
milier,  ni  repandre  des  bienfaits  lur^eux. 

Alors  Idomenee  dit  qu’il  etoit  honteux  d’avoir  tant 
tarde  a. delivrer  1’innocence  opprimee,  &  a  punir  ceux 
cmi  l’avoient  trompe.  Mentor  n’eut  meme  aucune 
peine  a  determiner  le  roi  a  perdre  fen  favori  ;  car 
auffitot  qu’on  eft  parvenu  a  rendre  les  favoris  fufpe&s 
&  importuns  a  leurs  maitres,  les  princes  laftes  &  era- 
barraftes  ne  cherchent  plus  qu’a  s’en  defaire ;  leur  ami- 
tie  s’evanouit,  les  fervices  font  oublies  :  la  chute  des 
favoris  ne  leur  coute  rien,  pourvu  qu’ils  ne  les  voient 

plus.  v 

Auffitot  le  roi  ordonna  en  fecret  a  Hegefippe,  qui 
etoit  un  des  principaux  ofticiers  de  fa  mailon,  de  prendre 
Protefilas  &  Timocrate,  &  de  les  conduire  en  furete 
dans  Pile  de  Samos,  de  les  y  laifter  &  de  ramener  Phi- 
locles  de  ce  lieu  d’exil.  Hegefippe  furpfis  de  cet  ordre, 
ne  put  s’empecher  de  pleurer  de  joie.  C’eft  mainte- 
nant,  dit-il  au  roi,  que  vous  allez  charmer  vos  fujets. 
Ces  cleux  hommes  ont  caufe  tous  vos  malheurs,  &  tous 
ceux  de  vos  peuples.  II  y  a  vingt  ans  qu’ils  font  gemir 
tous  les  gens  de  bien,  &  qu’a  peine  ofe-t-on  meme  ge¬ 
mir,  tant  leur  tyrannie  eft  cruelle.  Ils  accablent  tous 
ceux  qui  entreprennent  d’aller  a  vous  par  un  autre  canal 
que  le  leur. 

Enfuite  Hegefippe  decouvrit  au  roi  un  grand  nombre 
de  perfidies  &  d’inhumanites  commifes  par  ces  deux 
hommes,  dont  le  roi  n’avoit  jamais  entendu  parler, 
parce  que  perfonne  n’ofoit  les  accufer.  11  iui  raconta 
meme  ce  qu’il  avoit  decouvert  d’une  conjuration  fecrete 
pour  faire  perir  Mentor.  Le  roi  eut  horreur  de  tout  ce 
qu’il  entendoit. 

Hegefippe  fe  hata  d’aller  prendre  Protefilas  dans  fa 
maifon.  Elle  etoit  moins  grande  mais  plus  commode 
&  plus  riante  que  celle  du  roi.  L’ architecture  etoit 
de  meilleur  gout.  Protefilas  l’avoit  ornee  avec  une 
depenfe  tiree  du  fang  des  miferables  :  il  etoit  alors 
dans  un  falon  de  marbre  aupres  de  fes  bains,  'couche 
negligemment  fur  un  lit  de  pourpre  avec  une  bro- 
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hand,  they  boafl  that  they  can  diftinguilh  men  of  virtue, 
but  they  give  them  only  empty  prailes ;  not  daring  to 
trull  them  with  employments,  nor  to  admit  them  into 
their  familiarity,  nor  to  bellow  favours  upon  them. 

Hereupon  Idomeneus  faid,  that  he  was  afhamed  of 
having  fo  long  delayed  to  deliver  opprefied  innocence, 
and  to  punifh  thofe  who  had  impoied  upon  him.  And 
Mentor  had  now  no  difficulty  at  all  to  determine  the 
king  to  difcard  his  favourite  ;  for  as  foon  as  favourites 
are  rendered  fufpe&ed  and  troublefome  to  their  mailer, 
the  weary  and  emharraffed  prince  feeks  only  to  get  rid 
of  them.  His  friendfliip  vaniflies,  fervices  are  forgot¬ 
ten,  and  the  fall  of  favourites  gives  him  no  pain  at  all, 
provided  he  fees  them  no  more. 

The  king  immediately  gave  fecret  orders  to  Hegefip¬ 
pus,  who  was  one  of  the  principal  officers  of  his  houf- 
hold,  to  arrefl  Protefilaus  and  Timocrates,  and  to  con¬ 
vey  them  in  fafety  to  the  ifiand  of  Samos  ;  to  leave  them 
there,  and  to  bring  back  Philocles  from  this  place  of  his 
exile.  Hegefippus,  furprifed  at  this  commiffion,  could 
not  help  weeping  for  joy.  Now,  faid  he  to  the  king, 
you  are  going  to  win  the  hearts  of  your  fubje&s.  Thefe 
two  men  have  been  the  caufe  of  all  your  misfortunes, 
and  of  all  thofe  of  your  people.  For  thefe  twenty  years 
have  all  men  of  virtue  groaned  under  them,  and  their 
tyranny  was  fo  cruel,  that  they  hardly  durft  to  do  that : 
They  bear  down  all  who  attempt  to  come  at  you  by  any 
canal  but  theirs. 

Hegefippus  then  difcovered  to  the  king  a  great  num¬ 
ber  of  perfidious  and  inhuman  actions  committed  by 
thefe  two  men,  which  had  never  come  to  Idomeneus’s 
ear,  becauie  nobody  duril  to  accufe  them.  He  gave  him 
an  account  likewife  of  his  difcovery  of  a  fecret  confpiracy 
to  aeftroy  Mentor.  The  king  fhivered  with  horror  at 
what  he  heard. 

Hegefippus  hallened  to  feize  Protefilaus  in  his  houfe. 
It  was  not  fo  large,  but  more  commodious  and  pleafante? 
than  the  king^s.  The  archite&ure  was  in  a  better  tafle, 
and  Protefilaus  had  embeililhed  it  with  the  riches  he  had 
extracted  out  of  the  blood  of  the  unfortunate.  Pie  hap¬ 
pened  at  that  time  to  be  in  a  marble  faloon  near  his  baths, 
negligently  lying  on  a  purple  couch  embroidered  with 
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derie  d’or  ;  il  paroifioit  las  &  epuife  de  fes  travaux ; 
fes  yeux  &  fes  lourcils  montroient  je  ne  fais  quo! 
d’agite,  de  fombre  &  de  farouche.  Les  plus  grands 
de  l’etat  etoient  autour  de  lui  ranges  fur  des  tapis, 
compofant  leurs  vifages  fur  celui  de  Protefilas,  dont 
ils  obfervoient  jufqu’au  moindre  clin  d’ceil.  A  peine 
ouvroit-il  la  bouche,  que  tout  le  monde  fe  recrioit  pour 
admirer  ce  qu’il  alloit  dire.  Un  des  principaux  de 
la  troupe  lui  racontoit  avec  des  exagerations  ridicules 
ce  que  Protefilas  lui-meme  avoit  fait  pour  le  roi.  Un 
autre  lui  afluroit  que  Jupiter  ayant  trompe  fa  mere  lui 
avoit  donne  la  vie,  &  qu’il  etoit  fils  du  pere  des  Dieux. 
Un  poete  venoit  lui  chanter  des  vers,  ou  il  difoit  que 
Protefilas  infiruit  par  les  Mules  avoit  egale  Apollon 
pour  tous  les  ouvrages  d’efprit.  Un  autre  poete  encore 
plus  lache  &  plus  impudent  l’appeloit  dans  fes  vers  l’in- 
venteur  des  beaux  arts  &  le  pere  des  peuples  qu’il  ren- 
doit  heureux.  Il  le  depeignoit  tenant  en  main  la  corne 
d’abondance. 

Protefilas  ecoutoit  toutes  ces  louanges  d’un  air  fec,- 
diftrait  &  dedaigneux,  comme  un  homme  qui  fait  bien 
qu’il  en  merite  encore  de  plus  grandes,  &  qui  fait  trop 
de  graces  de  fe  laifier  louer.  Il  y  avoit  un  llatteur  qui 
prit  la  liberte  de  lui  parler  a  l’oreille,  pour  lui  dire  quel- 
que  chofe  de  plaifant  contre  la  police  que  Mentor  tachoit 
d’etablir.  Protefilas  fourit  :  toute  1’afiemblee  fe  mit  a 
rire,  quoique  la  plupart  ne  pufient  point  encore  fa  voir 
ce  qu’on  avoit  dit :  mais  Protefilas  reprenant  bientot  fon 
air  fevere  &  hautain,  cliacun  rentra  dans  la  crainte  & 
dans  le  filence.  Plufieurs  nobles  cherclioient  le  moment 
ou  Protefilas  pourroit  fe  retourner  vers  eux  &  les  ecouter, 
ils  paroifioient  emus  &  embarrafies.  C’efi:  qu’ils  avoient 
a  lui  demander  des  graces  ;  leurs  poftures  fuppliantes 
parloient  pour  eux  :  ils  paroifioient  aufii  foumis  qu’une 
mere  aux  pieds  des  autels,  lorfqu’elle  demande  aux 
Dieux  la  guerifon  de  fon  fils  unique.  Tous  paroififoient 
contens,  attendris,  pleins  d’admiration  pour  Protefilas, 
quoi  que  tous  eulfent  contre  lui  dans  le  cceur  une  rage 
implacable. 

Dans  ce  moment  Hegefippe  entre,  faifit  1’epee  de  Pro¬ 
tefilas,  &  lui  declare  de  la  part  du  roi  qu’il  va  1’em- 
mener  dans  Pile  de  Samos.  A  ces  paroles,  toute  Par- 
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gold  ;  he  feemed  weary  and  fpent  with  his  toils,  and  his 
eyes  and  brows  difcovered  I  know  not  what  ot  trouble, 
of  melancholy  and  wildnefs.  The  great  officers  of  hate 
were  ranged  around  him  on  carpets,  adjufting  their  faces 
to  his,  and  obfervant  even  of  the  minutefi  glance  of  his 
eyes.  His  mouth  was  hardly  open,  when  every  body 
cried  out  with  admiration  of  what  he  was  going  to  lay. 
One  of  the  principal  perfons  of  the  company  repeated  to 
him  with  ridiculous  exagerations,  what  Protefilaus  himfelf 
had  done  for  the  king.  Another  allured  him  that  Jupi¬ 
ter  having  deceived  his  mother  had  begotten  him,  and 
that  he  was  the  fon  of  the  father  of  the  Gods.  A  poet 
came  and  fung  verfes  to  him,  wherein  he  affirmed  that 
Protefilaus,  being  taught  by  the  mufes,  had  equalled 
Apollo  himfelf  in  all  the  various  works  of  wit.  _  Another 
poet,  yet  more  bafe  and  impudent,  fiyled  him  in  his 
verfes  the  inventer  of  the  polite  arts,  and  the  lather  of 
the  people  whom  he  rendered  happy,  and  defcribed  him 
with  the  horn  of  plenty  in  his  hand. 

Protefilaus  heard  all  thefe  praifes  with  a  cold,  heedlefs, 
and  fcornful  air,  like  a  man  who  is  very  confcious  that 
he  merits  yet  greater,  and- that  he  is  too  condefcending 
in  Offering  himfelf  to  be  praifed.  There  was  a  flatterer 
who  took  the  liberty  to  whifper  in  his  ears  a  farcafm 
againfi  the  policy  which  Mentor  was  endeavouring  to 
eitablilh.  Protefilaus  fmiled,  and  the  whole  affemhly 
burfl  out  into  a  laugh,  though  it  was  impoffible  foi  tne 
greater  part  of  them  to  know  what  had  be^n  faid  ;  but 
Protefilaus  refuming  his  fevere  and  haughty  air,  eveiy 
one  was  awed  and  filent  again.  Several  of  the  nob.es 
waited  for  the  happy  moment  wdien  Protefilaus  might 
condefcend  to  come  and  hear  them,  and  feemed  anxious 
and  confounded  becaufe  they  had  feme  favours  to  a  Ik  of 
him.  Their  ffippliant  poflure  fpoke  for  therm  They 
appeared  as  fubmiffive  as  a  mother  at  the  foot  oi  the  al¬ 
tar,  imploring  the  Gods  to  refiore  her  only  Ion  to  health. 
All  feemed  pleated,  and  to  love  and  admire  Protefilaus, 
though  they  had  harboured  in  th£ir  hearts  an  implacable 

enmity  again  A  him.  „  .  * 

At  this  very  infiart  Hegefippus  enters,  teizes  rroteu- 

laus’s  fvvord,  and  tells  him  that  he  was  going  by  the 

king’s  command  to  carry  him  to  the  ifland  of  Samos.  At 
°  thefe 
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rogance  dc  ce  favori  tomba  comme  un  rocher  qui  fe 
detache  du  fommet  d’une  montagne  efcarpee.  Le  voila 
qui  fe  jete  tremblant  aux  pieds  d’Hegefippe  ;  il  pleure, 
il  hefite,  il  begaye,  il  tremble,  il  embrace  les  genoux 
de  cet  homme  qu’il  ne  daignoit  pas  une  heure  aupara- 
vant  honorer  d’un  de  fes  regards.  Tous  ceux  qui  Pen- 
cenfoient,  le  voyant  perdu  fans  resource,  changerent  leurs 
flatteries  en  des  infultes  fans  pitie. 

Hegefippe  ne  voulut  lui  laiffer  le  terns,  ni  de  faire  fes 
derniers  adieux  a  fa  famille,  ni  de  prendre  certains  ecrits 
fecrets,  Tout  fut  faifi  &  porte  au  roi.  T  imocrate  fut 
arrete  dans  le  meme  terns,  &  fa  furprife  fut  extreme  ; 
car  il  croyoit  qu’etant  brouille  avec  Protefilas,  il  ne  pou- 
voit  etre  envelope  dans  fa  ruine.  11s  par  tent  dans  un 
vailfeau  qu’on  avoit  prepare  ;  on  arrive  a  Samos.  He¬ 
gefippe  y  laiffe  ces  deux  malheureux  ;  &  pour  mettre 
le  comble  a  leur  maliieur,  il  les  laiffe  enfemble.  La 
ils  fe  reprochent  avec  fureur  l’un  a  l’autre  les  crimes 
qu’ils  ont  faits,  &  qui  font  caufe  de  leur  chute  :  ils  fe 
trouvent  fans  efperance  de  revoir  Salente,  condamnes 
a  vivre  loin  de  leurs  femmes  &  de  leurs  enfans  ;  je  ne 
dis  pas  loin  de  leurs  amis,  car  ils  n’en  avoient  point. 
On  les  laiiToit  dans  une  ter  re  inconnue,  ,ou  ils  ne  de- 
voient  plus  avoir  d’autre  reffource  pour  vivre  que  leur 
travail  ;  eux  qui  avoient  pafie  tant  d’annees  dans  les 
delices,  &  dans  le  fade  ;  femblables  a  deux  betes  fa- 
rouches,  ils  etoient  toujours  prets  a  fe  dechirer  l’un 
l’autre. 

Cependant  Hegefippe  deman  da  en  quel  lien  de  Pile 
demeuroit  Philocles.  On  lui  dit  qu’il  demeuroit  afiez 
loin  de  la  ville  fur  une  montagne  ou  une  grotte  lui  fer- 
voit  de  maifon.  Toqt  le  rnonde  lui  parla  avec  admira¬ 
tion  de  cet  etranger.  Depuis  qu’il  ell  dans  cette  ile,  lui 
difoit-on,  il  n’a  oxfenfe  perfonne.  Chacun  ed  touche  de 
fa  patience,  de  fon  travail,  &  de  fa  tranquilite  ;  n’ayant 
rien,  il  paroit  toujours  content.  Quoiqu’il  foit  ici  loin 
des  affaires,  fans'  bien  &  fans  autorite,  il  ne  laiffe  pas 
d’obliger  ceux  qui  le  mcritent,  &  il  a  mille>  indudries 
pour  faire  plaifir  a  tous  fes  voifins. 

Hegefippe  s’avance  vers  cette  grotte,  il  la  trouve  \ride 
&  ouverte, ;  car  la  pauvrete  &  la  fimplicite  des  moeurs  de 

Philocles 
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thefe  words  all  Protefilaus’s  arrogance  fell  like  a  loofened 
rock  from  the  top  of  a  keep  mountain.  Lo  1  he  now 
throws  himfelf  quaking  with  fear  at  Hegefippus’s  feet, 
he  wee'ps,  he  faulters,  he  hammers,  he  trembles,  ne 
embraces  the  knees  of  a  man  whom  an  hour  beiore  he 
-  did  not  deign  to  honour  with  a  look.  All  his  flatterers 
feeing  him  ruined  pah  redemption,  changed  their  adula¬ 
tions  into  mercilefs  infults.  ....  , 

Hegeflppus  would  not  allow  him  time  either  to  take  a 
laft  farewel  of  his  family,  or  to  fetch  fome  private  pa¬ 
pers.  Every  thing  was  ieized,  and  carried  to  the  king. 
Timocrates  being  arrefled  at  the  fame  time,  was  extieme- 
ly  furprifed  ;  for  he  imagined  as  he  had  quareied  wit 
Proteiilaus,  that  he  could  not  be  involved  in  his  min. 
They  depart  in  a  bark  which  was  got  ready  for  them, 
and  arrive  at  Samos,  where  Hegeuppus  leaves  theie  two 
wretches  ;  and  to  fill  up  the  meaiure  of  their  misfor¬ 
tunes,  he  leaves  them  together.  Here  they  funoufly  re¬ 
proach  each  other  writh  the  crimes  they  had.  committed, 
and  which  were  the  caufe  of  their  fall  ;  defpairmg  of  ever 
feeing  Salentum  again,  and  condemned  to  live  far  from 
their  wives  and  their  children  ;  I  do  not  fay  mr  mom 
their  friends,  for  they  had  none.  The  very  men  who 
had  fpent  fo  many  years  in  pomp  and  pleaiure,  being 
no.w  left  in  an  unknown  country,  where  they  had  no 
means  of  getting  their  bread  but  by  their  labour,  were 
like  two  wild  beafts,  continually  ready  to  tear  each  other 

to  pieces.  .  .  ,  c 

Hegefippus  in  the  mean  time  enquired  m  what  part  of 

the  ifland  Philocles  lived,  and  was  told  that  it  was  on  a 
mountain  at  a  good  diftance  from  the  city,  where  a  cave 
ferved  him  to  dwell  in.  Every  body  fpoke  with  admi¬ 
ration  of  this  flranger.  Since  he  has  been  m  the  ifland. 
Odd  they,  lie  has  offended  nobody.  .  Every  one  admires 
his  patience,  his  labour,  and  tranquility  of  mind.  Though 
he  has  nothing,  he  always  leems  fatisfied  ;  and  thou g 
he  lives  here  ciuite  out  of  the  w'ay  of  bufinefs,  deftitute 
of  money  and  without  authority,  yet  he  obliges  all  who 
deferve  it,  and  has  a  thoufand  ingenious  ways  of  doing 
good  offices  to  all  his  neighbours.  . 

Hegefippus  goes  towards  the  cave,  and  finds  it.  open, 
and  empty  ;  for  Philocles’s  poverty  and  fimplicity  o 
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Philocles  fefoit  qu’il  n’avcit  en  fortant  aucun  befoin  de 
fermer  fa  porte  ;  une  natte  grofiiere  de  jonc  lui  fervoit 
de  lit.  Rarement  il  allumoit  da  feu,  parce  qu’il  ne 
mangeoit  rien  de  cuit.  II  fe  nourrifioit  pendant  l’ete  de 
fruits  nouvellement  cueillis,  Sc  en  hiver  de  dattes  &  de 
figues  seches.  Une  claire  fontaine  qui  fefoit  une  nappe 
d’eau  en  tombant  d’un  rocher,  le  defalteroit ;  il  11’avoit 
dans  fa  grotte  que  les  inftrumens  necefiaires  a  la  fculpture, 
&  quelques  livres  qu’il  lifoit  a  certaines  heures,  non  pour 
orner  fon  efprit,  ni  pour  contenter  fa  curiofite,  mais  pour 
s’infiruire  en  fe  delaflant  de  fes  travaux,  &  pour  appren- 
dre  a  etre  bon.  Pour  la  fculpture,  il  ne  s’y  appliquoit 
que  pour  exercer  fon  corps,  fuir  l’oifivete,  Sc  gagner  fa 
vie,  fans  avoir  befoin  de  perfonne. 

Hegefippe  en  entrant  dans  la  grotte,  admira  les 
ouvrages  qui  etoient  commences,  il  remarqua  un  Jupi¬ 
ter  dont  le  vifage  ferein  etoit  fi  plein  de  majefte,  qu’on 
le  reconnoiffoit  aifement  pour  le  pere  des  Dieux  Sc  des 
homines.  D’un  autre  cote  paroiffoit  Mars  avec  une 
fierte  rude  &  mena^ante  :  mais  ce  qui  etoit  de  plus  tou- 
chant  etoit  une  Minerve  qui  animoit  les  arts  ;  fon  vifage 
etoit  noble  &  doux,  fa  taille  grande  &  libre  :  elle  etoit 
dans  une  a&ion  li  vive,  qu’on  auroit  pu  croire  qu’elle 
alloit  marcher.  Hegefippe  ayant  pris  plaifir  a  voir  les 
liatues,  fortit  de  la  grotte,  &  vit  de  loin  fous  un  grand 
arbre  Philocles  qui  lifoit  fur  le  gazon  ;  il  va  vers  lui. 
Sc  Philocles  qui  l’appe^oit,  ne  fait  que  croire.  N’ell- 
ce  point  la,  dit-il  en  lui-meme,  Hegefippe  avec  qui 
j’ai  fi  long-tems  vecu  en  Crete  ?  Mais  quelle  appa- 
rence  qu’il  vienne  dans  une  lie  fi  eloignee  ?  Ne  feroit- 
ce  point  fon  ombre  qui  viendroit  apres  fa  mort  des  rives 
du  ftyx  ? 

Pendant  qu’il  etoit  dans  ce  doute,  Hegefippe  arriva 
fi  proche  de  lui,  qu’il  ne  put  s’empecher  de  le  recon¬ 
noitre  Sc  de  1’embrafier.  Eft-ce  done  vous,  dit-il,  mon 
cher  &  ancien  ami  ?  Quel  hazard,  quelle  tempete  vous 
a  jete  fur  ce  rivage  ?  Pcurquoi  avez-vous  abandonne  Pile 
de  Crete  ?  Efi-ce  une  difgrace  femblable  a  la  mienne, 
qui  vous  arrachp  a  votre  patrie  ? 

Hegefippe  lui  repondit  :  Ce  n’ell  point  une  difgra.ee  ; 
au  contraire,  e’efi  la  faveur  des  Dieux  qui  m’amene  ici. 
Aufiitdt  il  lui  raconta  la  longue  tyrannie  de  Protefilas, 

fes 
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manners  were  fo  great  that  he  had  no  occafion  to  fhut  the 
door  when  he  went  out.  A  coarfe  bulrufh-mat  ferved 
him  for  a  bed.  He  feldom  kindled  a  fire,  becaufe  he 
eat  nothing  dreffed  ;  living  all  the  fummer  on  frefh-ga- 
thered  fruits,  and  on  dates  and  dried  figs  in  the  winter  ; 
and  flacking  his  third  at  a  fountain  which  poured  in 
cryflal  fheets  from  a  rock.  He  had  nothing  in  his  cave 
but  carving  tools,  and  a  few  books  which  he  read  at  let 
hours,  not  to  embellifh  his  wit  or  gratify  his  curiofity, 
.but  to  inform  his  mind  when  he  unbent  it  from  labour, 
and  to  learn  to  be  good.  As  for  fculpture,  he  applied 
himfelf  to  it  only  for  the  fake  of  exercife,  to  avoid 
idlenefs,  and  to  get  his  bread  without  being  obliged  to 
any  body. 

Hegefippus,  as  he  entered  the  cave,  admired  the  da- 
tues  which  Philocles  had  begun  ;  particularly  a  Jupiter, 
whofe  ferene  countenance  was  fo  full  of  majedy,  that  he 
was  eafily  known  to  be  the  father  of  Gods  and  men.  In 
another  part  was  Mars  with  a  rugged,  fierce  and  threat- 
ning  afpedt.  But  what  was  mod;  itriking,  was  a  Minerva 
encouraging  the  arts  ;  her  countenance  was  foft  and  no¬ 
ble  ;  her  dature  tall  and  eafy,  and  her  attitude  fo  lively, 
that  one  would  have  thought  die  was  going  to  walk.  He¬ 
gefippus  having  viewed  the  datues  with  pleafufe,  went 
out  of  the  grotto,  and  at  a  diflance,  under  a  large  tree, 
beheld  Philocles  reading  on  the  grafs  ;  he  goes  towards 
him  ;  Philocles  fees  him,  and  knows  not  what  to  think. 
Is  not  that  Hegefippus,  faid  he  to  himfelf,  with  whom  I 
fo  long  lived  in  Crete  ?  But  what  probability  is  there 
that  he  fhould  come  to  fo  remote  an  ifland  ?  Or  is  it  not 
rather  his  ghod  returned  fince  his  death  from  the  Stygian 
fhore  ? 

While  he  was  thus  doubting,  Hegefippus  ame  fo 
near  him,  that  he  could  not  but  know  and  embrace  him. 
Is  it  then  you,  faid  he,  my  dear  old  friend  ?  What 
chance,  what  temped  has  thrown  you  on  this  fhore? 
Why  have  you  left  the  ifland  of  Crete  ?  Is  it  fuch 
a  misfortune  as  mine,  that  tears  you  from  your  native 
country  ? 

Hegefippus  anfwered.  It  is  not  a  misfortune,  but  on 
the  contrary  the  goodnefs  of  the  Gods  which  brings  me 
hither.  He  then  related  to  him  Protefilaus’s  long  ty¬ 
ranny. 
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fes  intrigues  avec  Timocrate,  les  malheurs  ou  ils  avoient 
precipite  Idomenee,  la  chute  de  ce  prince,  fa  fuite^  fur 
les  cotes  de  1’Hefperie,  la  fondation  de  Salente,  l’arrivee 
de  Mentor  &  de  Telemaque,  les  fages  maximes  dont 
Mentor  avoit  rempli  l’efprit  du  roi,  &  la  difgrace  des 
deux  trakres  :  il  ajouta  qu’il  les  avoit  menes  a  Samos 
pour  y  fouffrir  l’exil  qu’ils  avoient  fait  fouffrir  a  Phi- 
loclesj,  &  il  Unit  en  lui  difant  qu’il  avoit  ordre  de  le 
conduire  a  Salente,  ou  le  roi  qui  connoiffoit  fon  in¬ 
nocence,  vouloit  lui  conher  fes  affaires,  &  le  combler  de 
biens. 


Voyez-vous,  lui  repondit  Philocles,  cette  grotte  plus 
propre  a  cacher  des  betes  fauvages  qu’a  etre  habitee  par 
des  hommes  ?  J’y  ai  goute  depuis  tant  d’annees-  plus  de 
douceur  &  de  repos,  que  dans  les  palais  dores  de  Pile 
de  Crete.  Les  hommes  ne  me  trompent  plus  ;  car  je 
ne  vois  plus  les  hommes,  &  je  n’entens  plus  leurs  dif- 
cours  fiatteurs  &  empoifonnes.  Je  n’ai  plus  befoin 
d’eux  ;  mes  mains  endurcies  au  travail  me  donnent 
facilement  la  nourriture  fimple,  qui  m’eft  neceffaire  ; 
il  ne  me  faut,  comme  vous  voyez,  qu’une  legere  etoffe 
pour  me  couvrir,  n’ ay  ant  plus  de  befoin,  jouiffant  d’un 
calme  profond  &  d’une  douce  liberte  dont  la  fageffe  ce 
mes  livres  m’apprend  a  faire  un  bon  ufage.  Qu’irois-je 
encore  chercher  parmi  les  hommes  jaloux,  trompeurs  & 
inconftans  ?  Non,  non,  mon  cher  Hegefippe,  ne  m’en- 
viez  point  mon  bonheur.  Protefilas  s’eft  trahi  lui-meme, 
voulant  trahir  le  roi,  &  me  perdre  ;  mais  il  ne  m’a  fait  r 
aucun  mal.  Au  contraire  il  m’a  fait  le  plus  grand  des 
biens  ;  il  m’a  delivre  du  tumulte  &  de  la  fervitude  des 
affaires  :  je  lui  dois  ma  chere  folitude,  &  tous  les  plaifirs 
innocens  que  j‘y  goute.  Retournez,  6  Hegefippe,  re- 
tournez  vers  le  roi  ;  aidez-lui  a  fupporter  les  miseres  de 
fa  grandeur,  &  faites  aupres  de  lui  ce  que  vous  voudriez 
cue  je  hffe. "  Puifque  fes  yeux  fi  long-terns  fermes  a  la 
verite,  ont  ete  enfn  ouverts  par  cet  homme  fage,  que 
vous  nommez Mentor,  qu’il  le  retieune  aupres  de  lui.  Pour 
moi,  apres  moil  naufrage  il  ne  me  convient  pas  de  quit¬ 
ter  le  port  ou  la  tempete  m’a  heureufement  jete,  pour 
me  remettre  a  la  merci  des  vents.  O  que  les  rois  font  a 
piaindre  !  O  que  ceux  qui  les  fervent,  font  digues  de 

'■  companion  1 
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ranny,  his  intrigues  with  Timocrates,  the  evils  into 
which  he  had  plunged  Idomeneus,  the  fall  of  that  prince, 
his  flight  to  the  coafts  of  Hefperia,  the  building  of  Sa- 
lentum,  the  arrival  of  Mentor  and  Telemachus,  the  wife 
maxims  which  Mentor  had  inftilled  into  the  king’s  mind, 
and  the  difgrace  of  the  two  traitors  :  he  added,  that  he 
.  had  brought  them  to  Samos  to  fuffer  the  banifliment 
which  they  had  caufed  Philocles  to  fuffer,;  and  concluded 
with  faying,  that  he  had  orders  to  conduit  him  to  Salen- 
tum,  where  the  king,  who  was  fenflble  of  his  innocence, 
would  intruft  him  with  his  affairs,  and  load  him  with 
riches. 

Lo  that  cave,  replied  Philocles,  properer  to  harbour 
wild  beads  than  to  be  inhabited  by  men.  I  have  there 
for  many  years  tailed  more  comfort  and  peace  of  mind, 
than  I  ever  did  in  the  gilded  palaces  of  the  ifland  of 
Crete.  Men  no  longer  deceive  me  ;  for  I  neither  fee 
them,  nor  hear  their  flattering  and  poifonous  difcourfe. 
'I  have  no  further  need  of  them  ;  for  my  hands,  hardened 
to  labour,  eafily  furnifh  me  with  the  Ample  food  which 
is  neceflary  for  me.  A  flight  cloth,  as  you  fee,  fuffices 
to  cover  me.  Having  now  no  wants,  and  enjoying  the 
utmoft  tranquility  and  all  the  fweets  of  liberty,  which 
my  books  teach  me  how  to  make  a  good  ufe  of,  what 
fhould  I  go  in  queft  of  among  jealous,  fraudful,  and  in- 
conftant  men  ?  No,  no,  my  dear  Hegefippus,  do  not 
envy  me  my  happinefs.  Protefilaus,  by  endeavouring 
to  betray  the  king  and  to  deilroy  me,  has  betrayed  him- 
felf,  and  done  me  no  harm  at  all  :  On  the  contrary,  he 
has  done  me  the  greatefl  good  ;  he  has  delivered  me 
from  the  hurry  and  flavery  of  public  affairs,'  and  to  him 
I  am  indebted  for  my  dear  folitude,  a.nd  all  the  innocent 
pleafures  I  here  enjoy.  Return,  Hegefippus,  return  to 
the  king  ;  help  him  to  fupport  the  miferies  of  his  great- 
nefs,  and  what  you  defire  me  to  do  for  him,  do  yourfelf. 
Since  his  eyes,  fo  long  flntt  againft  the  truth,  have  at 
laft  been  opened  by  the  wife  perfon  you  call  Mentor,  let 
him  be  retained  in  his  fervice.  As  for  me,  it  is  not  pro¬ 
per  after  my  fnipwreck  that  I  Ihould  quit  the  haven  into 
which  the  ftorm  has  fo  happily  thrown  me,  and  commit 
myfelf  again  to  the  mercy  of  the  winds.  O  how  greatly 
are  kings  to  be  pitied  1  how  worthy1  ihofe  who  ferve  them. 
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compafllon  !  S’ils  font  medians,  combien  font-ils  fouf- 
f'rir  les  hommes,  &  quels  tourmens  leur  font  prepares 
dans  le  noir  Tartare  !  S’ils  font  bons,  quelles  difficultes 
n’ont-ils  pas  a  vaincre  !  quels  pieges  a  eviter  !  que  de 
maux  a  fouffrir  !  Encore  une  fois,  Hegefippe,  laiffez- 
moi  dans  mon  heureufe  pauvrete. 

Pendant  que  Philocles  parloit  ainfi  avec  beaucoup  de 
vehemence,  Hegefippe  le  regardoit  avec  etonnement : 
il  l’avoit  vu  autrefois  en  Crete  pendant  qu’il  gouvernoit 
les  plus  grandes  affaires,  maigre,  languiffant,  epuife. 
C’eft  que  fon  naturel  ardent  &  auftere  le  confumoit  dans 
le  travail ;  il  ne  pouvoit  voir  fans  indignation  le  vice 
impuni :  il  vouloit  dans  les  affaires  une  certaine  exacti¬ 
tude  qu’on  n’y  trouve  jamais.  Ainfi  ces  emplois  detrui- 
foient  fa  fante  delicate  ;  mais  a  Samos  Hegefippe  le 
vovoit  gras  &  vigoureux.  Maigre  les  ans,  la  jeuneffe 
fieurie  s’etoit  renouvelee  fur  fon  vifage.  Une  vie  fobre, 
tranquile  &  laborieufe  lui  avoit  fait  comme  un  nouveau 
temperament. 

Vous  etes  furpris  de  me  voir  ft  change,  dit  alors  Phi¬ 
locles  en  fouriant.  C’eft  ma  folitude  qui  m’a  donne  cette 
fraicheur  &  cette  fante  parfaite.  Mes  ennemis  m’ont 
donne  ce  que  je  n’aurois  jamais  pu  trouver  dans  la  plus 
grande  fortune.  Voulez-vous  que  je  quitte  les  vrais 
biens  pour  courir  apres  les  faux,  &  pour  me  replonger 
dans  mes  anciennes  mileres  ?  Ne  foyez  pas  pi  us  cruel 
que  Protefilas  ;9  du  moins  ne  m’enviez  pas  le  bonheur  que 
je  tiens  de  lui. 

Alors  Hegefippe  lui  reprefenta,  mais  inutilement, 
tout  ce  qu’il  crut  propre  a  le  toucher.  Etes-vous  done, 
lui  difoit-il,  infenfible  au  plailir  de  revoir  vos  proches  & 
vos  amis,  qui  foupirent  apres  votre  retour,  &  que  la  feule 
efperance  de  vous  embraffer  comble  de  joie  ?  Mais  vous 
qui  craignez  les  Dieux,  &  qui  aimez  votre  devoir,  comp- 
tez-vous  pour  rien  de  fervir  votre  roi,  de  l’aider  dans 
tous  les  biens  qu’il  veut  faire,  &  de  rendre  taut  de  peu- 
ples  heureux  ?  Eft-il  permis  de  s’abandonner  a  une  phi- 
lofophie  fauvage,  de  fe  preferer  a  tout  le  refte  du  genre 
liumain,  &  d’aimer  mieux  fon  repos  que  le  bonheur  de 
fes  concitoyens  !  Au  refte,  on  croira  que  c’eft  par  ref- 
feutiment  que  vous  ne  voulez  plus  voir  le  roi ;  s’il  vous 
a  voulu  faire  du  mal,  c’eft  qu’il  ne  vous  a  point  connu. 

Ce 
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of  companion  !  If  they  are  wicked,  how  miferable  do 
they  render  mankind,  and  what  tortures  are  prepared  for 
them  in  the  black  gulph  of  Tartarus  !  If  they  are  good, 
what  difficulties  have  they  to  overcome  !  What  fnares  to 
avoid  1  What  evils  to  fuller  !  Once  again,  my  dear  He- 
gefippus,  leave  me,  1  lay,  in  my  happy  poverty. 

While  Philocles  was  talking  thus  with  great  vehe¬ 
mence,  Hegefippus  beheld  him  with  wonder.  He  had 
formerly  feen  him  in  Crete,  during  his  adminidration  of 
the  moll  important  affairs,  meagre,  languilhing,  ex- 
hauded  ;  for  his  ardent  and  auftere  temper  made  him 
wear  himfelf  away  in  fatigues  ;  he  could  not  without  in¬ 
dignation  fee  vice  unpuniffied ;  he  required  a  certain  ex- 
adtnefs  which  is  never  found  in  bulinefs  ;  his  employments 
therefore  ruined  his  tender  health  ;  but  at  Samos  Hege¬ 
fippus  beheld  him  plump  and  vigorous.  The  bloom  of 
youth,  in  fpite  of  his  years,  was  renewed  on  his  counte¬ 
nance.  A  fober,  quiet,  and  laborious  life  had  given 
him  as  it  were  a  new  conditution. 

You  are  furprifed,  faid  Philocles  with  a  fmile,  to  fee 
me  fo  altered.  I  owe  this  frefhneis  and  perfect  health  to 
my  folitude.  My  enemies  have  given  me  what  I  could 
never  hope  to  find  in  the  moll  elevated  flation.  Would 
you  have  me  quit  fubdantial  b Idlings  to  pu.rfue  imaginary 
ones,  and  to  plunge  myfelf  again  in  my  former  mileries  ? 
Be  not  mere  cruel  than  Protelilaus ;  a^  lead,  do  not  envy 
me  the  happinefs  I  derive  from  him. 

Hegefippus  then  reprefented  to  him,  but  in  vain,  every 
thing  which  he  thought  proper  to  move  him.  Are  you 
then,  faid  he,  infenlible  of  the  pleafure  of  feeing  your 
friends  and  relations  again,  who  long  for  your  return, 
and  whom  the  bare  expectation  of  embracing  you  over¬ 
whelms  with  joy  ?  But  can  you  who  fear  the  Gods,  and 
love  to  do  your  duty,  efteem  as  nothing  the  ferving  your 
king,  the  affihing  him  in  all  his  good  defigns,  and  the 
rendering  fo  many  people  happy  ?  Is  it  allowable  for  a 
man  to  abandon  himfelf  to  a  favage  philofophy,  to  pre¬ 
fer  himfelf  to  all  the  red  of  mankind,  and  to  love  his 
own  eafe  more  than  the  happinefs  of  his  fellow-citizens  ? 
Belides,  it  will  be  thought  that  it  is  out  of  refentment 
that  you  refufe  to  fee  the  king  ;  if  he  deligned  to  do  you 
an  injury,  it  was  becaufe  he  did  not  know  you  ;  It  was 
Tom.  II.  C  not 
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Ce  n’eft  pas  Ie  veritable,  le  bon,  le  jufte  Modes  qu’jj 
a  voulu  faire  perir ;  c’etoit  un  homme  bien  different  qu  it 
,-nnlmt  nunir  Mais  maintenant  qu  il  vous  connoit,  & 
cu’il  nervous  prend  plus  pour  un  autre,  ilfent  toute  fon 
ancienne'amiuc  revere  dans  fon  occur.  H  vous  atgnd. 
Ddid  il  vous  tend  les  bras  pour  vous  embrafler.  Da 
^impatience,  il  compte  les  jours  &  les  heures.  Aurez- 

vous  l/coeur  atoz  dur  pour  etre  inexorable  a  votre  101, 

&  |hSS<S^SSae  attendri  en  reconnoif- 

combattent  en  vain,  &  ou  toutes  les  vagues  vont  fe  brifer  en 
^miffant  il  demeuroit  immobile,  &  lesprieres  m  les  rai- 
CneTro  voLnt  aucune  ouver.ure  pour  entrer  dans  fon 
Cffiur  Mais  au  moment  oh  Hegefippe  commen9mt  a  de- 
ftfperer  de  le  valncre,  Philocles  ayant  confulte les  Dieux, 

il  decouvrit  par  le  vol  des  oifeaux  par  les 
viftimes,  &  par  divers  autres  prefages,  qu  il  devoit 

Vr  Afotf  U  neer6fifta  plus,  11  fe  prepara  a  partir  ;  mais  ce 
r  t  a<5  fms  regretter  le  deiert  ou  il  avoit  pafTe  tant 
dWes  '  Helas  1  difoit-il,  faut-il  que  je  vous  qmtte, 

6  aimable  grotte,  oil  le  fommeil  paifible  -non  toutes  les 
nuits  me  delator  des  travaux  du  jour  .  let  les si* arq 
„  filoient  au  milieu  de  ma  pauvrete  des  jours  d  or  &  de 
U  fe  profterna  en  pleurant  pour  adorer  la  nayade 
md  l’avolt  fi  long-terns  defaltere  par  fon  onde  claire,  & 
les'  nvmphes  qui  habitoient  dans  toutes  les  montagnes 
voifme?  Echo  entendit  fes  regrets,  &  d'une  mile  voix 
les  repeta  a  toutes  les  divinites  champetres. 

Fnfuite  Philocles  vint  a  la  ville  avec  Hegefippe  pour 
bniuite  r  malheureux  Protefilas  plem 

de' home  “&de  retontiment  ne  chercheroit  point  i.  le  voir; 

de  .  m  fp  frromDOit  Car  les  hommes  corrompus  n  ont 
mals  il  fe  trompoit.  ^  toute  forte_  de 

batoffe  PU  Philocles  fe  cachoit  modeftement  de  peur  d  etre 

V»  «  “g?  qut^ 

MU.  JWOn  %££ 
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not  the  true,  the  good,  the  juft  Philocles  whom  he  de~ 
figned  to  deftroy ;  it  was  a  very  different  perfon  whom 
he  deflgned  to  punifh.  But  now  he  knows  you,  and 
does  not  miftake  you  for  another,  he  feels  all  his  former 
friendfhip  revive  in  his  heart ;  he  expe&s  you ;  he  already 
ftretches  out  his  arms  to  embrace  you,  and  impatiently 
numbers  the  days,  the  hours,  till  he  fees  you.  1 5  your 
heart  fo  hardened  as  to  be  inexorable  to  your  king  and  t® 
all  your  deareft  friends  ? 

Philocles,  who  was  moved  when  he  firft  perceived  He- 
gefippus,  refumed  his  auftere  air  on  hearing  this  difcourfe. 
Like  a  rock  againft  which  the  winds  rage,  and  all  the 
groaning  billows  break  in  vain,  he  remained  immoveable; 
nor  intreaties  nor  arguments  could  find  any  paffage  to  his 
heart.  .  But  the  moment  Hegefippus  began  to  defpair  of 
prevailing  upon  him,  Philocles  having  confulted  the 
Gods,  diicovered  by  the  flight  of  birds,  the  entrails  of 
vi&ims,  and  divers  other  omens,  that  he  was  to  go  with 
Hegefippus. 

Hereupon  he  oppofed  it  no  longer,  but  prepared  for 
his  departure ;  though  not  without  regretting  the  defert 
where  he  fo  many  years  had  lived.  Alas  !  laid  he,  mufl 
I  leave  you,  my  delightful  grotto,  where  peaceful  num¬ 
bers  nightly  came  to  reffelh  me  after  the  toils  of  the  day  ! 
Here  the  fatal  lifters,  in  the  midft  of  my  poverty,  fpun 
my  days  of  a  gold  and  fllken  thread.  He  fell  on  the 
earth,  and  weeping  adored  the  naiad  who  had  fo  long 
flaked  his  thirft  with  her  limpid  wave,  and  the  nymphs 
that  dwelt  on  all  the  neighbouring  mountains.  Echo 
heard  his  wailings,  and  with  a  plaintive  voice  repeated 
them  to  all  the  rural  deities. 

Philocles  then  went  to  the  city  with  Hegefippus  *  in 
order  to  embark.  He  imagined  that  the  unhappy  Pro- 
tefllaus,  overwhelmed  with  fhame  and  indignation,  would 
avoid  feeing  him  ;  but  he  was  miftaken  :  For  corrupt 
men  have  no  fhame,  and  are  always  ready  to  ftoop  to  any 
kind  of  meannefs.  Philocles  modeftly  kept  out  of  the 
way,  that  he  might  not  be  feen  by  this  wretch ;  heing 
apprehenflve  that  the  fight  of  a  profperous  rival,  who  was 
going  to  be  raifed  on  his  ruin,  would  increafe  his  miferv, 
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creffement  Philocles,  il  vouloit  lui  faire  'pitie,  &  I’en- 
Saeer  a  demander  au  roi  qu’il  put  retourner  a  Salente. 
Philocles  etoit  trop  fmcere  pour  lui  promeure  etc  travaiiier 
a'le  fairs  rappeier,  car  il  favoif  mieux  que  perlonnt-  com- 
bien  fon  retour  eut  ete  pernicieux.  Mats  ll  lui  pari, y fort 
doucement,  lui  temoigna  de  la  companion,  tacna  ae  le 
confoler,  l’exhorta  a  appaifer  les  Dieux  par  des  mceurs 
pures,  &  par  une  grande,  patience  dans  fes  maux. 
Comme  il  avoit  appris  que  le  roi  avoit  ote  a  rotenlas 
tous  fes  biens  injuflement  acquis,  ll  lui  promit  deux 
chofes  qu’ii  exeeuta  fidelement  dans  ia  luite.  L  une  fut 
de"  prendre  foin  de  fa  femme  &  de  fes  enfar.s  qui  etoient 
demeures  a  Salente  dans  une  affreufe  pauvrete,  expofes 
a  rindignation  publique  :  l’autre  etoit  d’envoyer  a  ho¬ 
llas  dans  cette  ile  eloignee  quelque  iecours  d  argent 
pour  adoucir  fo.  misere. 

Cependant  les  voiles  s’enflent  d’un  vent  favorable. 
Heveiippe  impatient  fe  hate  de  faire  partir  Philocles. 
Protefllas  les  voit  embarquer,  fes  yeux  demeurent  at¬ 
taches  &  immobiles  fur  le  rivage  ;  ils  fervent  le  vaifleau 
oui  fend  les  ondes,  &  que  le  vent  eloigne  toujours. 
Lors  meme  qu’il  ne  peut  plus  le  voir  ll  en  repemt  en¬ 
core  l’image  dans  ion  efprit.  Enfin  trouole,  furieu, , 
livre  a  fon  defefpoir,  il  s’arrache  les  cheveux,  fe  rcule 
fur  le  fable,  reproche  aux  Dieux  leur  ngueur,  appele  en 
vain  a  fon  fecours  la  cruelle  mort,  qui  fourde  a  ies  pri- 
eres  ne  daigne  point  le  delivrer  de  tant  de  maux,  &  qu  il 
n’a  pas  le  courage  de  fe  donner  lui-meme. 


Cependant  le  vaiiTeau  favorife  de  Neptune  &  des  vents 
arriva  bientot  a  Salente.  On  vint  dire  au  roi  qu’il  en- 
,roit  deia  dans  le  port.  Auffi-tot  il  courut  au-devant  de 
Philocles  avec  Mentor  ;  il  l’embrafla  tendremenr,  lui 
temoigna  un  fenfible  regret  de  l’avoir  periecate  avec 
tant  d’iniuftice.  Cet  aveu,  bien  loin  de  paroitre  une 
foibleffe  dans  un  roi,  fut  regarde  par  tous  le  Salentms 
comme  l’effort  d’une  grande  ame  qui  s  eleve  au-deffus 
de  fes  propres  fautes,  en  les  avouant  avec  courage  pour 
les  reparer.  Tout  le  monde  pleuroit  de  joie  de  revoir 
l’hon  me  de  bien  qui  avoit  aime  le  peuple,  &  d  entendie 
lc  roi  parler  avec  tant  de  fageffe  &  de  bonte. 


Philnrlcs 


But  Protefilaus  eagerly  fought  after  Philocles,  and  en¬ 
deavoured  to  move  his  pity,  and  to  engage  him  to  folicit 
the  king  that  he  might  return  to  Salentum.  Philocles 
was  too  fmcere  to  promife,  that  he  would  try  to  get  him 
recalled  ;  for  he  knew  better  than  any  one  how  pernici¬ 
ous  his  return  would  have  been.  He  talked  to  him  how¬ 
ever  with  great  mildnefs  ;  he  pitied  him,  endeavoured  to 
comfort  him,  and  exhorted  him  to  appeafe  the  Gods  by 
the  purity  of  his  manners,  and  an  exemplary  patience 
under  his  fufferings.  And  as  he  had  heard  that  the  king 
had  llript  Protefilaus  of  all  his  ill-gotten  wealth,  he  pro- 
mifed  him  two  things  which  he  afterwards  faithfully  per¬ 
formed  :  One  was,  to  take  care  of  his  wife  and  children, 
who  remained  at  Salentum,  in  a  frightful  date  of  pover¬ 
ty,  expofed  to  public  indignation  ;  the  other  was,  to  fend 
Protefilaus,  in  this  remote  iiland,  fome  lupplies  of  mo¬ 
ney  to  alleviate  his  milery. 

Mean  while  the  fails  fuelling  with  a  favourable  gale, 
Hegelippus  grows  impatient,  and  haltens  the  departure 
of  Philocles.  Protefilaus  fees  them  embark  ;  his  eyes 
are  motionlefs  and  fixed  on  the  fhore ;  they  then  purfue 
the  bark  as  it  cleaves  the  waves,  and  is  continually  dri¬ 
ven  farther  off  by  the  winds  :  And  even  when  he  could 
fee  it  no  longer,  its  image  remains  in  his  mind.  At 
length  diftra&ed,  furious,  defpairing,  he  tears  off  his 
hair,  rolls  himfelf  on  the  fand,  upbraids  the  Gods  with 
their  rigour,  and  calls  relentlefs  death  to  his  aid,  but 
calls  in  vain  ;  for  death,  regardlefs  of  his  prayers,  deigns 
not  to  deliver  him  from  his  numerous  woes,  nor  has  lie 
the  courage  to  deliver  himfelf. 

Mean  time  the  bark,  favoured  by  Neptune  and  the 
winds,  quickly  arrives  at  Salentum.  The  king  being 
told  that  it  was  entering  the  port,  immediately  ran  with 
M  entor  to  meet  Philocles.  He  tenderly  embraced  him, 
and  expreffed  a  great  concern  for  having  fo  unjuftly  per¬ 
fected  him.  This  confeffion,  inftead  of  feeming  a  weak- 
nefs  in  a  prince,  was  looked  upon  by  all  tne  Salentihes 
as  the  effort  of  a  great  foul,  which  rifes  above  its  errors 
by  owning  and  refolving  to  repair  them.  Ixvery  body 
wept  with  joy  to  fee  this  virtuous  lover  of  the  people, 
and  to  hear  the  king  talk  with  fo  much,  wiidcm  and  good- 
nefs. 
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Philocles  avec  un  air  refpedtueux  &  modelte  recevoit 
les  carefies  du  roi,  Sc  avoit  impatience  de  fe  derober  aux 
acclamations  du  peuple  ;  il  fuivit  le  roi  au  palais.  Bi- 
entot  Mentor  Sc  lui  furent  dans  la  meme  confiance  que 
s’ils  avoient  pafle  leur  vie  enfemble,  quoiqu’ils  ne  fe 
fulfent  jamais  vus  ;  c’eft  que  les  Dieux  qui  out  refule 
aux  medians  des  yeux  pour  connoitre  les  bons,  ont 
donne  aux  bons  dequoi  le  connoitre  les  uns  les  autres. 
Ceux  qui  ont  le  gout  de  la  vertu,  ne  peuvent  etre  en¬ 
femble,  fans  etre  unis  par  la  vertu  qu’ils  aiment.  Bien- 
tot  Philocles  demanda  au  roi  a  le  retirer  aupres  de  Sa- 
lente  dans  une  folitude  ou  il  continua  a  vivre  pauvre- 
ment,  comme  il  avoit  vecu  a  Samos.  Le  roi  alloit  avec 
Mentor  le  voir  prefque  tous  les  jours  dans  fon  defert. 
C’elt  la  qu’on  examinoit  les  moyens  d’alfermir  les  loix 
&  de  donner  une  forme  folide  au  gouvernement  pour  le 
bonheur  public. 

Les  deux  princlpales  chofes  qu’on  examina,  furent  l’e- 
ducation  des  enrans,  &  la  maniere  de  vivre  pendant  la 
paix.  Pour  les  enfans.  Mentor  difoit  qu’ils  appartien- 
nent  moins  a  leurs  parens  qu’a  la  republique  ;  ils  font 
les  enfans  du  peuple,  ils  en  font  l’efperance  &  la  force  ; 
il  n’ed  pas  terns  de  les  corriger,  quand  ils  fe  font  cor- 
rompus.  C’elt  peu  que  de  les  exclure  des  emplois, 
lorfqu’on  voit  qu’ils  s’en  font  rendus  indignes  :  il  vaut 
bien  mieux  prevenir  le  mal  que  d’etre  reduit  a  le  punir. 
Le  roi,  ajoutoit-il,  qui  ell  le  pere  de  tout  fon  peuple,  elt 
encore  plus  particulierement  le  pere  de  toute  la  jeunefl'e, 
qui  elt  la  fieur  de  toute  la  nation.  C’elt  dans  la  lleur 
qu’il  faut  preparer  les  fruits.  Que  le  roi  ne  dedaigne 
done  pas  de  veiller.  Sc  de  faire  veiller  lur  l’education 
qu’on  donne  aux  enfans.  Qu’il  tienne  ferme  pour  faire 
obferver  les  loix  de  Minos  qui  ordonnent  qu’on  eleveles 
enfans  d.?,ns  le  mepris  de  la  douleur  &  de  la  mort  ;  qu’on 
mette  l’honneur  a  fuir  les  delices  Sc  les  richelfes  ;  que 
l’injultice,  le  menfonge,  l’ingratitude,  la  molefTe  paf- 
fent  pour  des  vices-  infames  ;  qu’on  leur  apprenne  des 
leur  plus  tendre  enfance  a  chanter  les  louanges  des  heros 
qui  ont  fait  des  actions  genereufes  pour  leur  patrie.  Sc  qui 
ont  fait  eclater  leur  courage  dans  les  combats  ;  que  le 
charme  de  la  muhque  faililfe  leurs  ames  pour  rendre 
ieurs  mceurs  douces  Sc  pures  ;  qu’ils  apprennent  a  etre 
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Philocles  received  the  king’s  careffes  with  a  refpeftful 
modeft  air  ;  he  was  impatient  to  Heal  away  from  the  ac¬ 
clamations  of  the  people,  and  followed  Idomeneus  to  the 
palace.  Mentor  and  he  quickly  repofed  as  much  confi¬ 
dence  in  each  other,  as  if  they  had  puffed  their  lives  to¬ 
gether,  though  they  never  faw  one  another  before  ;  for 
the  Gods,  who  have  not  given  eyes  to  the  wicked  to 
know  the  good,  have  given  eyes  to  the  good  to  know 
one  another.  They  who  relifh  virtue,  cannot  be  toge¬ 
ther  without  contracting  a  friendfhip,  by  means  of  the 
virtue  they  love.  Philocles  foon  afked  the  king  s  leave 
to  retire  to  a  folitary  place  near  Salentum,  where  he  con¬ 
tinued  to  live  in  poverty  as  he  had  done  at  Samos.  _  The 
king  and  Mentor  went  almoft  every  day  to  vifit  him  in 
his  retirement,  where  they  concerted  the  means  of 
llrengthening  the  laws,  and  of  giving  a  folid  form  to  the 
government  for  the  good  of  the  publick.  ^ 

The  two  principal  things  which  they  confidered,  were 
the  education  of  children,  ana  the  manner  of  living  in. 
time  of  peace.  As  to  children,  fa  id  Mentor,  they,  me 
lefs  the  property  of  their  parents  than  of  the  publick  ; 
they  are  the  children  of  the  people,  and  are  their  hope 
and  ftrength ;  it  is  too  late  to  correft  them  when  they 
are  corrupted ;  it  avails  little  to  exclude  them  mom 
employments,  when  they  have  rendered  themfelves  un¬ 
worthy  of  them  ;  it  is  better  to  prevent  the  evil  than  to 
be  obliged  to  punifh  it.  The  king,  added  he,  who  is 
the  father  of  all  his  people,  is  Hill  more  particularly 
the  father  of  all  the  youth ;  they  are  the  bloflom  of  the 
whole  nation,  and  the  fruits  muft  be  prepared  in  the 
bloffom.  Let  not  the  king  therefore  difdain  to  be  watch¬ 
ful,  and  to  caufe  others  to  be  watchful,  of  the  education 
of  children.  Let  him  be  Heady  in  caufing  the  laws  of 
Minos  to  be  obferved,,  which  ordain  that  children  be 
educated  in  a  contempt  of  pain  and  death  ;  that  honour 
be  placed  in  flighting  pleaiures  and  riches ;  that  in- 
juftice,  lying,  ingratitude,  and  luxury  oe  accounted  in¬ 
famous  vices  ;  that  they  be  taught  from  their  tendered 
infancy  to  fing  the  praifes  of  heroes  who  were  beloved  of 
the  Gods,  who  have  done  generous  aftions  for  their  coun¬ 
try,  and  have  diflinguifhed  their  courage  in  battle  ;  tha> 
the  charms  of  mufick  flrike  their  fouls,  in  order  to  foften 
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tendres  pour  leurs  amis,  fideles  a  leurs  allies,  equitables 
pour  tous  les  hommes,  meme  pour  leurs  plus  cruels  en- 
nemis  ;  qu’ils  craignent  moins  la  mort  &  les  tourmens 
que  le  moindre  reproche  de  leurs  confciences.  Si  de 
bonne  heure  on  remplit  les  enfans  de  ces  grandes  max-  . 
lines,  &  qu’on  les  faffe  entrer  dans  leur  coeur  par  la  dou¬ 
ceur  du  chant,  il  y  en  aura  peu  qui  ne  s’enhament  de 
1 ’amour  de  la  gloire  &  de  la  vertu. 

Mentor  ajoutoit  qu’il  etoit  capital  d’etablir  des  ecoles 
publiques  pour  accoutumer  la  jeunefle  aux  plus  rudes 
exercices  du  corps,  &  pour  eviter  la  molefie  &  1’oifi- 
vete  qui  corrompent  les  plus  beaux  naturels  ;  il  vouloit 
une  grande  variete  de  jeux  &  de  fpedlacles  qui  ani- 
maffent  tout  le  peuple,  mais  fur-tout  qui  exergaffent 
les  corps  pour  les  rendre  adroits,  ibuples,  &  vigcu- 
reux.  Il  ajoutoit  des  prix  pour  exciter  une  noble 
emulation.  Mais  ce  qu’il  fouhaitoit  le  plus  pour  les 
bonnes  mceurs,  c’eft  que  les  jeunes  gens  fe  mariaffent 
de  bonne  heure,  &  que  leurs  parens  fans  aucune  vue 
d’interet  leur  laiiraifent  choifir  des  femmes  agreables  de 
corps  &  d’efprit,  auxquelles  ils  puiient  s’attacher. 

Mais  pendant  qu’on  preparoit  ainfi  les  moyens  de  con- 
ferver  la  jeuneffe  pure,  innocente,  laborieuie,  docile  & 
paffionnee  pour  la  gloire,  Philocles  qui  aimoit  la  guerre, 
difoit  a  Mentor  :  En  vain  vous  occuperez  les  jeunes  gens 
a  tous  ces  exercices,  fi  vous  les  laiffez  languir  dans  une 
paix  continuelle,  ou  ils  n’auront  aucune  experience  de 
la  guerre,  ni  aucun  befoin  de  s’eprouver  fur  la  valeur. 
Par  la  vous  affoiblirez  infenfiblement  la  nation,  les  cou¬ 
rages  s’amoliront,  les  delices  eorrompront  les  mceurs. 
D’autres  peuples  belliqueux  n’auront  aucune  peine  a  les 
vaincre  ;  &  pour  avoir  voulu  eviter  les  maux  que  la 
guerre  entraine  apres  elle,  ils  tomberont  dans  une  af- 
freufe  fervitude. 

Mentor  lui  repondit  :  Les  maux  de  la  guerre  font  en¬ 
core  plus  horribles  que  vous  ne  penfez  :  la  guerre  epuiie 
un  etat  Sc  le  met  toujours  en  danger  de  perir,  lors  meme 
qu’on  remporte  les  plus  grandes  vidloires.  Avec  quel- 
ques  avantages  qu’on  la  commerce,  on  n’eli  jamais  fur  de 
]a  finir  fans  etre'expofe  aux  plus  tragiques  renverfemens 
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and  purify  their  manners ;  that  they  be  taught  to  be 
kind  to  their  friends,  faithful  to  their  allies,  juft  to  all 
mankind,  even  to  their  moft  cruel  enemies  5  and  that 
they  be  lefs  apprehenfive  of  death  and  tortures,  than  of 
the  leaft  upbraiding  of  their  confcience.  If  children  are 
early  imbrued  with  thefe  important  maxims,  and  the 
melody  of  mufick  infinuate  them  into  their  hearts,  there 
will  be  few  who  will  not  burn  with  a  love  of  glory  and 

virtue.  .  .  • 

Mentor  added.  That  it  was  of  great  importance  to  m- 

ftitute  publick  fchools,  in  order  to  habituate  the  youth  to 
the  hardeft  bodily  exercifes,  and  to  prevent  effeminacy 
and  idlenefs,  which  ruin  the  belt  confutations.  He  was 
likewife  for  having  a  great  variety  of  games  and  mows, 
that  might  be  a  fpur  to  the  people,  but  especially  fuch  as 
would  exercife  and  render  their  bodies  aftiye,  puant 
vigorous  ;  and  to  thefe  he  annexed  rewards  m  order  .o 
excite  a  generous  emulation.  But  what  he  was  moil  zea¬ 
lous  for,  as  being  moft  conducive  to  purity  of  manners, 
was,  that  young  men  Ihould  marry 
their  parents,  without  any  views  of  mtereft,  humid  lc~  - 
them  to  chufe  wives  of  agreeable  tempers  ana  periods,  to 
whom  they  might  be  conftant  in  their  love. 

But  while  they  were  thus  concerting  means  to  keep  the 
youth  chafte  and  innocent,  and  to  make  them  laDorious, 
traftable,  and  fond  of  glory ,  Philocles,  who. 
in  war,  thus  addreft  himtelf  to  Mefttor:.  In  vain  will  you 
employ  our  youth  in  all  thefe  exercites,  if  you  let  them 
Hanguilh  in  a  perpetual,  peace,  wherein  they  vvi.l  have  i.j 
Experience  of  war,  nor  no  need  to  give  proofs  ot  .1  m. 
valour.  You  will  thereby  enfeeble  the  nation ;  its  cou¬ 
rage  will  infenfibly  be  unnerved,  its  manners  corrupted 
by  pleafures*  and  other  warlike  nations  will  find  no  y u  ■ 
ficttlty  in  making  a  conqueft  of  it.  Ana  tnus  k  ™  ‘  ' 

vouriilg  to  avoid  the  evils  of  war,  they  will  fad  into  the 

miferies  of  (lavery. 

Mentor  anfvvered,  the  evils- of  war  are  more  tern  1 
than  you  imagine.  War  exhaufts  a  people,  and  continu¬ 
ally  expofes  them,  to  the  clanger  01  being  ruined,  even 
when  they  obtain  the  greateft  viftones.  .With  whatever 
advantages  a  man  enters  into  a  war,  he  is  never,  lure. ot. 
ceding  it.  without  being  liable  to  the  molt  tragical^  r&- 
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de  ia  fortune.  Avec  quelque  fuperiorite  de  forces  qu’on 
s'engage  dans  un  combat,  le  moindre  mtccmpte,  une  ter- 
reurpanique,  un  rien  vous  arrache  la  vi&cire  qui  etoit 
deja  dans  vos  mains,  Sc  la  tranfporte  chez  vos  ennemis. 
Quand  meme  on  tiendroit  dans  fon  camp  la  vi&cire  com- 
me  enchainee,  on  fe  detruiroit  foi-meme  en  detruifant 
fes  ennemis.  On  depeuple  fon  pays  ;  on  lailfe  les  terres 
prefque  incultes  ;  on  trouble  le  commerce :  mais  ce  qui 
eft  bien  pis,  on  affoiblit  les  meilleures  loix,  &  on  laiffe 
corrompre  les  mceurs.  La  jeunelfe  ne  s’adonne  plus  aux 
lettres.  Le  preftant  befoin  fait  qu’on  fouffre  une  licence 
pernicieufe  dans  les  troupes.  La  juftice,  la  police,  tout 
iouffre  de  ce  defordre.  Un  roi  qui  verfe  le  fang  de  tant 
d’hommes,  Sc  qui  caufe  tant  de  malheurs  pour  acquerir 
un  peu  de  gloire  ou  pour  etendre  les  bornes  de  fon  roy- 
aume,  eft  indigne  de  la  gloire  qu’il  cherche.  Sc  merite 
de  perdre  ce  qu’il  poflede  pour  avoir  voulu  ufurper  ce 
qui  ne  lui  appartenoit  pas.. 

Mais  voici  le  moyen  d’exercer  le  courage  d’une  na¬ 
tion  en  terns  de  paix.  Vous  avez  deja  vu  les  exercices 
du  corps  que  nous  etabliftbns  ;  les  prix  qui  exciteront 
l’emulation  ;  les  maximes  de  gloire  Sc  de  vertu  dont  on 
remplira  les  ames  des  enfans  prefque  des  le  berceau  par 
le  chant  des  grandes  actions  des  heros  ;  ajoutez  a  ces 
feccurs  celui  d’une  vie  fobre  Sc  laborieufe.  Mais  ce 
n’eft  pas  tout  ;  auftltot  qu’un  peuple  allie  de  votre  na¬ 
tion  aura  une  guerre,  il  faut  y  envoyer  la  fleur  de  votre 
jeunefie,  fur-tout  ceux  en  qui  on  remarquera  le  genie  de 
la  guerre.  Sc  qui  feront  les  plus  propres  a  profiter  de 
V experience.  Par  la  vous  conferverez  une  haute  repu¬ 
tation  chez  vos  allies.  Votre  alliance  fera  recherchee* 
on  craindra  de  la  perdre  ;  fans  avoir  la  guerre  chez  vous 
.&  a  vos  depens,  vous  aurez  toujours  une  jeunefte  a- 
guerrie  &  intrepide.  Quoique  vous  ayez  la  paix  chez 
vous,  vous  ne  laifterez  pas  de  traiter  avec  de  grands 
honneurs  ceux  qui  auront  le  talent  de  la  guerre  ;  car  le 
vrai  moyen  d’elcigner  la  guerre,  Sc  de  conferver  une 
longue  paix  ;  c’eft  de  cultiver  les  armes,  c’eft  d’honorer 
les  hommes  excellens  dans  cette  profeflion,  c’eft  d’en. 
avoir  toujours  qui  s’y  foient  exerees  dans  les  pays  Gran¬ 
gers,  qui  connoiffent  les  forces,  la  difcipline  Sc  les  ma- 
iiieres  de  faire  la  guerre  des  peuples  voilins ;  c’eft  d’etre 
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verfes  of  fortune.  V/ith  whatever  fuperiority  of  forces 
he  engages  in  battle,  the  leaft  miftuke,  a  panick,  a  no¬ 
thing  fnatches  the  vi&ory  out  of  his  hands,  and  transfers 
it  to  his  enemies.  And  though  he  held  viaory  as  it 
were  were  in  chains  in  his  camp,  yet  he  deftroys  himfelf 
in  deftroying  his  foes.  For  he  depopulates  his  own  coun¬ 
try  ;  he  leaves  the  lands  almoft  uncultivated ;  he  inter¬ 
rupts  trade  ;  and  what  is  much  worfe,  he  weakens  the 
bell  laws,  and  winks  at  a  depravity  of  manners.  The 
youth  no  longer  addift  themfelves  to  letters.  The  necef- 
jfity  of  the  times  obliges  him  to  tolerate  a  pernicious  li~ 
centioufnefs  in  the  army.  Juftice,  government,  every 
thing  differs  in  the  confufion.  A  king  who  lheds  the 
blood  of  fuch  multitudes,  and  caufes  fo  many -calamities 
in  order  to  acquire  a  little  glory,  or  to  extend  the  bounds 
of  his  kingdom,  is  unworthy  of  the  glory  he  purfues,  and 
deferves  to  lofe  what  he  poffefles  for  having  endeavoured 

to  ufurp  what  he  has  no  right  to.  .  . 

But  the  courage  of  a  nation  may  be  exercifed  m  times 
of  peace.  You  already  know  what  bodily  exercifes  we 
inftitute,  the  prizes  to  excite  emulation,  and  the  max¬ 
ims  of  glory  and  virtue,  with  which  the  fongs  of  the  great 
aftions  of  heroes  will  fill  the  fouls  of  children  almoft  from 
their  very  cradles :  Add  to  thefe  helps,  that  of  a  fober 
and  laborious  life.  But  this  is  not  all :  As  foon  as  any 

nation  in  alliance  with  yours,  is  engaged  in  a  war,  the 
flower  of  your  youth  muft  be  fent  thither,  especially  toe 
who  have  difcovered  a  genius  for  war,  and  are  the  beft 
qualified  to  profit  by  experience.  Y ou  will  thereby  main¬ 
tain  an  high  reputation  among  your  neighbours,  who  will 
court  your  alliance,  and  be  afraid  of  lofing  it.  And 
thus  without  having  a  war  at  home  and  at  your  own  ex¬ 
pence,  you  will  always  have  a  warlike  and  intrepid  body 
of  youth.  Notwithftanding  you  have  peace  m  your  own 
kingdom,  you  muft  not  fail  to  treat  thofe  with  great  ho¬ 
nour  who  have  a  talent  for  war  ;  for  the  true  way  to  a. 
void  war  and  to  maintain  a  lading  peace,  is  to  cultivate 
arms,  to  honour  men  who  excel  m  the  profeffion  of  them, 
always  to  have  feme  who  have  been  trained  up  m  foreign 
countries,  and  who  know  the  ftrength  and  difctpline  of 
neighbouring  nations,  and  their  manner  of  making  war , 
and  to  be  equally  incapable  of  making  it  through  ambi- 
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cgalement  incapable  &  de  faire  la  guerre  par  ambition, 
&  de  la  craindre  par  moleile.  Alors  etant  toujours  pres 
a  la  faire  pour  la  neceftite,  on  parvient  a  ne  V avoir  pref- 
que  jamais. 

Pour  les  allies,  quand  ils  font  prets  a  fe  faire  la  guerre 
les  uns  aux  autres,  c’eft  a  vous  a  vous  rendre  mediateur. 
Par- la  vous  acquerez  une  gloire  plus  folide  &  plus  fare 
que  celle  des  conquerans  ;  vous  gagnez  l’amour  &  ref- 
time  des  etrangers  :  ils  ont  tous  befoin  de  vous ;  vous 
jregnez  fur  eux  par  la  confiance,  comme  vous  regnez 
iur  vos  fujets  par  l’aufhorite.  Vous  demeurez  le  de- 
pofitaire  des  fecrets,  l’arbitre  des  traites,  le  maitre  des 
cceurs.  Votre  reputation  vole  dans  tous  les  pays  les 
plus  eloignes,  votre  nom  eft  comme  un  parfum  deli- 
cieux  qui  s’exhale  de  pays  en  pays  chez  les  peuples  les 
plus  recules.  En  cet  etat,  qu’un  peuple  voiiin  vous  at- 
taque  centre  les  regies  de  la  juftice,  il  vous  trouve 
aguerri,  prepare  ;  mais  ce  qui  eft  bien  plus  fort,  il  vous 
trouve  ai me,  &  fecouru  ;  tous  vos  voifms  s’allarment 
pour  vous,  &  font  perfuades  que  votre  confervation  fait 
la  furete  publique.  Voila  un  rempart  bien  plus  allure 
ciue  toutes  les  murailles  des  villes,  &  que  toutes  les 
places  les  mieux  fortiftees.  Voila  la  veritable  gloire. 
Mais  qu’il  y  a  peu  de  rois  qui  fachent  la  chercher,  & 
qui  ne  s’en  eloignent  point  !  Ils  courent  apres  une  om¬ 
bre  trompeufe,  &  laiffent  derriere  eux  le  vrai  honneur 
faute  de  le  connoitre. 

Apres  que  Mentor  eat  parle  akifi,  Pbilocles  etonne 
le  regardoit  ;  puis  il  jetoit  les  yeux  fur  le  roi,  &  etoit 
ch-arme  de  voir  avec  quelle  avidite  Idomenee  recueilloit 
au  fond  de  fon  cceur  toutes  les  paroles  qui  fortoient  com¬ 
me  un  fleuve  de  fagefte  de  la  bouclie  de  cet  etranger. 

Minerve  fous  la  figure  de  Mentor  etabliffoit  dans  Sa¬ 
le  nie  toutes  les  meilleures  loix  &  les  plus  utiles  maximes. 
du  gouverneme-nt,  moins  pour  faire  fleurir  le  royaumo 
d5 Idomenee,  que  pour  montrer  a  Telemaque  quand  il 
revjendroit,  un  exemple  fen  fib  le  de  ce  qu’un  fage  gou- 
yernement  pent  faire  pour  rendre  les  peuples  heureax^ 
&  pour  dormer  a  un  bon  roi  une  gloire  durable. 
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tion,  and  of  dreading  it  through  effeminacy.  By  being 
thus  always  prepared  for  it  on  occafion,  one  is  hardly 
ever  reduced  to  the  neceffity  of  making  it  at  all. 

As  for  your  allies,  when  they  are  ready  to  engage  m 
a  war  with  each  other,  it  is  your  part  to  become  their 
mediator.  You  thereby  acquire  a  more  fol.id  and  un- 
queftionable  glory  than  that  of  conquerors;  you  wm 
the  love  and  eileem  of  ftrangers  ;  they  all  flanu  m  need 
of  you,  and  you  reign  over  them  by  the  confidence  they 
repofe  in  you,  as  you  reign  over  your  fubjecls  by  your 
authority.  You  are  the  repofitory  of  their  fecrets,  the 
arbiter  of  their  treaties,  the  mailer  of  their  hearts. 
Your  fame  flies  to  the  moil  diftant  countries,  _  and  your 
name  is  like  a  fweet  perfume  which  diffuies  nfelf  from 
country  to  country  even  to  the  remote!!  nations.  If  a 
neighbouring  people  attack  you  in  thefe  circumftances 
contrary  to  the  rules  of  juilice,  it  finds  you  warlike  pre¬ 
pared,  and,  what  is  a  much  greater  fecunty,  beloved 
and  fuccoured :  All  your  neighbours  are  alarmed  for 
Vou  and  are  nerfuaded  that  the  pubhck  fafety  depends 
on  your  prefervation.  This  is  a  much  ftronger  rampart 
than  all  the  walls  of  cities,  or  the  moll  regular  fortifi¬ 
cations  :  this  is  fubflantial  glory.  But  how  few  princes 
are  there  who  are  wife  enough  to  purfue  it,  or  rather, 
who  do  not  fly  from  it !  They  purfue  a  dciufive  phan¬ 
tom,  and  leave  true  honour  behind  them  for  want  o. 

k  when  Mentor  had  fpoken  thus.  Phi-lodes  looked  upon 
him  with  aflonifhment ;  and  then  turning  his  eyes  on  the 
kine  was  charmed  to  fee  how  greedily  Idomeneus  uorea 
ud  in  his  heart  all  the  words  which  poured  like  a  torrent 
of  wifdom  from  the  mouth  of  this  ftranger. 

Thus  did  Minerva,  in  the  form  of  Mentor,  eftablim 
all  the  bell  laws:  and  moil  ufefal  maxims  of  government 
at  Salentum  ;  not  fo  much  to  make  the  kingdom  of  ido¬ 
meneus  flouriih,  as  to  ihow  Telemachm,  when  he  ihould 
return,  a  ilriking  example  of  the  efteds  of  a  wiie^admi- 
niilration  with  regard  to  the  happinefs  of  the  people,  ana 
the  failing  glory  of  the  prince. 
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Wclemaque^  au  camp  des  allies  gagne  V inclination  de  Philoc- 
fete,  d'abord  indifpofe  centre  lui,  a  caufe  d'Uly/Je  fon 
pere.  PhiloBete  lui  raconte  fes  adventures,  ou  il  fait  en- 
trer  les  particularity  de  la  mart  d'Hercule,  caufe  par 
la  t unique  empoifonnee,  que  le  centaure  NeJJus  avoit  don- 
nee  a  Dejanire :  il  lui  explique  comment  il  obtint  de  ce 
keros  fes  filches  fatales ,  fans  lefquelles  la  ville  de  Troye 
ne  pouvoit  etre  prife  ;  comment  il  fut  puni  d’ avoir  trahi 
fon  fecret  par  tons  les  maux  qu’il  fuffrit  dans  Vile  de 
Lemnos  ;  13  comment  Vlyjfe  fe  forvit  de  Neoptoleme  four 
l  engager  a  aller  au  fi'ege  de  Troye,  ou  il  fut  gueri  de 
fes  blejfures  par  les  fils  d’Efoulape . 


CE  P  E  N  D  A  N  T  Telemaque  montroit  fon  courage 
dans  les  perils  de  la  guerre.  En  partant  de  Sa- 
lente  il  s  apphqua  a  gagner  l’affe&ion  des  vieux  capi- 
tainesj  dont  la  reputation  &  1 ’experience  etoient  au 
comble.  .  Neflor,  qui  1’avoit  deja  vu  a  Pylos,  &  qui 
avoit  toujours  aime  Ulyffe,  Ie  traitoit  corame  fi  e’eut  etc 
fon  propre  fils.  Il  lui  donnoit  des  inftru&ions  qu’il  ap- 
puyoit  de  divers  exemples ;  il  lui  racontoit  toutes  les  aven- 
tures  de  fa  jeunefTe,  &  tout  ce  qu’il  avoit  vu  faire  de 
plus  remarquable  aux  heros  de  Page  paffe.  La  memoire 
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The  ARGUMENT. 

1" thmachus  in  the  camp  of  the  allies  -wins  the  affeaion  of 
PhiloSetes,  •who  was  at  firfl  prejudices!  againft  him  on 
account  of  his  father  Ulyffes.  Pkiloaetes  relates  to  him  his 
adventures,  with  which  he  interweaves  the  particular: 
of  the  death  of  Hercules,  occafioned  by  the  poifoned  tunic* 
which  the  Centaur  Neffus  had  given  to  Dejamra.  He 
informs  him  how  he  obtained  of  this  hero  his  fatal  or- 
rows,  without  which  the  city  of  Troy  could  not  have 
been  taken  ;  how  he  was  pumjhed  for  betraying  his  feci  et, 
h  all  the  miferies  he  fuffered  in  the  ifle  of  Lemnos  ;  and 
how  Ulyffes  employed  Neoptolemus  to  engage  him  to  go  to 
theftegeofTroy,  where  he  was  cured  oj  his  wound  by 
the  Jons  of  Efculapius . 

IN  the  mean  time  Telemachus  was  finalizing  his  cou¬ 
rage  amidft  the  dangers  of  war.  When  he  departed 
from  Salentum,  he  was  very  affiduous  to  win  the  affedhon 
of  the  old  captains,  whofe  reputation  and  experience  were 
the  mod  coniummate.  Neftor,  who  had  feen  him  before 
at  Pylos,  and  who  always  loved  Ulyffes,  treated  Lin  as 
if  he  had  been  his  own  foil ;  giving  him  mftrufhons  which 
he  enforced  by  various  examples,  and  relating  to  him i  a  1 
the  adventures  of  his  youth,  and  all  tne  moft  remarkable 
Jjiings  which  he  had  feen  performed  by  the  heroes  of  the 
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de  ce  fage  vieillard  qui  avoit  vecu  trois  ages  d’hommes, 
etoit  comme  une  hiftoire  des  anciens  terns  gravee  fur  le 
marbre  &  far  l’airain. 

Philosftete  n’eut  pas  d’abord  la  merae  inclination  pour 
Telemaque  que  Neftor.  La  haine  qu’il  avoit  nourrie  fi 
long-tems  dans  fon  cceur  contre  UlyfTe,  l’eloignoit  de 
fon  fils,  &  il  ne  poavoit  voir  qu’avec  peine  tout  ce  qu’il 
fembloit  que  les  Dieux  preparoient  en  faveur  de  ce  jeune 
homme  pour  lerendre  egal  auxh.ros  qui  avoient  renverfe 
la  ville  de  Troye.  Mais  enfin  la  moderation  de  Tele¬ 
maque  vainquit  tous  les  reilentimens  de  Philodlete  ;  il  ne 
put  fe  defendre  d’aimer  cette  vertue  douce  Sc  modefte.  Il 
prenoit  fouvent  Telemaque,  &  lui  difoit  :  Mon  fils,  (car 
je  ne  crains  plus  de  vous  nommer  ainfi)  votre  pire  & 
moi,  je  1’avoue,  nous  avons  ete  long-tems  ennemis  l’un 
de  l’autre  :  j’avoue  meme  qu’apres  que  nous  eumes  fait 
tomber  la  fuperbe  ville  de  Troye,  mon  cceur  n’etoit 
point  encore  appaife  ;  &  quand  je  vous  ai  vu,  j’ai  fenti 
de  la  peine  a  aimer  la  vei;tu  dans  le  fils  dTJlyffe.  Je 
me  le  fuis  fouvent  reproche.  Mais  enfin  la  vertu,  quand 
elle  eft  douce,  ftmple,  ingenue  &  modefte,  furmonte 
tout.  Enfuite  Philo&ete  s’engagea  infenfiblement  a  lui 
raconter  ce  qui  avoit  ailume  dans  fon  coeur  tant  de  haine 
contre  Ulyffe. 

Il  faut,  dit-il,  reprendre  mon  hiftoire  de  plus  haul. 
Je  fuivis  par  tout  le  grand  Hercule  qui  a  delivre  la  terre 
de  taut  de  monftres,  &  devant  qui  les  autres  heros  n’etoi- 
ent  que  comme  font  les  foibles  rofeaux  aupres  d’un  grand, 
chene,  ou  comme  les  moindres  oifeaux  en  prefence  de 
Paigle.  Ses  malheurs  Sc  les  miens  vinrent  d’une  paf- 
fion  qui  caufe  tous  les  defaftres  les  plus  afrreux,  c’eftfl’a- 
mour.  Hercule  qui  avoit  vaincu  tant  de  monftres  ne  pou- 
voit  vaincre  cette  paiiion  honteufe.  Sc  le  cruel  enfant  Cu^ 
pidon  fe  jouoit  de  lui.  Il  ne  pouvoit  fe  reffouvenir,  fans 
rougir  de  honte,  qu’il  avoit  autrefois  oubliefa  gloirejuf- 
qu’a  filer  aupres  d’Omphale  reine  de  Lydie,  comme  le 
plus  lache  Sc  le  plus  effemine  de  tous  les  homines  ;  tant  il 
avoit  ete  entrains  par  un  amour  aveugle.  Cent  fois  il 
m’a  avoue  que  cet  endrok  de  fa  vie  avoit  term  fa  vertu.  Sc 
prefque  efface  la  gloire  de  tous  fes  travaux.  Cependant, 

6  Dieux  !  telle  efc  la  foibleffe.  Sc  Pinconftance  des  hom¬ 
ines  l  ils  fe  prosaettent  tout  d’eux-memes,,  &  ne  refiftent 

a  rien. 
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Jaft  age.  The  memory  of  this  wife  fenior,  who  had  lived 
thrice  the  age  of  man,  was  as  it  were  an  hiftory  of  an¬ 
cient  times  engraved  on  brafs  and  marble. 

Philodtetes  had  not  at  firft  the  fame  affedlion  for  Tele- 
machus  as  Neftor  had.  The  hatred  which  he  had  fo 
long  harboured  in  his  heart  againft  Ulyfies,  prejudiced 
him  againft  his  fon  ;  and  he  could  not  without  uneafmefs 
fee  all  that  he  thought  the  Gods  were  doing  in  favour  of 
this  youth,  in  order  to  render  him  equal  to  the  heroes 
who  had  fubverted  the  city  of  Troy.  But  at  length  the 
prudent  deportment  of  Telemachus  entirely  overcame 
the  refentment  of  Philodletes,  who  could  not  help  loving 
his  engaging  and  modeft  virtue.  He  often  took  him  afide, 
and  faid,  my  fon,  (for  1  no  longer  fcruple  to  call  you 
fo)  your  father  and  I  were,  I  own,  a  long  while  enemies 
to  each  other.  I  own  alfo  that  my  heart  was  not  ap- 
peafed  after  we  had  fubverted  the  haughty  city  of  Troy  5 
and  that  I  found  it  difficult  when  I  faw  you,  to  love  vir¬ 
tue  in  the  fon  of  Ulylfes  :  With  this  I  often  reproached 
myfelf.  But  virtue,  when  it  is  gentle,  unaffedled,  in¬ 
genuous  and  modeft,  at  length  overcomes  every  thing. 
Philodtetes  was  afterwards  infenfibly  engaged  to  tell  him  . 
what  had  kindled  in  his  heart  fo  much  enmity  againft 
Ulyfies. 

I  mull,  faid  he,  begin  my  hiftory  higher.  I  every 
where  attended  the  great  Plercules,  who  freed  the  earth 
from  fo  many  monfters,  and  in  whofe  fight  the  ether  he¬ 
roes  were  but  as  feeble  reeds  near  a  large  oak,  or  little 
birds  in  the  prefence  of  the  eagle.  Plis  misfortunes  and 
mine  proceeded  from  love,  the  fource  of  all  the  moit  ter¬ 
rible  difafters.  Hercules,  who  had  conquered  fo  many 
monfters,  could  not  conquer  this  fhameful  paflion  :  Cu¬ 
pid,  the  cruel  boy,  made  him  his  fport.  Nor  could  he 
recolleft  without  bluffing  with  fhame,  that  he  had  for¬ 
merly  been  fo  forgetful  of  his  glory,  as  to  Ipin  withOm- 
phale  queen  of  Lydia,  like  the  nroft  abjedtand  effeminate 
of  mankind  ;  fo  far  was  he  hurried  away  by  his  blind 
paffion.  An  hundred  times  has  he  confefied  to  me,  that 
this  part  of  his  life  had  tarnifhed  his  virtue,  and  almoft 
effaced  the  glory  of  all  his  labours.  How  great,  ye  Gods  ! 
is  the  weakneis  and  inconftancy  of  men  !  they  think 
themfelves  all-fufiicient,  though  they  can  withftand  no¬ 
thing. 
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a  ricn.  Helas !  le  grand  Hercule  retomba  dans  les  pieges 
de  Famour  qu’il  avoit  fi  fouvent  deteftes  :  il  aima  Deja- 
nire.  Trop  heureux,  s?il  eut  ete  conilant  dans  cette  paf- 
iion  pour  une  femme  qui  fut  fon  epoufe  !  Mais  bientot  la 
jeuneffe  d’Jole,  fur  le  vifagede  laquelle  les  graces  etoient 
peintes,  ravirent  fon  coeur.  Dejanire  brula  de  jaloufie  ; 
elle  fe  refiouvint  de  cette  fatale  tunique  que  le  centaure 
Nelfus  lui  avoit  laifiee  en  mourant,  comme  un  moyen 
afiiire  de  reveiller  Famour  d’Hercule,  toutesles  xois  qu  il 
paroitroit  la  negliger  pour  en  aimer  quelqu'autre.  Cette 
tunique  pleine  du  (ang  venimeux  du  Centaure,  renfermoit 
le  poifon  des  fieches  dont  ce  monfire  avoit  ete  perce. 
Vous  favez  que  les  fieches  d’Hercule,  qui  tua  ce  per  fide 
Centaure,  avoient  ete  trempees  dans  le  fang  de  l'Hydre 
de  Lerne,  Sc  que  ce  fang  empoifonnoit  ces  fieches,  en 
forte  que  toutes  les  blefiures  qu’elles  fefoient,  etoient  in¬ 
curables.  >  ,  A 

Flercule  s’etant  revetu  de  cette  tunique,  fentit  bientot 
le  feu  devorant  qui  fe  glifibit  jufques  dans  la  nacelle  de  les 
03  •  il  poufioit  des  cris  horribles  dont  le  mont  Oeta  le- 
fonnoit,  &  feloit  retentir  toutes  les  profondes  vallees ;  la 
mer  meme  en  paroifioit  emue  ;  les  taureaux  les^plus  fu- 
rieux  qui  auroient  mugi  dans  leurs  combats,  n’auroient 
pas  fait  un  bruit  aufii  affreux.  Le  malheureux  Lychas 
qui  lui  avoit  apporte  de  la  part  de  Dejanire  cette  tunique, 
ay  ant  ofe  s’appr  ocher  de  lui,  Hercule  dans  le  tranfport 
de  fa  douleur  le  prit,  le  fit  pirouetter  comme  un  frondeur 
fait  avec  fa  fronde  tourner  la  pierre  qu  il  veut  jeter  lom 
de  lui.  Ainfi  Lychas  lance  du  haut  de  la  montagne  par 
la  puifiante  main  d’Hercule,  tomba  dans  les  fiots  de  la 
mer,  ou  il  fut  change  tout-a-coup  en  un  rocher,  qui  garde 
encore  la  figure  humaine,  Sc  qui  etant  toujours  battu  par 
les  vagues  irritees,  epouvante  de  loin  les  fages  pilotes.  ^ 
Apres  ce  malheur  de  Lychas  je  crus  que  je  ne  pouvois 
plus  me  fier  a  Hercule  ;  je  fongeois  a  me  cacheqdans  ks 
cavernes  les  plus  profondes.  Je  le  voyois  deraciner  fans 
peine  d’une  main  les  hauts  fapins  Sc  les  vieux  chenes,  qui 
depuis  plufieurs  fiecles  avoient  meprife  les  vents  &  les 
tempetes.  De  l’autre  main  il  tachoit  en  vain  d’arracher 
de  deffus  fon  dos  la  fatale  tunique  ;  elle  s’etoit  collee  fur 
fa  peau,  &  comme  incorporee  a  fes  membres.  Ameiure 

fau’il  la  dechiroit,  il  dechiroit  aufii  fa  peau  Sc  fa  cnair  , 
^  ion 
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thing.  Alas  !  the  great  Hercules  was  entangled  again 
in  the  fnares  of  love,  which  he  had  fo  often  detefted.  He 
conceived  a  paffion  for  Dejanira  :  She  was  his  wife,  and 
happy  had  he  been  had  he  been  condant  to  her  ;  but 
dole’s  youth,  on  whofe  face  the  graces  were  pi&ured, 
quickly  ravifhed  his  heart.  Dejanira,  burning  with  jea- 
loufy,  bethought  her  of  the  fatal  tunick,  which  the  cen¬ 
taur  NeiTus  had  bequeathed  her  at  his  death,  as  a  certain 
means  to  awaken  the  love  of  Hercules,  as  often  as  he 
fhould  feem  to  negleft  her,  and  to  be  fond  of  another. 
This  tunick,  embrued  with  the  venomous  blood  of  the 
centaur,  contained  the  poifon  of  the  arrows  with  which 
that  monder  v/as  flam.  You  know  that  the  arrows  with 
which  Hercules  killed  the  perfidious  centaur,  had  been 
dipped  in  the  blood  of  the  Lernsean  Hydra,  and  that  this 
blood  poifoned  thofe  arrows  to  fuch  a  degree  that  all  their 
wounds  were  incurable. 

Hercules  having  put  on  this  tunick,  prefently  felt  the 
devouring  fire,  which  insinuated  itfelf  even  into  the  mar¬ 
row  of  his  bones.  He  roared  in  a  horrible  manner,  mak¬ 
ing  mount  Oeta  and  all  the  deep  vallies  ring  with  his 
cries  ;  nay,  the  fea  itfelf  feemed  to  be  moved  :  the  molt 
furious  bulls  in  their  condidls  could  not  have  made  a  more 
terrible  bellowing.  The  ill-fated  Lychas,  wha  had 
brought  him  this  tunick  from  Dejanira,  prefuming  to  ap¬ 
proach  him,  Hercules  feized  him  in  the  tranfports  of  his 
anguifh,  and  as  a  (linger  whirls  a  (tone  in  his  ding,  in 
order  to  cad  it  the  farther,  whirled  him  fwiftly  round, 
and  then  with  his  potent  hands  hurled  him  from  the  top 
of  the  mountain  into  the  billows  of  the  fea  :  where  he 
was  immediately  transformed  into  a  rock,  which  fill  re¬ 
tains  an  human  fhape,  and  being  continually  beaten  by 
the  angry  waves,  alarms  the  wary  pilot  at  a  didance. 

After  this  misfortune  of  Lychas,  believing  I  fhould  no 
longer  be  fafe  with  Hercules,  1  thought  of  hiding  myfelf 
in  the  deeped  caverns  of  the  earth.  With  one  hand  I  be¬ 
held  him  eafily  uproot  the  lofty  firs  and  ancient  oaks,  which 
for  feveral  ages  had  braved  the  winds  and  the  temped*  ; 
with  the  other  he  vainly  endeavoured  to  tear  the  fatal 
tunick  from  his  back  ;  it  was  glued  to  his  fkin,  and  as  it 
were  incorporated  with  his  limbs  :  as  he  tore  that,  he 
tore  off  his  Ada  and  his  defh,  and  drenched  the  earth 


35  TELEMAQUE.  Liv.  XV. 

fon  fang  ruiffeloit,  &  trempoit  la  terre.  Enfin  fa  vertu 
furmontant  la  douleur,  il  s’ecria  :  1  u  vois,  o  mon  cher 
Philo&ete,  les  maux  que  les  Dieux  me  font  fouftVir  ;  ils 
font  juftes  ;  c’eft  moi  qui  les  ai  offenfes  :  j’ai  viole  P  amour 
conjugal.  Apres  avoir  vaincu  taut  d’ennemis,  je  me 
fuis  lachement  laifte  vaincre  par  l’amour  d’une  beaute 
etrangere  ;  je  peris,  &  fuis  content  de  perir  pour  appaifer 
les  Dieux.  Mais  helas  !  cher  ami,  ou  eft-ce  que  tu  fuis.? 
L’exces  de  la  doukur  m’a  fait  commettre,  il  eft  vrai, 
contre  ce  miferable  Lychas  une  cruaute  que  je  me  re- 
proche  ;  il  n’a  pas  fu  quel  poifon  il  me  prefentoit  ;  il  n’a 
point  merite  ce  que  je  lui  ai  fait  fouffrir  :  mais  crois-tu 
que  ie  puilfe  oublier  l’amitie  que  je  te  dois,^  &  que  je 
veuille  t’arracher  la  vie  ?  Non,  non,  je  ne  cefterai  point 
d’ aimer  Philodete.  Philociete  recevra  dans  fon  iein 
mon  arne  prete  a  s’envoler.  C’eft  lui  qui  recueiilera 
mes  cendres.  Ou  es-tu  done,  o  mon  cher  r hiloctcte,  Phi- 
iodete  la  feule  efperance  qui  me  refte  ici-bas  ?. 

A  ces  mots,  je  me  hate  de  courir  vers  lui  ‘  il  me  tend 
les  bras,  &  veut  m’embr  after  ;  mais  il  fe  retient  dans  la 
crainte  d’allumer  dans  mon  fein  le  feu  cruel  dont  iy  eft 
lui-meme  brule.  Helas  !  dit-il,  cette  confolation  mem® 
ne  m’eft  plus  permile.  En  parlant  ainu,  il  afemole 
tous  ces  arbres  qu’il  vient  d’abattre  ;  il  en  fait  un  bucher 
fur  le  fommet  de  la  montagne  ;  ii  monte  tranquillement 
fur  le  bucher  j  il  etend  la  peau  du  lion  de  Neuiee,  qui 
avoit  ft  long  terns  couvert  fes  ep'aules,  lorlqu’il  alloit 
d’un  bout  de  la  terre  a  P autre  abattre  les  monftres,  & 
delivrer  les  malheureux  ;  ii  s’appuye  iur  ia  maftue,  &  id 
m’ordonne  d’allumer  le  leu  du  bucher. 

Meg  mains  tremblantes  &  faiftes  d’horreur  ne  purent 
lui  refufer  ce  cruel  office  ;  car  la  vie  n’etoit  plus  pour 
lui  un  prefent  des  Dieux,  tant  elle  lui  etoit  funefte.  Je 
craignis  meme  que  l’exces  de  fes  douleurs  ne  le  tranfpor- 
tat  jufqu’a  faire  quelque  chofe  d’indigne  de  cette  vertu 
qui  avoit  etonne  1  ’uni vers.  Comme  il  vit  que  la  flame 
commen^oit  a  prendre  au  bucher  :  eft-  maintenant, 

s’ccria-t-il,  mon  cher  Philodete,  que  j’eprouve  ta  veri¬ 
table  amitie  ;  car  tu  aimes  mon  honneuy  plus  que  ma 
vie  :  que  les  Dieux  te  le  rendent  \  je  te  laifie  ce  qim  j  ai 
de  plus  precieux  fur  la  terre,  ces  fteches  trempees  dans  le 
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with  torrents  of  blood.  At  length  his  virtue  getting  the 
better  of  his  anguifli,  he  cried  out.  You  fee,  my  deareA 
Philoftetes  !  the  evils  which  the  Gods  infiift  upon  me  ; 
they  are  righteous  ;  I  have  offended  them  ;  I  have  vio¬ 
lated  conjugal  love  ;  having  vanquiihed  fo  many  ene¬ 
mies,  I  meanly  differed  mylelf  to  be  vanquifhed  by  a 
beautiful  Aranger  ;  I  perifh,  and  I  am  willing  to  perifh 
to  appeal'e  the  Gods.  But  alas  !  my  dear  friend,  whi¬ 
ther  do  you  fly  ?  My  exceflive  tortures  have  indeed  made 
me  commit  an  aft  of  cruelty  on  the  wretched  Lychas,  for 
which  my  confcience  upbraids  me  ;  he  knew  not  that  he 
prefented  me  poilon,  nor  deferved  to  differ.  But  do  Vota 
think  that  I  can  forget  my  friendfhip  for  you,  and  that  I 
would  rob  you  of  your  life  ?  No,  no,  1  fhall  never  eeafe 
to  love  Philoftetes.  Philoftetes  fhall  receive  my  fleeting 
foul  in  his  bofom  :  he  fhall  colleft  my  allies  together. 
Where  are  you  then,  my  dear  Philoftetes  ?  Philoftetes  ! 
the  only  hope  which  is  left  me  here  below. 

This  faid,  I  immediately  ran  towards  him  ;  he  Aretches 
out  his  arms  to  embrace  me,  but  draws  them  back  again, 
for  fear  of  kindling  in  my  bofom  the  cruel  fire  with 
which  he  himfelf  was  confumed.  Alas  1  laid  he,  even 
this  confolation  is  no  longer  allowed  me.  As  he  fpeaks 
thus,  he  collefts  together  the  trees  he  had  torn  up  by  the 
roots  ;  he  makes  a  funeral  pile  of  them  on  the  top  of  the 
mountain  ;  he  afcends  it  with  tranquility  ;  he  overfpreads 
it  with  the  fkin  of  the  Nejnean  lion,  which  he  had  fo 
long  worn  on  his  Jhoulders,  when  he  travelled  from  one 
end  of  the  earth  to  the  other  to  deAroy  monAers,  and  de¬ 
liver  the  diAreffed  ;  he  leans  on  his  club,  and  bids  me 
light  the  pyre. 

My  hands  trembling  with  horror  could  not  deny  him 
this  cruel  office  ;  for  his  life  was  fo  racked  with  tortures, 
that  it  was  no  longer  a  gift  of  the  Gods.  I  was  more¬ 
over  apprehenfive  leA  the  violence  of  his  pangs  fhould 
tranfport  him  to  aft  fomething  unworthy  of  the  virtue 
vwhich  had  aflonifhed  the  univerfe.  Perceiving  the  flames 
begin  to  catch  the  pyre.  Now  cried  he,  my  dear  Philoc- 
tetes,  I  am  convinced  of  the  fincerity  of  your  friendfhip  ; 
for  you  love  my  honour  more  than  my  life  :  May  the 
Gods  reward  you  for  it !  I  bequeath  you  what  I  have  of 
the  moft  valuable  in  the  world,  thefe  arrows  dipt  in  the 

blood 
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fang  de  PHydre  de  Lerne.  Tu  fais  que  les  bleffures 
qu’eiles  font  font  incurables  ;  par  elles  tu  feras  invinci¬ 
ble,  comme  je  Pai  ete,  &  aucun  mortel  n’ofera  combat  - 
tre  contre  toi.  Souviens-toi  que  je  meurs  fidele  a  notre 
amide,  &  n’oublie  jamais  combien  tu  m’as  ete  cher. 
Mais  s’il  eft  vrai  que  tu  fois  touche  de  mes  maux,  tu 
peux  me  donner  une  derniere  confolation  :  promets-moi 
de  ne  decouvrir  jamais  a  aucun  mortel  ni  ma  mort,  ni  le 
lieu  ou  tu  auras  cache  mes  cendres.  Je  le  lui  promis, 
helas  !  je  le  jurai  meme  en  arrofant  fon  bucher  de  mes 
larmes:  un  rayon  de  joie  parut  dans  fes  yeux.  Mais 
tout-a-coup  un  tourbillon  de  flame  qui  l’envelopa,  etouffa 
fa  voix,  &  le  deroba  prefque  a  ma  vue.  Je  le  voyois 
encore  neanmoins  a  travers  des  flames,  avec  un  vilage 
aufli  ferein  que  s’il  eut  ete  couronne  de  fleurs  &  convert 
de  parfums  dans  la  joie  d’un  feftin  delicieux  au  milieu  de 
tous  fes  amis. 

Le  feu  confuma  bientot  tout  ce  qu’il  y  avoit  de  terreftre 
&  de  mortel  en  lui.  Bientot  il  ne  lui  refta  rien  de  tout 
ce  qu’il  avoit  re$u  dans  fa  naiflance  de  fa  mere  Alcmene : 
mais  il  conferva  par  l’ordre  de  Jupiter  cette  nature  fub- 
tile  &  immortelle,  cette  flame  celefte  qui  eft  le.vrai 
principe  de  vie,  &  qu’il  avoit  re<p  du  pere  des  Dieux, 
Ainfl  il  alia  avec  eux  fous  les  voutes  dorees  du  brillant 
Olympe  boire  le  Neftar,  ou  les  Dieux  lui  donnerent 
pour  epoufe  l’aimable  Hebe,  qui  eft  la  Deeffe  de  la  jeu- 
nelfe,  &  qui  verfoit  le  Nedtar  dans  la  coupe  du  grand  Ju¬ 
piter,  avant  que  Ganymede  eut  re$u  cet  honneur. 

Pour  moi  je  trouvai  une  fource  inepuifable  de  douleurs 
dans  ces  fleches  qu’il  m’avoit  donnees  pour  m’elever  au- 
deflus  des  heros.  Bientot  les  rois  ligues  entreprireut  de 
venger  Menelas  de  l’infame  Paris,  qui  avoit  enleve  He¬ 
lene,  &  de  renverfer  l’empire  de  Priam.  L ’oracle 

d’Apollon  leur  fit  entendre  qu’ils  ne  devoient  point  ef-  . 
perer  de  finir  heureufemeiat  cette  guerre,  a  moins  qu’ils 
n’euflent  les  fleches  d’Hercule. 

Ulyfle  votre  pere,  qui  etoit  to uj ours  le  plus  eclaire  & 
le-  plus  induftrieux  dans  tous  les  confeils,  le  chargea  de 
me  perfuader  d’aller  avec  eux  au  fiege  de  Troye,  &  d’y 
apporter  les  fleches  qu’il  croyoit  que  j’avois.  Il  y  avoit 
deja  long-terns  qu’Hercule  ne  paroiffoit  plus  fur  la  terre. 
On  n’entendoit  plus  parler  d’aucun  nouvel  exploit  de  ce 

heros  : 
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blood  of  the  Lernsean  Hydra.  You  know  that  their 
wounds  are  incurable;  they  will  render  you  as  invincible 
as  I  have  been,  and  no  mortal  will  dare  to  contend  with 
you.  Remember  that  I  die  your  faithful  friend,  and 
never  forget  how  dear  you  have  been  to  me.  And  if  you 
are  really  touched  with  my  fufferings,  you  will  afford  me 
the  lait  confolation  in  your  power,  a  promife  never  to 
difcover  to  any  mortal  either  my  death,  or  the  place 
where  you  conceal  my  afhes.  Alas  !  I  promifed,  nay  I 
fwore  it  as  I  bedewed  his  pyre  with  my  tears  ;  a  beam 
of  gladnefs  darted  from  his  eyes.  But  he  was  fuddenly 
involved  in  curling  flames,  which  flifled  his  voice,  and 
almoft  fnatched  him  from  my  fight.  However,  I  be¬ 
held  him  again  through  the  fire  with  a  countenance  as 
ferene  as  if  it  had  been  crowned  with  flowers,  perfumed 
and  encircled  by  his  friends,  amidft  the  merriments  of  a 
fumptuous  banquet. 

Soon  did  the  fire  confume  all  his  earthly  and  mortal 
part  ;  foon  was  there  nothing  left  of  what  he  had  re¬ 
ceived  from  his  mothe'r  Alcmena  at  his  birth  :  But  he 
preferved  by  Jupiter’s  decree  that  fubtle  and  immortal 
fubflance,  that  celellial  flame,  the  true  principle  of  life, 
which  he  had  received  from  the  father  of  the  Gods.  He 
afcended  therefore  to  drink  nedlar  with  them  under  the 
gilded  roofs  of  fhining  Olympus  ;  where  the  immortals 
gave  him  for  his  wife  the  lovely  Hebe,  the  Goddefs  of 
youth  ;  who  ufed  to  pour  the  nedlar  into  Jupiter’s  cup, 
before  Ganymede  was  preferred  to  that  honour. 

Por  my  part,  I  found  an  inexhauftible  fource  of  for- 
rows,  in  the  very  arrows  he  bequeathed  me  in  order  to 
raife  me  above  the  heroes.  The  confederate  kings  quickly 
undertook  to  revenge  Menelaus  on  the  infamous  Paris, 
the  ravifher  of  Helen,  and  to  fubvert  the  empire  of  Pri¬ 
am.  The  oracle  of  Apollo  gave  them  to  underfland  that 
they  mu  ft  not  hope  for  an  happy  iffue  of  that  war,  urdefs 
they  had  the  arrows  of  Hercules. 

Your  father  Ulyffes,  who  in  all  their  councils  conftantly 
difcovered  the  greateft  wifdom  and  art,  undertook  to 
perfuade  me  to  accompany  them  to  the  liege  of  Troy, 
and  to  carry  the  arrows  thither,  which  were  he  thought 
in  my  poffeffion.  Hercules  had  not  been  feen  for  a  long 
while  ;  there  was  no  talk  of  any  new  exploit  of  his ; 

mon  Iters 
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heros  :  les  monftres  &  les  fcelerats  recommen^ient  a 
paroitre  impunement ;  les  Grecs  ne  favoient  que  croire 
de  lui :  les "u ns  diioient  qu’il  etoit  mort ;  d’autres  foute- 
noient  qu.  il  etoit  alie  juiques  lous  1  Ourfe  glacee  domp— 
ter  les  Scythes  :  mais  Ulyffe  foutint  qu’il  etoit  mort,  & 
entreprit  de  me  le  faire  avouer.  II  me  vint  trouver  dans 
un  terns  ou  je  ne  pouvois  encore  me  confoler  d’avoir 
perdu  le  grand  Alcide  :  il  eut  une  peine  extreme  a 
m’aborder  ;  car  je  ne  pouvois  plus  voir  les  hommes  ;  je 
ne  pouvois  (ouffrir  qu’on  m’arrachat  de  ces  deferts  du 
mont  Get  a,  ou  j’avois  vu  perir  mon  ami  ;  je  ne  fongeois 
qu’a  me  repeindre  l’image  de  ce  heros,  &  qu’apleurer  a 
la  vue  de  ces  trifles  lieux :  mais  la  douce  &  puifiante 
periuafion  etoit  fur  les  levres  de  votre  pere  ;  il  parut 
prefque  auffi  afflige  que  moi  :  il  verfa  des  larmes  ;  il  fut 
gagner  infenfiblement  mon  cceur  &  attirer  ma  confiance  ; 
il  m’attendrit  pour  les  rois  Grecs  qui  alloient  combattre 
pour  une  julle  caufe,  &  qui  ne  pouvoient  reuflir  fans 
moi ;  il  ne  put  neanmoins  m’arracher  le  fecret  de  la 
mort  d'Hercuie,  que  j’avois  jure  de  ne  dire  jamais  ;  mais 
il  ne  doutoit  plus  qu’il  ne  fut  mort,  &  il  me  prolloit  de 
lui  decouvrir  le  lieu  ou  j’avois  cache  fes  cendres. 

Helas  !  j’eus  horreur  de  faire  un  parjure,  en  lui  di- 
fant  un  fecret  que  j’avois  promis  aux  Dieux  de  ne  dire 
jamais  ;  j’eus  la  foibleffe  d’eluder  mon  ferment,  n’ofant 
le  violer  ;  les  Dieux  m’en  ont  puni,  je  frappai  du  pied 
la  terre  a  l’endroit  ou  j’avois  mis  les  cendres  d’Her- 
cule  ;  enfuite  j’allai  joindre  les  rois  ligues,  qui  me  re- 
curent  avec  la  meme  joie  qu’ils  auroient  re^u  Hercule 
meme.  Comme  je  palfois  dans  Pile  de  Lemnos,  je  vou- 
lus  montrer  a  tous  les  Grecs  ce  que  mes  fleches  pou¬ 
voient  faire,  me  preparant  a  percer  un  daim  qui  le  Ian- 
eoit  dans  un  bois  ;  je  laiffai  tomber  par  megarde  la 
fleche  de  Parc  fur  mon  pied,  &  elle  me  fit  une  blefiure 
que  je  relfens  encore.  Auffitot  j’eprouvai  ces^  memes 
douleurs  qu’Hercule  avoit  fouffertes  ;  je^rempliflois  nuit 
&  jour  Pile  de  mes  cris  ;  un  fang  noir  &  corrompu, 
coulant  de  ma  plaie,  infedtoit  Pair  &  repandoit  dans  le 
camp  des  Grecs  une  puanteur  capable  de  fuffoquer  les 
hommes  les  plus  vigoureux.  Toute  Parmee  eut  horreur 
de  me  voir  dans  cette  extremite,  chacun  conclut  que 
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monfters  and  wicked  men  began  to  appear  again-with  im¬ 
punity.  The  Greeks  knew  not  what  to  think  concerning 
him ;  Tome  faid  that  he  was  dead,  and  others  that  he 
was  gone  as  far  as  the  frozen  Bear  in  order  to  tame  the 
Scythians  ;  but  Ulyffes  maintained  that  he  was  dead,  and 
undertook  to  make  me  confefs  it.  As  he  came  to  me 
while  I  was  yet  inconfolable  for  the  lofs  of  the  great  Al- 
cides,  he  found  it  very  difficult  to  accoft  me  ;  for  I  could 
not  bear  the  fight  of  men,  nor  the  thoughts  of  being 
torn  from  the  deferts  of  mount  Oeta,  where  I  had  feen 
my  friend  die  ;  I  heeded  but  to  recall  the  image  of  that 
hero  to  my  mind,  and  to  weep  at  the  light  of  thofe  feenes 
of  forrow.  But  foft  and  powerful  perfuafion  hung  on 
your  father’s  lips  ;  he  feemed  almoft  as  much  afflidted  as 
X  ;  he  poured  forth  floods  of  tears  ;  he  infenlibly  won 
my  heart  and  my  confidence,  and  moved  me  with  pity 
for  the  kings  of  Greece,  who  were  going  to  fight  in  a 
juft  caufe,  and  could  not  fucceed  without  me.  He  could 
not  however  extort  from  me  the  fecret  of  Hercules’s 
death,  which  I  had  fworn  never  to  reveal ;  but  he  no 
longer  doubted  of  it,  and  prefled  me  to  fhew  him  where 
I  had  concealed  his  allies. 

Though  I  had,  alas  1  an  abhorrence  of  being  guilty 
of  perjury,  by  revealing  a  fecret  which  I  had  promifed 
the  Gods  never  to  reveal ;  yet  was  I  fo  weak  as  to  evade 
the  oath  which  X  aurft  not  violate  :  the  Gods  have  pu- 
nifhed  me  for  it  :  I  damped  with  my  foot  on  the  earth 
where  I  had  depofited  the  allies  of  Hercules.  I  then 
went  and  joined  the  confederate  kings,  who  received  me 
with  the  fame  joy  as  they  would  have  received  Hercules 
himfelf.  As  I  was  palling  through  the  illand  of  Lemnos, 
I  had  a  mind  to  Ihow  all  the  Greeks  the  efficacy  of  my 
arrows,  and  going  to  ftioot  a  deer  which  was  ruffling 
into  a  wood,  I  heedlefsly  let  the  arrow  fall  from  my 
bow  on  my  foot,  where  it  made  a  wound  which  I  ilill 
feel.  I  was  immediately  racked  with  the  fame  tortures 
which  Hercules  himfelf  had'  differed,  and  filled  the  illand 
both  night  and  day  with  my  wailings  ;  black  corrupted 
blood  ifiuing  from  my  wound,  infedted  the  air,  and  dif- 
fufed  a  ftench  through  the  whole  Grecian  camp,  which 
was  enough  to  fuffocate  men  of  the  moft  robuft  conftita- 
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c’etoit  un  fupplice  qui  m’etoit  envoye  par  les  juftes 
Dieux. 

Ulyffe  qui  m’avoit  engage  dans  cette  guerre,  fut  le 
premier  a.  m’abandonner.  J’ai  reconnu  depuis  qu  il 
f’avoit  fait,  parce  qu’il  preferoit  l’interet  compiun  de  la 
Grece  &  la  viftoire,  a  toutes  les  raiions  d’amitie  cu  de 
bienfeance  particuliere.  On  ne  pouvoit  plus^  fac rider 
dans  le  camp,  tant  l’horreur  de  ma  plaie,  Ion  mfe&ion, 

&  la  violence  de  mes  cris  troubloient  toute  1  armee. 
Mais  au  moment  que  je  me  vis  abandonee  de  tous  les 
Grecs  par  les  confeils  d'Ulyflc,  cette  politique  me  paiu* 
pleine  de  la  plus  horrible  inhumanite,  &_  de  la  plus 
noire  trahifon.  Helas  1  j’etois  aveugle,  &  je  ne  voyois 
pas  qu’il  etoit  jufte  que  les  plus  [ages  hommes  fuffent 
contre  moi,  de  meme  que  les  Dieux  que  j  avois  ir- 

1  ltCS  • 

je  demeurai  prefque  pendant  tout  le  fiege  cie  Troye 
feu],  fans  fecours,  fans  efperance,  fans  foulagement,  livre 
a  d ’horribles  douleurs  dans  cette  lie  deioite  &  iau\  age, 
ou  je  n’entendois  que  le  bruit  des  vagues  de  la  mei  qui 
fe  brifoient  contre  les  rochers.  je  trouvai  au  milieu  de 
cette  folitude  une  caverne  vide  dans  un  rocher  qui  ele- 
voit  vers  le  ciel  deux  pomtes  femblables  a  deux  tet^s. 
De  ce  rocher  fortoit  une  fontame  ciaire.  Cette  caiein^ 
etoit  la  retraite  des  betes  farouches,  a  la  fureur  defquelles 
j’etois  expofe  nuit  Sc  jour;  j’amaffai  quelques  feuilles 
pour  me  coucher  :  il  ne  me  reftoit  pour  tout  bien  qu  un 
pot  de  bois  groflierement  travaille,  Sc  quelques  habits 
dechires,  dont  j’envelloppois  ma  plaie  pour  arreter  le 
fang,  Sc  dont  je  me  fervois  auffi  pour  la  nettoyer.  ^  La 
abandon  ne  des  hommes,  Sc  livre  a  la  colere  des  Dieux, 
je  paffois  mon  terns  a  percer  des  mes  fleches  les  colom- 
bes  Sc  les  autres  oifeaux  qui  voloient  autour  de  ce  rocher . 
Quand  j ’avois  tue  quelque  oifeau  pour  ma  nouniturc,  il 
falloit  que  je  me  trairiaffe  contre  terre  avec  douleur  pour 
aller  amaffer  ma  proie  :  ainfi  mes  mains  me  preparoient 
dequoi  me  nourrir. 

Il  eft  vrai  que  les  Grecs  en  partant  me  laifserent 
quelques  provifions  ;  mais  elles  durerent  peu.  j  allu- 
mois  du  feu  avec  des  cailloux.  Cette  vie,  toute  affreufe 

s’elle  eft,  m’auroit  paru  douce,  loin  des  hommes  m- 

grats 
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tions.  The  whole  army  was  ftruck  with  horror  at  my 
diftrefs  ;  every  one  concluding  that  it  was  a  judgment 
Which  the  righteous  Gods  had  in  flitted  upon  me. 

Ulyfles,  who  had  engaged  me  in  this  war,  was  the 
firft  to  forfake  me.  I  have  imce  been  convinced  that  he 
did  it,  becaufe  he  preferred  vittory  and  the  common  in- 
terell  of  Greece  to  all  motives  of  friendfhip  and  decency 
with  regard  to  any  particular  perfon.  It  was  no  longer 
poflible  to  facrifice  in  the  camp,  fo  much  did  the  horror 
and  infettion  of  my  wound,  and  the  violence  of  my 
fhrieks  diflurb  the  whole  army.  But  as  foon  as  I  favv 
myfelf  deferted  by  all  the  Greeks  at  the  inftigation  of 
Ulyfles,  his  condutt  feemed  to  me  to  be  full  of  the  moft 
fhocking  inhumanity  and  the  blacked  treachery.  Alas  ! 
I  was  blind,  and  did  not  fee  that  it  was  juft  that  the 
wifeft  men  fhould  be  my  enemies,  as  well  as  the  Gods 
whom  I  had  offended. 

I  remained,  during  almoft  the  whole  fiege  of  Troy, 
all  alone,  without  fuccour,  without  hope,  without  com¬ 
fort,  a  prey  to  the  moft  terrib'e  tortures  in  this  defert 
and  favage  ifland,  where  I  heard  but  the  roaring  of  the 
billows  that  dafhed  againft  the  rocks.  In  the  midft  of 
this  folitude  I  found  an  empty  cave,  in  a  rock  that  lifted 
its  two  points  like  two  heads  to  the  heavens,  and  poured 
forth  a  limpid  fpring.  This  cave  was  a  harbour  for 
wild  beads,  to  whofe  fury  I  was  expofed  both  night  and 
day.  I  heaped  fome  leaves  together  for  a  bed  :  My 
|  whole  furniture  was  a  wooden  bowl  rudely  wrought,  and 
fome  tattered  cloaths,  with  which  I  bound  up  my  wound 
to  flop  its  bleeding,  and  with  W'hich  I  likewife  ufed  to 
cleanfe  it.  Here,  abandoned  by  men,  the  objett  of  the 
wrath  of  the  Gods,  I  fpent  my  time  in  fhooting  doves 
and  other  birds  which  flew  around  the  rock,  with  my 
arrows.  And  when  I  had  killed  any  for  my  fu  Henan  ce, 

I  was  forced  with  extreme  pain  to  crawl  along  the  earth 
to  pick  up  my  prey.  In  this  manner  did  my  Hands  pro¬ 
vide  me  wherewithal  to  fubfift  on. 

The  Greeks  indeed,  when  they  went  away,  left  me 
fome  provifions  ;  but  they  did  not  laft  long.  I  ufcd  to 
kindle  my  fire  with  flints.  This  life,  dreadful  as  it  was, 
as  it  was  remote  from  falfe  ungrateful  men,  would  have 
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grats  &  trompeurs,  fi  ladouleur  ne m’e&): 
n’euffe  fens  ceffe  repaffe  dans  mon  efpnt  ma  mfte^ven 
tllr,  ouoi !  difois-je,  tirer  un  homme  de  la  patne, 
comme  1e  feul  homme  qui  puiffe  venger  la  Grece,  pms 

1-abandonner  dans  cette  ile  deferte  Pedant  fon  fonmiei*  . 
Car  ce  fut  pendant  mon  fommeil  que  les  Grecs  P3™1?1'1’ 
Jngez  queue  fut  ma  furprife,  &  combien  je  verfei  de 
larmes  a  mon  reveil,  quand  je  vis  les  vmffeaux  fendre  1 
ondes.  Helas cherchant  de  tous  cotes  dans  cette  ile  f - 

vage  &  horrible,  je  n’y  trouvai  que  la 
il  n’y  a  ni  port,  ni  commerce,  m  hofpitahte,  m  homme 
qui  / aborde  volontairement.  On  n  y  voit  que  les  m  - 
heureux  que  les  tempetes.y  ont  jetes,  &  °  y  ? 
efnerer  de  fociete  que  par  des  naufrages ;  encore  meme 
ceux  qui  venoient  en  ce  lieu,  n’ofoient  me  prendre  pour 
me  ramener  :  ils  craignoient  la  colere  des  Dieux  & c  1 
des  Grecs.  Depuis  dix  ans  je  fouftro.s  U  douleur^  to 
faim  ;  je  nourrilfois  une  plate  qui  me  devoro  ,  p 
ranee  meme  etoit  eteinte  dans  mon  cceur. 

Tout-a-coup  revenant  de  chercher  des  Plantes  “edl* 
cinales  pour  ma  plaie,  j’apper9us.  dans  mon  antre  un 

jeune  homme  beau  &  gracieux,  mats  fier  * d  “  tant  U 
de  heros.  11  me  fembla  que  je  voyois  Achille,  taut  U 

en  avoit  les  traits,  les  regards  &  la  demarch®. .  .  ? 

feul  me  fit  comprendre  que  ce  ne  pouvoit  etre  i  .  J 
remarquai  fur  fon  vifege  tout  enfemble  la  compaffion  & 
l’embarras,  il  fut  touche  de  voir  avec  quelle  peine 
qudle  lenteur  je  me  trainois.  Les  cris  pe^ns  &  dou¬ 
loureux  dont  je  fefois  retentir  les  echos  de  tom  le  wage, 

attOarranngeHlCuT  difois-je  d’affez  loin,  quel  malheur 
t’a  conduit° dans  cette  ile  inhabitee  ?  Je  reconnois  l  ha- 
1  Crec  cet  habit  qui  m’elt  encore  fi  cher.  O  .  qu  il 
me  tarde” d  entendre^ta  voix,  &  de  trouver  fur  tes  levres 

cette  langue  que  j’ai  apprife  des  l’enfance  &  que  je  ne 

TDuis  plus  parler  a  perfonne  depuis  fi  long-terns  dans  cette 
folitude.  PNe  fois  point  effraye  de  voir  un  homme  fi  ma  - 

heureux,  tu  dois  en  avoir  pitie.  .  .  • 

A  peine  Neoptoleme  m’eut  dit,  je  fuis  G  , J 
m’ecnai :  O  douce  parole  apres  tant  d  annees  de  filence 
&  de  douleur  fans  confolation  !  O  mon  fils  .  q  ^eur 
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feemed  pleafant  to  me,  had  I  not  been  borne  down  by 
my  pains,  and  inceffantly  ruminating  on  my  dire  mif- 
chance.  What  !  faid  1 5  entice  a  man  from  his  native 
country,  under  pretence  of  his  being  the  only  one  who 
could  avenge  Greece,  and  then  leave  him  in  this  defert 
ifland  while  he  was  afleep  !  For  I  was  afleep  when  the 
Greeks  departed.  Judge  how  great  was  my  furprife, 
and  how  many  tears  I  lhed,  when  I  awaked  and  faw 
their  veflels  ploughing  through  the  waves.  I  fearched 
every  corner  of  this  favage  and  frightful  ifland,  but  alas  ! 
I  found  in  it  nothing  but  forrow.  In  faft,-  there  is  nei¬ 
ther  harbour,  nor  trade,  nor  hofpitality,  nor  does  any 
man  willingly  land  there.  One  fees  but  wretches  who 
have  been  driven  upon  it  by  ftorms,  and  one  cannot 
hope  for  fociety  but  from  fhipwrecks  ;  and  even  thofe 
durlt  not  take  me  along  with  them  :  they  dreaded  the 
wrath  of  the  Gods  and  that  of  the  Greeks.  Here  for 
ten  long  years  did  I  fuffer  pain  and  hunger ;  here  I  fed 
my  devouring  wound ;  and  even  hope  itfelf  was  extin- 
guifhed  in  my  heart. 

Returning  one  day  from  feeking  fome  medicinal  herbs 
for  my  wound,  I  faw  in  my  cave  a  handfome  graceful 
youth,  but  of  an  haughty  air  and  heroick  ftature.  Me- 
thodght  I  beheld  Achilles  himfelf,  fo  much  had  he  of 
his  features,  looks  and  gait ;  his  age  only  convinced  me 
that  it  could  not  be  he.  I  obferved  both  pity  and  con- 
fufioi>  blended  together  in  his  face ;  he  was  moved  at 
feeing  with  what  pain  and  how  flowly  I  crawled  along  ; 
my  piercing  and  doleful  cries,  which  the  echoes  of  every 
Ihore  refounded,  melted  his  very  heart. 

O  ftranger !  faid  I,  while  I  was  yet  a  good  way  off, 
what  difafter  has  brought  you  to  this  uninhabited  ifland  ? 
J  know  the  Grecian  habit,  that  habit  which  is  hill  fo 
dear  to  me.  Oh  1  how  I  long  to  hear  thy  voice,  and  to 
find  on  thy  lips  the  language  which  I  learnt  in  my  in¬ 
fancy,  and  which  I  have  fpoke  to  no  body  for  fo  long  a 
time  in  this  folitude.  Be  not  ftartled  at  the  fight  of  fo 
wretched  a  creature  ;  you  ought  rather  to  pity  him. 

Neoptolemus  had  hardly  told  me  that  he  was  a  Greek, 
when  I  cried  out,  O  inchanting  words  after  fo  many 
years  of  filence  and  never-ceafing  pain  !  O  my  fon  l 

D  3  what 
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hour,  quelle  tempete,  ou  plutot  quel  vent  favorable  t’a 
conduit  ici  pour  finir  mes  maux  ?  II  me  ^repondit  :  Je 
fuis  de  Pile  de  Scyros,  j’y  retourne  ;  on  ait  que  je  iuis 
fils  d’Achille  ;  tu  fais  tout. 


De  paroles  fi  courtes  ne  contentoient  pas  ma  curiofite ; 
je  lui  dis,  O  fils  d’un  pere  que  j’ai  tant  aime  1  cher 
nOurrifTon  de  Lycomede,  comment  viens-'tu  done  ici. 
d’ou  viens--tu  ?  II  me  repondit,  qu’il  venoit  du  liege  ae 
Trove.  Tu  n’etois  pas,  lui  dis-je,  de  la- premiere  ex¬ 
pedition.  Et  toi,  me  dit-il,  en  etois-tu  ?  Alors  je  lui 
repondis  :  Tu  ne  connois,  je  le  vois  bien,  m  le  nom  de 
PhiloiStete,  ni  fes  malheurs.  Helas  1  m fortune  que  je 
fuis,  mes  perfecuteurs  m’inlultent  dans  ma  misere  .  ^la 
Grece  ignore  que  je  foufFre  ;  ma  douleur  augmente  ;  les 
Atrides  m’ont  mis  en  cet  etat ;  que  les  Dioux  ie  leur 


rendent  ! 

Enfuite  je  lui  racontai  de  quelle  maniere  les  Grecs 
m’avoient  abandonne.  Aufiitot  qu’il  eut  ecoute  mes 
plaintes,  il  fit  les  fiennes  :  Apres  la  mort  d’Achille,  me 
dit-il — (D’abord  je  Pinterrompis,  en  lui  aifant :  Quoi  . 
Achille  ell  mort  ?  Pardonne-moi,  mon  fils,  fi  je  trouble 
ton  recit  par  les  larmes  que  je  dois  a  ton  pere.)  Nec- 
ntoleme  me  repondit :  Vous  me  confolez  en  m  mtenom- 
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pant  ;  qu’il  m’eil  doux  de  voir  Philodlete  pleuier  mon 


Neoptoleme  reprenar.t  Con  diicours,  me  dit  :  Apres 
la  mort  d’Achille,  Ulyffe  &  Phenix  me  vinrent  cher- 
cher,  alfiirant  qu’on  ne  pouvoit  Ians  moi  renverfer  la 
ville  de  Trove.  11s  n’eurent  aucune  peine  a  m  emme- 
ner  ;  car  la  douleur  de  la  mort  d’Achille,  Sc  le  defii 
d’h'eriter  de  fa  gloire  dans  cette  celebre  guerre,  m’en- 
gagebient  affeza  les  fuivre.  J’arrive  au  liege,  Parmee 
s’aflemble  autour  de  moi  ;  chacun  jure  qu’il  revolt  A- 
chille  :  mais,  helas  1  il  n’etoit  plus.  Jcune  &  fans  ex¬ 
perience,  je  croyois  pouvoir  tout  efperer -de  ciux  qui  me 
donnoient  tant  de  louanges.  D’abord  je  demande  aux 
Atrides  les  armes  de  mon  pere  ;  ils  me  repondent  cruel- 
lement  :  Tu  auras  le  reft*  de  ce.  qui  lui  appartenoit ; 
mais  pour  ies  armes  elles  font  aeiiinees  a  UlylL. 


Aufiitot 


Book  XV.  TELEMAC  HU  S.  40 

what  misfortune,  what  ftorms,  or  rather  what  propi¬ 
tious  winds  have  brought  you  hither  to  end  my  woes  ! 
He  replied,  i  am  of  the  illand  of  Seyros  ;  I  am  return¬ 
ing  thither,  and  am  faid  to  be  the  fon  of  Achilles  :  You 
know  the  whole. 

So  fhort  an  anfwer  not  fati, spying  my  curiofity,  I  faid, 
O  fon  of  a  father  whom  I  greatly  loved,  thou  darling  or 
thy  grandfire  Lycomedes,  what  brings  you  hither  ? 
whence  come  you  ?  He  replied,  that  he  came  from  the 
liege  of  Troy.  You  were  not,  faid  I,  in  the  fir  ft  expe¬ 
dition.  Why,  faid  he,  were  you  ?  I  plainly  fee,  an-- 
fwered  1,  that  you  are  a  ftranger  to  Philofletes’s  name 
and  misfortunes.  Alas  !  wretch  that  I  am,  my  perfe- 
cutors  inful t  me  in  my  miferies  !  Greece  is  ignorant  of 
my  fufferings  ;  my  forrows  increafe ;  the  Atridse  have 
brought  me  to  this  ;  may  the  Gods  requite  them  for 
it  1 

I  then  told  him  how  the  Greeks  had  deferted  me.  As 
foon  as  he  heard  my  complaints,  he  made  his.  After 
the  death  of  Achilles,  faid  he  — -  I  immediately  inter¬ 
rupted  him,  faying.  How  !  Achilles  dead  !  O  my  fon  ! 
excufe  my  breaking  in  upon  your  narration  by  the  tears 
I  owe  your  father.  You  comfort  me,  replied  Necpto- 
lemus,  by  your  interruption.  How  delightful  it  is  to 
me  to  fee  Philodletes  bewail  my  father  l 

Neoptolemus  reluming  his  difcourfe,  faid.  After  the 
death  of  Achilles,  Ulyffes  and  Phoenix  came  to  me,  af- 
furing  me  that  they  could  not  fubvert  the  city  of  Troy 
without  me.  They  had  no  difficulty  to  perfuade  me  to 
go  with  them  ;  for  my  grief  for  the  death  of  Achilles, 
and  my  defire  of  inheriting  his  glory  in  that  famous 
war,  were  fufficient  motives  to  induce  me  to  do  it.  I 
arrive  at  the  fiege,  the  army  gathers  around  me,  and 
every  one  fwears  that  he  beholds  Achilles  again  ;  but 
he,  alas!  was  no  more.  Young  and  unexperienced,  I 
thought  I  might  expedl  every  thing  from  perfons  that 
bellowed  fuch  praifes  upon  me.  I  immediately  alk  the 
Atridse  for  my  father’s  armour  ;  they  cruelly  reply,  you 
ihall  have  every  thing  elfe  that  belonged  to  him  ;  but  as 
for  his  armour  it  is  defigned  for  Ulyftes. 

D  4  Upon 
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Auffitot  je  me  trouble,  je  pleure,  je  m’emporte  : 
mais  Ulyfle,  fans  s’emouvoir,  me  difoit  :  Jeune  homme, 
tu  n’etois  pas  avec  nous  dans  les  perils  de  ce  long  iege  , 
tu  n’as  pas  merite  de  telles  armes.  Sc  tu  paries  dej a  trop 
fierement  ;  jamais  tu  ne  les  auras.  Depouille  lnjuite- 
ment  par  Ulyffe,  je  m’en  retourne  dans  1’ile  ae  Scyros, 
meins  indigne  contre  Ulyffe  que  contre  les  Atrides. 
Que  quiconque  eft  leur  ennemi,.  puifte  etre  1  ami  des 
Dieux  !  O  Philoflete  !  j’ai  tout  dit. 

Alors  je  deinandai  aNeoptoleme  comment  Ajax  I  ela- 
monien  n’avcit  pas  empeche  cette  injuftice.  II  eft  mort, 
me  repondit-il.  II  eft  mort,  m’ecriai-je  .  Sc  Uly  e  ne 
nieurt  pas  ;  au  contraire  il  fleurit  dans.l’armee  .  Enluitu 
je  lui  demandai  des  nouvelles  d’Antiloque  fils  du  iage 
Neftor,  Sc  de  Patrocle  ft  cheri  par  Achille.  Ils  lent 
morts  auffi,  me  dit-il.  Auffitot  je  m’ecriai  encore  :  Quoi 
morts  !  Helas  1  que  me  dis-tu  ?  Ainfi  la  cruelle  guerre 
moiffonne  les  bons,  &  epargne  les  mediants  1  JJlyiie  eit 
done  en  vie  ;  Terfite  l’eft  auffi  fans  doute  ?  Voila  ce  que 
font  les  Dieux  ;  Sc  nous  les  louerions  encore  . 

Pendant  que  j’etois  dans  cette  fureur  contre  votre  pere, 
Neoptoleme  continuoit  a  me  tromper.  II  ajouta.  ces 
triftes  paroles  :  Loin  de  l’armee  Greque,  ou  le  ma  pre- 
vaut  fur  le  bien,  je  vais  vivre  content  dans  la  fauvage 
ile  de  Scyros.  Adieu,  je  pars  ;  que  les  Dieux  veus 

gueriffent !  , 

Auffitot  je  lui  dis  :  O  mon  fils,  je  te  conjure  par  les 

manes  de  ton  pere,  par  ta  mere,  par  tout  ce  que  tu  as 
de  plus  crier  fur  la  terre,  de  ne  me  pas  lamer  feul  dans 
les  maux  que  tu  vois.  Je  n’ignore  pas  combien  je  te 
ferai  a  charge,  mais  il  y  auroit  de  la  home  a  m  aban- 
donner  :  jete-moi  a  la  prone,  a  la  poupe,  dans  la  len- 
tine  meme,  par  tout  cu  je  t’incommoderai  le  moms.  Il 
n’y  a  que  les  grands  cceurs  qui  fachent  combien  il  y  a 
de  o-loire  a  etre  bon  :  ne  me  lailTe  point  en  un  defert  ou 
il  n’y  a  aucun  veftige  d’homme  ;  mene-moi  dans  ta  pa- 
trie  ou  dans  l’Eubee,  qui  n’elt  pas  loin  du  mont  Oeta, 
de  Trachine,  Sc  des  bords  agreables  du  fleuve  Sperchius*. 
renvoye-moi  a  mon  pere.  Helas!  qne  je  crains  qu  il 
ne  foit  mort !  je  lui  avois  mande  de  m’envoyer  un  vail- 
feau  :  ou  il  eft  mort  ;  ou  bien  ceux  qui.  m’avoient  pronus 
de  lui  dire  ma  misere,  ne  Pont  pas  fait.-  J  ai  recoms  a 
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Upon  this  I  am  troubled,  I  weep,  I  rave:  But  UlylTes 
without  the  lead  emotion  faid,  Young  man,  you  have 
not  borne  your  part  with  us  in  the  perils  of  this  long 
liege  ;  you  have  not  merited  fuch  arms,  and  already  talk 
too  haughtily  ;  you  lhall  never  have  them.  Unjuftly 
robbed  by  UlylTes,  I  am  now  returning  to  the  ifle  of 
Scyros,  lefs  incenfed  againft  him  than  againft  the  Atridse. 
May  all  who  are  their  enemies,  be  beloved  of  the  Gods  l 
O  Philodletes  !  I  have  told  you  all. 

I  then  alked  Neoptolemus  why  Ajax  Telamon  did  not 
prevent  fuch  a  piece  of  injuftice.  He  is  dead,  anfwered 
he.  Dead  !  cried  I ;  and  UlylTes  not  dead  ;  he  on  the 
contrary  profpers  in  the  army  !  I  then  inquired  after 
Antilochus  the  Ton  of  the  wife  Neftor,  and  Patroclus  To 
dear  to  Achilles.  They  are  dead  alfo,  faid  he.  Here¬ 
upon  I  once  again  cried  out.  How  !  dead  1  What,  alas! 
do  you  tell  me  1  Thus  cruel  war  mows  down  the  good 
and  fpares  the  wicked.  UlyiTes  then  is  living  ;  and  lb, 
no  doubt,  is  Therfites  ?  Thefe  are  the  doings  of  the 
Gods,  and  yet  we  celebrate  their  praifes ! 

While  I  was  in  this  rage  againft  your  father,  Neopto¬ 
lemus  went  on  to  deceive  me,  adding  thefe  melancholy 
words.  Far  from  the  army  of  the  Greeks  where  evil 
prevails  over  good,  I  am  going  to  live  contented  in  the 
rude  illandof  Scyros.  Farewell,  I  go  ;  may  the  Gods 
heal  your  wound. 

I  inftantly  faid,  O  my  fon,  I  conjure  you  by  the 
manes  of  your  father,  by  your  mother,  by  all  that  is 
dearelt  to  you  in  the  world,  not  to  leave  me  alone  in 
this  miferable  condition.  I  am  not  ignorant  how  bur- 
denfoine  I  (hall  be  to  you,  but  it  would  be  dishonourable 
in  you  to  forfake  me  ;  throw  me  into  the  prow,  the 
fterii,  the  fink  itlelf,  or  wherever  I  may  incommode  you 
the  leaft.  None  but  great  fouls  know  how  much  glory 
there  is  in  being  good.  Leave  me  not  in  a  defert, 
where  there  is  no  human  footftep  ;  take  me  into  your 
own  country,  or  into  Euboea,  which  is  not  far  from 
mount  Oeta,  T rachiniunt>  and  the  pleafant  banks  of 
the  river  Sperchius  :  fend  me  back  to  my  father.  Alas! 
I  fear  he  is  dead  :  I  defired  him  to  fend  me  a  fhip  : 
either  he  is  dead,  or  thofe  who  promifed  to  tell  him  my 
diftrefs,  did  not  do  it.  O  my  fon,  I  fly  to  you  for  fuc- 


coiir. 
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'toi,  6  mon  fils  !  fouviens-toi  de  la  fragilite  des  cho.fes 
humaines.  Celui  qui  eft  dans  la  profperite,  doit  craiii- 
dre  d’en  abufer,  &  fecourir  les  malheureux. 

Voila  ce  que  l’exces  de  la  douleur  me  fefoit  dire  a 
Neoptoleme  ;  il  me  promit  de  m’emmener.  Alors  je 
in’ecriai  encore  :  O  heureux  jour  1  6  aimable  Neopto¬ 
leme,  digne  de  la  gloire'de  ton  pere  l  Chefs  compa- 
gnons  de  ce  voyage,  fouffrez  que  je  dife  adieu  a  cette 
trifle  demeure.  Voyez  ou  j’ai  vecu  ;  comprenez  ce  que 
j‘"ai  fouffert ;  nul  autre  n’eut  pu  le  fouffrir  :  mais  la  ne- 
cefiite  m’avoit  inftruit,  &  elle  apprend  aux  homines  ce 
qu’ils  ne  pourroient  jamais  favoir  autrement.  Ceux  qui 
n’ont  jamais  fouffert  ne  favent  rien  ;  ils  ne  connoinent  ni 
les  biens  ni  les  maux  ;  ils  ignorent  les  hommes  ;  ils  s  i- 
gnorent  eux-memes.  Apres  avoir  parle  ainfi,  je  pris 
mon  arc  &  mes  fleches. 

Neoptoleme  me  pria  de  fouffrir  qu’il  baisat  ces  armes 
fi  celebres  &  confacrees  par  l’invincible  Hercuie.  Je  lui 
repondis  :  Tu  peux  tout ;  c’eft  toi  mon  fils,  qui  me  rends 
aujourd’hui  la  lumiere,  ma  patrie,  mon  pere  accable  de 
vieilleffe,  mes  amis,  moi-meme  ;  tu  peux  toucher,  ces 
armes,  &  te  vanter  d’etre  feul  d’entre  les  Grecs  qui  ait 
merite  de  les  toucher.  Auffitot  Neoptoleme  entre  dans 
yaa  grotte  pour  admirer  mes  armes. 

Cependant  une  douleur  cruelle  me  faifit,  elle  me 
trouble,  je  ne  fais  plus  ce  que  je  fais  ;  je  demande  un 
glaive  tranchant  pour  couper  mon  pied,  je  m’ eerie  :  G 
mort  tant  defiree,  que  ne  viens-tu  ?  6  jeune  homme,, 
brule-moi  tout-a-Pheune  comme  je  brulai  le  ills  de  Ju¬ 
piter  1  6  terre  !  d  terre,  mpois  un  mourant  qui  ne  peut 
plus  fe  relever!  De  ce  tranfport  de  douleur,  je^tombe 
foudainement  felon  ma  coutume  dans  un  afioupiffement 
profond;  une  grande  fueur  comme^a  a  me  ioulager  ; 
un  fang  noir  &  corrumpu  coula  de  ma  plaie.  Pendant 
mon  fcmmeil  il  eut  ete  faerie  a  Neoptoleme  dremporter 
mes  armes  &  de  partir  ;  mais  il  etoit  fils  d’Achille,  be 

n’etoit  pas  ne  pouf  tromper.  .  .  . 

En  m’eveillant  je  reconnus  foil  embarras  :  il  fcu.piroit 
comme  un  homme  qui  ne  fait  pas  diffimuler  &  qui.  agit 
contre  fon  cceur.  Me  veux-tu  done  furprendre,  lui  dis- 
ie  ?  Qii’y  a-t-il  done  ?  11  faut,  me  reponditiE  que  vous 
J  w  are 
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cour.  Remember  the  inilability  of  all  human  things  : 
Who  is  in  profperity,  fhould  apprehend  the  abufmg  it, 
and  relieve  the  diilreffed. 

This  is  what  the  exc'efs  of  my  anguifh  prompted  me 
to  fay  to  Neoptolemus  ;  he  promifed  to  take  me  with 
him.  I  then  bur  it  into  exclamations  again.  O  happy 
day  !  O  lovely  Neoptolemus,  worthy  of  thy  father's 
glory.  Ye  dear  companions  of  this  voyage,  permit  me 
to  bid  this  difmal  maniion  adieu.  Lo  !  where  I  have 
lived  ;  imagine  what  I  have  differed.;  no  body  elfe  could 
have  borne  it :  But  neceffity  was  my  tutor,-  and  fhe  teach¬ 
es  men  what  they  would  never  otherwise  know:  They 
who  have  never  buffered,  ■  know  nothing  ;  they  know 
neither  good  nor  evil,  they  are  itrangers  to  mankind, 
they  are  Itrangers  to  themielves.  This  faid,  I  took  my 
bow  and  my  arrows. 

Neoptolemus  cleiired  me  to  let  him  kifs  thole  cele¬ 
brated  arms  which,  had  been  confecrated  by  the  invinci¬ 
ble  Hercules.  I  replied,  you  may  do  what  you  pleafe, 
I  can  deny  thee  nothing  ;  it  is  thou,  my  fon,  who  now 
reltoreit  me  the  light,  my  country,  my  aged  father,  my 
friends,  myfel'f ;  you  may  touch  thefe  arms,  and  boa'ir 
of  being  the  only  Greek  that  has  defer, ved  to  touch  them. 
Hereupon  Neoptolemus  enters  my  grotto  to  admire  my 
arms. 

Mean  while  I  am  feized  with  exquisite  pains  ;  I  rave  ; 
I  no  longer  know  what  I  do  ;  I  afe  for  a  fharp  fvvord  to 
cut  off  my  foot,  and  cry  out,  O  much  defired  death, 
why  corned  thou  not  ?  O  young  man,  burn  me  this  in- 
ftant  as  I  burnt  the  fon  of  Jupiter.  O  earth,  earth,  re¬ 
ceive  a  dying  wretch  that  can  rile  no  more  !  In  this 
agony  I  fell  fuddenly,  as  ufual,  into  a  found,  deep  ;  a 
copious  difeharge  of  fweat  began  to  relieve  me  ;  black 
eon upted  blood  iffued  from  my  wound.  During  my 
deep  it  had  been  eafy  for  Neoptolemus  to  have  taken 
my  arms  and  gone  away ;  but  he  was  the  fon  of  Achilles, 
and  was  not  born  to  deceive- 


When  I  awaked  I  perceived  his  confadcn  :  he  fighed 
like  one  who  knows  not  to  diffemble,  and  ads  contrary 
to  his  inclination.  Wilt  thou  deceive  me,  /aid  I  ? 
What’s- the  matter  ?  You  mud  go  with  me,  Hid  he,  to 

D  6  -  the 
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me  fuiviez  au  fiege  de  Troye.  je  repris  auflitot  :  Aft! 
qu’as-tu  dit,  raon  fils  ?  Rends-moi  cet  arc,  je  luis  train, 
ne  m’arrache  pas  la  vie.  Helas  !  il  ne  repond  rien  ,  i 
me  reo-arde  tranquilement,  rien  ne  le  touche.  O  n- 
vages  f  6  promontoires  de  cette  lie  !  6  betes  tarouches. ! 

6  rochers  efcarpes  1  c'eft  a  vous  que  je  me  plains  ;  Jtar 
je  n’ai  que  vous  a  qui  je  puifie  me  plaindre  :  vous  etes 
accoutumes  a  mes  gemifiemens.  Faut-il  que  je  lois 
trahi  par  le  fils  d’Achille  !  II  m’enleve  Parc  facre 
d’Hercule  ;  il  veut  me  trainer  dans  le  camp  des  Grecs 
pour  triompher  de  moi  t  il  ne  voit  pas  que  c  eft  triom- 
pher  d’un  mort,  d’uue  ombre,  d’une  image  vaine.  O  s  il 
m’eut  attaque  dans  ma  force  !  Mais  encore  a  prelent  ce 
n’eft  que  par  furprlfe  !  que  ferai-je  ?  Rends  mes  armes, 
mon  fils,  fois  femblable  a  ton  pere,  femblable  a  toi- 
meme.  Que  dis-tu  ?  Tu  ne  dis  rien  !  O  rocher  fau- 
vage  !  je  reviens  a  toi,  nu,  miferable,  abandonne,  fans 
nourriture  ;  je  mourrai  feul  dans  cet  antre  :  n’ ay ant  plus 
mon  arc  pour  tuer  les  betes,  les  betes  me  devoreront ; 
n’ imports.  Mais,  mon  fils,  tu  ne  paiois  pas  me¬ 
diant  ;  quelque  confeil  te  poufie  ;  rends-moi  mes  armes, 

va-t-en. 

Neoptoleme  les  larmes  aux  yeox  diloit  tout  bas  :  rlut 
aux  Dieux  que  je  ne  fufte  jamais  parti  de  Scyros  !  Ce- 
pendant  je  m’ eerie  :  Ah  !  que  vois-je  ?  N  eft-ce  pas 
Ulyfie?  Anffitot  j’en tends  fa  voix,  &  il  me  repond: 
Oui,  e’eft  moi.  Si  le  fombre  royaume  de  Pluton  le  fut 
entr’ouvert,  &  que  j’eufie  vu  le  noir  1  artare.  que  les 
Dieux  memes  craignent  d’entrevoir,  je  n’aurois  pas  ete 
faifi,  je  l’avoue,  d’une  plus  grande  horreur.  ^  Je  m’ecriai 
encore  :  O  terre  de  Lemnos,  je  te  prens.  a  temoin  !  O 
foleil,  tu  le  vois,  &  tu  le  fouffres  !  Ulyllb  me  repond  it 
fans  s’emouvoir  :  Jupiter  le  veut,  &  je  1  execute.  Oxes- 
tU)  fui  difois-je,  nommer  Jupiter?  Yois-tu  ce  jeune 
qui  n  etoit  point  ne  pour  la  fraude,  tc  qui  loullie 
en  executant  ce  que  tu  I’obliges  de  faire  ?  Ce  n  eft  pas 
pour  vous  tromper,  me  dit  Ulyfie,  ni  pour  vous  nuire 
cme  nous  venons  ;  e’eft  pour  vous  delivrer,.  vous  guerir, 
vous  donner  la  gloire  de  renverfer  Trove,  &  vous  rame- 
ner  dans  votre  patrie.  C’eft  vous,  &  non  pas  Ulyfie, 

qui  etea  Fennenu  de  Philo&eie. 

1  A\q% 
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the  dege  of  Troy.  I  inftantly  replied.  Ah  !  what  faid 
you,  my  fon  ?  give  me  back  the  bow  ;  I  am  betrayed  ; 
rob  me  not  of  my  life.  Alas  !  he  anfwers  not ;  he  looks 
calmly  upon  me  ;  nothing  moves  him.  O  ye  fhores  ! 
ye  promontories  of  this  ifland  !  ye  favage  beads  !  ye 
deepy  rocks  !  ’tis  to  you  I  make  my  complaints  ;  for  I 
have  but  you  to  whom  I  can  complain  :  my  groans  are 
familiar  to  you.  Mud  I  be  betrayed  by  the  fon  of 
Achilles  ?  He  robs  me  of  the  facred  bow  of  Hercules  ; 
he  would  drag  me  in  triumph  to  the  Grecian  camp  ;  not 
perceiving  that  this  were  triumphiug  over  a  corpfe,  a 
fhadow,  a  phantom.  Oh  !  had  he  attacked  me  in  my 
vigour  !  Nay,  even  now  he  does  it  unawares.  What 
fhall  I  do  ?  O  my  fon  !  reftore  my  arms  ;  be  like  thy 
father,  be  like  thyfelf.  What  fayed  thou  ?  Nothing  ! 
Thou  favage  rock,  to  thee  I  return  naked,  miferable, 
abandoned,  deditute  of  food.  In  this  den  fhall  I  die  all 
alone  ;  having  my  bow  no  longer  to  kill  the  wild  beads, 
they  will  devour  me  :  no  matter.  But,  my  fon,  you 
feem  not  a  bad  man  ;  ill  advice  prompts  you  to  this ;  re¬ 
turn  me  my  arms,  and  be  gone. 

Neoptolemus  with  tears  in  his  eyes  and  a  low  voice 
faid.  Would  to  the  Gods  that  I  had  never  departed  from 
Scyros  !  Mean  time  I  cry  out.  Ah  !  what  do  I  fee  ?  Is 
not  that  Ulydes  ?  I  indantly  hear  his  voice  ;  he  replies, 
yes,  it  is  Ulydes.  Had  Pluto’s  fable  realm  yawned, 
and  diown  me  difmal  Tartarus,  which  the  Gods  them- 
felves  dread  to  fee,  I  diould  not,  I  own,  have  been 
feized  with  greater  horror.  I  then  exclaimed  again, 
witnefs  thou  Lemnian  earth  !  and  thou,  O  fun  1  can’d 
thou  behold  and  differ  this  ?  Ulydes,  perfectly  calm,  re¬ 
plied,  Jupiter  commands,  and  I  obey.  Dared  thou 
name  Jupiter,  faid  I  ?  fee’d  thou  this  youth  who  was  not 
born  for  fraud,  and  hurts  himfelf  in  doing  what  you 
‘  force  him  to  do  ?  We  come  not,  faid  Ulydes,  to  injure 
or  deceive  you  ;  we  come  to  deliver  you,  to  cure  you, 
to  give  you  the  glory  of  fubverting  Troy,  and  to  carry 
you  back  to  your  own  country  ;  ’tis  you,  and  not  Ulyf- 
fes,  who  are  Philo&etes’s  enemy. 


In  the 
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Alors  je  dis  a  votre  pere  tout  ce  que  la  fureur  pouvoit 
m’infpirer  :  Puifque  tu  m’as  abandonne  fur  ce  rivage, 
lui  difois-je,  que  ne  m’y  lailTes-tu  en  paix  ?  Va  chercher 
la  gloire  des  combats  &  tous  les  plaiiirs  ;  jouis  te  ton 
bonheur  avec  les  Atrides  ;  laiffe-moi  ma  misere  &  ma 
douleur.  -  Pourquoi  m’enlever  ?  Je  ne  fuis  plus  rien,  Je 
fuis  deja  mort.  Pourquoi  ne  crois-tu  pas  encore  au- 
jourd’hui,  comme  tu  le  croyois  autrefois,  que  je  ne  fau- 
rois  partir ;  que  mes  cris.  Sc  l’infedlioh  de  ma  plaie 
troubleroient  les  facrifices  ?  O  Ulyffe,  auteur  de  mcs 

maux  !  que  les  Dieux  puiffent  te - » — -  Mais  les  Dieux 

ne  m’ecoutent  point,  au  contraire  ils  excitent  mon  en- 
nemi.  O  terre  de  ma  patrie,  que  je  ne  reverrai  jamais  ! 
O  Dieux  !  s’i.1  en  refte  encore  quelqu’un  d’affez  julte 
pour  avoir  pitie  de  moi,  puniffez,  puniffez  Ulyffe,  alors> 
je  me  croirai  gueri. 

Pendant  que  je  parlois  ainfi,  votre  pere  tranquille  me 
regardoit  avec  un  air  de  companion,  comme  un  homme- 
qui  loin  d’etre  fache,.  fupporte  &  excufe  le  trouble  d’un 
malheureux  que  la  fortune  a  aigri..  Je  le  voyois  fern- 
blable  a  un  rocher  qui  fur  le  fommet  d’une  montagne  fe 
joue  de  la  fureur  des  vents,  &  laiffe  epuifer  leur  rage 
pendant  qu’il  demeure  immobile.  Ainfi  votre  pere  de- 
meurant  dans  le-  filence  attendoit  que  ma  colere  fut 
epuifee  ;  car  il  favoifqu’il  ne  faut  attaquer  les  paffions 
des  hommes  pour  les  reduire  a  la  raifon,  que  quand  elles 
commencent  a  s’affoibiir  par  une  efpece  de  laffitude. 
Enfuite  il  me  dit  ces  paroles  :  O  Philodtete  !  qu’avez- 
vous  fait  de  votre  radon  &  de  votre  courage  ?  Voici  le 
moment  de  s-’en  fervir.  Si  vous  refufez  de  nous  fuivre 
pour  remplir  les  grands  deffeins  de  Jupiter  fur  vous,. 
adieu  ;  vous  etes  indigne  d’etre  le  liberateur  de  la  Grece, 
Sc  le  dellrudteur  de  Troye.  Demeurez  a  Lemnos  ;  ces- 
armes  que  j’emporte,  me  donneront  une  gloire  qui  vous 
etoit  deltinee.  Neoptoleme,  partons  ;  il  efl:  inutile  de 
lui  parler  ;  la  companion  pour  un  feul  homme  ne  doit  pas 
nous  faire  abandojmer  le  lalut  de  la  Grece  entiere. 

Alors  je  me  fentis  comme  une  lionne  a  qui  on  vient 
d’arracher  fes  petits,  elle  remplit  les  forets  de  fes  rugif- 
femens.  O  caverne  !  difois  je,  jamais  je  ne  te  quitterai, 
tu  feras  mon  tombeau  !  O  fejour  de  ma  douleur  !  plusde 
nourriture,  plus  de  efperance  !  Qui  me  donnera  un  glaive 

pour 
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I  then  faid  to  your  father  every  thing  which  rage 
could  dictate.  Since  thou  deferted’ft  me>  on  this  Aiore, 
laid  X,  why  do  you  not  leave  me  here  in  peace  ;  go, 
feek  renown  in  battle  and  every  kind  of  pleaiure  ;  lhare 
your  happinefs  with  the  Atridce,  and  leave  me  my  mife- 
ry  and  pain.  And  why  would  you  force  me  away  ?  I 
am  nothing  now,  I  am  already  dead.  Why  do  you  not 
think  at  pnelent,  as  you  did  heretofore,  that  I  am  not 
able  to  go  ;  that  my  wailings  and  the  flench  of  my 
wound  would  interrupt  the  facrifices  ?  O  Uly flies,  author 
of  my  woes-,  may  the  Gods- — —but  the.  Gods  hear  me 
not  ;  nay,  they  Air  up  my  enemy  againft  me.  O  my 
native  country  !  never  fliall  I  fee  thee  more  !  Pimifh, 
ye  Gods  !  if  there  be  one  jqft  enough  to  pity  me,  punilk 
Ulyfles,  and  I  fhall  think  myfelf  cured. 

While  I  was  fpeaking  thus,  your  father,  quite  com- 
pofed,  beheld  me  with  an  air  of  compaffion,  like  a  man. 
who  inftead  of  being  provoked  at,  bears  with  and  ex- 
cufes  the  diftra&ion  of  a  wretch  foured  by  misfortunes. 
Like  a  rock  on  the  top  of  a  mountain  which  derides  the 
fury  of  the  winds,  and  lets  them  wafte  their  rage  while 
it  remains  immoveable  ;  your  father  lilently  w'aited  till 
my  anger  had  fpent  itfelf.  For  he  knew  that  the  way  to* 
reduce  mens  paffions  to  reafon  is  not  to  attack  them  till 
they  begin  to  grow  languid  through  a  kind  of  wearinefs. 
He  afterwards  addreffed  me  thus.  O  Philo&etes  !  what 
have  you  done  with  your  reafon  and  your  courage  ?  This 
is  the  time  to  ufe  them.  If  you  refufe  to  go  with  us  in 
order  to  fulfill  the  glorious  defigns  of  Jupiter  with  re¬ 
gard  to  you,  farewell  ;  you  are  unworthy  of  being  the 
deliverer  of  Greece  and  the  fubverter  of  Troy.  Remain 
at  Lemnos  ;  thefe  arms  I  bear  away  fliall  give  me  the 
glory  which  was  deftined  to  you.  Let  us  be  gone,  Neop- 
toiemus  ;  it  is  in  vain  to  talk  to  him  ;  pity  for  a  Angle 
perfon  ought  not  to  make  us  negled  the  common  fafety 
of  Greece. 

Upon  this  I  was  like  a  lionefs  robbed  of  ner  young, 
that  fills  the  woods  with  her  roarings.  Thou  cave,  faid 
I,  I’ll  ne’er  forfake  .thee,  thou  fhalt  be  my  grave  !  O 
manfion  of  my  woes  1  Nothing  now  to  fubfift  on,  no  re¬ 
mains  of  hope  1  O  lend  me  a  fword  to  flay  myfelf !  O 

that 
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pour  me  percer  ?  OTi  les  oifeaux  de  proie  pouvoient  m’- 
enlever  !  Je  ne  les  percerai  plus  de  mes  fleches.  O  arc 
precieux  !  arc  confacre  par  les  mains  du  fils  de  Jupiter  ! 
O  cher  Hercule,  s’il  te  refte  encore  quelque  fentiment, 
n’es-tu  pas  indigne  ?  cet  arc  n’eft  plus  dans  les  mains  de 
ton  fidele  ami,  il  eft  dans  les  mains  impures  &  trom- 
peufes  d’Ulyfle.  Oifeaux  de  proiel  betes  farouches  ! 
ne  fuyez  plus  cette  caverne,  mes  mains  n’ont  plus  de 
fleches.  Miferable !  je  ne  puis  vous  nuire,  venez  me 
devorer,  ou  plutot  que  la  foudre  de  Pimpitoyable  Jupi¬ 
ter  m’ecrafe  ! 

Votre  pere  ayant  tente  tous  les  autres  moyens  pour 
me  perfuader,  jugea  enfin  que  le  meilleur^  etoit  de  me 
rendre  mes  armes  ;  il  fit  figne  a  Neoptoleme,  qui  me 
les  rendit  auflitot.  Alors  je  lui  dis  :  digne  fils  d’AchiHe, 
tu  montres  que  tu  l’es  j  mais  laifle-moi  percer  moil  en- 
nemi.  J’allois  tirer  une  fieche  centre  votre  pere  :  mais 
Neoptoleme  m’arreta,  en  me  difant :  La  colere  vous 
trouble,  &  vous  empeche  de  voir  1 ’indigne  action  que 
vous  voulez  faire. 

Pour  Ulyfte,  il  paroiflbit  aufii  tranquile  contre  mes 
fleches  que  contre  mes  injures.  Je  me  fentis  touche  de 
cette  intrepidite  &  de  cette  patience.  J,e^s  honte  d  a- 
voir  voulu  dans  ce  premier  tranfport  me  fervir  de  mes 
armes  pour  tuer  celui  qui  me  les  avoit  fait  rendre  ;  mais 
comme  mon  reflentiment  n’etoit  pas  encore  appaile, 
j’etols  inconfolable  de  devoir  mes  armes  a  un  homme  que 
je  ha'ifTois  tant.  Cependant  Neoptoleme  me  difo-it :  Sa- 
chez  que  le  devin  Helenas,  fils  de  Priam,  etant  forti  de  la 
ville  de  Troye  par  l’ordre  &  par  l’infpiration  des  Dieux, 
nous  a  de  voile  l’avenir.  La  malheureufe  Troye  tom- 
bera,  a-t-il  dit  ;  mais  elle  ne  peut  tomber  qu’apres 
qu’elle  aura  ete  attaquee  par  celui  qui  tient  les  fleches 
d’Hercule.  Cet  homme  ne  peut  guerir  que  quand  il  fera 
devant  le  murailles  de  Troye  ;  les  enfans  d’Elculape  le 

gueriront.  _  r  ,  . 

En  ce  moment  je  fentis  mon  cceur  partage  ;  j’etois 
touche  de  la  naivete  de  Neoptoleme,  &  de  la  bonne  foi 
avec  Iaquelle  il  m’avoit  rendu  mon  arc  :  mais  je  ne  pou- 
vois  me  refoudre  a  voir  encore  le  jour  s’il  falloit  ceder  a 

Ulyfle,  &  une  martvaife  honte  me  tenoit  en  fufpens.  Me 

verra- 
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that  the  birds  of  prey  were  able  to  bear  me  hence  !  I 
fhall  no  longer  fhoot  them  with  my  arrows.  C  precious 
bow,  confecrated  by  the  hands  of  the  fon  of  Jupiter  . 
Dear  Hercules  !  if  thou  hill  retaineft  the  leaft  compaD 
lion,  art  thou  not  filled  with  indignation  ?  Thy  bow  is 
no  longer  in  the  hands  of  thy  faithful  friend  ;  it  is  in 
the  impure  the  fraudful  hands  of  UlylTes.  \  e  oiras  Oi 
prey,  ye  favage  brutes,  no  longer  fly  this  cave,  rny 
hands  are  no  longer  armed  with  arrows  j  I,  wretch  that 
I  am,  can  do  you  no  harm,  come,  devour  me  ;  or  ratfwi 
may  mercilefs  Jupiter’s  thunder  firike  me  dead  ! 

Your  father  having  tried  all  other  means  of  perfuadmg 
me,  at  laffc  thought  that  it  would  be  beft  to  return  me  my 
arms.  He  accordingly  made  a  fign  to  Neoptolemus,  who 
immediately  reftored  them.  Hereupon  I  laid,  O  worthy 
fon  of  Achilles,  you  prove  yourlelf  to  be  io  ;  but  fuller 
me  to  difpatch  my  enemy.  I  was  going  to  Ihoot  an^  ar¬ 
row  at  your  father,  but  Neoptolemus  with-held  me,  lay¬ 
ing,  Refentment  diflurbs  your  reafon,  and  hinders  you 
from  feeing  the  baleneis  of  the  action  you  aie  going  to 
commit. 

As  for  Ulyfles,  he  feemed  as  unconcerned  at  rny  ar¬ 
rows  as  my  reproaches.  I  was  llruck  with  his  intrepi¬ 
dity  and  patience,  and  afhamed  of  having  endeavoured 
in  the  firft  tranfports  of  my  rage  to  make  ule  of  my  arms 
to  kill  him  who  had  cauled  them  to  be  reftored  to  me  ; 
but  as  my  refentment  was  not  yet  appeafed,  I  could  not 
bear  to  be  obliged  for  them  to  one  I  fo  greatly  hated. 
Neoptolemus  in  the  mean  while  faid.  Know  that  the  di¬ 
vine  Helenus,  the  fon  of  Priam,  coming  out  of  the  city  of 
Troy  by  the  command  and  infpiration  of  the  Gods,  un- 
Veiled  futurity  to  us.  Ill-fated  Troy  lhall  fall,  laid  he  ; 
but  it  cannot  fall  till  it  is  attacked  by  him  whohasHer- 
’  cules’s  arrows  :  neither  can  that  man  be  cured  till  e 
comes  before  the  walls  of  Troy,  where  the  fons  of  iEfctt- 
lapius  will  cure  him. 

I  now  felt  a  conflift  in  my  bofom  ;  being  affe&ed  with 
Neoptolejnus’s  franknefs  and  jultice  in  relloring  me  m> 
bow,  but  unable  to  prevail  with  myfelf  to  live  if  I  mui 
fubmit  to  go  with  Ulyfles  :  a  faulty  lhame  he)d  me  m 

fufpenfe.  Shall  I  be  feen,  faid  I  to  myfelf,  in  the  com- 

r  pany 
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verra-t-on,  difois-je  en  moi-meme,  avec  Ulyfie  &  avec 
les  Atrides  ?  Que  croira-t-on  de  moi ! 

Pendant  que  j’etois  dans  cette  incertitude,  tout-a-coup 
j’entends  une  voix  plus  qu’humaine  ;  jevois  Hercule  dans 
un  nuage  eclatant,  il  etoit  environne  de  rayons  de  gloire. 
Je  reconnus  facilement  fes  traits  un  peu  rudes,  fon  corps 
robufte,  &  fes  manieres  fimples  ;  mais  il  avoit  une  hau¬ 
teur  &  une  majefte  qui  n’avoient  jamais  paru  h  grandes 
en  lui  quand  il  domptoit  les  monltres.  Il  me  dit : 

Tu  entens,  tu  vois  Hercule.  J’ai  quitte  le  haut  O- 
lympe  pour  t’annoncer  les  ordres  de  Jupiter.  Tu  fais 
par  quels  travaux  j’ai  acquis  l’immortalite  :  Il  faut  que 
tu  allies  avec  le  fils  d’Achille,  pour  marcher  fur  mes 
traces  dans  le  chemin  de  la  gloire.  Tu  gueriras  ;  tu 
perceras  de  mes  fleches  Paris  auteur  de  tant  de  maux. 
Apres  la  prife  de  Troye,  tu  enverras  de  riches  depouilles 
a  Pecan  ton  pere  fur  le  mont  Oeta  ;  ces  depouilles  feromt 
mifes  fur  mon  tombeau  ccmme  un  monument  de  la  vic- 
toire  due  a  mes  fieches.  Et  toi,  6  fils  d’ Achilla  !  je  te 
declare  que  tu  ne  peux  vaincre  fans  Philodiete,  ni  Phi- 
lodlete  fans  toi.  Allez  done  comme  deux  lions  qui  cher- 
chent  enfemble  leur  proie.  J’enverrai  Efculape  a  Troye 
pour  guerir  Philodlete.  Sur-tout,  6  Grecs  1  aimez  &c 
obfervez  la  religion ;  le  refte  meurt,  elle  ne  meurt  ja¬ 
mais. 

Apres  avoir  entendu  ces  paroles,  je  m’ecriai :  O  heu- 
reux  jour  !  douce  lumiere,  tu  te  montres  enfin  apres  tant 
d’annees.  Je  t’obeis,  je  pars  apres  avoir  falue  ces  lieux. 
Adieu,  cher  antre.  Adieu,  nymphe  de  ces  pres  humi- 
des  :  je  n’entendrai  plus  le  bruit  feurd  des  vagues  de 
,  cette  mer.  Adieu,  rivage,  ou  tant  de  fois  j’ai  foufrert 
Jes  injures  de  Pair.  Adieu,  promontoires,  ou  echo  re- 
peta  tant  de  fois  mes  gemiffemens.  Adieu,  douces  fon- 
taines,  qui  me  futes  fi  ameres.  Adieu,  6  terre  de  Lem¬ 
nos  !  laifie-moi  partir  heureufement,  puifque  je  vais  ou 
m’appele  la  volonte  des  Dieux  &  mes  amis. 


Ainfi  nous  partimes,  nous  arrivames  au  fiege  de  Troye. 
Machaon  &  Podalire  par  la  divine  Icience  de  leur  pere 
Efculape  me  guerirent,  ou  du  moins  me  mirent  dans  P- 
etat  ou  ,vous  me  voyez.  Je  ne  fouffre  plus  ;  j’ai  re- 
trouve  toute  ma  vigueur :  mais  je  fuis  un  peu  boiteux. 

Je 
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pany  of  Ulyffes  and  the  Atrida:  ?  What  will  the  world 
think  of  me  l 

While  I  was  in  this  uncertainty,  I  all  of  a  fudden  hear 
a  voice  more  than  human,  and  iee  Hercules  in  a  bright 
cloud  encircled  with  rays  of  glory.  I  eafily  recolle&ed 
his  manly  features,  his  robud  body,  and  plain  manner  ; 
but  he  had  a  loftinefs  and  majefty  which  were  never  fo 
confpicuous  in  him  while  he  was  fubduing  of  moniters. 
He  befpoke  me  thus  : 

You  hear,  you  fee  Hercules.  I  have  lei t  lofty  Olym¬ 
pus  to  tell  you  the  commands  of  Jupiter,  h  cu  know  by 
what  labours  I  obtained  immortality.  You  mult  go 
with  the  fon  of  Achilles  to  tread  in  my  deps  in  the  paths 
of  glory.  You  fhall  be  cured,  and  fhall  kill  Paris,  the 
author  of  fo  many  woes,  with  my  arrows.  After  the 
taking  of  Troy,  fend  rich  fpoils  to  your  father  Paean  on 
mount  Oeta,  and  let  them  be  placed  on  my  grave  as 
a  monument  of  the  victory  owing  to  my  arrows.  And 
you,  fon  of  Achilles,  I  tell  you  that  you  cannot  be 
vi&orious  without  Phileaetes,  nor  _ Philoftetes  without 
you.  Go  therefore  like  two  lions  in  quell  of  prey  to¬ 
gether.  I  will  fend  kEfculapius  to  Troy  to  cure  Philoc- 
tetes.  Above  all,  ye  Greeks,  love  and  praaife  religion  ; 
every  thing  elle  dies,  but  that  lives  for  ever. 

Having  heard  thefe  words,  I  cried  out,  O  happy  day  ! 
O  pleahng  light  1  that  after  fo  many  years  doll  manifeft 
thyfelf  at  laft  !  I  obey  thee.  I’ll  depart  the  moment  I 
have  bid  thefe  fcenes  adieu.  Farewell,  dear  cave  1 
Thou  nymph  of  thefe  humid  meads,  farewell  ;  I  no  more 
fliall  hear  thefe  murmuring  billows.  Farewell,  thou 
Ihore,  where  the  bleak  winds  fo  oft  have  pierced  me. 
Farewell,  ye  promontories,  where  echo  fo  often  repeated 
my  groans,  farewell,  ye  fweet  fprings,  that  were  fo 
bitter  to  me.  Farewell,  thou  Lemnian  land  ;  let  my 
departure  be  happy  fince  lam  going  whither  the  will  of 
the  Gods  and  my  friends  calls  me. 

We  then  departed,  and  arrived  at  the  fiege  of  Troy. 
Machaon  and  Podalirius  by  the  divine  fcience  of  their 
father  Ahculapius  cured  me,  or  at  lead  put  me  in  the  con¬ 
dition  wherein  you  now  lee  me.  1  have  no  pain  ;  1  have 

recovered  all  my  drength,  but  am  a  little Jart\e.  I  killed 

Paris 
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Je  fis  tomber  Paris  comme  un  timide  faon  de  bich#, 
qu’un  chafleur  perce  de  fes  traits.  Bientot  Ilion  fat  re- 
duit  en  cendre  ;  vous  favez  le  relte.  J  avois  neanmoins 
encore  je  ne  fais  quelle  averfion  pour  le  fage  Ulyfie,  par 
le  fourenir  de  mes  maux,  &  fa  vertu  ne  pouvoit  appai- 
fer  ce  refientiment ;  mais  la  vue  d’un  fils  qui  lui  reilem- 
ble,  &  que  je  ne  puis  m’empecher  d’aimer,  m’attendrk 
le  cceur  pour  le  pere  meme.  - 
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Paris,  as  the  huntfman  ihoots  a  timorous  fawn  with  his 
arrows.  Ilion  was  foon  reduced  to  allies ;  you  know  the 
reft.  The  remembrance  however  of  my  fufferings  made 
me  retain  fome  averfion  to  Ulyftes,  and  his  virtue  could 
not  appeafe  my  refentment ;  but  the  fight  of  a  fon  that 
refembles  him,  and  whom  I  cannot  forbear  loving,  be¬ 
gets  a  tendernefs  in  my  heart  for  the  father  himfelf. 


END  OF  THE  FIFTEENTH  BOOKj 
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felemaque  entre  en  differ  end  avcc  P  hat ante  four  des  pri/on - 
men  quilsfe  difputent  :  il  combat  if  vainc  Hippias,  qui 
meprifant  Ja  jeuneffe ,  prend  de  hauteur  ces  prifonniers 
pcur  [on  frere  Phalante  :  mats  etant  peu  content  de  fa 
vi&oire,  il  gemiUen  fecret  de  fa  temerite  &  de  fa  faute, 
cu’il  '< voudroit  reparer.  Au  mane  terns  Adrafte  roi  des 
Dauniens  etant  informe  que  les  rois  allies  ne  Jon  gent  qid  a 
pacifier  le  differend  de  ‘7 elemaque  A  d  Hippias,  <va  les 
.  e.ttaquer  a  P  improvise.  Aprts  avoir  fur pr  is  cent  de  lews 
cvaffeaux  pour  tranfporter  fes  troupes  dans  leur  camp ,  il 
y  met  d'abord  le  feu,  commence  Vat  tuque  par  le  quartier 
f.e  Phalante,  tue  fen  frere  Hippias,  A  Phalante  lui-meme 
ef  tout  perce  de  Jes  coups . 


END  ANT  que  Philottete  avoit  raconte  ainfi  fes 
I  aventures,  Telemaque  etoit  demeure  comme  fuf- 
uendu  &  immobile.  Ses  yeux  etoient  attaches  fur  ce 
erandJiomme  qui  parloit.  Toutes  les  paeons  differentes 
;;ui  avoient  agite  Hercule,  Philoaete,  Ulyffe,  Neopto- 
Ume,  paroiffoient  tour  a  tour  lur  le  vifage  naif  de  Tele¬ 
maque,  a  mefure  qu’elles  etoient  reprefentees.  Dans  U 
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The  ARGUMENT. 

I Telemachus  quarrels  with  Phalantus  about  fame  prifoners 
whom  they  both  claim  ;  he  fights  with  and  overcomes  Hip  - 
pi  as,  who  \ 'defpifng  his  youth , -had  forcibly  carried  away 
thofe  prifoners  for  his  brother  Phalantus.  But  Telemachus , 
little  falisfied  with  his  victory,  privately  laments  his  raf- 
nefs  and  error,  which  he  vjould  be  glad  to  repair.  At  the 
fame  time  A  Graf  us ,  king  of  the  D  aunia'/is ,  being  informed 
that  the  confederate  kings  were  folely  intent  on  making  up 
the  breach  between  Telemachus  and  Hippias ,  goes  and  at¬ 
tacks  them  unawares,  Having  furprifed  an  hundred  of 
their  Jhips  to  tranfport  his  troops  to  their  camp,  he  imme¬ 
diately  fets  it  on  fire,  begins  the  attack  on  Phalantus'1  s 
quarters,  kills  his  brother  Hippias ,  and  very  much  wounds 
Phalantus  himfelf. 

WHILE  Philoftetes  was  thus  relating  his  adven¬ 
tures,  Telemachus  remained  as  it  were  fufpended 
and  motionlefs,  and  fixed  his  eyes  on  the  great  man  that 
was  (peaking.  All  the  different  paffions  which  had  agi¬ 
tated  Hercules,  Philoftetes,  Ulyffes  and  Neoptolemus, 
were  feen  as  they  were  reprefented  in  their  turns  on  the 
artlefs  countenance  of  Telemachus.  Turing  the  courfe 

of 
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fuite  de  cette  narration,  quelquefois  il  s’ecrioit  &  >n* 
terrompoit  Philoftete',  fans  y  penfer  :  quelquefois  il  pa- 
roilToit  reveur  comme  un  homme  qui  penie  profonde- 
roent  a  la  fuite  des  affaires.  Quand  Philoftete  depeignoit 
l’embarras  de  Neoptoleme,  qui  ne  favoit  point  diffimuler, 
Telemaque  paroilfoit  dans  le  merae  embarras  ;  &  dans 
ce  moment  on  l’auroit  pris  pour  Neoptoleme. 

Cependant  l’armee  des  allies  marchoit :  cn  bon  ordre 
contre  Adrafte  roi  des  Dauniens,  qui  mepnfoit  les  Dieux, 

&  qui  ne  cherchoit  qu’a  tromper  les  homines.  1  eie- 
maque  trouva  de  grandes  difficulties  pour  fe  menager 
parmi  tant  de  rois  jaloux  les  uns  des  autres.  11  fall° 
ne  fe  rendre  fufpedt  a  aucun,  &  fe  faire  aimer  de  tons. 
Son  nature  1  etoit  bon  &  fmcere,  mars  pe u  careffant ;  U 
ne  s’avifoit  guere  de  ce  qui  pouvoit  faire  plaifir  aux  au¬ 
tres  *  il  n’ etoit  point  attache  aux  richelfes,  mais  il  ne 
favoit  point  donner.  Ainfi  avec  un  caur  noble  &  porte 
au  bien,  il  ne  paroilfoit,  ni  obligeant,  m  fenfible  a  1  a- 
mitie,  ni  liberal,  ni  reconnoiflant  des  foins  qu  on  pr  - 
noit  pour  lui,  ni  attentif  a  diftinguer  le  merite  II  fui- 
voit  ion  gout  fans  reflexion  ;  fa  mere  Penelope  1  a\  oit 
nourri  malgre  Mentor  dans  une  hauteur  &  dans  une 
fierTqui  tfrniffoient  tout  ce  qu’il  y  ayoit  de  plus  ai- 
mable  en  lui.  Il  fe  regardoit  comme  etant  d  une  autre 
nature  que  le  refte  des  hommes ;  les  autres  ne  lui  fem- 
bloient  mis  fur  la  terre  par  les  Dieux  que  pour  lui  plaire, 
pour  le  fervir,  pour  prevemr  tous  fes  defirs,  &  pour ^rap- 
porter  tout  a  lui  comme  a  une  Divimte.  Le  bonheur 
de  le  fervir  etoit  felon  lui  une  alfez  haute  recompenfe 
N  pour  ceux  qui  le  fervoient.  Il  ne  falloit  jamais  rien 
trouver  d’impoffible,  quand  il  s’agiffoit  de  le  conten- 
ter  &  les  moindres  retardemens  irntoient  fon  qaturel 

arCeux  qui  1’auroient  vu  ainfi  dans  fon  naturel,  au- 
roient  juge  qu’il  etoit  incapable  d’aimer  autre  chofe  que 
lui-meme  ;  qu’il  n’etoit  fenfible  qu  a  la  gloire  &  a 
plaifir.  Mais  cette  indifference  pour  les  autres,  &  cette 
attention  continuelle  fur  lui-meme,  ne  venoient  que  du 
tranfport  continuel  ou  U  etoit  jete  par  U  vio  ence  de  fe, 
paffions.  Il  avoit  ete  flatte  par  fa  mere  des  le  berceau, 
&  il  etoit  un  grand  exemple  du  malheur  de  ce“* 


of  this  narration  he  fometimes  cried  out  and  interrupted 
Philo&etes,  without  thinking  on  what  he  did  ;  fometimes 
he  appeared  thoughtful,  like  one  who  is  maturely  weigh¬ 
ing  the  consequences  of  things  :  And  when  Philo&etes 
was  defer! bing  the  confufion  of  Neoptolemus  who  knew 
not  to  diffemble,  Telemachus  feemed  to  be  in  the  fame 
confufion  ;  one  would  at  that  indant  have  taken  him 
for  Neoptolemus  himfelf. 

Mean  while  the  confederate  army  was  marching  in 
good  order  againd  Adraftus  king  of  the  Daunians,  who 
defpifed  the  Gods,  and  fought  only  to  deceive  men.  Te¬ 
lemachus  found  it  very  difficult  to  behave  with  prudence 
among  fo  many  princes  who  were  jealous  of  each  other. 
ITe  was  to  render  himfelf  odious  to  none,  and  to  make 
himfelf  beloved  of  all.  Now  though  he  was  naturally 
frank  and  good-natured,  yet  he  was  not  over  complai- 
fant ;  he  feldom  confidered  what  might  oblige  others  ; 
he  was  not  fond  of  money,  but  then  he  knew  not  the  art 
of  giving.  Thus  with  a  noble  and  well-difpofed  heart, 
he  feemed  neither  obliging,  nor  friendly,  nor  liberal, 
nor  grateful  for  the  care  which  was  taken  of  him,  nor 
attentive  to  diftinguiffi  merit.  He  followed  his  own  in¬ 
clination  without  refle&ion.  His  mother  Penelope  had 
bred  him  up  in  fpite  of  Mentor,  in  an  haughtinefs  and 
pride,  which  fullied  all  his  amiable  qualities.  He  look¬ 
ed  upon  himfelf  to  be  of  a  different  nature  from  the  reft 
of  mankind  ;  others  feemed  to  him  to  be  fent  into  the 
world  by  the  Gods  only  to  pleafe  him,  to  ferve  him,  to 
prevent  all  his  wilhes,  and  to  make  him  their  foie  arbi¬ 
ter  in  all  things,  as  though  he  were  a  God.  The  hap- 
pinefs  of  ferving  him  was  in  his  opinion  a  fufficient  re- 
compence  for  thofe  who  did  it.  Nothing  mud  ever  be 
impoffible  in  which  his  fatisfa&ion  was  concerned,  and 
the  lead  delays  moved  his  hady  temper. 

Had  any  one  feen  him  thus  in  his  natural  difpofition, 
he  would  have  thought  him  incapable  of  loving  any 
thing  but  himfelf,  and  that  he  was  affefted  with  nothing 
but  his  own  glory  and  pleafure.  This  indifference  how¬ 
ever  as  to  others,  and  perpetual  regard  for  himfelf,  pro¬ 
ceeded  only  from  the  ferment  he  was  continually  thrown 
into  by  the  violence  of  his  paffions.  He  had  been  fond¬ 
led  and  humoured  by  his  mother  from  his  cradle,  and 
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naiffent  dans  l’eleuation.  Les  rigucurs  de  la  fortune 
„.:i  reiltit  des  fa  premiere  jeuneffe,  n’avoient  pu  mode- 
?er  cette  impetuoPf.te  &  cette  hauteur.  Depourvu  de 
I"  abandonne,  expofe  a  taut  de  maux,  il  n  avott  nen 
cerdu  de  fa  fierte.  Elle  fe  relevoit  toujours  comme  fa 
Lime  fouple  fe  releve  fans  cede  d’elle-meme,  quelque 
effort  qu’on  fade  pour  l’abaiffer. 

Pendant  que  Telemaque  etoit  avec  Mentor,  ces  de¬ 
faults  ne  paroiffoient  point,  &  Us  dimmuoient  tons  les  jours. 
Semblable  a  un  comber  fougueux  qui  bondit  dans  les 

vaftes  prairies,  que  ni  les  rochers  efcarpes,  m  les  pre  - 
pices  ni  les  torrens  n’arretent,  qui  ne  commit  que  la 
voix  &  la  main  d’un  feul  homme  capable  de  ladompter , 
Tdlemaque  plein  d’une  noble  ardeur  ne  pouvoit  etre  re- 
tenu  queq  par  le  feul  Mentor  ;  mais  and,  un  de  fes  re- 
sardsVarretoit  tout-a-coup  dans  fa  plus  grande  impe- 
tuoftte  •  il  entendoit  d’abord  ce  que  figmfioit  ce  regar  . 
II  rappeloit  auffitot  dans  fon  occur  tons  les  fentimens  de 
vertu  Sa  fagede  rendoit  en  un  moment  fon  vifage  doux 
Sin  Neptune  quand  il  eleve  fon  trident  &  qu  il 
menace"  les  fids  fouleves,  n’appaife  pas  plus  foudatne- 

Qu^nd ' ’trouva  feul,  tomes  fes  paffion. 
fufpendues  comme  un  torrent  arrete  par  une  forte  digue, 
reprirent  leur  cours  ;  il  ne  put  foudnr  1’arrogance  des 
Lacedemoniens  &  de  Phalante  qui  etoit  a  leur  tete. 
Cette  colonie  qui  etoit  venue  fonder  Tarente,  etoit  com- 
pofee  de  jeunes  hommes  nes  pendant  le  liege  de  roy  , 
oui  n’avoient  eu  aucune  education;  leur  naidance  ille- 
Pitime  le  dereglement  de  leurs  meres,  la  licence  dans 
fauuelle  ils  avoient  ete  eleves,  leur  donnoient  je  ne  fats 
uuoi  de  farouche  &  de  barbare.  Ils  redembloient  plutot 
I  une  troupe  de  brigands,  qu’a  une  coloiue  Greque. 

lemaque.  Souvent  il  l’interrompoit  dans  les  affemblees 
meonfant  fes  confeils  comme  ceux  d’un  jeune  homm 
fanl  experience.  Il  en  fefoit  des  railleries,  le  traitant 
de  foible  &  d’effemine  ;  il  fefoit  remarquer  aux  chefs  de 
f-  Jmee  fes  moindres  fautes.  Il  tachoit  de  femer  par 
tout  la  jaloufie,  &  de  rendre  la  fierte  de  Telemaque  o- 
dieufe  a  tous  les  allies. 
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was  a  fignal  inftance  of  the  misfortunes  of  a  high  birth. 
The  calamities  he  fuffered  even  from  his  greeneft  years, 
had  not  be$n  capable  to  qualify  this  haughtinefs  arid  ve¬ 
hemence.  of  his  temper.  Though  he  had  been  deliitute 
t)f  all  things,  forfaken  and  expofed  to  numerous  evils, 
yet  had  he  loft  nothing  of  his  pride  :  That  continually 
rofe  up  again,  as  the  pliant  palm  inceflantly  rifes  of  it- 
felf,  whatever  efforts  are  made  to  deprefs  it. 

.  While  Telemachus  was  with  Mentor,  thefe  failings 
did  not  appear,  and  were  daily  decreafing.  Like  a  fiery 
courfer  that  bounds  over  the  fpacious  meadows,  that  flops 
neither  at  fteepy  rocks,,  nor  precipices,  nor  torrents, '  and 
that  obeys  but  the  voice  and  hand  of  a  ftngle  perfon 
who  knows  to  manage  him  ;  Telemachus,  full  of  a  no¬ 
ble  ardour,  could  not  be  reftrained  but  by  Mentor  a- 
lone:  But  then  a  look  of  his  would  inftantly  ftop  him 
in  his  fwifteft  career  ;  he  immediately  comprehended  its 
meaning  ;  he.  recalled  every  fentiment  of  virtue  to  his 
heart ;  and  his  reafon  in  a  moment  rendered  his  counte¬ 
nance  calm  and  ferene  :  Neptune  when  he  lifts  his  tri¬ 
dent,  and  threatens  the  fwelling  billows,  does  not  more 
fuddenly  Hill  the  lowering  tempefts. 

When  Telemachus  was  alone,  all  his  pafilons  that  had 
been  reftrained  like  a  torrent  by  a  ftrong  dike,  took 
their  natural  courfe ;  he  could  not  brook  the  arrogance 
of  the  Lacedsemonians  and  of  Phalantus  who  was  at  their 
head.  This  colony,  which  had  founded  Tarentum,  was 
compofed  of  young  men  who  were  born  during  the  fiege 
of  Troy,  and  had  never  had  any  education.  Their  ille¬ 
gitimate  birth,  the  diftolute  lives  of  their  mothers,  and 
the  licentioufnefs  in  which  they  had  been  bred  up,  gave 
them  fomething  of  wildnefs  and  barbarity  ;  they  re  fern - 
bled  a  band  of  robbers  more  than  a  colony  of  Greeks. 

Phalantus  fought  all  opportunities  of  contradicting  Te¬ 
lemachus.  He  often  interrupted  him  in  council,  defpi- 
fing  his  advice  as  that  of  an  unexperienced  youth ;  he 
bantered  and  treated  him  as  an  effeminate  ftripling  ;  he 
made  all  the  chiefs  of  the  army  take  notice  of  his  flight- 
eft  failings  ;  he  endeavoured  to  fow  jealoufies  every 
where,  and  to  render  Telemachus  *s  high  fpirit  odious  to 
all  the  allies. 
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Un  iour  Telemaque  ayant  fait  fur  les  Daumens  quel- 
ques  prifonniefs,  Phalante  pretendit  que  ces  caputs  lui 
appartenoient,  parce  que  c’etoit  lui,  difoit-il,  qui  a  la 
tete  de  fes  Lacedemoniens  avoit  defait  cette  troupe  d  - 
ennemis,'&  que  Telemaque  trouvant  les  Daumens  dcja 
vaincus  &  mis  en  fuite,  n’avoit  eu  d’autre  peine  que 
celle  de  leur  donner  la  vie,  &  de  lesmener  dans 
camp  Telemaque  foutenoit  au  contraire,  que  c  etoit 
lui  qui  avoit  empeche  Phalante  d’etre  yamcu,  &  qm  a- 
voit  remporte  la  vidtoire  fur  les  Daumens.  Ils  allerent 
tons  deux  defendre  leur  caufe  dans  1’alTemblee  des  rors 
allies.  Telemaque  s’y  emporta  jufqu  a  menacer  hha- 
lante  ;  ils  fe  fuffent  battus  fur  le  champ,  fi  on  ne  les  eut 

Phalante  avoit  un  frere  nomine  Hippias,  celebre  dans 
toute  l’armee  par  fa  valeur,  par  fa  force  &  par  fon  a- 
dreffe.  Pollux,  difoient  les  Tarentms,  ne  combattoi 
pas  mieux  du  cede  ;  Caftor  n’eut  pu  le  drrpafler  pour 
conduire  un  cheval:  il  avoit  prefque  la  tanle  &  la_ force 
d’Hercule.  Toute  l’armee  le  craignoit  ;  car  il  etoit  en¬ 
core  plus  querelleux  &  plus  brutal  qu  il  n  etoit  fort  & 

^Hippias  ayant  vu  avec  quelle  hauteur  Telemaque  a- 
voit  menace  fon  frere,  va  i  la  hate  prendre  les  pnfon- 
niers  pour  les  emroener  a  Tarente  fans  attendre  le  JuSe" 
ment  de  l’affemblee.  Telemaque  a  qui  on  vint  le  dire 
en  l'ecret,  fortit  en  fremiffant  de  rage  :  tel  qu  un  fan- 
clier  ecumant  qui  cherche  le  chafer  par  leque.  il  a  eu 
bleffe  •  on  le  voyoit  errer  dans  le  camp,  cherchant  des 
yeux  fon  ennemi,  &  branlant  le  dard  dont  il  le  vouloit 
percer.  Eniin  il  le  rencontre  ;  &  en  le  voyant,  fa  tu- 
reur  fe  redouble* 

Ce  n’etoit  plus  ce  fage  Telemaque  inftruit  par  Mi- 
nerve  fous  la  figure  de  Mentor  ;  c’etoit  un .  phrenetique 
ou  un  lion  furieux.  Auflitot  il  crie  a  Hippias :  Arrete, 
6  le  plus  lache  de  tous  les  hommes  !  arrete,  nous  allons 
voir  fi  tu  pourras  m’enlever  les  depouilles  de  ceux  que 

Pai  vaincus. 

defeends  tout-a-l’heure  dans  les  rives  fombres  du  Styx. 
11  dit,  &  il  lan9a  fon  dard  ;  mais  il  le  lanca  avec  tant 
de  fureur,  qu’il  ne  put  mefurer  fon  coup,  le  dard  ne 
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One  day  Pelemachus  having  taken  fome  Daunians 
priioners,  Phalantus  pretended  a  right  to  them.,  alledg- 
mg  that  he,  at  the  head  of  his  Lacedaemonians,  had  de¬ 
feated  that  part  of  the  enemy,  and  that  Telemachus, 
finding  the  Daunians  already  vanquilhed  and  put  to 
flight,  had  no  trcuble  but  the  giving  them  quarter,  and 
the  condu&ing  them  to  the  camp.  Telemachus,  on  die 
contrary  maintained,  that  he  had  hindered  Phalantus 
from  being  defeated,  and  had  gained  the  viftory  over 
the  Daunians.  they  both  pleaded  their  caufe  in  an  af- 
fembly  of  the  confederate  princes  j  where  Telemachus 
being  fo  far  tranfported  as  to  threaten  Phalantus,  they' 
would  inftantly  have  fought,  liad  they  not  been  with- 
held. 

Phalantus  had  a  brother  whofe  name  was  Hippias,  fa¬ 
mous  through  the  whole  army  for  his  valour,  lirength  . 
and  dexterity.  Pollux,  faid  the  Tarentines,  did  not 
wield,  the  cedus  better,  nor  could  Cador  have  excelled 
him  in  the  management  of  an  horfe  :  He  was  almod  e- 
qual  to  Hercules  in  dature  and  drength.  The  whole 
army  was  afraid  of  him  ;  for  he  was  dill  more  quarrel- 
fome  and  brutal  than  drong  and  valiant. 

Hippias  feeing  with  what  haughtinefs  Telemachus  me¬ 
naced  his  brother,  goes  immediately  to  feize  the  pri¬ 
soners,  in  order  to  convey  them  to  Tarentum,  without 
waiting  for  the  decifion  of  the  adembly.  Telemachus 
being  privately  told  of  this,  went  out  trembling  with 
rage.  Like  a  foaming  boar  in  purfuit  of  the  hunter  that 
wounded  him,  did  Telemachus  rave  up  and  down  the 
camp,  looking  with  eager  eyes  for  his  enemy,  and  bran- 
difhing  the  dart  with  which  he  defigned  to  kill  him. 
At  lengtn  he  meets  him,  and  his  rage  redoubles  at  the 
fight. 

He  was  no  longer  the  wife  Telemachus,  indrufled  by 
Minerva  in  the  form  of  Mentor ;  he  was  a  madman,  or 
a  furious  lion.  He  immediately  cries  out  to  Hippias, 
Stay,  thou  baled  of  men,  day ;  we  will  foon  fee  if  thou 
art  able  to  rob  me  of  the  fpoils  of  thofe  I  have  van- 
quifhed :  Thou  fhalt  not  lead  them  to  Tarentum  ;  go, 
indantly  defeend  to  the  gloomy  banks  of  Styx.  He  dud* 
and  threw  his  javelin  ;  but  throwing  it  with  fo  much  fury 
that  he  could  take  no  aim,  it  mided  Hippias.  Hereupon 

E  3  Telemachus 
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toacha  point  Hippias.  Auffitdt  Telemaque  prend  fon  e- 
pee  dont  la  garde  etoit  d’or,  &  que  Laerte  lui  avoi 
donnee,  quand  il  partit  d’lthaque,  commc  un  gage  de  fa 
tendrelfe.  Laerte  s’en  etoit  feryi  avee  beaucoup  de  glome 
pendant  qu’il  etoit  jeune,  &  elle  avoit  ete  temt :  du  fang 

de  plufieurs  fameux  capttaines  des  Epirotes,  dans 

eUerre  ou  Laerte  fut  viaoneux.  A  peine  Telemaqu 
fut  tire  cette  epee,  qu’Hippias  qui  vouloit  profit* ■  de 
l’avantage  de  fa  force,  fe  jeta  pour  l’arracher  des  m  m 
du  jeune  fils  d’UlylTe.  L’epee  fe  rompt  dans  leurs 
mains,  ils  fe  faififfent,.  &  le  ferrent  1  un  1 autre.  Le 
voila  comme  deux  betes  cruelles  qui  cheKhent  a.  V*e 
rhirer;  le  feu  brille  dans  leurs  yeux,  i  s  fe  racourciff  n  , 
ifs  s’allongent,  ils  fe  baiffent,  ils  fe  releyentils  s  ac¬ 
cent  ils  font  alteres  de  fang.  Les  voila  aux  priles, 
rfeds  contre  pieds,  main  scontre  mains :  ces  deux  corps 
fntrelaffes  paroiffoient  n’en  fame  qu  un.  Mu •  Hffig  as 
d’un  ao-e  plus  avance,  fembloit  devoir  accabler  lei 
maquefdont  la  tendre  jeuneffe  etoit  moms  nerveuf  . 
P6?a  Telemaque  hors  d’haleme  fentoit  fes  genoux  chan- 
celer.  Hippias  le  voyant  ebranle  redouble  fes  eftorts. 
C’ftoit  fak  du  fils  d’Ulyffe,  il  allort  porter  la  peme ^de 
fa  temerite  &  de  fon  emportement,  fi  Minerve  ^ 

ioit  de  loin  fur  lui,  &  qui  lie  le  laiffoit  dans  cette  extrem 
He  pill  que  pour  l’inftruire,  n’eut  determine  la  virion-e 

enEaileaneUqultta .point  le  palais  de  Salente,  dims  elle 
cnvoya  Iris  la  prompte  meflagere  des  Dieux.  Celle-a 
volant  d’une  atle  legere  fend  les  elpaces  immenfes  des 
airs,  laiffant  apres  elle  une  longue  trace  de  lumieie  que 
pri»noit'un  nuage  de  mille  diverfes  couleurs ;  elle  ne  le 
repofaiue  furies  rlvages  de  la  mer  ou  etoit  campee 
l’armee  innombrable  des  allies:  elle  volt  de  loin  la  qu  - 
-elle  l’ardeur  &  les  efforts  des  deux  combatans  , 
St  iU  vue  du  danger  ou  etoit  le  je-e  Telemaque^ 
elle  s’approche  enveloppee  d  un  nuage  clair  q 
voit  forme  de  vapeurs  lubtiles  dans  le  moment  ou  Hip- 
Ss  fentant  toute  fa  force,  fe  crut  vifloneux  ;  elle  con- 
vrit  le  jeune  nourriffon  de  Minerve  de  1  Egide  que  la 
fage  Deelfe  lui  avoit  confie.  Auffitot  Telemaque,  do  n 
les  forces  etoient  epulfees,  commence  a  fe  rammer.  A 
mefure  qu’il  fe  ranime,  Hippias  fe  trouble  ;  l.  len.  je 
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T  elemachus.  draws  his  golden-hilted  fword,  which  La¬ 
ertes  had  given  him  at  his  departure  from  Ithaca  as  a 
pledge  of  his  love.  Laertes  himfelf  had  ufed  it  with 
great  glory  in  his  youth,  and  dyed  it  in  the  blood  of 
feveral  famous  leaders  of  the  Epirots,  in  a  war  wherein 
he  was  vi6torious.  Telemachus  had  hardly  drawn  his 
fword,  when  Hippias,  refolving  to  make  an  advantage 
of  his  drength,  ruihed  upon  him  in  order  to  wred  it  out 
of  his  hands.  The  fword  is  broken  between  them;  they 
feize  and  clofe  with  each  other.  Lo  !  they  now  refem- 
I  We  two  fierce  brutes,  that  drive  to  tear  one  another  in 
pieces  ;  fire  fparkles  in  their  eyes,  they  fhrink  up,  they 
ftretch  out,  they  doop  down,  they  rife  again,  they  fpring 
forwards,  they  third  for  blood,  Lo  1  they  are  engaged 
hand  to  hand  and  foot  to  foot,  twiding  their  two  bodies 
together  fo  that  they  feemed  to  be  but  one.  But  Hippias 
being  of  a  maturer  age,  feemed  as  if  he  would  overpower 
Telemachus,  whole  tender  youth  was  not  fo  nervous. 
And  now  Telemachus,  being  out  of  breath,  feels  his 
knees  tremble  ;  and  Hippias  feeing  him  dagger,  redou¬ 
bles  his  efforts.  The  fon  of  Ulyffes  had  been  flain,  and 
fuffered  the  punifhment  due  to  his  temerity  and  paflion, 
had  not  Minerva,  who  was  watchful  of  him  at  a  dis¬ 
tance,  and  had  let  him  fall  into  this  extremity  of  dan¬ 
ger  only  for  his  indruflion,  determined  the  vi&ory  in 
his  favour. 

The  Goddefs  herfelf  did  not  quit  the  palace  of  Salen- 
tum,  but  fent  Iris  the  fwift  meffenger  of  the  Gods.  Iris 
flying  with  nimble  wings,  cleaves  the  immenfe  fpaces 
of  the  air,  leaving  behind  her  a  long  track  of  light 
which  looked  like  a  cloud  of  a  thoufarid  different  co¬ 
lours  ;  die  did  not  red  herfelf  till  fhe  came  to  the  fea- 
Ihore,.  where  the  numberlefs  army  of  the  allies  was  en¬ 
camped.  She  fees  at  a  didance  the  drife,  the  ardour 
and  efforts  of  the  two  combatants  ;  fhe  trembles  at  the 
fight  of  the  danger  the  young  Telemachus  is  in;  fhe  ap¬ 
proaches  involved  in  a  bright  cloud  which  fhe  formed 
of  fubtle  vapours  the  indant  Hippias,  confcious  of  his 
drength,  thought  himfelf  viftorious  ;  fhe  covered  Mi¬ 
nerva’s  youthful  pupil  with  the  aegis  which  the  wife  God¬ 
defs  had  entruded  to  her.  Telemachus,  whofe  drength 
was  exhauded,  immediately  begins  to  feel  frefh  vigour. 
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n#  fais  nuoi  de  clivin  qui  l’etonne  &  qui  l’accable.  Te- 
ldmaque'ie  preiTe  &  l’attaque,  tantot  dans  une  Situation, 
tanto?  dans  une  autre  ;  il  1’ebranle,  i  ne  lui  larffe  au- 
cun  moment  pour  fe  raffurer  ;  enfin  il  le  jete  par  terie 
&  tombe  fur  lui.  Un  grand  chene  du  mont  Ida,  que 
la  hache  a  coupe  par  mille  coups  dont  toute  la  foret  a 
retenti,  ne  fait  pas  un  plus  horrible  bruit  en  tombant ; 
la  terre  en  gemit ;  tout  ce  qui  l’environne  eit  eil  e- 

branlc. 

i 

Cependant  la  fageffe  etoit  revenue  avec  la  force  au- 
dedans  de  Telemaque.  A  peme  Hippias  fut-il  tombe 
lous  lui,  que  le  fils  d’Ulyffe  compnt  la  fame  qu  il  avoit 
faite  d’attaquer  ainfi  le  frere  d  un  des  rois  allies  qu  li 
etoit  venu  iecourir  :  il  rappela  lui-meme  avec  conlufiqn 
les  fanes  conieils  de  Mentor.  Il  euthonte  de  fa  vic- 
toire,°&  vit  bien  qu’il  avoit  merite  d’etre  vamcu.  Ce¬ 
pendant  Phalante  tranfporte  de  furcur  accouroit  au  e- 
cours  de  fon  frere  ;  il  eut  perce  Telemaque  d’un  dard 
qu’il  portoit,  s’il  n’eut  craint  de  percer  auffi  Hippias 
cue  Telemaque  terioit  fous  lui  dans  la  poufoere.  Le  fils 
d’Ulyfie  eut  pu  Ians  peine  oter  la  vie  a  fon  ennemi  ; 
mais  fa  colere  etoit  appaifee,  &  il  ne  fongemt  plus  qu  a 
reparer  fa  f'aute,  en  montrant  de  la  moderation.  11  ie 
leve,  en  difant :  O  Hippias  1  il  me  fufiit  de  vous  avoir 
appris  a  ne  meprifer  jamais  ma  jeunefTe.  Vivez,  j  ad¬ 
mire  votre  force  &  votre  courage.  Les  Dieux  mont 
protege ,  cedez  a  leur  puiffance,  ne  fongeons  plus  qu  a 
combattre  enfemble  contre  les  Daumens.  Pendant  que 
TeHmaoue  parloit  ainfi,  Hippias  fe  relevoit  convert  de 
pouffrere  &  de  fang,  plem  de  honte  &  de  rage.  Pha¬ 
lante  n’ofoit  oter  la  vie  a  celui  qui  venoit  de  la  donner 
fi  genereufement  a  fon  frere  ;  il  etoit  en  fmpens,  &  hors 
deHui-meme .  Tous  les  rois  allies  accoururent  ;  Hs  me- 
nerent  d’un  cote  Telemaque,  &  de  1  autre  Phalante  & 
Hippias,  qui  ay  ant  perdu  fa  fierte  n’ofpit  lever  les  veux. 
Toute  l’armee  ne  pouvoit  aflez  s  etonnei  que  emm 
que  dans  un  age  fi  tendre,  ou  les  homines  n  ont  point 
encore  toute  leur  force,  eut  pu  renverfer  hippias,  fem- 
blable  en  force  &  en  grandeur  a  ces  geans^einans  d 
terre,  qui  tenterent  autrefois  de  chafier  u  Ohmpe  les 
Immortels.  M  • 
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As  he  revives,  Hippias  is  difpirited,  and  finds  himfelf 
terrified  and  opprefi  by  fomething  divine.  Telemachus 
prefies  hard  upon  him,  attacking  him  fometimes  in  one 
pofiure  and  fometimes  in  another  ;  he  makes  him  reel  ; 
he  gives  him  no  time  to  recover  himfelf ;  at  laft,  he 
throws  him  on  the  ground  and  falls  upon  him.  A  huge 
Idasan  oak,  felled  by  a  thoufand  firokes  of  the  hatchet 
with  which  the  whole  forell  refounded,  does  not  make  a 
more  terrible  noife  in  its  fall ;  the  earth  groans  ;  all 
things  around  it  are  fhaken. 

Mean  while  Telemachus  recovered  his  reafion.  as  well 
as  his  fixength.  Hippias  was  fcarcely  fallen  beneath  him, 
when  the  fon  of  Ulylfes  was  fenfible  of  the  fault  he  had 
been  guilty  of  in  thus  afiaulting  the  brother  of  one  of 
the  confederate  kings  whom  he  came  to  afiilb  He  called 
to  mind  with  confufion  the  wife  counfels  of  Mentor ;  he 
was  alhamed  of  his  victory,  and  perceived  that  he  de¬ 
fended  to  have  been  overcome.  Mean  time  Phalantus, 
tranfported  with  fury,  ran  to  his  brother’s  afllftance;  and 
would  have  transfixed  Telemachus  with  his  javelin,  had 
he  not  been  afraid  of  transfixing  Hippias -alfo,  whom 
Telemachus  held  under  him  on  the  ground.  The  fon  of 
Ulylfes  could  eafily  have  taken  his  antagonifi’s  life  ;  but 
his  anger  was  appeafed,  and  he  thought  only  of  repair¬ 
ing  his  fault  by  file  wing  his  moderation.  He  rifes,  fay¬ 
ing,  O  Hippias  S  I  am  fatisfied  with  having  taught  you 
not  to  defpife  my  youth.  Take  your  life ;  i  admire  your 
fixength  and  courage  ;  the  Gods  have  preferved  me  ; 
yield  to  their  power,  and  let  us  for  the  future  only  fight 
together  againfi  the  Daunians..  While  Telemachus  was 
fpeaking,  Hippias  got  up,  bcfmeared  with  dull:  and 
blood,  and  full  of  fiiame  and  rage.  Phalantus  not  dar-. 
ing  to  take  the  life  of  him  who  had  fo  generoully  given 
it  to  his  brother,  was  doubtful  and  difordered.  All  the 
confederate  kings  ran  to  them,  and  led  Telemachus  one 
way,  and  Phalantus  and  Hippias  another.  Hippias  had 
loll  his  fierce  and  haughty  air,  and  was  alhamed  to  lilt 
up  his  eyes.  The  whole  army  was  greatly  aftonifiied 
that  Telemachus  had  been  able,  at  fo  tender  an  age, 
when  men  are  not  arrived  at  1!heir  full  firength,  to  van- 
quifh  Hippias,  who  in  might  and  bulk  refembled  the 
giants,  thofe  fons  of  earth,  that  formerly  attempted  to 
drive  the  Immortals  from  Olympus. 
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Mais  le  fils  d’Ulyffe  etoit  bien  eloigne  de  jouir  du 
plaifir  de  cette  vidtoire.  Pendant  qu’on  ne  pouvoit  fe 
laffer  de  Padmirer,  il  fe  retira  dans  fa  tente,  honteux  de 
fa  faute  ;  &  ne  pouvant  plus  fe  fupporter  lui-meme,.  il 
eemiffoit  de  fa  promptitude.  Il  reconnoiiloit  combien 
il  etoit  injufte  &  deraifonnable  dans  fes.  emportemens  : 
il  trouvoit  je  ne  fais  quoi  de  vain,  de  toible.  &  de  bas 
dans  cette  hauteur  demefuree.  T1  reconnoiffoit  que  la 
veritable  grandeur  n’eft  que  dans  la  moderation,  la  juf- 
tice,  la  modeftie  &  l’humanite  :  il  le  voyoit,  mats  il 
n’ofoit  efperer  de  fe  corriger  apres  tant  de  rechutes ;  il 
etoit  aux  prifes  avec  lui-meme,  &  on  l’entendoit  rugir 

comme  un  lion  furieux.  , 

Il  demeura  deux  jours  renferme  feul  dans  la  tente,  ne 
pouvant  fe  refoudre  a  fe  rendre  dans  aucune  fociete,  & 
fe  punifiant  lui-meme.  Helas  !  difoit-il  olerai-je  revoir 
Mentor  ?  Suis-je  le  fils  d’Ulyffe,  le  plus  fage  &  le  plus 
patient  des  hommes  ?  Suis-je  venu  porter  la  divifion  & 
le  defordre  dans  l’armee  des  allies  ?  Eft-ce  leur  fang  ou 
celui  des  Dauniens  leurs  ennemis  que  je  dois  repandre  ? 
I’ai  etc  temeraire  ;  je  n’ai  pas  meme  fu  lancer  mon 
dard  ;  je  me  fuis  expofe  avec  Hippias  a  forces  inegales  ; 
je  n’en  devois  attendre  que  la  mort  avec  la  honte  d  etre 
vaincu.  Mais  qu’importe  ?  je  ne  ferois  plus :  non  je  ne 
ferois  plus  ce  temeraire  Telemaque,  ce  jeune  mfenfe,  qui 
ne  profite  d’aucun  confeil ;  ma  honte  finiroit  avec  ma 
vie  Helas  1  fi  je  pouvois  au  moins  efperer  de  ne  plus 
Hire  ce  que  je  fuis  defole  d’avoir  fait !  trop  heureux  ! 
trop  heureux  1  Mais  peut-etre  qu’avant  la  fin  du  jour  je 
ferai  &  voudrai  faire  encore  les  memes  fautes  dont  j  ai 
maintenant  tant  de  honte  &  d;horreur._  O  iunefte  vic- 
toire  ?  6  louanges  que  je  ne  puis  fouftnr,  &  qui  lont  de 
cruels  reproches  de  ma  folic  ! 

Pendant  qu’il  etoit  feul  &  inconfolable,  Tseftor  &  Phi- 
loftete  le  vinrent  trouver.  Neftor  vculut  lui  remontrer 
le  tort  qu’il  avoit  ;  mais  ce  fage  vieillard  reconnoiffant 
bientot  la  deflation  du  jeune  homme,  changeafes  graves 
remontrances  en  des  paroles  de  tendreffe  pour  adoucir 

fon  defefpoir.  , 

Les  princes  allies  etoient  arretes  par  cette  querelle. 
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But  the  fon  of  UlyiJes  was  far  from  receiving  any 
pleafure  from  this  victory.  While  the  army  thought  they 
could  not  fufficiently  admire  him,  he  retired  to  his  tent, 
alhamed  of  his  fault,  unable  to  fupport  himfelf,  and  be¬ 
wailing  his  haflinefs  of  temper.  He  was  feniible  how 
unjuft  and  unreafonable  he  was  in  his  tranfports  ;  he 
found  great  vanity,  weaknefs  and  meannefs  in  his  un¬ 
bounded  haughtinefs,  and  perceived  that  true  greatnefs 
is  infeparable  from  moderation,  juftice,  modefty  and  hu¬ 
manity  :  He  perceived  this  ;  but  not  prefuming  to  hope 
that  he  fhould  amend  after  fo  many  relapfes,  he  was  at 
war  with  himfelf,  and  was  heard  to  roar  like  a  lion  in 
his  fury. 

He  remained  two  days  fhut  up  all  alone  in  his  tent, 
punifhing  and  unable  to  prevail  on  himfelf  to  go  into 
company,  Alas !  faid  he,  fhall  I  dare  to  fee  Mentor  a- 
gain  ?  Am  I  the  fon  of  UlyfFes,  the  wifeft  and  mod:  pa¬ 
tient  of  men  ?  Did  I  come  to  bring  diffention  and  difor- 
der  into  the  army  of  the  allies  ?  Is  it  their  blood,  or  that 
of  Daunians,  their  enemies,  which  I  ought  to  fhed  ?  I 
have  adted  rafhly ;  I  knew  not  even  to  throw  my  jave¬ 
lin  ;  I  expofed  myfelf  in  combat  againd  Hippias  with 
flrength  unequal,  and  firould  have  expected  nothing  but 
death  and  the  fhame  of  being  vanquifhed.  And  what  of 
that?  I  fhould  have  been  no  more  :  no,  the  rafh  Tele- 
machus,  the  fenfelefs  youth  who  does  not  profit  by  any 
advice,  would  have  been  no  more :  my  fhame  would  have 
ended  with  my  life.  Could  I  alas  !  fo  much  as  hope  ne¬ 
ver  to  do  again  what  I  am  now  fo  grieved  for  having- 
done,  I  fhould  be  happy,  abundantly  happy  !  but  per¬ 
haps  before  the  clofe  of  this  very  day,  I  fhall  commit, 
nay  wilfully  commit,  the  very  faults  of  which  I  am  at 
prefent  fo  much  alhamed  and  have  fo  great  an  abhor¬ 
rence.  O  fatal  vidlory  !  O  praifes  which  I  cannot  bear  ! 
praifes  which  are  bitter  reproaches  of  my  folly  ! 

While  he  was  thus  folitary  and  difconfolate,  Neflor 
and  Philodletes  came  to  fee  him.  Neflor  defigned  to 
convince  him  how  much  he  had  been  in  the  wrong  ;  but 
the  wife  fenior  prefently  perceiving  the  youth’s  affliction, 
changed  his  grave  remonftrances  into  expreihons  of  kind- 
nefs,  in  order  to  allay  his  grief. 

This  quarrel  retarded  the  progrefs  of  the  confederate 

E  6  princes. 


&  ils  ne  pouvoient  marcher  vers  les  ennemis  qu’apres 
avoir  reconcilie  Telemaque  avec  Phalante  Sc  Hippias. 
On  craignoit  a  route  heure  que  les  troupes  des  Tarentins 
n’attaquaffent  les  cent  jeunes  Cretois  qui  avoient  fuivi 
Telemaque  dans  cette  guerre  :  tout  etoit  dans  le  trouble 
par  la  fame  du  feul  Telemaque  ;  &  Telemaque  qui  vo- 
yoit  tant  de  maux  prefens  Sc  de  perils  pour  Pavenir, 
dont  il  etoit  P  auteur,  s’abandonnoit  a  une  douleur  amere. 
Tous  les  princes  etoient  dans  un  extreme  embarras.  11s 
n’ofoient  faire  marcher  l’armee,  de  peur  que  dans  la 
marche  les  Cretois  de  Telemaque,  Sc  les  Tarentins  de 


rouche,  qui  etoit  encore  fans  celTe  irrite  par  les  diicours 
pleins  de  rage  de  Ton  frere  Hippias.  Telemaque  etoit 
bien  plus  doux,  mais  il  etoit  abattu  de  douleur  &  rien 
ne  pcuvoit  le  confoler. 

Pendant  que  les  princes  etoient  dans  cette  agitation, 
toutes  les  troupes  etoient  conllernees  :  tout  le  camp  pa- 
roiiibit  comrne  une  maifon  defolee  qui  vient  de  perdre  un 
pere  de  famiile,  l’appui  de  tous  les  proches.  Sc  la  douce 
efperance  de  fes  petits  enfans. 

Dans  ce  deibrdre  &  cette  confternation  de  Parmee,  on 
entend  tout-a-coup  un  bruit  efffoyable  de  chariots, 
d'armes,  de  henniffemens  de  chevaux,  de  cris  d'hommes, 
les  uns  vainqueurs  &  animes  au  carnage,  les  autres,  ou 
fuyans,  ou  mourans,  ou  blefies.  Un  tourbillon  de  pouf- 
iiere  forme  un  epais  nuage  qui  couvre  le  ciel.  Sc  qui  en¬ 
velope  tout  le  camp.  Bientot  a  la  poufiiere  fc  joint  une 
fumee  epailTe  qui  troubloit  Pair,  &  qui  otoit  la  refpira- 
tion.  On  entendoit  un  bruit  fourd  femblable  a  celui  des- 
tourbillons  de  flame  que  le  mont  Etna  vomit  du  fond  de 
fes  entrailles  embrafees,  lorfque  Vulcain  avec  fes  Cy¬ 
clopes  y  forge  des  foudres  pour  le  pere  des  Dieux. 
L’epouvante  faifit  les  cceurs. 

Adrafle  vigilant  Sc  infatigable  avoit  furpris  les  allies  ; 
il  leur  avoit  cache  fa  marche.  Sc  il  etoit  inflruit  de  la 
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princes,  who  could  not  march  towards  the  enemy  till 
they  had  reconciled  Telemachus  with  jkhalantus  and  Hip- 
pias ;  being  hourly  apprehenfive  left  the  Tarentine  troops 
ihould  fall  upon  the  hundred  young  Cretans  that  came 
with  Telemachus  to  this  war.  All  was  in  confuftoa 
through  the  fault  of  Telemachus  only  ;  and  he  perceiv¬ 
ing  the  many  prefent  evils  and  future  dangers  of  which 
he  was  the  author,  abandoned  himfelf  to  the  bittereft 
grief.  All  the  princes  .were  in  great  perplexity  :  They 
durft  not  order  the  army  to  march,  left  Telemachus ’s 
Cretans  and  Phalantus’s  Tarentines  fhould  light  with 
each  other  as  they  went  along  ;  they  had  great  difficulty 
to  keep  them  from  it  even  in  the  camp,  where  they  were 
narrowly  watched.  Neftor  and  Philodletes  were  incef- 
fantly  going  backwards  and  forwards  from  Telemachus’s 
tent  to  that  of  the  implacable  Phalantus,  who  breathed 
nothing  but  revenge.  Neither  Neftor’s  fweet  eloquence 
nor  the  great  Philodtetes’s  authority  could  pacify  his  fa- 
vage  heart,  which  was  moreover  continually  irritated  by 
the  inflaming  diicourfe  of  his  brother  Hippias.  Tele¬ 
machus  was  much  calmer,  but  dejcdted  by  forrow,  and 
nothing  could  comfort  him. 

While  the  princes  were  in  this  commotion,  all  the 
troops  were  under  great  confternation  :  The  whole  camp 
looked  like  a  houfe  of  mourning  that  had  juft  loft  the  fa¬ 
ther  of  the  family,  the  fupport  of  all  his  relations,  and 
the  fweet  hope  of  his  little  children. 

During  this  aiforder  and  confternation  of  the  army, 
there  was  .fuddenly  heard  a  frightful  noife  of  chariots  and 
arms,  of  neighing  fteeus  and  outcries  of  men,  feme  vic¬ 
torious  and  fpurred  on  to  carnage,  others  running  away, 
dying,  or  wounded.  A  black  cloud  of  whirling  dull 
overipreads  the  heavens,  and  covers  the  whole  camp. 
The  dull  is  prefent lv  followed  by  a  thick  frncke  that  con- 
denfes  the  air,  and  hinders  refpiration.  There  was  like- 
wife  heard  an  hollow  noife  like  that  of  the  curling  flames 
which  mount  AStna  belches  from  the  bottom  of  its  burn¬ 
ing  bowels,  when  Vulcan  with  his  Cyclops  is  forging 
thunderbolts  there  for  the  father  of  the  Gods.  Terror 
feized  op  every  heart. 

The  vigilant  and  indefatigable  Adraftus  had  furprifed 
the  allies  ;  having  concealed  his  route  from  them,  and 
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leur.  II  avoit  fait  une  incroyable  diligence  pour  faire 
]e  tour  d’une  montagne  prefque  inaccefiible,  dont  les  al¬ 
lies  avoient  faifi  af>refque  tous  les  paflages  :  tenant  ces 
defiles  ils  fe  croyoient  en  pleine  furete,  &  pretendoient 
meme  pouvoir  par  ces  paflages  qu’ils  occupoient,  tomber 
fur  l’ennemi  derriere  la  montagne,  quand  quelques 
troupes  qu’ils  attendoieftt,  leur  feroient  venues.  Adrafte, 
qui  repandoit  l’argent  a  pleines  mains  pour  favoir  le  fe- 
cret  de  fes  ennemis,  avoit  appris  leur  refolution  ;  car 
Neftor  &  Philo&ete,  ces  deux  capitaines  d’ailleurs  fi 
fages  &  fl  experimentes,  n’etoient  pas  afiez  fecrets  dans 
leurs  enterprifes.  Neftor  dans  le  declin  de  1’age  fe  plai- 
foit  trop  a  raconter  ce  qui  pouvoit  lui  attirer  quelque 
louange.  Philo&ete  naturellement  parloit  moins  ;  mais 
il  etoit  prompt :  &  ft  peu  qu’on  excitat  fa  vivacite,  on 
lui  fefoit  dire  ce  qu’il  avoit  refolu  de  taire.  Les  gens 
artificieux  avoient  trouve  la  clef  de  fon  coeur  pour  en 
tirer  les  plus  importans  fecrets.  On  n’avoit  qu’a  l’ir- 
riter  :  alors  fougueux  &  hors  de  lui-meme  il  eclatoit  par 
des  menaces  ;  il  fe  vantoit  d’avoir  des  moyens  furs  de 
parvenir  a  ce  qu’il  vouloit.  Si  peu  qu’on  parut  douter 
de  fes  moyens,  il  fe  hatoit  de  les  expliquer  inconfidere- 
ment,  &  le  fecret  le  plus  intime  echappoit  du  fond  de 
fon  coeur.  Semblable  a  un  vafe  precieux,  mais  fele, 
d’ou  s’ecoulent  toutes  les  liqueurs  les  plus  delicieufes,  le  - 
cceur  de  ce  grand  capitaine  ne  pouvoit  rien  garder. 

Lestraitres  corrompus  par  l’argent  d’Adrafte  ne  man- 
quoient  pas  de  fe  jouer  de  la  foiblefle  de  ces  deux  rois. 

Ils  flattoient  fans  cefle  Neftor  par  de  vaines  louanges  ; 
ils  lui  rappeloient  fes  vi&oires  pafiees,  admiroient  fa 
prevoyance,  ne  fe  lafloient  jamais  de  l’applaudir.  D’un 
autre  cote  ils  tendoient  des  pieges  continuels  a  l’humeur 
impatiente  de  Philc&ete,  ils  ne  lui  parloient  que  de  dif- 
flcultes,  de  contre-tems,  de  dangers,  d’inconveniens,  de 
fautes  irremediables.  Auflitot  que  ce  naturel  prompt 
etoit  enflame,  fa  fagefle  l’abandonnoit,  &  il  n’etoit  plus 
le  meme  homme. 

Telemaque  malgre  les  defauts  que  nous  avons  vus, 
etoit  bien  plus  prudent  pour  garder  un  fecret.  Il  y  etoit 
acccutume  par  fes  malheurs,  &  par  la  neceftite  oil  il 
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procured  intelligence  of  theirs.  He  had  marched  with 
incredible  expedition  round  an  almoft  inacceffible  moun¬ 
tain,  whofe  pafles  had  almoft  all  been  feized  by  the  al¬ 
lies.  Now  the  allies  being  in  poffeftion  of  thele  paffes 
thought  themfelves  perfectly  fafe,  and  even  fancied  that 
they  fhould  be  able  by  their  means  to  fall  upon  the  ene¬ 
my  on  the  other  fide  of  the  mountain,  when  fome  troops 
which  they  expedted,  were  arrived.  Adraftus,  who  was 
very  lavifh  of  his  money  in  order  to  get  intelligence  of 
his  enemies,  had  been  informed  of  their  refolution  ;  for 
■  Neftor  and  Philodtetes,  though  otherwife  very  wife  and 
experienced  commanders,  were  not  fufficiently  fecret  in 
their  enterprizes.  Neftor,  now  in  the  decline  of  life. 
Was  too  fond  of  relating  things  which  tended  to  his  own 
praife.  Philodtetes  was  naturally  lefs  talkative,  but  then 
he  was  fo  paftionate,  that  if  one  moved  his  hafty  temper 
ever  fo  little,  one  might  make  him  difcover  things  which 
he  had  refolved  to  conceal.  Artful  men  had  found  the 
key  to  his  heart,  .and  drew  from  it  the  moft  important 
fecrets.  They  needed  only  to  provoke  him  ;  being  then 
tranfported  and  befide  himfelf,  he  would  burft  out  into 
menaces,  and  vaunt  of  having  infallible  means  to  ac- 
complifh  his  deftgns  :  And  if  they  feemed  ever  fo  little 
doubtful  of  his  means,  he  would  immediately  be  #fo  in- 
confiderate  as  to  explain  them,  and  let  the  choiceft  fe¬ 
crets  flip  from  his  bofom.  Like  a  fine  but  cracked  veftel 
through  which  leak  all  the  moft  delicious  liquors,  the 
heart  of  this  great  commander  could  retain  nothing. 

Traitors,  corrupted  by  Aclaftrus’s  money,  did  not  fail 
to  make  their  advantage  of  the  foibles  of  thele  two 
princes.  They  were  continually  battering  Neftor  with 
empty  praifes  ;  they  reminded  him  of  his  paft  exploits, 
admired  his  forefight,  and  were  never  weary  of  applaud¬ 
ing  him.  On  the  other  fide,  they  were  perpetually  lay¬ 
ing  fnares  for  the  fiery  temper  of  Philoffetes,  and  talked 
to  him  of  nothing  but  difficulties,  accidents,  dangers, 
inconveniencies,  irretrievable  overfights  ;  for  as  foon  as 
his  warm  difpofition  took  fire,  his  wifdom  forfook  him, 
and  he  was  no  longer  the  fame  man. 

Telemachus,  notvvithftanding  the  failings  we  have 
taken  notice  of,  was  much  more  prudent  as  to  the  keep- 
ugi  of  a  fecret,  He  had  been  habituated  to  it  by  his 
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avoit  ete  des  Ion  enfance  de  fe  cacher  aux  amans  de  Pe¬ 
nelope.  II  favoit  taire  un  fecret  fans  dire  aucun  men- 
fono-e.  II  n’avoit  pas  meme  certain  air  refer  ve  &  myfte- 
rieax  qu’ont  d’ordinaire  les  gens  fecrets.  II  ne  paroif- 
foit  point  charge  du  fecret  qu’il  devoit  garder  :  on  le 
trouvoit  toujours  libre,  nature!,  ouvert,  comme  un  homme 
qui  a  fon  coeur  fur  fes  levres.  Mais  en  difant  tout  ce 
que  l’on  pouvoit  dire  fans  confluence,  il  favoit  s’arreter 
precifement  &  fans  affeftation  aux  chofes  qui  pouvoient 
donner  quelque  foupson,  &  entamer  fon  fecret.  Par-la 
fon  coeur  etoit  impenetrable  &  inacceffible  ;  fes  meilleurs 
amis  meme  ne  favoient  que  ce  qu’il  croyoit  utile  de  leur 
decouvrir  pour  en  tirer  de  fages  confeils,  &  il  n’y  avoit 
que  le  feul  Mentor  pour  lequel  il  n’avoit  aucune  referve. 
11  fe  confioit  a  d’autres  amis,  mais  a  divers  degres,  &  a 
proportion  de  ce  qu’il  avoit  eprouve  leur  amitie  &  leur 
fageffe. 


Telemaque  avoit  fouvent  remarque  que  les  refolutions. 
du  confeil  fe  repandoient  un  peu  trop  dans  le  camp.  Il 
en  avoit  averti  Neftor  &  Philoftete  :  mais  ces  deux 
hommes  li  experimentes  ne  firent  pas  afiez  d  attention, 
a  un  avis  fi  lalutaire.  La  vieillefle  n’a  plus  rien^de 
fouple,  la  longue  habitude  la  tient  comme  enchainee ; 
elle  n’a  plus  de  reffource  contre  fes  defauts.  Semblables; 
aux  arbres  dont  le  tronc  rude  &  noueux  s’eft  durci  par 
le  nombre  des  annees,  &  ne  peut  plus  fe  redreder,  les 
hommes  a  un  certain  age  jne  peuvent  prefque  plus  fe 
plier  eux-memes  contre  certaines  habitudes  qui  ont  vieilli 
avec  eux,  &  qui  font  entrees  jufques  dans  la  moelle  de 
leurs  os.  Souvent  ils  les  connoiiTent,  mais  trop  tard  ; 
ils  gemilfent  en  vain,  &  la  tendre  jeunefle  elt  le  feul 
age  ou  1’ homme  peut  encore  tout  fur  lui-meme  pour  fe. 


cornger.  ,  „  . 

11  y  avoit  dans  1’armee  un  Dolope  nomme  Eunmaque 

flatteur,  infinuant,  fachant  s’accommoder  a  tous  les 
oouts,  &  a  toutes  les  inclinations  des  princes  ;  inventif 
&  indullrieux  pour  trouver  de  nouveaux  moyens.de  leur 
plaire.  A  I’entendre  rien  n’etoit  jamais  difficile.  Lui 
demandoit-on  fon  avis  ?  il  devinoit  celui  qui  fercit  le 
plus  agreable.  Il  etoit  plaifant,  rarJleur^ contre  les  foU 
feles,  complaifant  pour  ceux  qu’il  craignoit,  habile  pour 
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misfortunes,  and  the  neceffity  he  had  been  under  from 
his  infancy  of  concealing  his  thoughts  from  Penelope's 
fuitors.  He  knew  to  keep  a  fecret  without  telling  an 
untruth.  And  then  he  had  not  that  referved  and  myfte- 
rious  air,  which  is  ufual  to  clofe  men  ;  he  never  feemed 
burdened  with  the  fecret  he  was  to  keep,  but  was  always 
free,  eafy,  open,  like  a  perfon  that  bears  his  heart  on 
his  lips.  But  though  he  faid  every  thing  that  could  be 
faid  without  any  ill  confequences,  yet  he  knew  to  hop 
precifely,  and  without  affectation,  at  the  tilings  which 
might  create  fufpicions,  or  furnifh  a  hint  to  difcover  his 
fecret.  Hereby  his  heart  was  impenetrable  and  inaccef- 
fible  ;  even  his  bell  friends  knew  nothing  but  what  he 
judged  proper  to  lay  before  them  for  their  advice,  and 
there  was  but  Mentor  alone  for  whom  he  had  no  referve. 
Pie  did  indeed  confide  in  others,  but  in  different  degrees, 
and  in  proportion  to  the  proofs  they  had  given  him  of 
their  friendffiip  and  difcretion. 

Telemachus  had  often  obferved  that  the  refolutions  of 
the  council  were  a  little  too  much  known  in  the  camp, 
and  had  advifed  Neftor  and  Philo&etes  of  it ;  but  they, 
though  men  of  great  experience,  did  not  fufficiently  at¬ 
tend"!  0  fo  ufeful  an  hint.  Old  age  is  not  at  all  pliable  ; 
inveterate  habits  bind  it  as  it  were  in  chains,  and  its 
failings  become  incurable.  Like  trees  whofe  rough  and 
knotty  trunks  are  hardened  by  length  of  time  and  can¬ 
not  be  ftraitened,  men  hardly  have  it  in  their  power  at  a 
certain  age  to  bend  themfelves  contrary  to  cufloms  which 
have  grown  old  with  them,  and  are  entered  into  the  very 
marrow  of  their  bones.  They  often  indeed  are  confci- 
ous  of  them  when  it  is  too  late  ;  they  bewail  them  in 
vain,  for  tender  youth  is  the  only  age  wherein  it  is  in  a 
man’s  power  to  correct  his  errors. 

There  was  in  the  army  a  certain  Dolopian,  whofe 
name  was  Eurymachus,  who  was  fawning,  infinuating, 
had  the  art  of  adapting  himfelf  to  all  the  taftes  and  in¬ 
clinations  of  the  princes,  and  was  ingenious  and  induf- 
trious  in  finding  out  new  ways  of  pleafmg  them.  When 
one  heard  him,  one  would  think  there  was  no  difficulty 
in  any  thing,  and  when  his  advice  was  alked,  he  was 
fare  to  hit  upon  that  which  was  molt  agreeable.  He  was 
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affaifonner  une  louange  delicate  qui  fut  bien  re$ue  des 
homines  les  plus  modeftes.  II  etoit  grave  avec  les 
graves,  enjouee  avec  ceux  qui  etoient  d’une  humeur 
enjouee.  II  ne  lux  coutoit  rien  de  prendre  toutes 
fortes  de  formes.  Les  hommes  finceres  &  vertueux 
qui  font  toujours  les  memes,  &  qui  s’afTujettiftent  aux 
regies  de  la  vertu,  ne  fauroient  jamais  etre  auffi  agre- 
ables  aux  princes  que  ceux  qui  flattent  leurs  paflions 
dominantes.  Eurimaque  favoit  la  guerre  ;  il  etoit  ca¬ 
pable  d'affaires,  c’etoit  un  aventurier  qui  s’etoit  donne 
a  Neffor,  &  qui  avoit  gagne  fa  confiance.  II  tiroit  du 
fond  de  fon  cceur,  un  peu  vain  &  fenffble  aux  louanges, 
tout  ce  qu’il  en  vouloit  favoir. 

Quoique  Philo&ete  ne  fe  confiat  point  a  lui,  la  colere 
&  l’impatience  fefoient  en  lui  ce  que  la  confiance  fefoit 
dans  Neffor.  Eurimaque  n’avoit  qu’a  le  contredire,  en 
Tirritant  il  decouvroit  tout.  Cet  homme  avoit  recu  de 
grandes  fommes  d’Adraffe  pour  lui  mander  tous  les  def- 
feins  des  allies.  Le  roi  des  Dauniens  avoit  dans  l’armee 
un  certain  nombre  de  transfuges  qui  devoient  Pun  apres 
l'autre  s’echapper  du  camp  des  allies,  &  retourner  au 
lien.  A  mefure  qu’il  y  avoit  quelque  affaire  importante 
a  faire  favoir  a  Adrafte,  Eurimaque  fefoit  partir  un  da 
ces  transfuges.  La  tromperie  ne  pouvoit  pas  etre  facile- 
ment  decouverte,  parce  que  ces  transfuges  ne  portoient 
point  de  lettres.  Si  on  les  furprenoit,  on  ne  trouvoit 
rien  qui  put  rendre  Eurimaque  fufpedt. 

Cependant  Adrafte  prevenoit  toutes  les  enterprifes  des 
allies.  A  peine  une  refolution  etoit-elle  prife  dans  le 
confeil,  que  les  Dauniens  fefoient  precifement  ce  qui 
etoit  neceftaire  pour  en  empecher  le  fucces.  Telemaque 
ne  fe  lafioit  point  d’en  chercher  la  caufe,  &  d’exciter  la 
defiance  de  Neffor  &  de  Philoflete  ;  mais  fon  loin  etoit 
inutile.  11s  etoient  aveugles. 

•  On  avoit  refolu  dans  le  confeil  d’attendre  les  troupes 
nombreufes  qui  devoient  arriver,  &  on  avoit  fait  avancer 
fecretement  pendant  la  nuit  cent  vaiffeaux  pour  conduire 
plus  promptement  6es  troupes  depuis  un  cote  de  la  mer 
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an  entertaining  fellow  ;  he  bantered  the  weak,  he  cringed 
to  thofe  of  whom  he  flood  in  awe,  and  fo  fkilfully  feafoned 
his  flattery,  that  it  was  grateful  to  the  moft  modeft'  ear  ; 
he  was  grave  with  the  grave,  and  merry  with  thofe  who 
were  merrily-inclined  ;  for  it  was  no  pain  to  him  to  af- 
fume  any  form  whatever.  Sincere  and  virtuous  men, 
who  are  always  the  fame,  and  who  fubjeft  themielves  to 
the  rules  of  virtue,  can  never  be  fo  agreeable  to  princes 
as  thofe  who  flatter  their  prevailing  pafiions.  Euryma- 
chus  underftood  war  ;  he  was  capable  of  buflnefs,  and 
had  in  order  to  make  his  fortune  attached  himfelf  to 
Neflor,  whofe  confidence  he  had  won,  and  from  whofe 
heart,  which  was  a  little  vain  and  fenfible  to  flattery,  he 
drew  every  thing  which  he  defired  to  know. 

Though  Philo&etes  did  not  make  him  his  confident, 
yet  the  fire  and  impatience  of  his  temper  had  the  fame 
effects  as  Neftor’s  confidence.  For  Eurymachus  needed 
only  to  contradict  and  provoke  him,  and  he  difcovered 
all.  This  fellow  had  received  large  fums  of  Adraftus, 
to  fend  him  intelligence  of  all  the  deiigns  of  the  allies. 
The  Daunian  king  had  feveral  deferters  in  their  army, 
who  were  to  make  their  efcape  one  after  another  from 
the  confederate  camp,  and  to  return  to  his.  When  there 
was  any  thing  of  importance  to  be  communicated  to 
Adraflus,  Eurymachus  ufed  to  difpatch  one  of  thefe  de¬ 
ferters.  The  treachery  could  not  eafily  be  difcovered  ; 
becaufe  as  they  never  carried  any  letters,  nothing  was 
found  upon  them  if  they  were  taken  that  could  render 
Eurymachus  fufpefted.  ■ 

Adraftus  therefore  conftantly  prevented  all  the  enter- 
prifes  of  the  allies  ’  a  refolution  was  hardly  taken  in  the 
council,  but  the  Daunians  did  precifely  what  vvas  ne- 
ceflary  to  hinder  its  fuccefs.  Telemachus  was  indefa¬ 
tigable  in  his  endeavours  to  find  out  the  caufe  of  this, 
and  to  excite  the  fufpicions  of  Neftor  and  PhiloCletes  ; 
but  his  cares  were  vain,  for  their  eye*  were  not  to  be 
opened. 

It  had  been  refolved  in  council  to  wait  for  a  large 
number  of  troops  which  were  to  arrive,  and  an  hundred 
fhips  had  been  fent  privately  by  night  to  tranlport  them 
the  more  expeditioufly  from  a  very  rugged  fea-coaft  to 

which 
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tres-rude  ou  elles  devoient  arriver,  jufqu’au  lieu  ou 
1’armee  campoit.  Cependant  on  le  croyoit  en  iurete, 
parce  qu’on  teneit  avec  des  troupes  les  detroits  de  la 
montagne  voifme,  qui  eft  une  cote  prefque  inacceftible 
de  rAppennin.  L’armee  etoit  campee  fur  les  bords  du 
fleuve  GaleTe,  aftez  pres  de  la  mer.  Cette  campagne 
delicieide  eft  abondante  en  paturages,  &  en  tous  les 
fruits  qui  peuvent  nourrir  une  armee.  Adrafte  etoit 
derriere  la  montagne,  &  on  comptoit  qu’il  ne  pouvoit 
pafter.  Mais  comme  il  fut  que  les  allies  etoient  encore 
foibles,  qu’il  leur  venoit  un  grand  fecours,  que  les  vaif- 
feaux  attendoient  des  troupes  qui  devoient  arriver,  & 
que  l’armee  etoit  divifee  par  la  querelle  de  Telemaqud 
avec  Phalante,  il  fe  hata  de  faire  un  grand  tour.  II 
vint  en  diligence  jour  &  nuit  lur  le  bord  de  la  mer,  & 
pafta  par  des  chemins  qu’on  avoit  tcujours  crus  abfo* 
lument  impraticables.  Ainft  la  hardiefte  &  le  travail 
furmontent  les  plus  grands  obftacles  ;  ainfi  il  n’y  a 
prefque  rien  d’impoftible  a  ceux  qui  favent  ofer  &  fouf- 
frir  ;  ainfi  ceux  qui  s’endorment,  comptant  que  les 
chofes  difficile s  font  impoffibles,  meritent  d’etre  furpris 
&  accables. 

Adrafte  furprit  au  point  du  jour  les  cent  vaifteaux  qui 
appartenoient  aux  allies.  Comme  ces  vaifteaux  etoient 
mal  gardes,  &  qu’on  ne  fe  defioit  de  rien,  il  s’en  faifit 
fans  refiftance.  Sc  s’en  fervit  pour  tranfporter  fes  troupes 
avec  une  incroyable  diligence  a  1’embouchure  du  Galefe  ; 
puis  il  remonta  tres-promptement  fur  les  bords  du  fleuve. 
Ceux  qui  etoient  dans  les  poftes  avances  autour  du  camp 
vers  la  riviere,  crurent  que  ces  vaifteaux  leur  amenoient 
les  troupes  qu’on  attendoit  ;  on  pouffa  d’abord  de  grands 
cris  de  joie.  Adrafte  &  fes  foldats  defcendirent  avant 
qu’on  put  les  reconnoitre.  Ils  t'ombent  fur  les  allies  qui 
ne  fe  defient  de  rien,  ils  les  trouvent  dans  un  camp  tout 
ouvert,  fans  ordre,  fans  chef,  fans  armes. 

Le  cote  du  camp  qu’il  attaqua  d’abord,  fut  celui  des 
Tarentins  oil  commandoit  Phalante.  Les  Dauniens  y 
entrerent  avec  tant  de  vigueur,  que  cette  jeuneffe  Lace- 
demonienne  etant  furprife  ne  put  reftfter.  Pendant 
qu’ils  cherchent  leurs  armes,  6c  qu’ils  s’embaraftent 


Book  XVI.  TELEMACHUS.  59 

which  they  were  to  come,  to  where  the  army  was  encamp¬ 
ed.  Mean  time  the  confederates  thought  themfelves  ie- 
cure,  becaufe  their  troops  were  in  poffeffion  of  the  ftraits 
of  the  neighbouring  mountain,  which  was  an  almoft  inac- 
ceffible  fide  of  the  Appennmes.  The  army  was  encamp¬ 
ed  on  the  banks  of  the  river  Ghlefus,  near  the  fea.  This 
delightful  country  abounds  in  pafturage,  and  in  all  things 
neceffary  to  the  fubfiftence  of  an  army.  Adraftus  was 
on  the  other  fide  of  the  mountain,  which  the  allies  be¬ 
lieved  it  was  impoffible  for  him  to  pafs.  But  as  he  knew 
they  were  yet  but  weak,  that  a  great  re-inforcement  was 
'  coming,  that  fhips  were  waiting  for  the  troops  which 
were  to  arrive,  and  that  the  army  was  divided  by  Tele- 
machus’s  quarrel  v/ith  Phalantus,  he  immediately  made 
a  large  circuit,  marching  night  and  day  along  the  fea- 
fnore,  and  going  through  ways  which  had  always  been 
deemed  absolutely  impaffable.  Thus  do  refolution  and 
labour  furmount  the  greateft  obftacles  ;  thus  is  there 
hardly  any  thing  impoffible  to  the  daring  and  the  patient 
of  fatigues  ;  and  thus  do  thofe  who  deep  and  magnify 
difficulties  into  impoffibilities,  deferve  to  be  furprifed 
_  and  oppreft. 

Adraffus  early  in  the  morning  furprifed  the  hundred 
fhips  which  belonged  to  the  allies'.  As  thefe  fhips  were 
ill-guarded  and  apprehenfive  of  nothing,  he  took  them 
without  refillance,  and  made  ufe  of  them  to  tranfport  his 
troops  with  incredible  difpatch  to  the  mouth  of  the  Ga-, 
lefus  ;  he  then  failed  very  expeditioufty  up  the  river. 
The  advanced  guards  of  the  confederate  camp  that  were 
ftationed  towards  the  river,  imagined  that  thefe  barks 
had  brought  them  the  troops  which  were  expected,  and 
immediately  fhouted  aloud  for  joy.  Adraftus  and  his 
foldiers  landed  before  they  could  be  known,  and  fall  upon 
the  allies,  who  apprehend  nothing  ;  as  they  are  fest- 
tered  up  and  down  in  an  open  camp,  unarmed,  and  with- 
put  a  commander. 

The  part  of  the  camp  which  Adraftus  firft  attacked, 
was  that  of  the  Tarentines,  where  Phalantus  commanded. 
The  Daunians  entered  it  with  fuch  vigour,  that  the  La¬ 
cedaemonian  youth  being  in  a  furprife,  could  not  refill 
them.  While  they  are  looking  for  their  arms,  and  hin¬ 
der 
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les  un  les  autres  dans  cette  confufion,  Adrafle  fait  met- 
tre  le  feu  au  camp.  Auflitot  la  flame  s’eleve  des  pavil¬ 
ions,  &  monte  jufqu’aux  nues  :  le  bruit  du  feu  eft  lem- 
blable  a  celui  d’un  torrent  qui  inonde  toute  une  cam- 
paene,  &  qui  entraine  par  fa  rapidite  les  grands  chenes 
avec  leurs  profondes  racines,  les  moiftons,  les  granges, 
les  e tables,  &  les  troupeaux.  Le  vent  pouffe  imp e- 
tueufement  la  flame  de  pavilion  en  pavilion,  &  bientot 
tout  le  camp  eft  comme  une  vieille  foret,  qu  une  etmcelle 

de  feu  a  embrafee.  .  N  , 

Phalante  qui  voit  le  peril  de  plus  pres  qu  un  autre,  ne 
pent  y  remedier.  II  comprend  que  toutes  fes  troupes 
vont  perir  dans  cet  incendie,  ft  on  ne  fc  hate  d  aban- 
donner  le  camp  :  mais  il  comprend  aufii  combien  le 
defordre  de  cette  retraite  eft  a  cramdre  devant  un  en- 
nemi  vi&orieux  ;  il  commence  a  faire  fortir  fa  jeuneffe 
Lacedemonienne  encore  a  demi  defarmee  :  mais  Adralte 
ne  les  laiffe  point  refpirer.  D’un  cote  une  troupe  d  ar¬ 
chers  adroits  perce  de  fleches  mnombrables  les  foldats 
de  Phalante  ;  de  l’autre  des  frondeurs  jetent  une  grele 
de  groffes  pierres.  Adrafte  lui-meme  1  epee  a  la  mam, 
marchant  a  la  tete  d’une  troupe  choifie  des  plus  mtre- 
pides  Dauniens,  pourfuit  a  la  lueur  du  feu  les  troupes 
qui  s’enfuyent.  Il  moifl'onne  par  le  fer  tranchant  tout 
ce  qui  a  echappe  au  feu  ;  il  nage  dans  le  fang  ;  il  ne 
peut  s’affouvir  de  carnage  :  les  lions  &  les  tygres  n  e- 
galent  point  fa  furie  quand  ils  egorgent  les  bergers  avec 
kurs  troupeaux.  Les  troupes  de  Phalante  fuccornbent 
&  le  courage  les  abandonne.  La  pale  mort  conduite  par 
une  furie  infernale,  dont  la  tete  eft  henffee  de  ferpens, 
g-lace  le  fang  de  leurs  veines ;  leurs  membres  engourdis 
fe  roidiffent,  &  leurs  genoux  chancelans  leur  otent  meme 

Pefperance  de  la  iuite.  ^ 

Phalante  a  qui  la  honte  &  le  delefpoir  donnent  encore 
un  relte  de  force  &  de  vigueur,  eleve  les  mams  &  les 
veux  vers  le  ciel  ;  il  voit  tomber  a  fes  Pieds  fon  fr“e 
Hippias  fous  les  coups  de  la  main  foudroyante  d  Adrafte. 
Hippias  etendu  par  terre  fe  roule  dans  la  poufliere  ;  un 
fane  noir  k  bouillonnant  fort  comme  un  jmffeau  de  la 
profonde  blefl'ure  qui  lui  traverfe  le  cote  ;  fes  yeux  fe 
ferment  a  la  lumiere,  fon  ame  furieufe  s  enfuit  avec  tout 
fon  fang.  Phalante  lui-meme  tout  couvert  du  lang  ae 
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der  each  other  in  their  confuiion,  Adraftus  orders  the 
camp  to  be  fired.  The  flames  inftantly  afcend  from  the 
tents,  and  reach  the  very  clouds  ;  roaring  like  a  deluge 
that  pours.over  a.  whole  country,  and  up-roots  and  bears 
away  by  its  rapidity  the  largeft  oaks,  the  corn,  barns, 
/tables,  flocks  and  herds.  The  wind  impetuoufly  drives 
the  fire  from  tent  to  tent,  and  the  whole  camp  inftantly 
refembles  an  old  dry  foreft,  which  a  Angle  fpark  has 
kindled  into  a  blaze. 

Phalantus,  though  he  has  the  neareft  view  of  the  dan¬ 
ger,  can  apply  no  remedy  to  it.  He  perceives  that  his 
tioops  will  all  perilh  in  the  flames,  if  they  do  not  im¬ 
mediately  abandon  the  camp  ;  but  he  perceives  alfo  how 
much  the  confufion  of  fuch  a  retreat  is  to  be  dreaded  be- 
a  victorious  enemy.  He  begins  however  to  draw 
off  his  half-armed  Lacedemonian  youth,  but  Adraftus 
ailows  them  no  time  to  breathe.  On  one  fide  a  band  of 
fialful  archers  gall  Phalantus ’s  foldiers  with  innumerable 
arrows,  and  /lingers  on  the  other  pour  a  flinty  fhower. 
Adraftus  him/elf,  marching  fword  in  hand  at  the  head 
of  a  chofen  band  of  the  raoft  intrepid  Haunians,  purfues 
the  fugitives  by  the  light  of  the  flames  ;  he  mows  down 
a  l  who  efcape  them  with  his  keen  fteel ;  he  fwims  in 
blood  ;  he  cannot  flake  his  thirft  of  /laughter  :  lions  and 
tigers  equal  not  his  fury  when  they  rend  the  /hepherds 
and.  their  flocks.  Phalantus ’s  troops  fink  before  him  ; 
their  courage  forfakes  them  ;  pale  death,  led  on  by  an 
infernal  fury  whofe  head  briftles  with  fnakes,  freezes  the 
Wood  m  their  veins  ;  their  benumbed  limbs  ftiffen,  and 
then:  fhivermg  knees  rob  them  even  of  the  hopes  of 
flight.  r 

Phalantus,  whom  fhame  and  de/pair  fiill  fupply  with 
fome  remains  of  ftrength  and  vigour,  lifting  up  his 
hands  and  eyes  to  heaven,  fees  his  brother  Hippias  fall 
at  his  feet,  beneath  the  blows  of  Adraftus’s  thunder- 
mg  hand.  Hippias  is  ftretched  on  the  earth,  and  rolls 
m  the  duft  ;  black  bubbling  gore  fpouts  like  a  torrent 
\romt.  ”*e  ^eeP  w°und  in  his  fide  ;  his  eyes  exclude 
the  light,  and  his  furious  foul  ifiues  out  with  his  blood. 

A  halantus  himfelf,  all  befmeared  with  his  brother’s  gore, 

and 
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fon  frere,  &  ne  pouvant  le  fecourir,  fe  voit  enveloppa 
par  une  jfoule  d’ennemis  qui  s’efforcent  de  le  renverfer. 
Son  bouclier  eft  perce  de  mille  traits.  II  eft  blefle  en 
plufieurs  endroits  de  Ton  corps  ;  il  ne  peut  plus  rallier 
fes  troupes  fugitives.  Les  Dieux  le  voyent,  &  ils  n’en 
ont  aucune  pitie. 
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and  unable  to  affift  him,  finds  himfelf  befet  with  a 
crowd  of  enemies  who  ftrive  to  fell  him  to  the  earth. 
His  lhield  is  pierced  with  a  thoufand  darts  ;  he  is 
wounded  in  feveral  parts  of  his  body,  and  cannot  rally 

his  flying  troops  :  The  Gods  fee,  but  do  not  vouchfafe 
him  their  pity. 


END  OF  THE  SIXTEENTH  BOOK. 
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s  O  M  M  AIR  E. 

Telhnaque  s' etant  reveiu  defes  armes  dtvnies,  court  auje- 
cours  de  Phalante,  rcnver/e  a  abord  Iphict.es  ft  s  d  sidrajn , 
repouffe  Vennemi  vulomux,  &  remporteroit  fur  hi  une 
<vicloire  complete,  ft  une  tempete  fur  tenant  ne  jefoit  fimr 
le  combat.  Enfuite  T 'eUmaque  fait  emporter  les  bleffes , 
prend  foin  ddeux,  fc?  principakment  de  Phalante.  11 
fait  Vhonneur  des  ob deques  de  Jon  frcre  Hippias,  aont 
■>  d  lui  <va  pref enter  les  cendres  quil  a  recueihies  dans  une 

urne  d’or. 


’ll!  PITER  an  milieu  de  toutes  les  Divinites  celeftes 
1  reo-ardoitdu  hauf.de  T-Olympece  carnage  des  allies. 
^  En  merae  terns  il  confultoit  les  immuables  Deiunees, 
&  voyoit  tous  les  chefs  dont  la  trame  devoit  ce  jour- la 
etre  tranchee  par  le  cifeau  de  la  Parque.  Chacun  des 
Dieux  etoit  attentif  pour  decouvnr  fur  levifage  de  Ju¬ 
nker  quelle  feroit  fa  volonte,  Mais  le  pere  des  Dieux 
&  des  hommes  leur  dit  d’une  voix  douce  &  majeftueuie  : 
Vous  voyez  en  quelle  extremite  font  reduits  les  alius, 
vous  voyez  Adrafte  qui  renverfe  tous  fey  ennemis  :  mats 
ce  fpeftacle  eft  bien  trompeur.  La  gloire  &  la  prolpe- 
rke  des  medians  eft  courte  ;  Adrafte  impie  &  odieux  par 
fa  mauvaife  foi  ne  remportera  point  une  entiere  vidtoire. 
Ce  malheur  n’arrive  aux  allies  que  pour  leur  apprendre 
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The  ARGUMENT. 

e  elemachus,  ciad  in  his  divine  armour,  runs  to  Phalattfus* $ 
cijjjiance,  kills  Iphicles  the  fon  of  Adrajlus ,  repidfes  the 
victorious  enemy,  and  s would  have  obtained  a  complcat 
victory  over  them,  ij  a  fid  den  form  had  not  put  an  end 
to  the  battle .  He  afterwards  orders  the  wounded  to  be 
carried  of ,  and  takes  care  of  them  himfelf,  particularly 
oj  P halantus .  He  celebrates  the  funeral  rites  of  his  bro- 
ther  Hippias ,  and  prejents  him  with  his  ajhes  which  he 
had  colle fled  together  in  a  golden  urn. 

JUPITER  in  the  midft  of  all  the  celefltial  Deities 
beheld  the  daughter  of  the  allies  fronj  the  top  of 
Olympus  ;  and  at  the  fame  time  confulting  the  im¬ 
mutable  Defames,  law  all  the  chiefs  whofe  thread  of  life 
was  that  day  to  be  cut  by  the  fatal  fciffars.  All  the  Im¬ 
mortals  looking  earnedly  upon  him  to  read  his  pleafure 
in  his  countenance,  the  father  of  Gods  and  men,  with  a, 
fweet  but  majefhck  voice,  faid  :  You  fee  to  what  an  ex¬ 
tremity  the  confederates  are  reduced,  you  fee  Adraftus 
overthrowing  his  enemies  ;  but  this  is  a  deceitful  fpec- 
tacle.  The  glory  and  profperity  of  the  wicked  is  fhort ; 
the  impious  Adraftus,  deteflible  for  his  perfidy,  final!  not 
obtain  a  compleat  victory.  This  calamity  befalls  the 
‘lilies  only  to  teach  them  to  correct  their  errors,  and  to 
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a  fe  corriger,  &  a  mieux  garder  le  lecret  dc  leurs  entre- 
p.  fes  lei  la  fage  Minerve  prepare  une  nouyelle  gloire 
r  bnieune  Telemaque,  done  die  fait  les  delices.  Alors 
Jupiter  ceffa  de  parlor.  Toms  les  Dieux  en  filcnce  con- 

“ct-dant^etr'r'FUibaote  furent  avert*  qu’une 
partie'du  camp  etoit  deja  brulde  ;  que  la  flame  pouflee 
par  les  vents  s’avan5oit  toujours  ;  que  leurs  troupes 
etoient  en  dbfordre,  &  que  Phalante  ne  pouvoit  plus  fou- 
tenir  les  efforts  des  ennemis.  A  peine  ces  .undies  p  - 
roles  frappent  leurs  oreilles.  qu’il.  content  aux  armes 
affemblen?  les  capitaines,  &  ordonnent  qu  on  le  hate  de 
fertir  du  camp  pour  evker  cet  incendie. 

TdemaqueP,  qui  etoit  abatin'*  inconfolable, onbl.e  fa 
douleur.  II  prend  les  armes,  don  prec.  ux  de  la  lage 
Minerve,  qui  paroiffant  fous  la  figure  de  Mentor,  fit 
Slant  de\sPavoir  re?ues  d’un  .exceed  =  de 
Salente,  mais  qui  les  avoit  fait  fame  a  \  ulcain  dans  les 
cavernes  fumantes  du  mont  Etna. 


Cos  armes  etoient  polies  cornme  nne  g.ace,  Sc  b.  il 
lames  comrae  les  rayons  du  fcleil.  On  y  voyoit  Nep¬ 
tune  &  Pallas  qui  difputoient  entre  eux  a  qui  auioit  la 
r-loire  de  donner  fon  nom  a  une  ville  naiflante.  Nep¬ 
tune  de  fon  trident  frappoit  la  terre,  &  on  en  voyoit 
forth  un  cheval  fougueux.  Le  feu  fortoit  de  fes  yen*. 
&  l’ecume  de  fa  bouche.  Ses  erms  flottoie.it  au  giedu 
vent  •  fes  iambes  fouples  &  nerveules  fe  replioient  avec 
iikur  &  legerete.  11  ne  matched  point  ;  ,1  iautoit  a 
force  de  reins,  mais  avec  tant  de  vitefle,  fju  il  ne  foi 
foit  aucune  trace  de  les  pas  :  on  crovoit  1  ent.ndr 

heDeri’autre  c6te  Minerve  donnoit  aux  habitans  de  fa 
nouvelle  ville  Volive.  fruit  de  l’»bre  qu’e He  avoit 
plante.  Le  ramcau  auquel  pendoit  fon  fmit,  r^Prtl® 
foit  la  douce  paix  avec  l’abondance,  preferable  aux 
troubles  de  la  cuerre,  dont  ce  cheval  etoit  .  image.  La 
Deeffe  demeuroit  viaorieufe  par  fes  dons  fimples  &  uti  es, 
&  la  fuperbe  Athenes  portoit  fon  nom. 

On  voyoit  auffi  Minerve  affemblant  autour  d  elle tons 
les  beaux  arts,  qui  dtoient  des  enfans ■  tendres s  & allies. 
Tls  fe  refugioient  autour  d’elle,  tot  epouvantes  des  fu- 
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keep  their  enterprises  more  Secret.  The  wife  Minerva 
is  now  preparing  frelh  glory  for  her  darling,  the  young 
Telemachus.  He  laid  :  and  ail  the  Gcds  continued  to 
view  the  combat  in  Silence. 

Mean  time  Ncftor  and  Philoftetcs  are  informed  that 
part  of  the  camp  is  already  burnt  ;  that  the  flames,  dri¬ 
ven  by  the  winds,  were  continually  Ipreading  ;  that  the 
troops  were  in  diforder,  and  that  Phalantus  could  no 
longer  fuflain  the  efforts  of  the  enemy.  Thefe  dreadful 
words  no  Sooner  Itrike  their  ears  but  they  run  to  arms, 
affe  ruble  the  officers,  and  order  them  to.- Fallen  out  of  the 
camp  to  efcape  the  flames. 

Telemachus,  who  was  dejcdled  and  inconfolable,  now 
forgets  his.  grief,  and  takes  his  arms,  the  ineltimable 
prelent  of  the  vvi.e  Minerva,  who  appearing  in  the  Shape 
of  Mentor,  pretended  that  lire  had  received  them  of  an 
excellent  artift  of  Salentum,  though  Ihe  had  in  reality 
prevailed  on  V  ulcan  to  make  them  in  the  finoaky  ca¬ 
verns  of  mount  ffBtna. 

Thefe  arms  were  Smooth  as  glafs,  and  glittered  like 
the  rays  of  the  fun.  On  the  Shield  were  leen  Neptune 
and  Pallas  contending  which  of  them  Should  have  the 
honour  of  giving  their  name  to  an  infant  city.  Neptune 
Struck  the  earth  with  his  trident,  and  one  beheld  a  furi¬ 
ous  ffeed  Springing  from  it.  Fire  darted  from  ids  eyes, 
and  foam  iffued  from  his  mouth.  His  mane  waved  with 
the  wind  ;  his  pliant  and  nervous  legs  moved  with  vi¬ 
gour  and  fwiftnefs.  He  did  not  walk  ;  he  bounded  by 
the  mere  Strength  of  his  loins,  but  with  Such  rapidity 
that  he  left  no  footfteps  behind  him  :  And  one  thought 
one  heard  him  neigh. 

In  another  part  was  Minerva  prefenting  olives,  the 
fruit  of  the  tree  of  her  own  planting,  to  the  inhabitants 
of  her  new  city.  The  bough  on  which  the  fruit  hung, 
was  an  emblem  of  gentle  peace  and  plenty,  preferable 
to  the  troubles  of  war,  off  which  the  horfe  was  a  Symbol. 
The  Goddefs  obtained  the  victory  by  her  plain  and  uie- 
ful  gifts,  and  fcately  Athens  bore  her  name. 

Minerva  was  alio  Seen  affernbling  around  her  all  the 
polite  arts,  which  were  reprefented  by  little  children 
with  wings.  Terrified  at  the  brutal  fury  of  all-d’eftroy- 
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reurs  brutales  de  Mars,  qui  ravage  tout,  comme^  les  a- 
gneaux  belans  fe  refugient  autour  de  leur  mere,  a  la  vue 
cPun  loup  aflame,  qui  d’une  gueule  beante  Sc  enflamee, 
s’elance  pour  les  devorer.  Minerve  d’un  vifage  de- 
claigneux  &  irrite,  confondcit  par  ^excellence  de  f'es 
ouvrages  la  folle  temerite  d’Arachne,  qui  avoit  ofe  dif- 
puter  avec  elle  pour  la  perfection  des  tapifferies.  On 
voyoit  cette  malheureufe,  dont  tous  les  membres  exte- 
nues  fe  defiguroient  &  fe  changeoient  en  araignee. 

Aupres  de  cet  endroit  paroifloit  encore  Minerve,  qui 
dans  la  guerre  des  geans,  fervoit  de  confeil  a  Jupiter 
meme,  Sc  foutenoit  tous  les  autres  Dieux  etonncs.  Elle 
etoit  auffi  reprefentee  avec  fa  lance  Sc  fon  Egide  fur  les 
lords  du  Xanthe  &  du  Simoi's,  menant  Ulyfie  par  la 
main,  ranimant  les  troupes  fugitives  des  Grecs,  foute- 
nant  les  efforts  des  plus  vaillans  capitaines  Troyens,  & 
du  redoubtable  Hedlor  meme.  Enfin,  introduifant  U- 
lyiTe  dans  cette  fatale  machine,  qui  devoit  en  une  feule 
nuit  renverfer  l’empire  de  Priam. 

D’un  autre  cote  le  bouclier  reprefentoit  Ceres  dans  les 
fertiles  campagnes  d’Enna  qui  font  au  milieu  de  la  Si- 
cile.  On  voyoit  la  Deeffe  qui  raffembloit  les  peuples 
epars  9a  Sc  la,  cherchans  leur  nourriture  par  la  chafle, 
ou  cueillans  les  fruits  fauvages  qui  tomboient  des  arbrcs. 
Elle  montroit  a  ces  liommes  grofliers  1’art  d’adoucir  la 
terre,  &  de  tirer  de  fon  fein  fecond  leur  nourriture. 
Elle  leur  prefentoit  une  cliarrue,  &  y  fefoit  atteler  des 
boeufs.  On  voyoit  la  terre  s’ouvrir  en  fillons  par  le 
tranchant  de  la  charrue  ;  puis  on  appercevoit  les  moii- 
fons  dorees  qui  couvroient  ces  fertiles  campagnes.  Le 
moiffonneur  avec  fa  faux  coupoit  les  doux  fruits  de  la, 
terre.  Sc  fe  payoit  de  toutes  fes  peines.  Le  fer  deiline 
aillcurs  a  tout  detruire,  ne  paroiffoit  employe  en  ce  lieu 
qu’a  preparer  l’abondance,  &  a  faire  naitre  tous  les 
plaifirs. 

Les  nymphes  couronnees  de  fleurs  danfoient  enfemble 
dans  une  prairie  fur  le  bord  d’une  riviere  aupres  a  un 
bocage.  Pan  jouoit  de  la  flute  :  les  Faunes  &  les  Sa- 
tyres  folatres  fautoient  dans  un  coin.  Bacchus  y  paroil- 
foit  auiii  couronne  de  lierre,  appuye  d’une  main  fur  fon 
tliyrfe,  &  tenant  de  P  autre  une  vigne  ornee  de  pampres, 
&  de  pi  ulieura -grape  s  de  ratlins.  C’etcit  une  beaute 
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ing  Mars,  they  fled  to  her  for  fhelter,  as  bleating  lamb¬ 
kins  fly  for  refuge  to  their  dams  at  the  fight  of  a  raven¬ 
ous  wolf,  that  darts  with  extended  flaming  jaws  to  de¬ 
vour  them.  Minerva,  with  a  difdainful  and  angry 
countenance  was  alfo  coufounding  by  the  excellence  of 
her  works,  the  fooliih  temerity  of  Arachne,  who  pre¬ 
fumed  to  vie  with,  her  as  to  the  perfection  of  her  tapeflry. 
One  faw  the  wretch’s  leflening  limbs  lofing  their  form, 
and  changing  into  thofe  of  a  ipider. 

Near  this  part  Minerva  appeared  again,  giving  advice 
to  Jupiter  himfelf  in  the  war  of  the  giants,  and  luftain- 
ing  all  the  other  affrighted  Deities.  She  was  alfo  re- 
prefented  with  her  lance  and  ./Egis  on  the  banks  of  Xan- 
thus  and  Simois,  leading  Ulyfles  by  the  hand,  reviving 
the  courage  of  the  flying  Greeks,  and  withflanding  the 
efforts  of  the  moil  valiant  Trojan  commanders  and  of 
the  formidable  HeClor  himfelf ;  and  laflly,  introducing 
Ulyfles  into  the  fatal  machine  which  was  in  a  Angle  night 
to  fubvert  the  empire  of  Priam. 

Another  part  of  the  fhield  reprefented  Ceres  in  the 
fruitful  fields  of  Enna,  in  the  midfl:  of  Sicily.  The 
Goddefs  was  aflembling  the  inhabitants  together,  who 
were  fcattered  up  and  down,  and  lived  by  hunting  or 
picking  up  the  wild  fruits  that  dropped  from  the  trees. 
She  taught  thefe  rude  mortals  the  art  of  manuring  the 
earth,  and  of  extracting  their  food  out  of  her  fertile  bo- 
fbm  ;  fne  prefented  them  with  a  plough,  and  taught 
them  to  yoke  the  oxen  to  it.  One  might  fee  tire  earth 
parting  into  furrows  by  means  of  the  fharp-edged  fhare  ; 
and  then  one  beheld  the  golden  harvefis  which  hid  the 
fruitful  fields.  The  reaper  with  his  fickle  was  cutting 
down  the  kindly  fruits  of  the  earth,  and  paying  himfelf 
for  all  his  toils.  Iron,  elfewhere  ail  infirument  to  de- 
ftroy,  was  here  ufed  but  to  procure  a  plenty,  and  to  give 
birth  to  every  kind  of  plealure. 

¥  X  #  . 

The  nymphs,  with  wreaths  of  flowers  on  their  heads, 
were  dancing  together,  near  a  grove  in  a  meadow,  on 
the  banks  of  a  river.  Pan  was  playing  on  his  pipe  ;  and 
the  Fauns  and  wanton  Satyrs  were  frifking  together  in  a 
corner.  Bacchus,  crowned  with  ivy,  was  likewife  there, 
leaning  one  hand  on  his  Thyrius,  and  holding  in  the 
other  a  vine  adorned  with  leafy  branches  and  cl  uftering 
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molle,  avec  je  ne  fais  quoi  de  noble,  de  pafiionne  &  de 
languiffant.  II  etoit  tel  qu’il  parut  a  la  malheureufe 
Ariadne,  lorfqu’il  la  trouva  feule,  abandonnee,  &  abi- 
mee  dans  la  douleur  fur  un  rivage  inconnu. 

Enfin  on  voyoit  de  toutes  parts  un  peuple  nombreux ; 
des  vieillards  qui  alloient  porter  dans  les  temples  les 
premices  de  leurs  fruits  ;  de  jeunes  hommes  qui  reve- 
noient  vers  leurs  epoufes,  laftes  du  travail  de  la  journee. 
Les  femmes  alloient  au-devant  d’eux,  menant  par  la 
main  leurs  petits  enfans  qu’elles  careffoient.  On  voyoit 
auffi  des  bergers  qui  paroiffoient  chanter,  &  quelques- 
uns  danfoient  au  fon  du  chalumeau.  Tout  reprefentoit  la 
paix,  l’abondance  &  les  delices  :  tout  paroilfoit  riant  & 
heureux.  On  voyoit  meme  dans  les  paturages  les  loups 
fe  jouer  au  mijieu  des  moutons.  Le  lion  &  le  tigre  a- 
yant  quitte  leur  ferocite,  paifloient  avec  les  tendres  a- 
gneaux.  Un  petit  berger  les  menoit  enfemble  fous  fa 
lioulette,  &  cette  aimable  peinture  rappeloit  tous  les 
charmes  de  Page  d’or. 

Telemaque  s’etant  revetu  de  ces  armes  divines,  au 
lieu  de  prendre  fon  bouclier  ordinaire,  prit  la  terrible 
Egide  que  Minerve  lui  avoit  envoyee,  en  la  confiant  a 
Iris  promote  meffagere  des  Dieux.  Iris  lui  avoit  enleve 
fon  bouclier  fans  qu’il  s’en  appe^ut,  &  lui  avoit  donne 
en  la  place  cette  Egide  redoutable  aux  Dieux  memes. 

En  cet  etat,  il  court  hors  du  camp  pour  en  eviter  les 
flames  ;  il  appele  a  lui  d’une  voix  forte  tous  les  chefs  de 
i’armee  ;  &  cette  voix  ranime  deja  tous  les  allies  eper- 
dus.  Un  feu  divin  etincelle  dans  les  yeux  du  jeune 
guerrier.  il  paroit  toujours  doux,  toujours  libre  &  tran- 
quile,  toujours  applique  a  donner  des  ordres,  comme 
pourroit  faire  un  fage  vieillard  attentif  a  regler  fa  fa- 
mille,  &  a  inftruire  fes  enfans.  Mais  il  eft  prompt  & 
rapide  dans  1’ execution  :  femblable  a  nn  fleuve  impetu- 
eux,  qui  non  feulement  roule  avec  precipitation  fes  flots 
ecumeux,  mais  qui  entraine  encore  dans  fa  courfe  les 
plus  pefans  yaifteaux  dont  il  eft  charge. 

Philoftete,  Nellor,  &  les  chefs  des  Manduriens  &  des 
autres  nations  fentent  dans  le  fils  d’Ulyffe  je  ne  fais 
quelle  autorite,  a  laquelle  il  faut  que  tout  cede.  L’ex- 
perience  des  vieillards  leur  manque,  le  conleil  Si  la  fa- 
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grapes.  His  beauty  was  effeminate,  but  blended  with  I 
know  not  what  of  noble,  of  amorous,  and  languiffiing. 
He  looked  as  when  he  appeared  to  the  unhappy  Ariad¬ 
ne,  when  he  found  her  folitary,  forfaken,  overwhelmed 
with  borrow  on  an  unknown  fhore. 

To  conclude,  in  all  parts  were  been  multitudes  of  peo¬ 
ple  ;  old  men  bearing  their  firft  fruits  to  the  temples  ; 
young  men  tired  with  the  toils  of  the  day,  returning 
home  to  their  wives  ;  their  wives  going  to  meet  them, 
fondling  their  little  children,  and  leading  them  by  the 
hand.  There  were  alfo  fhepherds  that  feemed  to  ffng, 
and  others  to  dance  to  the  found  of  their  reeds.  Every 
thing  was  an  image  of  peace,  plenty,  and  pleafure  ;  e- 
very  thing  feemed  fmiling  and  happy  Nay,  the  very 
wolves  were  fporting  among  the  fheep  in  their  paffures  ; 
and  the  lion  and  the  tyger  having  quitted  their  fferce- 
nefs,  were  feeding  with  tender  lambkins  :  A  child  was 
their  fhepherd,  and  he  governed  them  all  with  his  crook. 
This  delightful  picture  put  one  in  mind  of  all  the  charms 
of  the  golden  age. 

Telemachus  beine:  clad  in  this  celeftia!  armour,  in- 
dead  of  taking  his  own  fhield,  takes  the  terrible  AEgisy 
which  Minerva  had  bent  him  by  Iris,  the  fwift  meffenger 
of  the  Gods.  Iris  had  taken  away  his  own  fhield  without 
his  perceiving  it,  and  had  given  him  the  AEgis,  dreadful 
even  to  the  Gods  themfelves,  in  lie  ad  of  it. 

Thus  armed,  he  runs  out  of  the  camp  to  avoid  the 
fames,  and  calls  all  the  chiefs  of  tire  army  to  him  with 
a  ffrong  voice,  which  inftantly  revives  all  the  terrified 
allies.  Celeffial  fire  fparkles  in  the  eyes  of  the  youth¬ 
ful  warrior.  He  all  the  while  feems  as  calm,  as  free  and 
compofed,  as  diligent  in  ifluing  out  his  orders,  as  a  wife 
fenior  could  who  is  intent  on  the  regulation  of  his  fami¬ 
ly,  and  the  inftruftion  of  his  children ;  but  then  he  is  as 
rapid  and  violent  in  the  execution,  as  an  impetuous  ri¬ 
ver,  which  not  only  rolls  its  foamy  waves  with  rapidity, 
but  alfo  bears  away  with  its  torrent  the  heavieff  veffcis 
with  which  it  is  loaded. 

Philo&etes,  Neflor,  and  the  chiefs  of  the  Mandurians 
and  of  the  other  nations  perceived  that  the  bon  of  Uiyf- 
fes  had  I  know  not  what  of  authority,  to  which  they  were 
forced  to  fubmit.  The  experience  of  the  feniors  fails 
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geiTe  font  otes  a  tous  les  commandans  ;  la  jaloufie  meme 
fi  natarelle  aux  homines  s’eteint  dans  tous  les  cceurs  ; 
tous  fe  taifent,  tous  admirent  Telemaque,  tous  fe  tan¬ 
gent  pour  lui  obeir  fans  y  faire  de  reflexion,  &  comme 
s’ils  y  euflent  ete  accoutumes.  II  s’avance  &  monte  fur 
une  colline,  d’ou  il  obferve  la  difpofition  des'  ennemis. 
Puis  tout-a-coup  il  juge  qu’il  faut  fe  hater  de  les^fur- 
prendre  dans  le  defordre  cu  ils  fe  font  mis,  en  brulant 
le  camp  des  allies.  Il  fait  le  tour  en  diligence,  &  tous 
les  capitaines  les  plus  experimentes  le  fuivent.  Il  at- 
taque  les  Dauniens  par  derriere,  dans  un  tems^  ou  ils 
croyoient  l’armee  des  allies  envelopee  dans  les  flames  de 
l’embrafement.  Cette  furprife  les  trouble  ;  ils  tombent 
{bus  la  main  de  Telemaque,  comme  les  feuilles  dans  les 
derniers  jours  de  1’automne  tombent  des  forets,  quand 
un  fler  Aquilon  ramenant  Phiver,  fait  gemir  les  troncs 
des  vieux  arbres,  '&  en  agite  toutes  les  branches.  La 
terre  elt.  couverte  des  hommes  que  Teiemaque  renverie. 
De  fon  dard  il  perce  le  cceur  d’lphicles,  le  plus  jeune 
des  entans  d’Adrafte.  Celui-ci  oia  fe  prefenter  contre 
lui  au  combat  pour  fauver  la  vie  de  fon  pere,  qui  penfa 
etre  furpris  par  Telemaque.  Le  fils  d’Ulyfle  &  Iphi- 
cles  etoient  tous  deux  beaux,  vigoureux,  pleins  a’adrefle 
&  de  courage,  de  la  meme  taille,  de  la  meme  douceur, 
du  meme  age,  tous  deux  cheris  de  leurs  parens :  mais 
Jphicles  etoit  comme  une  fieur  qui  s’epanouit  dans  un 
champ,  qui  doit  etre  coupee  par  le  tranchant  de  la  faux 
du  mmffonneur.  Enfuite  Telemaque  renverfe  Eupho- 
rion,  le  plus  celebre  de  tous  les  Lydiens  venus  en  E- 
trurie.  Enfin  fon  glaive  perce  Cleomenes  nouveau  ma¬ 
ria,  qui  avoit  promis  a  ion  epoufe  de  lui  porter  les  ri¬ 
ches  depouilles  des  ennemis,  mais  qui  ne  devoit  jamais 
la  revoir. 

Adrafle  fremit  de  rage  voyant  la  mort  de  fon  fils, 
celle  du  plufieurs  capitaines,  &  la  viftoire  qui  echappe 
de  fes  mains.  Phalante  prefque  abattu  a  fes  pieds  ell 
comme  une  viflime  a  demi  egorgee  qui  fe  derobe ^au 
couteau  iacre,  &  qui  s’enfuit  loin  de  1  autel.  Il  ne  xal- 
ioit  plus  a  Adrafle  qu’un  moment  pour  achever  la  perte 
du  Lacedemonien. 

Phalante  noye  dans  fon  fang,  &  dans  celui  des  foldats 

qui 
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them  ;  eounfel  and  wifdom  forfake  all  the  commanders ; 
nay,  jealouly  itfelf,  lo  natural  to  man,  is  extinguifhed 
in  every  heart ;  all  are  filent,  all  admire  Telemachus, 
all  wait  for  his  commands,  without  refledling  on  what 
they  do,  and  as  if  they  had  been  ufed  to  do  it.  He  ad¬ 
vances  and  afccnds  an  eminence ;  and  from  thence  ob- 
ferving  the  poflure  of  the  enemy,  he  inflantly  judges  that 
it  is  neceiTary  to  ufe  the  utmoft  aifpatch  to  furprife  them 
in  the  diforder  into  which  they  had  put  themfelves  by 
burning  the  confederate  camp.  He  fetches  a  compafs 
with  great  expedition,  followed  by  all  the  moil  experi¬ 
enced  commanders,  and  falls  upon  the  Daunians  in  the 
rear,  at  a  time  when  they  thought  that  the  army  of  the 
allies  was  involved  in  the  flames.  The  Daunians  are 
difordered  by  this  fudden  attack,  and  fall  beneath  Tele- 
xnachus’s  hands,  as  leaves  in  the  clofe  of  autumn  in  the 
forells,  when  the  boiflerous  north  wind,  bringing  back 
the  winter,  makes  the  trunks  of  the  old  trees  groan,  and  . 
violently  fhakes  all  the  branches.  The  earth  is  Are  wed 
•with  men  flain  by  Telemachus.  With  his  javelin  he  pierces 
the  heart  of  Iphicles,  the  youngefl  of  Adraftus’s  children, 
who  prefumed  to  engage  him,  in  order  to  fave  his  fa¬ 
ther’s  life,  who  was  in  danger  of  being  killed  by  Telc- 
machus.  The  fon  of  Ulyfles  and  Iphicles  Were  both  < 
handfome,  vigorous,  expert  and  brave,  of  the  fame  fea¬ 
ture,  of  the  fame  fweet  difpofltion,  of  the  fame  age,  and 
both  alike  dear  to  their  parents  ;  but  Iphicles  refembled 
a  flower  in  the  fields,  which  blooms  and  is  cut  down  by 
the  fey  the  of  the  mower,  Telemachus  then  kills  Eu- 
phorion,  the  moft  renowned  of  all  the  Lydians  that  came 
into  Hetruria.  His  fvvord  afterwards  flays  Cleomenes, 
who  was  lately  married,  and  had  promifed  his  bride  to 
bring  her  the  rich  fpoils  of  the  enemy ;  but  he  was  ne~ 
ver  to  fee  her  again. 

Adraflus  quivers  with  rage  when  he  fees  that  his  fon 
and  feveral  of  his  commanders  are  dead,  and  that  vic¬ 
tory  is  flipping  out  of  his  hands.  Phalantus,  juft  ready  ■ 
to  fink  at  his  feet,  looks  like  a  half-flam  vidim,  that  i 
ftarts  from  the  facred  knife,  and  flies  away  from  the  al¬ 
tar.  A  moment  more  had  been  fufheient  for  Adraflus  to 
have  compleated  the  Lacedaemonian’s  deftrudion.' 

Phalantus  drowned  in  his  own  blood  and  in  that  of 
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qui  comEattent  avec  lui,  entend  les  cris  de  Telemaque 
qui  s’avance  pour  le  fecourir.  En  ce  moment  la  vie  lui 
eft  rendue  ;  le  nuage  qui  couvroit  deja  fes  yeux  fe  dif- 
ftpe.  Les  Dauniens  ientant  cette  attaque  imprevue,  a- 
bandonnent  Phalante  pour  aller  repouiTer  un  plus  dan- 
gereux  ennemi.  Adrafte  eft  tel  qu’un  tygre,  a  qui  des 
bergers  alTembles  arrachent  la  proie  qu’il  etoit  pret  a 
devorer.  Telemaque  le  cherche  dans  la  melee,  &  vein 
finir  tout-a-coup  la  guerre,  en  delivrant  les  allies  de 
leur  implacable  ennemi  ;  mais  Jupiter  ne  vouloit  pas 
donner  au  fils  d’Ulyfte  une  vidtoire  ft  ,prompte  &  ft 
facile.  Minerve  merne  vouloit  qu’il  eut  a  fouftrir  des 
maux  plus  longs,  pour  mieux  apprendre  a  gouverner  les 
hcmmes. 

L’impie  Adrafte  fut  done  conferve  par  le  pere  des 
Dieux,  afin  que  Telemaque  eut  le  terns  d’acquerir  plus 
de  gloire  &  plus  de  vertu.  Un  image  epnis  que  Jupiter 
aflembla  dans  les  airs,  fauva  les  Dauniens  ;  un  tonnerre 
eftroyable  declara  la  volonte  des  Dieux.  On  auroit  cru 
que  les  voutes  eternelles  du  haut  Olympe  alloient  s’e- 
crouler  fur  les  tetes  des  foibles  mortels  ;  les  eclairs  fen- 
doient  la  nue  de  1’un  a  l’autre  pole  ;  &  dans  le  moment 
ou  ils  eblouift'oient  les  yeux  par  leurs  feux  per9ans,  on 
retomboit  dans  les  afireufes  tenebres  de  la  nuit.  Une 
piuie  abondante  qui  tomba  dans  rinftant,  fervit  encore 
a  leparer  les  deux  armees. 

Adrafte  profita  du  fecours  des  Dieux,  fans  etre  touche 
de  leur  pouvoir,  &  merita  par  cette  ingratitude  d’etre 
referve  a  une  plus  cruelle  vengeance.  11  ie  hata-de  faire 
pafter  fes  troupes  entre  le  camp  a  demi  bride.  Sc  un 
marais  qui  s’etendoit  jufqu’a  la  riviere  ;  il  le  fit  avec 
tant  d’induftrie  Sc  de  promptitude,  que  cette  retraite 
montra  combien  il  avoit  de  reiTources  S;  de  prefence  d5- 
efprit.  Les  allies  animes  par  Telemaque,  vouloient  ie 
pouriuivre  ;  mais  a  la  favour  de  cet  orage  il  leur  echap- 
pa,  comme  un  oifeau  d’une  aile  legere  echappe  aux  filets 
des  thafieurs. 

Les  allies  ne  fongerent  plus  qu’a  rentrer  dans  leur 
t'an.p,  Sc  a  reparer  leur  perte.  En  y  rentrant,  ils  vi- 
xent  ce  que  la  guerre  a  de  plus  lamentable  ;  les  malades 
&  les  bleftes  manquant  de  forces  pour  fe  trainer  hors  des 
tentes,  n’avoient  pu  fe  garantir  du  feu.  Ils  paroiffoient 
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thofe  who  fought  around  him,  hears  the  lTiouts  of  Tele- 
machus  coming  to  his  relief.  The  fame  inftant  life  re¬ 
turns,  and  the  cloud  which  had  already  overlpread  his 
eyes,  dilperfes.  The  Daunians  perceiving  this  unex¬ 
pected  attack,  leave  Phalantus  to  repulfe  a  more  dan¬ 
gerous  enemy.  Adrallus  refembles  a  tyger,  from  whom 
a  company  of  fhepherds  fnatch  the  prey  he  was  going  to 
devour.  Telemachus  feeks  him  in  the  throng,  being 
defirous  to  end  the  war  at  once  by  delivering  the  allies 
from  their  implacable  enemy  ;  but  Jupiter  would  not 
grant  the  fon  of  Ulyffes  fo  quick  and  eafy  a  victory. 
Nay,  Minerva  herfelf  was  willing  that  he  lhould  fuffer  ' 
mere  hardfnips,  that  he  might  be  the  better  qualified  to 
govern. 

The  impious  Adraftus  was  preferved  therefore  by  the 
father  of  the  gods,  that  Telemachus  might  have  time  to 
acquire  more  glory  and  virtue.  A  thick  cloud  which 
Jupiter  formed  in  the  air,  faved  the  Daunians ;  dread¬ 
ful  thunder  fpoke  the  will  of  the  gods.  One  would  have 
thought  that  the  eternal  vaults  of  high  Olympus  were 
going  to  break  down  on  the  heads  of  feeble  mortals  ; 
lightnings  cleft  the  clouds  from  pole  to  pole,  and  the 
eye  was  fcarcely  dazzled  by  their  piercing  fires,  but  all 
was  wrapt  again  in  the  moil  hideous  midnight  darknefs. 
A  lluicy  lhower  which  fell  at  the  fame  time,  contributed 
likewife  to  part  the  two  armies. 

Adraftus  made  his  advantage  of  the  fuecour  of  the 
gods  without  being  duly  fenfible  of  their  power,  and  by 
this  ingratitude  merited  to  he  referred  for  a  feverer  ven- 
geance.  He  immediately  marched  his  army  between  the 
half-burnt  camp,  and  a  morafs  which,  reached  quite  to 
the  river  ;  and  this  he  did  with  fuch  dexterity  and  dif- 
patch,  that  his  retreat  was  a  proof  of  his  readinds  at 
expedients,  and  of  his  prefence  of  mind.  The  allies, 
{’purred  on  by  Telemachus,  were  eager  to  purfue  him  ; 
but  by  the  favour  of  the  fiorm  lie  efcaped  from  them,  as 
a  fwift-winged  bird  efcapes  from  the  nets  of  the  fowler. 

The  allies  now  return  to  their  camp,  and  think  only 
of  repairing  their  lofs.  As  they  entered  it,  they  beheld 
the  moil  lamentable  effeCts  ol  war  ;  the  fick  and  the 
wounded,  wanting  flrength  to  crawl  out  of  their  tents, 
had  not  been  able  to  fave  themfelves  from  the  flames : 

They 
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a  demi  brules,  pouffant  vers  le  del  d’uhe  voix  plaintive 
&  mourante  des  cris  douloureux.  Le  cceur  de  Tele¬ 
maque  en  Tut  perce,  il  ne  put  retenir  fes  larmes  ;  il  de- 
tourna  plufieurs  fois  fes  yeux,  etant  faifl  d’horreur  &  de 
compaffion  :  il  ne  pouvoit  voir  Ians  fremir  ces  corps  en¬ 
core  vivans,  &  devoues  a  une  longue  &  cruelle  mort  :• 
ils  paroiffoient  femblables  a  la  chair  des  vi&imes  qu’on 
a  brulees  fur  les  autels,  &  dont  1’odeur  fe  repand  de  tous 
cotes. 

Helas !  s’ecrioit  Telemaque,  voila  done  les  maux  que 
la  guerre  entraine  apres  elle  !  Quelle  fureur  aveugle 
pouffe  les  malheureux  mortels  ?  Ils  out  fi  pen  de  jours  a 
vivre  fur  la  terre,  ces  jours  font  fi  milerables  !  pourquoi 
precipiter  une  mort  deja  fi  prochaine  ?  Pourquoi  ajouter 
taut  de  uefolations  affreufes  a  Earner turne  dont  les  Dieux 
ont  rempli  cette  vie  fi  courts  ?  Les  hommes  font  tous 
Teres,  &  ils  s’entredechirent  !  Les  betes  farouches  font 
moms  cruelles  qu’eux.  Les  lions  ne  font  point  la  guerre 
aux  lions,  ni  les  tygres  aux  tygres  ;  ils  n’attaquent  que 
les  animaux  d’efpece  differente.  Ii’homme  feul,  rnal- 
gre  fa  raifon,  fait  ce  que  les  animaux  fans  raifon  ne  fi- 
rent  jamais.  Mais  encore  pourquoi  ces  guerres  ?  N’y 
a-t-il  pas  affez  de  terre  dans  Punivers  pour  en  donner 
a  tous  les  hommes  plus  qu’ils  n ’en  peuvent  cultiver  ? 
Combien  y  a-t-il  de  terres  defertes  ?  Le  genre  humain 
ne  fauroit  les  remplir.  Quoi  done  !  une  fauffe  gloire, 
un  vain  titre  de  conquerant,  qu’un  prince  veut  acquerir, 
allume  la  guerre  dans  des  pays  immenfes  1  Ainfi  un  feul 
homme  donne  au  monde  par  la  colere  des  Dieux,  en  fa- 
crifie  brutalement  tant  d’autres  a  fa  vanite.  Il  faut  que 
tout  periffe,  que  tout  nage  dans  le  fang,  que  tout  foit 
devore  par  les  flames  ;  que  tout  ce  qui  echappe  au  fer  & 
au  feu,  ne  puiffe  echapper  a  la  faim  encore  plus  cruelle ; 
afin  que  cet  homme,  qui  fe  joue  de  la  nature  humaine 
entiere,  trouve  dans  cette  defirudtion  generale  fon  plaiflr 
&  fa  gloire.  Quelle  gloire  monffreufe  !  Peut-on  trop 
abhorrer  &  trop  meprifer  des  hommes  qui  ont  tellement 
oublie  Phumanite  ?  Non,  non,  bien  loin  d’etre  des  de- 
mi-Dieux,  ce  ne  font  pas  me  me  des  hommes  ;  ils  doi- 
vent  etre  meme  en  execration  dans  tous  les  fiecles,  dont 
ils  ont  cru  etre  admires.  Oh  !  que  les  rois  doivent  bien 
prendre  'garde  aux  guerres  qu’ils  entreprennent !  Elies 
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They  Teemed  half  burnt,  and  with  a  doleful  dying  voice 
fent  up  bitter  cries  to  heaven,  which  pierced  the  very 
foul  of  Telemachus.  He  could  not  retain  his  tears  ;  he 
often  turned  away  his  eyes  through  horror  and  compaf- 
fion,  nor  could  without  ihuddering  behold  their  bodies, 
though  full  alive,  devoted  to  a  lingering  and  painful 
death,  and  looking  like  the  fleih  of  victims  that  has 
been  burnt  on  the  altars,  and  diffufes  a  fmell  all  a- 
round. 

Alas  i  cried  Telemachus  ;  lo  !  the  evils  which  war 
draws  after  it  !  How  blind  a  fury  poffeffes  wretched 
mortals !  They  have  but  a  few  days  to  live  on  the  earth, 
and  thofe  are  days  of  forrow  ;  why  then  will  they  quick¬ 
en  the  pace  of  death,  which  is  already  fo  near  ?  Why 
will  they  add  fo  many  (hocking  evils  to  the  bitternels 
with  which  the  gods  have  crouded  their  fpan  of  life  ? 
Men  are  all  brothers,  and  yet  they  tear  each  other  in 
pieces.  Savage  brutes  are  lefs  cruel  than  they  :  Lions 
make  not  war  upon  lions,  nor  tygers  upon  tygers  ;  they 
attack  but  animals'  of  a  different  ipecies.  Man  only, 
notwithilanding  his  reafon,  does  what  creatures  void  of 
reafon  never  did.  And  then  why  thefe  wars  ?  Are  there 
not  lands  enough  in  the  world  to  fupply  all  men  with 
more  than  they  can  cultivate  ?  What  a  wafte  of  defolate 
trails  which  mankind  can  never  hock  with  inhabitants  ! 
What  then  !  Does  ambition,  a  prince’s  aiming  at  the 
vain  title  of  a  conqueror,  kindle  wars  in  countries  dif¬ 
fidently  large  ?  Yes,  a  fingle  perfon,  fent  into  the  world 
by  the  gods  in  their  wrath,  brutally  facrifices  millions  to 
his  vanity.  Every  thing  mull;  be  dellroyed  ;  every  thing 
muff  fwim  in  blood;  every  thing  muff,  be  involved  in 
flames,  that  what-efcapes  the  fword  and  fire,  may  periffi 
by  famine  Hill  more  cruel  than  they;  and  all  this,  that 
a  fingle  man,  who  mocks  at  human  nature,  may  gratify 
his  humour  and  ambition  in  this  general  devaftation. 
What  a  monftrous  kind  of  vanity  !  Can  one  too  much 
deteff  and  defpife  men  who  have  thus  far  forgotten  hu¬ 
manity  ?  No,  no,  inltead  of  being  demi-gods,  they  are 
not  fo  much  as  men,  and  ought  to  be  had  in  execration 


in  all  the  ages  by  which  they  hoped  to  be  admired.  Oh! 
how  cautious  ought  kings  to  be  with  refpeft  to  the  wars 
they  undertake  1  Their  wars  ought  to  be  juff  ;  nay  more. 
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doivent  etre  julles ;  ce  n’eft  pas  aflez,  il  faut  qu  elles 
foient  neceflaires  pour  le  bien  public.  Le  iang  du  peu- 
ple  ne  doit  etre  verfe  que  pour  fauver  ce  meme  peuple 
dans  les  befoins  extremes.  Mais  les  conleils  flaneurs, 
les  fauffes  idees  de  gloire,  les  vaines  jaloufies,  l’injufte 
avidite,  qui  le  couvre  de  beaux  prctextes,  enfin  les  en.- 
gagemens  infeilflbles  entrainent  prefque  toujours  les  rois 
dans  des  guerres  qui  les  rendent  malheureux,  ou  ils  ha- 
zardent  tout  fans  necefiite,  &  ou  ils  font  autant  de  mal 
£  leurs  fujets  qu’a  leurs  ennemis.  Ainfi  raifonnoit  Te- 

lemaque.  .  ,  , 

Mais  il  ne  fe  contentoit  pas  de  depiorer  les  rnaux  de 

la  guerre  ;  il  tachoit  de  les  adoucir.  On  le  voyoit  aller 
dans  les  tentcs  fecourir  lui  meme  les  malades  &  les  mou- 
rans  ;  il  leur  donnoit  de  P  argent  &  des  remedesp  il  les 
confoloit  &  les  encourageoit  par  des  diicours  pleins  d’a- 
mitie,  &  envoyoit  vifiter  ceux  qu’il  ne  peuvoit  vifiter 

lui-meme.  .  .  , 

Parmi  les  Cretois  qui  etoient  avec  lui,  lly  avoit  deux 

vieillards,  dont  Pun  fe  nommoit  Traumaphile,  &  Pautre 
Nozophuge.  Traumaphile  avoit  ete  au  fiege  de  Troye 
avec  ldomenee,  &  avoit  appris  des  enfans  d’Efculape 
Part  divin  de  guerir  les  plaies.  Il  repandoit  dans  les 
bleflures  les  plus  profondes  &  les  plus  envenimees,  une 
liqueur  odoriterante,  qui  confumoit  les  chairs  mortes  & 
corrompues,  fans  avoir  befoin  de  faire  aucune  incifion,  8s 
qui  formoit  prcmptement  de  nouvelles  chairs  plus  fames 
&  plus  belies  que  les  premieres.  _  Pour  Nozophuge,  il 
n’avoit  jamais  vu  les  enfans  d’Efculape  ;  mais  il  avoit 
eu  par  le  moyen  de  Merion,  une  livre  lacre  Sc  myflerL- 
eux  qu’Efculape  avoit  donne  a  fes  enfans.  D’ailkurs 
Nozophuge  etoit  ami  des  Dieux ;  il  avoit  compofe  des 
h^mnes  en  Phonneur  des  enfans  de  Latone  5  rl  crlron 
tous  les  jours  le  facrifice  d’une  brebis  blanche  &  fans 
tache  a  Apollon,  par  lequel  il  etoit  fouvent  inlpire.  A 
peine  avoit-il  vu  un  malade,  qu  il  ccnnoinoit  a  les  y eux, 
a  la  couleur  de  fon  teint,  a  la  conformity  de  fon  corps, 
&  a  fa  refpiration,  la  caule  de  fa  maladie.  Tantot  il 
donnoit  des  remedes  qui  fefoient  fuer,  &  il  rnontroif  par 
le  fucces  des  fucurs,  combien  3a  tranfpiration  faciiitec 
ou  diminuee,  deconcerte  ou  retablit  toute  la  machine  du 
corps.  Tantot  il  donnoit  pour  les  maux  de  langueur, 
r  certains. 
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they  ought  to  be  neceflary  for  the  public  weal.  The 
blood  of  the  people  ought  not  to  be  lhed  but  to  fave  the 
people  themfelves  in  cafes  of  extremity.  But  flattering 
counfels,  falfe  notions  of  glory,  groundlefs  jealoufies, 
unbounded  avarice,  hid  under  fair  difguifes,  in  fhort 
imperceptible  motives,  almoft  always  hurry  kings  into 
wars  which  render  them  miferable,  which  tempt  them 
needlefsly  to  rilk  their  all,  and  prove  as  fatal  to  their 
own  fubjedts  as  their  enemies.  Thus  reafoned  Tele- 
machus. 

But  he  did  not  fatisfy  himfelf  with  deploring  the  evils 
of  war  ;  he  endeavoured  to  foften  them.  He  went  him¬ 
felf  into  the  tents,  to  relieve  the  fick  and  the  dying  ;  he 
gave  them  money  and  medicines  ;  he  comforted  and  en¬ 
couraged  them  by  friendly  difcourfes,  and  fent  others  to 
viflt  thofe  he  could  not  viflt  himfelf. 

There  were  among  the  Cretans  that  accompanied 
him,  two  old  men  whofe  names  were  Traumaphilus  and 
Nozophugus.  Traumaphilus  had  been  at  the  liege  of 
Troy  with  Idomeneus,  and  had  learnt  the  divine  art  of 
healing  wounds  of  ATculapius’s  fons.  He  ufed  to  pour 
into  the  deepeft  and  molt  envenomed  a  certain  odorous 
liquid  which  eat  away  the  dead  and  mortified  flefh  lo 
that  there  was  no  need  of  incilion,  and  quickly  formed 
new  flefh,  which  was  founder  and  of  a  better  colour 
than  the  former.  As  for  Nozophugus,  he  had  never 
feen  the  fons  of  Asfculapius,  but  had  by  means  of  Me¬ 
rlon  been  polfefied  of  a  facred  and  myflerious  book 
which  Atfculapius  had  given  his  fons.  Beiides,  Nozo¬ 
phugus  was  beloved  of  the  Gods  ;  he  had  compoled 
hymns  in  honour  of  Latona’s  children,  and  daily  iacri- 
ficed  a  white  Iheep  without  blemilh  to  Apollo,  by  whom 
he  was  often  jnfpired  ;  he  no  fooner  law  a  fick  perlon  but 
he  knew  the  caufe  of  his  malady  by  his  eyes,  his  com¬ 
pletion,  the  conformation  of  his  body,  and  his  manner 
of  breathing-.  Sometimes  he  adminiftered  fudorificks,  and 
(hewed  by  the  fuccefs  of  fweating,  how  much  the  open¬ 
ing  or  lliutting  of  the  pores  contributes  to  the  diiorder 
or  refloration  of  the  whole  bodily  machine.  Sometimes 
in  lingering  diilempers  he  gave  certain  draughts,  which 

gradually 
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certains  breuvages  qui  fortifioient  peu  a  peu  les  parties 
nobles,  &  qui  rajeuniftoient  les  hommes  en  adouciftant 
leur  fang.  Mais  il  afturoit  que  c’etoit  faute  de  vertu  & 
de  courage,  que  les  hommes  avoient  ft  fouvent  befoin  de 
la  medecine.  C’eft  une  honte,  difoit-il,  pour  les  hom¬ 
mes,  qu’ils  ayent  tant  de  maladies ;  car  les  bonnes  mceurs 
produifent  la  fante.  Leur  intemperance,  difoit-il  en¬ 
core,  change  en  poifons  mortels  les  alimens  deftines  a 
conferver  la  vie.  Les  plaifirs  pris  fans  moderation,  a- 
bregent  plus  les  jours  des  hommes,  que  les  remedes  ne 
peuvent  les  prolonger.  Les  pauvres  lont  moins  fouvent 
malades  faute  de  nourriture,  que  les  riches  ne  le  devi- 
ennent  pour  en  prendre  trop.  Les  alimens  qui  flattent 
trop  le  gout  &  qui  font  manger  au-dela  du  beioin,  em- 
poifonnent  au  lieu  de  nourrir.  Les  remedes  font  eux- 
memes  de  veritables  maux  qui  ruinent  la  nature,  &  dont 
il  ne  faut  fe  fervir  que  dans  les  preffans  befoins.  Le 
grand  remede  qui  eft  toujours  innocent,  &  toujours  d’um 
ufage  utile,  c’eft  la  fobriete,  c’eft  la  temperance  dans 
tous  les  plaifirs,  c’eft  la  tranquilite  de  l’efprit,  ce’ft  l’~ 
exercice  du  corps.  Par-la  on  fait  un  fang  doux  &  tern- 
pere,  &  on  diftipe  toutes  les  humeurs  fuperflues.  Ainft 
le  fage  Nozophuge  etoit  moins  admirable  par  fes  reme¬ 
des,  que  par  le  regime  qu’il  confeilloit  pour  prevenir  les 
maux.  Sc  pour  rendre  les  remedes  inutiles. 

Ces  deux  hommes  furent  envoyes  par  Telemaque,. 
pour  viftter  tous  les  malades  de  Parmee  ;  ils  en  gueri- 
rent  beauccup  par  leurs  remedes,  mais  ils  en  guerirent 
bien  d’avantage  par  le  foin  qu’ils  prirent  pour  les  faire 
fervir  a  propos ;  car  ils  s’appliquoient  a  les  tenir  pro- 
prement,  a  empecher  le  mauvais  air  par  cette  proprete, 
a  leur  faire  garder  un  regime  de  fobriete  exabte  dans 
leur  convalescence. 

Tous  I  s  foldats  touches  de  fes  fecours  rendoient  gra¬ 
ces  aux  Dieux  d’avoir  envoye  Telemaque  dans  l’armee 
des  allies.  Ce  n’eft  pas  un  homme,  difoient-ils  ;  c’eft 
fans  doute  quelque  Divinite  bienfeiante  fous  une  ngure 
humaine.  Du  moins  ft  c’eft  un  homme,  il  reftemble 
moins  au  reite  des  hommes  qu'aux  Dieux,  ii  n  eft  fur  la 
terre  que  pour  faire  du  bien.  Il  eft  encore  plus  aima- 
ble  par  fa  douceur  &  par  fa  bonte  que  par  fa  valour.  O 
ft  nous  pouvions  l’avoir  pour  roi  mais  les  Dieux  le  re- 
*  fervent 
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gradually  {Lengthened  the  noble  parts,  and  renewed 
men’s  vigour  by  fweetening  their  blood.  But  he  uled 
to  declare  that  it  was  through  a  want  of  virtue  and  refo- 
lution,  that  men  fo  often  needed  phyfick.  It  is  a  fhame 
to  mankind,  faid  lie,  that  they  fhould  have  fuch  a  mul¬ 
titude  of  maladies  ;  for  found  morals  are  productive  of 
health.  Their  intemperance  converts  into  deadly  poi- 
fons  the  aliments  which  are  defigned  to  preferve  their 
lives.  Immoderate  pleafures  fhorten  men’s  days  more 
than  medicines  can  lengthen  them.  The  poor  are  iel- 
domer  dck  for  want  of  food,  than  the  rich  are  by  eating 
too  much.  Aliments  which  are  too  grateful  to  the  pa¬ 
late,  and  caufe  men  to  eat  more  than  is  needful,  poifon 
indead  of  nourifhing.  Medicines  themfelves  are  real 
evils  which  ruin  the  conftitution,  and  ihould  never  be 
ufed  but  on  urgent  occafions.  The  grand  medicine, 
which  is  always  innocent  and  always  ufeful,  is  fobriety, 
moderation  in  all  forts  of  pleafures,  tranquility  of  mind, 
and  bodily  exercife.  Thereby  is  generated  a  fweet  and 
well-tempered  blood,  and  redundant  humours  are  difii- 
pated.  Thus  was  the  wife  Nozophugus  Id's  admirable 
on  account  of  his  cures,  than  on  account  of  the  regimen 
he  prefcribed  to  prevent  difeales,  and  to  render  medi¬ 
cines  ufelefs. 

V- 

Thefe  two  men  being  fent  by  Telemachus  to  vifit  all 
the  fick  in  the  army,  cured  many  by  their  medicines, 
but  more  by  the  care  they  took  to  have  them  well  looked 
after  ;  for  they  made  it  their  bufmefs  to  keep  them 
clean,  in  order  to  prevent  any  umvholefome  air,  and  to 
make  them  obferve  a  fober  and  regular  diet  during  their 
recovery. 

All  the  foldiers  moved  by  thefe  benefits,  rendered 
thanks  to  the  Gods  for  having  fent  Telemachus  into  the 
confederate  army.  He  is  net  a  man,  faid  they  ;  he  is 
undoubtedly  fome  beneficent  Deity  in  an  human  fhape  : 
At  lead  if  he  be  a  man,  he  refembles  the  red  of  man¬ 
kind  lefs  than  he  does  the  Gods  ;  he  is  come  into  the 
world  only  to  do  good,  and  is  more  amiable  for  the 
fweet neis  of  his  temper  and  his  humanity  than  for  his 
valour.  Oh  !  that  we  could  have  him  for  our  king  ! 

bu; 
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fervent  pour  quelque  peuple  plus  heureux,  qu’ils  cherif- 
fent,  &  chez  lequcl  ils  veulent  renouveler  1’age  d’or. 

Telemaque,  pendant  qu’il  allolt  la  nuit  vifiter  les 
quartiers  du  camp  par  precaution  contre  les  rules  d’A- 
drafte,  entendoit  ces  louanges  qui  n’etoient  point  fuf- 
peftcs  de  flatterie,  comme  celles  que  les  flatteurs  don- 
nent  fouvent  en  face  aux  princes,  fuppofant  qu’ils  n’ont 
lii  modefiie,  ni  delicatelle,  &  qu’il  n’y  a  qu;a  les  leuer 
fans  me  lure  pour  s’emparer  de  leur  faveur.  Le  fils  d’-. 
Ulylfe  ne  pouvoit  gouter  que  ce  qui  etoit  vrai.  11  ne 
ponvoit  fouffrir  d’autres  louanges  que  celles  qu’on  lui 
donnoit  en  fecret  loin  de  lui,  &  qu’il  avoit  veritable- 
ment  meritees.  Son  cosur  n’etoit  pas  infenfible  a  celles- 
la  ;  il  fentoit  cc  plaifir  fi  doux  Sc  fi  pur,  que  les  Pieux 
ont  attache  a  la  feule  vertu,  Sc  que  les  mechans,  faute  de 
1 ’avoir  eprcuve,  ne  peuvent  ni  corcevoir,  ni  croire  : 
mais  il  ne  s’abandonnoit  point  a  ce  plaifir.  Auffitot  re- 
venoient  en  foule  dans  fon  eiprit  toutes  les  fautes  qu  il 
avoit  faites  ;  il  n’cublioit  point  fa  hauteur  naturelle  & 
fon  indifference  pour  les  homines  ;  il  avoit  une  honte  fe- 
crete  d’etre  ne  fi  dur.  Sc  de  paroitre  fi  inhumain  ;  il  ren- 
voyoit  a  la  fage  Minerve  toute  la  gloire  qu’on  luj  don- 
noit,  &  qu’il  lie  croyoit  pas  meriter. 

C’eft  vous,  difoit-il,  6  grande  Peelfe,  qui  m’avez 
donne  Mentor  pour  m’inftruire,  &  pour  corriger  moti 
mauvais  naturel.  C’eft  vous  qui  me  donnez  la  fageffe 
de  profiter  de  mes  fautes  pour  me  defier  de  moi-meme  ; 
c’ell  vous  qui  retenez  mes  paffions  impetueufes  ;  c’eft 
vous  qui  me  faites  fentir  le  plaifir  de  foulager  les  mai- 
heureux  ;  Ians  vous  je  lerois  hai,  Sc  digne  de  1  etre  j 
fans  vous  je  ferois  des  fautes  irreparables ;  je  ferois  com- 
nie  un  enfant  qui  ne  fentant  pas  fa  foiblefife,  quitte  la 
mere  &  tombe  des  le  premier  pas. 

Neitor  &  Philo&ete  etoient  etonnes  de  voir  Telema¬ 
que  devenu  li  doux,  fi  attentif  a  obliger  les  homines,  fi 
officieux,  fi  fecourable,  fi  ingenieux  pour  prevenir  to  us 
les  befoins  ;  ils  ne  lavoient  que  croire  ;  ils  ne  reconnoif- 
foient  plus  en  lui  le  meme  hemme.  Ce  qui  les  furprit 
davantage,  fut  le  foin  qu’il  prit  des  funerailles  d  Hip- 

pias.  li  alia  lui-meme  rctirer  fon  corps  fanglant  &  de- 
r  figure 
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but  the  Gods  referve  him  for  fome  happier  people  whom 
they  love,  and.  among  whom  they  deiign  to  renew  the 

golden  age. 

Telemachus  as  he  went  in  the  night  to  vifit  the  feve- 
ral  quarters  of  the  camp  by  way  of  precaution  againit 
any  ffratagems  of  Adraiiius,  heard  thefe  prail'es,  which 
could  not  be  lufpe&ed  of  adulation,  like  thofe  which  flat¬ 
terers  often  beitow  on  princes  to  their  faces,  fuppofmg 
that  they  have  neither  modefty  nor  delicacy,  and  that  no¬ 
thing  is  neceffary  to  gain  their  favour  but  to  praife  them 
beyond  meafure.  The  ion  of  Ulyffes  could  relifh  no¬ 
thing  but  truth  ;  he  could  bear  no .  commendations  but 
thole  which  were  privately  given  him  in  his  abfence, 
and  he  had  really  deferved.  To  fuch  his  heart  was  not 
infenfible  ;  he  felt  that  fweet  that  pure  delight  which 
the  Gods  have  annexed  to  virtue  only,  and  which  ill 
men,  for  want  of  having  experienced  it,  can  neither 
comprehend  nor  believe  :  but  he  did  not  indulge  him- 
felf  in  this  pleafure.  All  the  faults  he  had  committed 
would  prefently  crowd  into  his  mind  ;  he  forgot  not  his 
natural  haughtinefs  and  indifference  for  mankind  ;  he  was 
fecretly  afhamed  of  being  born  with  fo  hard  a  heart,  and 
of  appearing  fo  inhuman  ;  he  referred  to  the  wife  Mi¬ 
nerva  all  the  glory  which  was  given  him,  thinking  that 
he  himlelf  did  not  deferve  it. 

It  was  you,  great  Goddefs,  faid  he,  who  gave  me 
Mentor  to  inltruct  me,  and  to  redtify  my  evil  difpofi- 
tion  ;  it  is  you  who  give  me  the  wifdom  to  improve  by 
my  faults,  and  to  be  diffident  of  myfelf ;  it  is  you  who 
check  my  impetuous  pallions  ;  it  is  you  who  make  me 
fenfible  of  the  pleafure  of  relieving  the  diftreit ;  but  for 
you,  I  fhould  be  hated,  and  deferve  to  be  fo  ;  but  for 
►you,  I  fhould  commit  irreparable  errors,  and  be  like  a 
child,  that,  unconfcious  of  its  weaknefs,  quits  its  mo¬ 
ther,  and  falls  the  very  fir  ft  flep  it  takes. 

Neflor  and  Philodletes  were  furprifed  to  fee  Telema¬ 
chus  become  fo  humane,  fo  careful  to  oblige,  fo  offi¬ 
cious,  fo  ready  to  relieve  the  wants  of  all,  and  fo  fkilful 
and  induftrious  to  prevent  them  ;  they  perceived  him  to 
be  quite  another  man,  but  knew  not  how  to  account  for 
it.  What  furprifed  them  yet  more,  was  the  care  he 
took  of  Hippias’s  funeral.  He  went  himfelf  to  fetch  his 

bloody 
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figure  de  l’endroit  ou  il  etoit  cache  fous  un  monceau  de 
corps  morts  ;  il  verfafur  lui  des  larmes  pieufes  ;  il  dit : 
O  grande  ombre!  tu  le  fais  maintenant,  combien  j’ai 
eilime  ta  valeur.  Il  eft  vrai  que  ta  fierte  m ’avoir  irrite, 
mais  tes  defauts  venoient  d’une  jeuneffe  ardente.  Je 
Pais  combien  cet  age  a  befoin  qu’on  lui  pardonne.  Nous 
eliffions  dans  la  fuite  ete  fincerement  unis.  J’avois  tort 
de  mon  cote.  O  Dieux  !  pourquoi  me  le  ravir,  avant 
que  j’aye  pu  le  forcer  de  m’aimer  ? 


Enfuite  Tdlemaque  fit  laver  le  corps  dans  Ies  liqueurs 
cdoriferantes  ;  puis  on  prepara  par  fon  ordre  un  bucher. 
Les  grands  pins  gemiflans  fous  les  coups  des  baches  tcm- 
bent  en  roulant  du  haut  des  montagnes.  Les  chenes, 
ces  vieux  enfans  de  la  terre,  qui  fembloient  menacer  le 
ciel,  les  hauts  peupliers,  les  ormeaux,  dont  les  tetes  font 
fi  vertes  Sc  fi  ornees  d’un  epais  feuillage,  les  hetres  qui 
font  l’honneur  des  forets,  viennent  tomber  fur^  le  bord 
du  fteuve  Galefe.  La  s’eleve  avec  ordre  un  bucher  qui 
reffemble  a  un  batiment  regulier,  la  flame  commence  a 
paroitre,  un  tourbilion  de  fumee  monte  jufnu’au  ciel.  Les 
Lacedemoniens  s’avancent  d’un  pas  lent  Sc  lugubre ,  tenant 
leurs  piques  renverlees  Sc  leurs  yeux  bailies  :  la  douleur 
amere  eft  peinte  fur  ces  vilages  farouches,  Sc  les  larmes 
coulcnt  abondamment.  Puis  on  voyoit  venir  Pherecyde, 
vieillard  moins  abattu  par  le  nombre  des  annees,  que 
par  la  douleur  de  furvivre  a  Hippias,  qu’ii  avoit.  fev  e 
depuis  fon  enfance.  11  levoit  vers  le  ciel  les  mains.,  & 
fes  yeux  noyes  de  larmes.  .Depuis  la  mort  d'Hippias  il 
refufoit  toute  nourriture  ;  le  doux  fommeil  n’avoit  pu 
appefantir  fes  paupieres,  ni  iulpendre  un  moment  la 
cuifante  peine  :  il  marchoit  d’un  pas  tremblant,  fuivant 
la  foule.  Sc  ne  fachant  oil  il  alloit.  Nulle  parole  ne  for- 
toit  de  fa  bouche,  car  fon  coeur  etoit  trop  ferre  :  c’etoit 
un  fllence  de  defefpoir  &  d’abattement.  Mais  quand  il 
vit  le  bucher  aliume,  il  parut  tout  a  coup  turieux.  Sc  il 
s’ecria. 

O  Hippias,  Hippias  !  Je  ne  te  verrai  .plus  ;  Hippias 
n’eft  plus,  &  je  vis  encore  !  O  mon  cher  Hippias  !  C’eft 
moi  cruel,  moi  impitoyabie,  qui  t’ai  appns  a  mepriler 
la  mort.  Je  croyois  que  tes  mains  fermeroient  mes 

veux.  Sc  que  tu  recueillcrois  mon  dernier  loupir.  O 
;  Dieux 
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bloody  and  disfigured  body  from  the  place  where  it  was 
buried  under  an  heap  of  dead  ;  he  fhed  pious  tears  over 
it,  andfaid,  O  mighty  fhade,  thou  now  knoweft  how  much 
I  edeem.  thy  valour.  Thy  haughtinefs  indeed  provoked 
me,  but  thy  failings  proceeded  only  from  the  warmth 
of  youth.  I  well  know  how  much  need  that  age  has  of 
pardon.  We  Ihould  hereafter  have  been  fincere  friends. 
1  alfo  was  in  the  wrong.  Why,  ye  Gods  !  have  you  ra- 
viflied  him  from  me,  before  it  was  in  my  power  to  force 
him  to  love  me  ? 

Telemachus  afterwards  caufed  his  body  to  be  wafhed 
with  odorous  liquors,  and  then  ordered  a  funeral  pyre  to 
be  prepared.  Lofty  pines  groaning  beneath  the  drokes 
of.the  axe,  roll  from  the  tops  of  the  mountains.  Oaks, 
thofe  aged  fons  of  earth,  that  feemed  to  menace  heaven, 
tall  poplars,  elms  with  verdant  heads  and  thick  leaved 
branches,  and  beeches,  the  honour  of  the  woods,  are 
brought  and  laid  upon  the  banks  of  the  river  Galefus. 
There  a  pile,  refembling  a  regular  building,  is  eredled  ; 
the  flame  begins  to  appear,  and  curling  clouds  of  fmoke 
aicend  to  the  fkies.  The  Lacedaemonians  advanced  with 
flow  and  mournful  fleps,  with  downcad  eyes  and  pikes 
inverted  ;  the  deeped  fadnefs  is  imprinted  on  their  wild 
faces,  and  floods  of  tears  dream  from  their  eyes.  Next 
them  came  the  aged  Pherecides,  lefs  bowed  down  by  his 
numerous  years  than  by  the  grief  of  furviving  Hippias, 
whom  he  had  brought  up  from  his  infancy.  Pie  lifted 
up  his  hands  and  his  tearful  eyes  to  heaven.  Since  Plip- 
•pias’s  death  he  had  refufed  all  manner  of  fudenance  ; 
gentle  fleep  had  not  been  able  to  weigh  down  his  eye¬ 
lids,  nor  to  fufpend  his  anguifh  a  moment  :  he  walked 
with  tottering  iteps  behind  the  crowd,  unknowing  whi¬ 
ther  he  went.  Not  a  Angle  word  proceeded  from  his 
mouth,  for  his  heart  was  too  much  opprefl  ;  he  was 
fpeechlefs  through  grief  and  defpair.  But  when  he  faw 
the  kindling  pyre,  he  was  indantly  tranfported,  and 
cried  out, 

O  Hippias,  Hippias !  I  fhall  never  fee  thee  more  !  Hip¬ 
pias  is  no  more,  and  yet  I  dill  live  !  O  my  deared 
Hippias  !  It  was  I,  a  cruel  mercilefs  wretch  !  it  was  I 
taught  thee  to  defpife  death.  I  hoped  thy  hands  would 
have  clofed  my  eyes,  and  that  thou  woulded  have  catched 


my 
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Dieux  cruels  !  vous  prolongez  ma  vie  pour  me  faire  voir 
celle  d’Hippias  !  O  cher  enfant  que  j’ai  nourn,  &  qui 
m’a  coute  tant  de  foins,  je  ne  te  verrai  plus  ;  mais  je 
verrai  ta  mere  qui  mourra  de  trifteffe  en  me  reprochant 
ta  mort  ;  ie  verrai  ta  jeune  epoufe  frappant  fa  poitrme, 
arrachant  fes  cheveux,  &  j’en  lerai  caufe.  O  chere  om¬ 
bre  '  appele-moi  fur  les  rives  du  Styx  ;  la  lumiere  m  eft 
odieufe  ;  c’eft  toi  feul,  mon  cher  Hippias,  que  je  veux 
revoir.  Hippias,  Hippias!  O  mon  cher  Hippias  !  je 
ne  vis  encore  que  pour  rendre  a  tes  cendres  le  dernier 

Cependant  on  voyoit  le  corps  du  jeune  Hippias  etendu 
ou’on  portoit  dans  un  cercueil  orne  de  pourpre,  d  or  & 
d’argent.  La  mort  qui  avoit  eteint  ies  yeux,  n  avoit 
pu  effacer  toute  fa  beaute,  &  les  graces  etoient  encore  a 
demi-peintes  fur  fon  vifage  pale.  On  voyoit  hotter  au- 
tour  de  fon  cou  plus  blanc  que  U  neige  mais  panche 
fur  l’epaule,  fes  longs  cheveux  noirs,  plus  beaux  que 
ceux  d’Atys  ou  de  Ganymede,  qui  ailment  etre  reamts 
en  cendre.  On  rcmarquoit  dans  \e  cote  la  bleffure  pio- 
fonde  par  ou  tout  fon  fang  s’etoit  ecoule,  &  qui  1  avoit 
fait  delcendre  dans  le  royaume  fombre  ae  Pluton. 

Telemaque  trifte  &  abattu  fuivoit  de  pres  le  corps,  & 
]ui  ietoit  des  fleurs.  Quand  on  fut  arrive  au  bucher,  le 
fils  d’Ulyffe  ne  put  voir  la  flame  penetrer  les  etoffes  qui 
envelopment  le  corps,  fens  repandre  de  nouvelles  lar- 
mes.  Adieu,  dit-il,  6  magnamme  Hippias !  car  je  n  ole 
te  nommer  mon  ami  ;  appaife-toi,  6  ombre,  qui  as  me- 
rite  tant  de  gloire  !  Si  je  ne  t’aimois,  j  envierois  ton 
bonheur  ;  tu  es  delivre  des  miseres  ou  nous  lommes  en¬ 
core,  &  tu  en  es  forti  par  le  chemin  le  plus  giorieux. 
Hi  las  1  que  je  ferois  heureux  de  finir  de  meme  1  Que  le 
Styx  n’arrete  point  ton  ombre  1  que  les  champs  Elyfees 
lui  foient  ouverts  1  que  la  renommee  conferve  ton  nom 
dans  tous  les  fticles,  &  que  tes  cendres  repofent  en 

F  A  peine  eut-il  dit  ces  paroles  entremelees  de  loupirs, 
cue  toute  I’armee  pouffa  un  cri ;  on  s'attendr.ffott  fur 
Hippias,  dont  on  racontoit  les  grandcs  aftions,  &  la  dou- 
leurde  fa  mort  rappeiant  toutes  fes  bonnes  quahtes,  fefoit 
cublier  les  defeats  qu’une  jeuneifc  impetueufe  &  une 
mauvaife  education  lui  avoient  donnes  :  mais  onto 
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my  lateft  breath.  Ye  cruel  Gods  !  to  lengthen  out  my 
life  that  I  might  fee  the  death  of  Hippias  !  O  my  dear 
child  !  whofe  education  has  coft  me  lo  many  cares*  X 
{hall  fee  thee  no  more  ;  but  I  {hall  fee  thy  mother  die  of 
grief*  reproaching  me  with  thy  death  ;  I  (hall  fee  thy 
youthful  wife  beat  her  bofom  and  tear  off  her  hair,  and 
I  {hall  be  the  caufe.  O  neloved  fhade  !  fummon  me  to 
the  Stygian  fhore  ;  the  light  is  hateful  to  me  ;  it  is  thou 
alone,  my  dear  Hippias,  I  wifh  to  fee  again.  Xlippias  » 
Hippias  !  O  my  deareft  Hippias  !  I  live  but  to  pay  my 
laft  duty  to  thy  afhes.  *  }  * 

Mean  time  the  corpfe  of  youthful  Hippias  appeared 
fi  etched  out  at  its  length*  and  borne  on  a  bier  adorned 
with  purple,  gold  and  fiver.  Death,  which  had  extin¬ 
guished  his  eyes,  had  not  been  able  to  efface  all  his 
beauty,  for  there  fill  remained  on  his  pallid  vifage  a 
faint  pifluie  of  the  graces.  Around  his  neck,  whiter 
than  fnow,  but  reclined  on  his  {houlder,  waved  his  long- 
black  hair,  which  more  beautiful  than  that  of  Atys  and 
Ganymede,  was  now  to  be  reduced  to  allies.  In  his  fide 
was  feen  the  deep  wound  which  let  cut  all  his  blood,  and 
lent  him  down  to  Pluto’s  gloomy  realm. 

d  elemachus,  lorrowful  and  dejefled,  came  next  to  th^ 
corpfe,  and  hr e wed  flowers  upon  it.  When  it  arrived 
at  the  pyre,  the  fon  of  Ulyffes  could  not  fee  the  flames 
catch  the  linen  it  was  wrapt  in,  without  weeping  afrelh 
Farewell,  brave  Hippias,  faid  he  ;  for  I  dare  not  call 
.  thee  my  friend  ;  be  appeafed,  thou  (hade,  who  has  me¬ 
rited  fo  much  glory  J  Did  I  not  love  thee,  I  ihould  envy 
thy  happinefs  ;  thou  art  delivered  from  the  miferies  we 
Hill  fuffer,  and  hall  retreated  from  them  in  the  path  of 
glory.  Ah  !  ‘how  happy  fliould  I  be  in  making  a  like 
end!  May  Styx  not  fop  thy  ghoft  !  may  the  Elyfian 
fields  be  open  to  it  !  may  fame  preferve  thy  renown 
throughout  all  ages,  and  may  thy  allies  reft  in  peace  ! 

He  had  fcarcely  fpoken  thefe  words  which  were  inter¬ 
mingled  with  flghs,  but  the  whole  army  made  a  loud 
lamentation  ;  they  were  moved  for  Hippias,  whofe  gal¬ 
lant  aftions  they  recited,  and  their  forrow  for  his  death 
recalling  all  his  good  qualities  to  their  minds,  made 
them  lorget  the  failings  which  were  owing  to  the  imne- 

tuolity  of  youth  and  a  bad  education  :  But  they  were  fill 
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,  .  ti  des  fentimens  tendres  de  Telemaque. 

encnre  p  us  touch.  ^  ^  Grec  fi  fier;  fi  hautam, 

Eft-ce  done  la,  \ '  Le  voili  devetm  doux,  hu- 

fi  dedaigneu.  ,  donte  Minerve  qui  a  tant  aims  fon 

mam,  tendre.  doute  eUe  lui  a  falt  les  plus 

pere,  1  aime  auf.  >  '  .  ;,Tent  faire  aux  hommes, 

sfgnisRMC* - — 1  ;v 

m 'lie' corps  etoit  deja  celdrS 

taaqnelni-m&ae^de^”*.^,  une  ^  d>or 

jjksss 

&  dans  fo^exTrdme1  foibleffe  il  entrevoyoit  pres  de  lui. 

kTnTrtta^rrNo^ph«.ge  envoyes  par  le  fils 
Deja  rraumapnue  r  |  fecours  de  leur  art ; 

d’Ulyffe,  lui  avoient  donne  tous^s  ,  s>envoler  . 

ils  rappeloient  peu  a i  P  .  U&nfiblement ;  une 

de  nouveaux  etos  le  ran ^r  de  ^  ,infinu0U 

lorce  douce  & J?en*”" ,  ’a  fond  de  fon  cceur  ;  une  cha- 
de  veine  en  veine  jmq  •  p-lacees  de.  la  mort. 

leur  agreable  le  deroooi ■  ‘  ^  t  gla  douleur  fucceda : 

En  ce  moment  la  ^'^““ffon  frere,  qu’il  n’avoit 
il  comment  a  fent  P  -  f  HaaS  1  drioit-il. 


il  comment  atentir  la  Pe“‘ ^  ,  difoit-il, 

point  ete  jufqu  alors  e  foins  de  me  faire  vivre  ? 

pourquoi  pwnd-on  <?  mourir,  &  fuivre  mon  cher 

Ne  “tout  aupres  de  mol.  O  Hip- 

Hippias  ?  Je  I .  at  P  f«re,  mon  cher  frere. 


Hippias  ?  Je  l  ar  vu  mon  cher  frere, 

pias  la  douceur  e  ma  ^  ^  ni  voir,  „i 

’s^*h^gas,srssz 

=„[*, a.». k. .«;»  Eta i 

mes  1  il  n  y  a  plus  d  n  PP  1  N  ^  n>eft  que  trop 

Si  ™ 

cruel 

Adrafte  teint  de  ton  fang.  deux  hommes 

Pendant  que  de  peur  qu>elle 

divms  tachoient  PP  n,einp£c!iat  l’effet  des  reme- 

£** rZ-i  coup  il  ^pperjoit  Telemaque  qui  ie  pre- 
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more  moved  with  the  tender  fentiments  of  Teiemachus. 
Is  this  then,  laid  they,  the  proud,  the  haughty  the 
{cornful,  the  flubborn  young  Greek  ?  Lo  !  how  gentle 
how  humane,  how  kind  he  is.  Without  doubt  Minerva' 
who  fo  greatly  loved  his  father,  loves  him  alfo  ;  {he 
without  doubt  has  made  him  the  choice/!  prefent  which 
the  Gods  can  make  to  men,  by  giving  him  a  heart  fuf- 
ceptible  of  friendship,  as  well  as  wifdom. 

And  now  the  body  was  confumed  by  the  flames 
Teiemachus  himfelf  befprinkled  the  yet  imoaking  allies 
with  perfumed  liquors  ,*  he  then  enclofed  them  in  a  o-0l- 
den  urn,  which  he  crowned  with  flowers,  and  carried  it 
to  Phalanthus  ;  who  was  ftretched  at  his  length,  pierced 
with  various  wounds,  and  fo  extremely  weak  that  he  had 
a  near  profped  of  the  gloomy  gates  of  hell. 

Already  had  Traumaphilus  and  Nozophugus,  whom 
the  fon  of  Ulyffes  had  fent  to  him,  adminiftered  all  the 
afliftance.  of  their  art ;  they  had  gradually  recalled  his 
foul,  which  was  ready  to  take  its  flight ;  new  fpirits  in- 
fenflbly  revived  him  ;  an  agreeable  penetrating  vio-0ur 
the  balm  of  life,  infmuated  itfelf  from  vein  to  ^ vein 
even  to  the  inmoft  receties  of  his  heart,  and  a  pleating 
warmth  fnatched  him  from  the  icy  hands  of  death.  The 
moment  his  fwooning  was  over,  grief  fucceeded  :  He 
began  to  he  fentible  of  the  lols  of  his  brother,  which  he 
had  not  oerore  been  in  a  condition  of  feeling.  Alas  * 
faid  he,  why  all  thefe  pains  to  fave  my  life  ?  Were  it 
not  better  for  me  to  die,  and  follow  my  dearefl  Hippias  ? 

I  faw  liim  perifh  by  my  fide.  O  Hippias,  the  joy  of 
my  life,  my  brother,  my  dear  brother,  thou  art"  no 
more  !  I  then  no  more  {hall  fee  thee,  nor  hear  thee,  nor 
embrace  thee,  nor  tell  thee  my  pains,  nor  comfort  thee 
under  thine  !  \  e  Gods  !  ye  enemies  of  mankind  1  there 
is  no  Hippias  for  me  !  Is  it  poflible  ?  Is  it  not  a  dream  ? 
iso,  it  is  but  too  true.  O  Hippias,  I  have  loit  thee,  I 
faw  thee  die,  and  mult  live  till  I  have  revenged  thy 
death-:  I  will  facrifice  the  cruel  Adraftus,  belmeared. 
with  thy  blood,  to  thy  manes. 

Whilft  Phalantus  was  fpeaking  thus,  Traumaphilus 
and  Nozophugus  endeavoured  to  appeafe  his  grief,  that 
it  might  not  en create  his  diforders,  and  prevent  the  ef- 
fed!  of  their  medicines.  Perceiving  of  a  fudden  that 

G  z  Teiemachus 
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!\  >1,;  n’-ibord  fon  coeur  fut  combattu  par  deux 
fente  a  lui.  ‘  ronfervoit  un  reffentiment  de  tout 

paffions  contratres^  11  confervottm  ue  &  Hippia?  ;  la 

iqU1  Ve  la  oert-  d’Hippias  rendoit  ce  reffentiment 
douleur  de  la  1  J>  ^  ;1  ne  01t  ,gnorer 

encore  plus  vil.  V  un  f  .  v  'Tel£rnaque,  qui 

q»’il  devoit  la  converf at v  «  a  Tele* ^ 

l’avoit  me  fangUn *  &  *  of[  6tolen:  renfermees  lea 

Mais  quand  ll  vit  1  ur  v  •„  ;i  verfa  un  tor- 

CentdTe  hCmeedu  mnbraffa  d’abord  -Telemaque  fans 
pouvoff  Set,  &  loi  dit  -enfin  d’une  votx  langutf- 
fante,  entrecoupee  ae  fanglots  . 

ri  q’TTIvffe,  votre  vertu  me  force  a  vous 
^  Digne  ad  ^  v^e  qUi  va  s’etemdre  : 

aimer  ;  je  vous  gois  m’eft  bien  plus  clier. 

r  >  je  vous  dot.  S-^^rroitltd  la  proie  de. 
bans  vous  le  coips  t  n_ivee  de  la  fepulture  fe- 

vautours  ;  fans  vous  Ion  “  P  .  du  Styx  & 

roit  malheureufanent  er  ante  iut  ales  ^  J 

toujours  repouflee  p  r  1  F <  J/  tant  hai !  O 

aue  je  doive  tint  am  dai„ez-moi  d’une  vie  ft 
Dieux  1  recompenfez-le,  &  rendez-moi  le. 

^n"V,rs  vous’  avez  rendus  a  men  frere,  afin 
que  lien  lie  manque  a  votre  glOiK. 

A  ces  paroles  Phalante  demeura  epuife  &  abattu  d  un 

'  Telloul“ur  Telemaque  fe  tint  aupres  de  lui  fans 

l.fnfler  &  attendant  qu’il  reprit  fes  forces  Bi- 

1b  Phalante  revenant  de  cette  defaillance  pat :  1  urne 
entot  PM'ante  re  k  baifa  lufieUrs  fois,  l’arrofa 

des  mains  de  lelen  q  ,  t  6deufes  cendres  t 

de  fo  larmea,  &  dt  ^  avec  vous 

A  «tette  mime  urne  ?  O  ombre  d’Hippias  1  je  te  fuis 
fans  tea  enfcrs :  Telemaque  nous  vengera  tous  deux. 

^  j  io  de  Phalante  diminua  de  jour  en 
.  Cependant  le  “  ldfux  hommes  qui  avoient  la  feienee 

^  W  T'lLaque  etoit  fans  ceffe  avec  eux  aupres 
d’Efculape.  1 Mtmac  attentifs  a  avancer  fa 

dU"-t  &toutel’armeeadmiroit  bien  plus  la  bonte 

Ifctr  Ivf  laquel.e  il  fecouroit  fon  plus  grand  ennemt. 
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Telemachus  was  coming  to  him,  his  heart  was  at  firll 
agitated  by  two  contrary  paffions  ;  on  one  hand,  he  re¬ 
tained  a  refentment  of  all  that  had  pall  between  Tele^ 
machus  and  Hippias,  which  was  quickened  by  his  grief 
for  Hippias ’s  death  ;  and  on  the  other,  he  could  not  be 
ignorant  that  he  owed  the  prefervation  of  his  own  life  to 
Telemachus,  who  had  fnatched  him,  quite  covered  with 
blood  and  half  dead,  out  of  Adraflus's  hands.  But 
when  he  faw  the  golden  urn  in  which  the  dear  afhes  of 
his  brother  Hippias  were  inclofed,  he  fhed  a  torrent  of 
tears  ;  he  immediately  embraced  Telemachus  without 
being  able  to  fpeak,  and  at  length  with  a  feeble  voice., 
interrupted  with  fobbings,  he  (aid  : 

Worthy  Ion  of  Ulyffes,  your  virtue  compels  me  to 
love  you  ;  to  you  I  am  indebted  for  J:his  remainder  of 
life  which  draws  towards  its  end  ;  but  I  am  indebted  to 
you  for  fomething  much  dearer  to  me.  But  for  you, 
my  brother’s  body  had  been  the  prey  of  vultures  ;  but 
for  you,  his  fhade,  deprived  of  fepulture,  had  miferably 
wandered  on  the  Stygian  banks,  and  been  continually 
repulfed  by  the  inexorable  Charon.  Mull;  I  be  fo  much 
obliged  to  one  I  have  fo  much  hated  ?  Reward  him,  ye 
Gods  !  and  rid  me  of  fo  wretched  a  life.  As  for  you, 
Telemachus,  perform  for  me  the  lafl  duties  which  you 
performed  for  my  brother,  that  nothing  may  be  wanting 
to  your^tory. 

This  laid,  Phalantus  was  quite  fpent  and  overwhelmed 
with  an  excefs  of  grief.  Telemachus  flood  by  him,  not 
daring  to  fpeak  to  him,  and  waiting  till  he  fliould  re¬ 
cover  his  flrength.  Phalantus  foon  returning  from  his 
fwoon,  took  the  urn  out  of  Telemachus’s  hands,  killed  it 
feveral  times,  bedewed  it  with  his  tears,  and  faid.  Ye 
dear,  ye  precious  afhes  !  when  fhall  mine  be  inclofed  in 
this  urnf-  with  you  ?  O  thou  ghoif  of  Hippias,  I  follow  ' 
thee  to  the  fhades  below  ;  Telemachus  will  revenge  us 
both. 

And  now  Phalantus’s  diforder  daily  decreafed  by  the 
care  of  the  two  men  who  were  Ikilled  in  the  fcience  of 
ABfculapius.  Telemachus  conflantly  attended  them  when, 
they  vifited  their  patient,  to  make  them  the  more  dili¬ 
gent  to  hailen  his  cure  ;  and  the  whole  army  admired 
the  goodnefs  of  his  heart  in  thus  relieving  his  greatdi 

G  3  enemy. 
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que  la  valeur  &  la  fageffe  qu’il  avoit  montrees  en  fau- 
vant  clans  la  bataille  l’armee  des  allies,  Ln  meme  t  m 
Telemaque  fe  montroit  infatigable  dans  les  plus  rude 
travaux  de  la  guerre.  II  donnoit  pen,  &  ion  lomme 
etoit  fouvent  mterrompu,  ou  par  les  avis  quill-  - 
a  routes  les  heures  de  la  nuit,  comme  du  jour,  ou i  par  la 
vlfite  de  tons  les  quartiers  du  camp  qu 'll  ne  ietoit  ja¬ 
mais  deux  fois  de  fuite  aux  memes  heures,  Pour  ml“  „ 
fuprendre  ceux  qui  n’etoient  pas  affez  vigilans  ;  ll  rev  - 
noit  fouvent  dans  fa  tente  convert  ne  fueur  &  de  poul- 
fiere;  fa  nourriture  etoit  fimple;  ll  vivc.it  comm 
foldats,  pour  leur  donner  l’exemple  de  la  fobriete  & 
la  patience.  L’armee  ayant  pen  de  vivres  1  ^ans 
campement,  11  jugea  a  propos  d’arreter  les  murtnures 
des  foldats,  en  fouffrant  lui-meme  volontairement  .  s 
memes  incommodltes  qu’eux.  bon  corps  tan  de  f at 
fbiblir  dans  uns  vie  ft  pemble,  fe  fortifioit  ^  s  e”durc 
foil  chaque  iour  ;  il  comment  a  n’avoir  plus  ces  graces 
fi  tenures,  qui  font  comme  la  fleur  de  la  premiere ;  je  - 
neffe  :  fon  teint  devenoit  plus  brun  &  moms  delicat ,  les 
membres  moins  mous  &  plus  nerveux. 
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enemy,  more  than  the  valour  and  wifdom  he  had  difco- 
vered  in  faving  the  confederate  army  jm  battle.  Tele- 
machus  at  the  lame  time  was  indefatigable  in  the  hardeft 
toils  of  war.  He  dept  little,  and  his  {lumbers  were  often 
interrupted  either  by  advices,  which  he  received  at  all 
hours  of  the  night  as  well  as  of  the  day,  or  by  his  vifit- 
ing  the  feveral  quarters  of  the  camp,  which  he  never  did 
twice  together  at  the  fame  hour',  that  he  might  the  more 
■  ealily  furprife  thofe  that  were  not  fufRciently  vigilant  ; 
he  ufed  often  to  return  to  his  tent  beimea'red  with  fweat 
and  dud  ;  his  food  was  plain  ;  he  lived  like  the  common 
foldiers,  to  fet  them  an  example  of  fobriety  and  pa¬ 
tience.  The  army  having  but  little  provifions  in  this 
incampment,  he  thought  fit  to  Hop  the  murmurs  of  the 
foldiers  by  voluntarily  bearing  himfelf  the  fame  incon- 
veniencies  as  they.  His  body,  inftead  of  being  weak¬ 
ened  by  fo  laborious  a  life,  was  llrengthened  and  hard¬ 
ened  daily ;  he  began  to  lofe  the  foft  graces  which  are 
as  it  were  the  bloom  of  youth  ;  his  completion  grew 
browner  and  lefs  delicate,  and  his  limbs  more  robud 
and  nervous. 
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< Telemaque  perfuade  par  divers  finges  que  fin  fire  VTyffc 
n’efi  plus  fur  la  terre ,  execute  fin  dejfiin  de  Vailer  cher- 
cher  dans  les  enfers.  life  derobe  du  camp  etant  fuivi 
de  deux  Cretois  jufqvda  un  temple  pres  de  la  fameufi  ca¬ 
serne  dy  Ache  rontia  ;  il  s’y  erf  once  au  travers  des  tene- 
hres ,  arrive  au  lord  du  Styx,  tA  Caron  le  reqoit  dans  J a 
barque.  II  fi  va  prefenter  devant  Pluton  qu  il  trouve 
prepare  a  lui  permettre  de  chercher  fin  pere .  11  traverje 

le  Tartars,  ou  il  volt  les  tour  mens  que  fiuf rent  les  in - 
grats,  les  parjures,  les  hypocrites,  IA  fur  tout  les  mati¬ 
ns  ais  rois. 

ADRASTE,  dont  les  troupes  avoient  ete  confidera- 
biement  affoiblies  dans  le  combat,  s’etoit  retire 
derriere  la  montagne  d’Aulon  pour  attendre  divers  fe- 
cours.  Sc  pour  tacher  de  furprendre  encore  une  fois  fes 
ennemis  :  Semblable  a  un  lion  affame,  qui  ay  ant  ete 
renouffe  d’une  bergerie  s’en  retourne  dans  les  lombres 
forets.  Sc  rentre  dans  fa  caverne,  ou  il  aigune  les  dents 
Sc  les  griffes,'  attendant  le  moment  favorable  pour  egor- 
ger  tons  les  troupeaux.  ^ 
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The  ARGUMENT. 

*T elemachus ,  per  funded  by  various  dreams  that  his  father  XJ - 
lyffes  is  not  on  the  earth,  executes  his  defign  of  going  to  feek 
him  in  hell.  He  goes  privately  out  of  the  camp ,  attended 
by  tvoo  Cretans  as  far  as  a  temple  near  the  famous  cavern 
of  Acherontia  ;  he  there  plunges  through  a  dark  dreary 
paffage,  arrives  on  the  banks  of  Styx,  and  is  taken  by 
Charon  into  his  bark.  He  goes  and  prefents  himfelf  be~ 
fore  Pluto,  vjhotn  he  finds  prepared  to  permit  him  to  feek 
for  his  father .  He  croffes  Tartarus,  where  he  fees  the 
tortures  of  the  ungrateful,  the  perjured ,  the  hypocrite,  and 
particularly  of  bad  kings. 

ADRASTUS,  whofe  troops  had  been  conflder- 
ably  weakened  in  this  engagement,  retired  be¬ 
hind  mount  Aulon,  to  wait  lor  various  re-inforcements, 
and  to  endeavour  once  more  to  furprife  his  enemies  :  So 
an  hungry  Hon,  driven  back  from  the  fheep-fold,  re¬ 
turns  to  the  gloomy  wood,  and  re-enters  his  den',  where 
he  whets  his  teeth  and  claws,  and  waits  for  a  favourable 
opportunity  to  deitroy  the  whole  flock, 
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Telemaque  ayant  pris  foin  de  mettre  uiie  exatte  difci  * 
pline  dans  tout  le  camp,  ne  i'ongea  plus  qu’a  executer 
un  deffein  qu’il  avoit  con5u,  &  qu’il  cacha  a  tous  les 
chefs  de  l’armee.  II  y  avoit  deja  long-terns  qu’il  etoit 
agite  pendant  toutes  les  nuits  par  des  fonges  qui  lui  re- 
prefentoient  fon  pere  Ulyffe.  .  Cette  chere  image  reve- 
noit  toujours  fur  la  lin  de  la  nuit  avant  que  1  Auroie  vint 
chaffer  du  del  par  fes  feux  naiffans  les  inconftantes 
etoiles.  &  de  deffus  la  terre  le  doux  fommeil  fuivi  des 
fono-es  voltigeans.  Tantot  il  croyoit  voir  Ulyffe  nu 
dans  une  lie  fortunee,  fur  la  rive  d’un  fleuve,  dans  une 
prairie  ornee  de  fleurs,  &  environne  de  nymphes  qui  lui 
jetoieht  des  habits  pour  fe  couvrir.  Tantot  il  croyoit 
Ventendre  parler  dans  un  palais  tout  eclatant  d’or  & 
d’ivoire,  ou  des  hommes  couronnes  de  fleurs  l’ecoutoient 
avec  plaifir  &  admiration.  Souvent  Ulyffe.  lui  appa- 
roiffoit  tout-a-coup  dans  des  feftins  ou  la  joie  eclatoit 
parmi  les  delices,  &  ou  l’on  entendoit  les  tendres  ac¬ 
cords  d’une  voix  avec  une  lyre  plus  douce  que  la  lyre 
d’ Apollon,  &  que  les  voix  de  toutes  les  Mufes. 


Telemaque  en  s’eveillant  s’attriftoit  de  ces  fonges^  ft 
agreables.  O  mon  pere  !  6  mon  cher  pere  Ulyffe  1  s’e- 
crioit-il,  les  fonges  les  plus  affreux  me  feroient  plus 
doux.  Ces  images  de  felicite  me  font  comprendre  que 
vous  etes  deja  defcendu  dans  le  fejour  des  ames  bien- 
heureufes,  que  les  Dieux  recompenfent  de  leur  vertu  par 
une  eternelle  tranquilite.  Je  crois  voir  les  champs  Eli¬ 
tes.  O  qu’il  eft  cruel  de  n’efperer  plus  !  Quoi  done, 
6  mon  cher  pere  !  je  ne  vous  verrai  jamais  !  Jamais  je 
n’embrafferai  celui'qui  m’aimoit  tant,  &  que  je  cherche 
avec  tant  de  peine  ?  Jamais  je  n’entendrai  parler  cette 
bouclie  d’ou  iortoit  la  fageffe  ?  Jamais  je  lie  baiferai  ces 
mains,  ces  cheres  mains,  ces  mains  vi&orieuies,  qui  ont 
abattu  tant  d’ennemis  ?  Elies  ne  puniront  point  les  in¬ 
fers  amans  de  Penelope,  &  Ithaque  ne  fe  relevera  ja¬ 
mais  de  fa  ruine  ?  O  Dieux,  ennemis  de  mon  pere  ! 
vous  m’envoyez  ces  fonges  funeftes  pour  arracher  toute 
efperance  de  mon  coeur,  e’eft  m’arracher  la  vie.  Non, 
je~ne  puis  plus  vivre  dans  cette  incertitude.  Que  dis-je  . 
helas  1  je  ne  fuis  que  trop  certain  que  mon  pere  n’eft 
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Telemachus  having  taken  care  to  ekablifh  a  drift  dif- 
cipline  through  all  the  camp,  thought  only  of  executing 
a  defign  which  he  had  formed  and  concealed  from  all  the 
chiefs  of  the  army.  He  had  long  been  difturbed  every 
night  with  dreams,  which  (hewed  him  his  father  Ulyffes. 
His  dear  image  ufed  conllantly  to  return  towards  the  end 
of  the  night,  before  Aurora  came  with  her  dawning  fires 
to  chace  the  wandering  liars  from  heaven,  and  gentle 
fiumbers  with  all  their  trains  of  fluttering  dreams  from 
the  earth.  Sometimes  he  thought  he  faw  Ulyfles  in  a 
delightful  ifland,  on  the  bank  of  a  river  in  a  flowery 
meadow,  quite  naked,  and  furrounded  by  nymphs  who 
were  throwing  him  garments  that  he  might  cover  him- 
felf  with  them.  Sometimes  he  thought  he  heard  him 
talking  in  a  palace  all  glittering  with  gold  and  ivory, 
where  men  with  wreaths  of  flowers  on  their  heads  were 
likening  to  him  with  pleafure  and  admiration.  And 
Ulyfles  would  often  appear  to  him  of  a  fudden  amidft 
the  merriments  and  pleafures  of  feftivals,  wherein  the 
fweet  harmony  of  a  voice  was  heard  in  concert  with  a  lyre 
more  ravifhing  than  that  of  Apollo,  and  than  the  voices 
of  all  the  Mules. 

When  Telemachus  awaked,  he  was  troubled  at  fhefe 
agreeable  dreams.  O  my  father  !  my  dear  father  U- 
lyfles  !  cried  he,  the  moft  frightful  dreams  would  be 
more  pleafmg  to  me.  Thefe  images  of  felicity  con¬ 
vince  me  that  you  are  already  defcended  to  the  manliou 
of  happy  fouls,'  whofe  virtue  the  Gods  reward  with  an 
eternal  peace.  Methinks  I  fee  the  Elyfian  fields.  Oh  1 
how  dreadful  it  is  to  hope  no  more  !  O  my  much-loved 
father  !  Shall  I  never  fee  thee  ?  Shall  I  never  embrace 
him  who  fo  dearly  loved  me,  and  in  quell  of  whom  I 
undergo  fo  many  toils  ?  Shall  I  never  hear  that  .mouth 
fpeak,  which  ufed  to  utter  wifdom  ?  Shall  I  never  kifs 
thofe  hands,  thofe  dear  vi&orious  hands,  which  have 
vanquished  fo  many  enemies  ?  Will  they  not  punilh  Pe¬ 
nelope’s  frantick  Suitors,  nor  Ithaca  ever  rife  again  from 
its  ruin  ?  You,  ye  Gods,  who  hate  my  father,  you  fend 
me  thefe  fearful  dreams  to  rob  my  heart  .of  every  hope, 
to  rob  me  of  my  life.  No,  I  will  live  no  longer  in  this 
uncertainty.  What  fay  I  1  Alas  1  I  am  but  too  certain 
that  my  father  is  no  more  ;  I’ll  go  even  to  hell  to  Seek 
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plus  ;  je  vais  chercher  Ton  ombre  jufques  dans  les  enfers. 
Thefee  y  eft  bien  defcendu  ;  Thefee,  cet  impie,  qui 
vouloit  outrager  les  divinites  infernales  :  &  moi  j’y  vais 
conduit  par  la  piete.  Hercule  y  defcen-dit.  Je  ne  fuis 
pas  Hercule  ;  mais  il  eft  beau  d’ofer  l’imiter.  Orpnee 
a-  bien  touche  par  le  recit  de  fes  malheurs  le  coeur  de  ce 
Dieu,  qu’on  depeint  comme  inexorable  :  il  obtint  de  lui 
qu’Euridice  retourneroit  parmi  les  vivans.  Je  fuis  plus 
digne  de  compaflion  qu’Orphee  ;  car  ma  perte  eft  plus 
grande.  Qui  pourra  comparer  une  jeune  fille  lemblable 
a  tant  d’autres,  avec  le  lage  ETlyile  admire  de  toute  la 
Grece?  Allons,  mourons,  s’il  le  fant.  Pourquoi  crain- 
dre  la  mort,  quand  on  fouffre  tant  dans  la  vie  r  O  Plu- 
ton  !  o  Proferpine  1  j’eprouverai  bientot  ft  vous  etes 
aufli  impitoyables  qu’on  le  dit.  O  mon  pere  !  apres 
avoir  parcouru  en  vain  les  terres  &  les  mers^  pour  yous 
trouver,  je  vais  voir  ft  vous  n’etes  point  dans  ies  iomores 
demeures  des  morts.  Si  les  Dieux  me  reiufent^  de  vous 
pofleder  fur  la  terre,  &  de-jouir  de  la  lumiere  au  foleil, 
peut-etre  ne  me  reiuferont-ils  pas  de  voir  au  rnoins  votie 
ombre  dans  le  royaume  de  la  Nuit. 

En  difant  ces  paroles,  Telemaque  arrofoit  fon  lit  de 
fes  larmes.  Auftitot  il  fe  levoit,  &  cnerchoit  par  ki  lu~ 
miere  a  foulager  la  douleur  cuifante  que  ces  fonges  lui 
avoient  caufee  ;  mais  c'etoit  une  fleche  qui  avoit  perce 
Ion  cceur,  &  qu’il  portoit  par-tout  avec  lui.  Dans  cette 
peine  il  entreprit  de  defcendre  aux  enfers  par  un^lieu  ce- 
lebre  qui  n’etoit  pas  eloigne  du  camp  ;  on  1  appeloit 
Acherontia,  a  caule  qu’il  y  avoit  en  ce  lieu  une  caverne 
aftreufe  de  laquelle  on  defcendoit  fur  les  rives  de  1  Ache¬ 
ron,  par  lequel  les  Dieux  memes  craignent  de  jurer.  La 
ville  etoit  fur  un  rocher,  polee  comme  un  nid  fur  le  haut 
dim  arbre.  Au  pied  de  ce  rocher  on  trouvoit  fe  caverne 
de  laquelle  les  timides  mortels  n’ofoient  approcher.  Les 
bergers  avoient  loin  d’en  detourner  leurs  troupeaux.  La 
vapeur  iouifree  du  marais  Stygien,  qui  s  exhaloit  fans 
ceile  par  cette  ouverture,  empeftoit  l’air.  lout  autour 
il  ne  croiftoit  nijierbes  m  fleurs ;  on  n  y  fentoit  jamais 
les  doux  Zephirs,  ni  les  graces  naiffantes  du  prmtems, 
ni  les  riches- dons  de  Lautomne.  La  terre  aride  y  lan- 
guiffoit :  on  y  voyoit  feulement  quelques  arbuftes  depou- 

illes,  &  quelques  cypres  iuneftes.  Au  loin  meme,  tout 
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his  ghod.  Thefeus,  the  impious  Thefeus,  who  prefumed 
to  offer  violence  to  the  infernal  deities,  deicended  thi¬ 
ther  ;  but  piety  is  my  motive  for  going.  Hercules  de¬ 
fended  thither  :  I  indeed  am  not  Hercules  ;  but  an  at¬ 
tempt  to  imitate  him  is  glory.  Orpheus,  by  the  recital 
of  his  misfortunes,  moved  the  heart  of  that.God  who  is 
reprefented  as  inexorable,  and  obtained  his  leavre  foy 
Eurydice’s  return  to  the  living.  I  am  more  worthy  of 
companion  than  Orpheus,  for  my  lois  is  greater.  Wno 
would  compare  a  young  girl,  who  was  no  more  than 
multitudes  of  others,  with  Ulyffes  the  admiration  of  all 
Greece?  We  will  go,  we  will  die,  if  it  muff  be  fo.  And 
whv  fhould  I,  whole  life  is  fo  miferable,  be  afraid  of 
death  ?  O  Pluto  \  Proferpine  1  I  will  quickly  try  if  you 
are  fo  inexorable  as  you  are  laid  to  be.  O  my  father, 
having  vainly  compaffed  earth  and  feas  to  find  you,  I 
will  now  go  and  fee  it  you  are  not  in  the  gioomy  man- 
fions  of  the  dead.  Though  the  Gods  refute  to  let  me 
lee  you  on  the  earth,  and  in  the  enjoyment  of  the  light 
of  the  fun,  perhaps  they  will  not  reiuie  to  let  me  lee 
at  lead  your  ghod  in  the  fable  realm  of  night. 

Telemachus,  as  he  fpoke  thefe  words,  bedewed  his 
bed  with  his  tears.  He  immediately  role,  and  endea¬ 
voured  by  means  of  the  light  to  footh  the  fmarting  grief 
thefe  dreams  had  occafioned  ;  but  the  arrow .  having 
pierced. his  heart,  he  carried  it  every  where  with  him. 
During  his  anguifh  he  refolved  to  defeend  to  hell  at  a 
famous  place,  which  was  not  far  irom  the  camp  j  it  is 
called  Acherontia,  becaufe  there  is  a^  hideous  cavern 
there,  which  leads  down  to  the  banks  of  Acheron,  a  ri¬ 
ver  whereby  the  Gods  themfelves  are  cautious  how  they 
fwear.  The  city  was  built  on  the  top  of  a  rock,  like  a 
neft  on  the  top  of  a  tree.  At  the  foot  of  the  lock  was  this 
cavern,  which  fearful  mortals  durd  not  approach.  The 
fhepherds  were  careful  to  turn  their  flocks  from  it.  The 
fulphurous  vapours  of  the  Stygian  lake  which  lnceffantly 
exhaled  through  this  opening,  infefted  all  the  air.  Nor 
herbs  nor  flowers  grew  around  it ;  there  no  gentle  Ze- 
^hirs  ever  breathed,  no  vernal  bloom  was  feen,  nor  au¬ 
tumn’s  precious  gifts.  The  earth  was  parched  and  lan¬ 
guid,  and  one  faw  but  a-  few  fatal  cyprcfles  and  leaflefs 
fhrubs.  Even  at  a  didance  Ceres  all  around  denied  the 
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a  l’entour,  Ceres  refufoit  aux  laboureurs  fes  moiffons 
dorees.  Bacchus  fembloit  en  vain  y  promettre  fes  doux 
fruits :  les  grappes  de  raifm  fe  dedechoient  au  lieu  de 
meurir.  Les  Nayades  trifles  ne  fefoient  point  couler 
ime  onde  pure  ;  leurs  dots  etoient  toujours  amers  &  trou¬ 
bles.  Les  oifeaux  ne  chantoient  jamais  dans  cette  terre 
heriflee  de  ronces  &  d’epines,  &  n’y  trouvoient  aucun 
bocage  pour  fe  retirer  :  ils  alloient  chanter  leurs  amours 
fous  un  ciel  plus  doux.  La  on  n’entendoit  que  le  croaf- 
fement  des  corbeaux,  &  la  voix  lugubre  des  hiboux. 
L’herbe  meme  y  etoit  amere,  &  les  troupeaux  qui  la 
paid'oient,  ne  fentoient  point  la  douce  joie  qui  les  fait 
bondir.  Le  taureau  fuyoit  la  genide,  &  le  berger  tout 
abattu  oublioit  fa  mufette  &  fa  flute. 

De  cette  caverne  fortoit  de  terns  en  terns  une  fumee 
noire  &  epaide,  qui  fefoit  une  efpece  de  nuit  au  milieu 
du  jour.  Les  peuples  voidns  redoubloient  alors  leurs 
facridces  pour  appaifer  les  Divinites  infernales  ;  mais 
fouvent  les  homines  a  la  deur  de  leur  age,  &  des  leur 
plus  tendre  jeunede,  etoient  les  feules  vidlimes  que  ces 
Divinites  cruelles  prenoient  plaidr  a  immoler  par  une 
funede  contagion. 

C’eft-la  que  Telemaque  refolut  de  chercher  le  chemih 
de  la  fombre  demeure  de  Pluton.  Minerve  qui  veilloit 
fans  cede  fur  lui,  &  qui  le  couvroit  de  fon  Egide,  lui 
avoit  rendu  Pluton  favorable.  Jupiter  meme,  a  la 
priere  de  Minerve,  avoit  ordonne  a  Mercure,  qui  def- 
cend  chaque  jour  aux  enfers  pour  livrer  a  Caron  un  cer¬ 
tain  nombre  de  morts,  de  dire  au  roi  des  ombres  qu’il 
laidat  entrer  le  fils  d’Ulyffe  dans  fon  empire. 

Telemaque  fe  derobe  du  camp  pendant  la  nuit ;  il 
marche  a  la.  clarte  de  la  lune,  &  il  invoque  cette  puif- 
fante  Divinite,  qui  etant  dans  le  ciel  l’adre  brillant  de 
la  nuit,  &  fur  la  terre  la  chade  Diane,  ed  aux  enfers  la 
redoutable  Hecate.  Cette  Divinite  ecouta  favorable- 
ment  fes  vceux,  parce  que  fon  ccnur  etoit  pur,  &  qu’il 
etoit  coftduit  par  Pamour  pieux  qu’un  fils  doit  a  fon  pere. 

A  peine  fut-il  aupres  de  l’entree  de  la  caverne,  qu’il 
entendit  Pempire  fouterrain  mugir.  La  terre  trembloit 
fous  fes  pas  ;  le  ciel  s’arma  d’eclair's  &  de  feux,  qui  fem- 
bloient  tomber  fur  la  terre.  Le  jeune  fils  d’Ulyffe  fentit 
fon  cocur  emu,  &  tout  fon  corps  etoit  couvert  d’une  fueur 
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hulbandmen  her  golden  harvefls,  and  Bacchus  Teemed  in 
vain  to  promife  his  delicious  fruits,  for  the  clufte'ring 
grapes  withered  inftead  of  ripening.  The  mourning 
Naids  poured  no  limpid  dream  ;  their  waves  were  always 
bitter  and  muddy.  In  this  fpot,  over-run  with  thorns 
and  brambles,  no  birds  did  ever  warble,  nor  find  a  grove 
to  retreat  to ;  they  went  and  lung  their  loves  under  a 
milder  Iky.  Here  nothing  was  heard  but  the  croaking 
of  ravens,  and  the  difmal  fcreams  of  the  owl.  The 
grafs  itfelf  was  bitter,  and  the  flocks  which  fed  on  it, 
felt  not  the  pleafing  joy  which  makes  them  bound  along.- 
The  bull  fled  from  the  heifer,  and  the  difconfolate  fwain 
forgot  his  pipe  and  his  flute. 

Out  of  this  cavern  iflued  from  time  to  time  a  black 
thick  fmoke,  which  formed  a  kind  of  night  at  the  mid  of 
day.  The  neighbouring  people  then  redoubled  their  fa- 
•crifices  to  appeafe  the  infernal  Divinities ;  but  men  in 
the  flower  of  their  age  and  earlieft  bloom  of  youth,  were 
often  the  only  vidlims  which  thefe  cruel  Deities  took  a 
pleafure  in  lacrificing  by  a  fatal  contagion. 

It  was  here  Telemachus  refolved  to  find  a  way  to 
Pluto’s  gloomy  manflon.  Minerva,  who  inceflantly 
watched  over  him  and  covered  him  with  her  ^gis,  had 
rendered  Pluto  propitious  to  him  ;  Jupiter  himfelf,  at 
her  requeft,  having  commanded  Mercury,  who  daily 
defcends  to  hell  to  deliver  up  to  Charon  a  certain  num¬ 
ber  of  dead,  to  bid  the  king  of  the  fhades  permit  the  fon 
of  Ulyfles  to  enter  into  his  empire. 

Telemachus  deals  out  of  the  camp  by  night ;  he  tra¬ 
vels  by  the  light  of  the  moon,  and  invokes  that  power¬ 
ful  Deity,  who  being  in  the  heavens  the  bright  planet  of 
the  night,  and  on  earth  the  chafte  Diana,  is  in  hell  the 
formidable  Hecate.  This  Goddefs  kindly  heard  his 
vows ;  becaufe  his  heart  was  pure,  and  he  was  led  by  the 
pious  affection  which  a  fon  owes  to  his  father. 

He  was  fcarcely  arrived  at  the  mouth  of  the  cavern, 
when  he  heard  the  fubterraneous  empire  roar  ;  the  ground 
trembled  beneath  his  feet,  and  the  heavens  were  armed 
with  lightnings  and  flafhes  of  fire,  which  feemed  to  fall 
cn  the  earth.  The  young  fon  of  Ulyfles  felt  his  heart 

moved. 
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o-lacee  ;  mats  Ton  courage  Ie  foutint.  I  j  leva  les  yeux 
&  les  mains  au  ciel.  Grands  Dieux  !  s  ecria-t-il,  j  ac- 
cepte  ces  prefages  que  je  crois  heureux  ;  achevez  votre 
ouvrage.  II  dit,  &  redoublant  les  pas,  il  fe  picfenta. 
hardiment. 

Auflitot  la  fumee  epaiffe,  qui  rendoit  l’entree  de  la 
caverne  funefte  a  tous  les  animaux,  des  qu  lls  en  ap- 
prochoient,  fe  diffipa  ;  l’odeur  empoifonnee  ceffa  pour 
un  peu  de  terns.  Telemaque  entra  feul  ;  car  quel  autre 
mortel  eut  ofe  le  fuivre  ?  Deux  Cretois,  qui  Pavoient 
accompagne  jufqu’a  une  certame  diftancc  de  la  caverni-, 
&  auxquels  il  avoit  confie  ion  deflein,  demeurerent  trem- 
blans  &  a  demi-morts  aflez  loin  de  la  dans  un  temple, 
fefant  des  vceux,  &  n’efperant  plus  de  revoir  Telemaque. 

Ce pendant  le  ills  d'Ulyffe,  1  epee  a  la  main,  s  enfonce 
dans  ces  tenebres  horribles.  Bientot  il  appei*5oit  une 
foible  &  fombre  lueur,  telle  qu’on  la  voit  pendant  la  nuit 
fur  la  terre  :  il  remarque  les  ombres  legeres  quivoltigent 
autour  de  lui ;  il  les  ecarte  avec  fon  epee.  Enfuite  il 
voit  les  trifles  bords  du  fleuve  marecageux,  dont  les  eaux 
bourbeufes  &  dormantes  ne  font  que  tournoyer.  Il  de- 
couvre  fur  ce  rivage  une  foule  innombrable  de  morts 
prives  de  la  fepulture,  qui  fe  prefentent  en  vain  a  Pim- 
pitoyable  Caron.  Ce  Dieu,  dont  la  vieilleffe  eternelle 
eil  toujours  trifle  &  chagrine,  mais  pleine  de  vigueur, 
les  menace,  les  repouffe,  &  admet  d’abord  dans  fa  barque 
le  jeune  Grec.  En  entrant,  Telemaque  entend  les  ge- 
miffemens  d’une  ombre  qui  ne  pouvoit  fe  eonfoler. 

Quel  eft  done,  lui  dit-il,  votre  malheur?  Qui  etiez- 
vous  fur  la  terre?  J’etois,  lui  repondit  cette  ombre, 
Nabopharzan  roi  de  la  fuperbe  Baoylone.  fous  les  peu- 
ples  de  l’orient  trembloient  au  feul  bruit  de  mon  nom  ; 
ie  me  fefois  adorer  par  les  Babyloniens  dans  un^  temple 
de  marbre,  oil  j’etois  reprefente  par  une  flatim  d’or,  de- 
vant  laquelle  on  bruloit  nuit  &  jour  les  plus  precieuxpar- 
fums  de"  l’Ethiopie.  Jamais  perfonne  n’ofa  me  contre- 
dire  fans  etre  auflitot  puni.  On  inventoit  chaque jour  de 
nouveaux  plaifirs  pour  me  rendre  la  vie  plus  delicieufe  ; 
j’etois  encore  jeune  &  robufle.  Helas !  que  de  profpe- 
rites  ne  me  reftoit-il  pas  encore  a  gouter  fur  le  trone  ! 
Mais  une  femme  que  j’aimois,  &  qui  ne  m’aimoit  pas. 
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moved,  and  his  whole  body  covered  with  a  cold  fweat ; 
but  his  courage  fupported  him.  Lifting  up  his  hands 
and  eyes  to  heaven,  Ye  mighty  Gods,  cried  he,  thefe  o- 
mens,  which  I  deem  propitious,  I  accept  with  pleafure  ; 
compleat  your  work.  He  faid,  and  redoubling  his  pace, 
rufhed  boldly  forward. 

Whereupon  the  thick  fmoke  which  rendered  the  mouth 
of  the  cavern  fatal  to  all  animals  that  approached  it,  was 
difperfed,  and  the  poifonous  flench  cealed  for  a  while. 
Telemachus  entered  alone  ;  for  what  mortal  durit  attend 
him  ?  Two  Cretans,  who  came  with  him  to  a  certain 
diftance  from  the  cave,  and  to  whom  he  had  communi¬ 
cated  his  defign,  waited  in  a  temple  at  a  diftance,  trem¬ 
bling,  half-dead,  offering  up  their  vows,  and  defpairing 
of  ever  feeing  Telemachus  again. 

Mean  time  the  fon  of  Ulyft'es  ruflies  fword  in  hand  into 
this  horrible  darknefs.  He  prefently  perceives  a  faint 
glimmering  light,  like  that  which  is  feen  in  the  night¬ 
time  on  the  earth  ;  he  obferves  the  airy  ghofts 'fluttering 
around  him,  and  drives  them  away  with  his  fword.  He 
afterwards  fees  the  dolefome  banks  of  the  boggy  river, 
whole  foul  and  fluggifh  waters  are  continually  whirling 
round.  On  the  fliore  he  difeovers  an  innumerable  crowd 
of  unburied  dead,  vainly  prefenting  themfelves  to  the 
inexorable  Charon.  This  God,  whofe  everlafting  age 
is  eternally  furly  and  morofe  but  full  of  vigour,  threatens 
them,  drives  them  away,  and  immediately  admits  the 
young  Greek  into  his  bark.  Telemachus,  as  he  enters 
it,  hears  the  groans  of  a  difconfolate  ghoft. 

What  occafions  your  diftrefs,  faid  he  ?  Who  were  you 
on  the  earth  ?  I  was,  replied  the  {hade,  Nabopharzaii 
king  of  haughty  Babylon.  All  the  nations  of  the  eaft 
trembled  at  the  very  found  of  my  name  ;  I  caufed  my- 
felf  to  be  worfhipped  by  the  Babylonians  in  a  marble 
temple,  where  I  was  reprefented  by  a  golden  ftatue,  be¬ 
fore  which  were  burnt  both  night  and  day  the  moll:  pre¬ 
cious  perfumes  of  ^Ethiopia.  Whoever  prefumed  to  con¬ 
tradict  me,  was  immediately  chaftifed  for  it.  New  plea- 
lures  were  daily  invented  to  make  my  life  more  delight¬ 
ful,  and  I  was  fti.ll  young  and  robnft.  Oh  Nwhat  joys 
had  1  to  tafte  on  a  throne  !  But  a  woman  whom  I  loved, 
and  who  did  not  love  me,  made  me  very  fenfible  that  I 
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m’a  bien  fait  fentir  que  je  n’etois  pas  Dieu.  Elle  m’a 
empoifonne.  Je  ne  fuis  plus  rien.  On  mit  hier  avec 
pompe  mes  cendres  dans  une  urne  d’or.  On  pleura  ; 
on  s’arracha  les  cheveux  ;  on  fit  femblant  de  vouloir  fe 
jeter  dans  les  flames  de  mon  bucher  pour  mourir  avec 
moi ;  on  va  encore  gemir  au  pied  du  fuperbe  tombeau  ou 
l’on  amis  mes  cendres.  Mais  perfonne  ne  me  regrette  ; 
ma  memoire  eft  en  horreur  meme  dans  ma  famiile,  Sc 
ici-bas  je  fouffre  deja  d’horribles  traitemens. 

Telemaque  touche  de  ce  fpebtacle,  lui  dit :  Etiez-vous 
veritablement  heureux  pendant  votre  regne  ?  Sentiez- 
vous  cette  douce  paix,  fans  laquelle  le  cceur  demeure 
toujours  ferre  Sc  fietri  au  milieu  des  delices?  Non,  re- 
pondit  le  Babylonien  je  ne  fais  meme  ce  que  vous  voulez 
dire.  Les  fages  vantent  cette  paix  comme  V unique  bien; 
pour  moi  je  ne  l’ai  jamais  fentie.  Mon  cceur  etoit  fans 
ceffe  agite  de  defirs  nouveaux,  de  crainte  Sc  d’efperance. 
je  tachois  de  m’etourdir  moi-meme  par  1’ebranlementde 
mes  paffions  ;  jJavois  foin  d’entretenir  cette  ivrefte  pour 
la  rendre  continuelle.  Le  moindre  intervale  de  raifon 
tranquille  m’eut  ete  trop  amer.  Voila  la  paix  dont  j’ai 
joui ;  toute  autre  me  paroit  une  fable  Sc  un  fonge.  Voila 
les  biens  que  je  regrette. 

En  parlant  ainfi,  le  Babylonien  pleuroit  comme  un 
homtpe  lache,  qui  a  ete  amolli  par  les  profperites,  &  qui 
n’eft  point  accoutume  a  fupporter  conftamment  un  mal- 
heur.  II  avoit  aupres  de  lui  quelques  efclaves  qu’on 
avoit  fait  mourir  pour  honorer  fes  funerailles.  Mercure 
les  avoit  livres  a  Caron  avec  leur  roi,  Sc  leur  avoit  donne 
une  puiftance  abfolue  fur  ce  roi  qu’ils  avoient  fervi  fur  la 
terre.  Ces  ombres  d’efclaves  ne  craignoient^  plus  l’om- 
bre  de  Nabopharzan,  elles  la  tenoient  enchainee.  Sc  lui 
fefoient  les  plus  cruelles  indignites.  L’un  lui  difoit : 
N’etions-nous  pas  hommes  aufti  bien  que  toi  ?  Comment 
etois-tu  affez  infenfe  pour  te  croire  un  Dieu  ;  Sc  ne  falloit- 
il  pas  te  fouvenir  que  tu  etois  de  la  race  des  autres  hom¬ 
mes?  Un  autre,  pour  lui  infulter,  difoit:  Tu  avois 
raifon  de  ne  vouloir  pas  qu’on  te  prit  pour  un  homme ; 
car  tu  etois  un  monftre  fans  humanite.  Un  autre  lui 

di&it:  He  bien  1  cu  font  maintenant  tes  flaneurs?  Tu 
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was  not  a  God.  She  poifoned  me.  I  now  am  nothing. 
My  afhes  were  yefterday  depofited  in  a  pompous  manner 
in  a  golden  urn.  My  people  wept  for  me  ;  they  tore  off 
their  hair  ;  they  feemed  as  if  they  would  throw  themfelves 
into  my  flaming  pyre  to  die  with  me,  and  they  ftid  go 
and  pour  forth  their  groans  at  the  foot  of  the  {lately  tomb 
in  which  my  afhes  are  laid  :  But  nobody  really  laments 
me  ;  my  memory  is  abhorred  even  in  my  own  family, 
and  f  already  fuffer  here  below  an  horrible  kind  of  treat¬ 
ment.  # 

Telemachus  moved  by  this  fight,  faid,  vv  ere^  you 
really  happy  while  you  reigned  ?  Did  you  feel  thatfweet 
peace  of  mind,  without  which  the  heart  is  always  oppreft 
and  withers  in  the  midfl  of  pleafures  ?  No,  replied  the 
Babylonian,  I  do  not  even  know  what  you  mean,  ft  he 
fages  indeed  vaunt  of  this  peace  as  the  only  good  ;  but 
for  me,  I  never  experienced  it.  My  heart  was  continu¬ 
ally  agitated  by  new  defires,  by  fear  and  by  ^hope.^  I 
endeavoured  to  make  myfelr  giddy  by.  the  rapid  motions 
of  my  paffions,  and  I  took  care  to  maintain  the  intoxi¬ 
cating  career,  and  to  make  it  lafling.  The  fhortefl  in¬ 
terval  of  calm  reafon  had  been  very  irkfome  to  me. 
This  is  the  peace  which  I  enjoyed  ;  all  other  feemed  to 
me  but  a  fable  and  a  dream.  Thefe  are  the  bleffings 
which  I  regret. 

The  Babylonian,  as  he  fpoke  thus,  wept  like  a  mean- 
fpirited  wretch,  that  had  been  enervated  by  profperity, 
and  had  not  been  ufed  to  bear  adverfity  with  fortitude. 
There  were  feveral  (laves  about  him  who  had  been  put 
to  death  to  honour  his  funeral.  Mercury  had.delivered 
them  up  to  Charon  with  their  king,  and  had  given  them 
an  abfolute  power  over  him  whom  they  had  ferved  on  the 
earth.  The  fhades  of  thefe  flaves  were  no  longer  afraid 
of  Nabopharzan’s  fhade  ;  they  held  it  in  chains,  and 
offered  it  the  mofl  cruel  indignities.  One  faid  to  him. 
Were  we  not  men  as  well  as  thou  ?  What  made  thee  fo 
frantic  as  to  think  thyfelf  a  God  ?  Shouldefl  thou  not 
have  remembered  that  thou  vvert  of  the  fame  race  as 
others  ?  Another,  to  infult  him,  faid,  Thou  vvert  in  the 
right  in  being  unwilling  to  be  taken  for  a  man  ;  for  thou 
vvert  a  monfler  void  of  humanity.  A  third  cried  out  1 
Well !  where  are  thy  flatterers  now?  Wretch,  thou  haft 

no 
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n’as  plus  rien  a  donner,  malheureux :  tu  ne  peux  plus 
faire  aucun  mal ;  te  voila  devenu  efclave  de  tes  efclaves 
memes.  Les  Dieux  font  lents  a  faire  juflice,  mais  enfkr 
ils  la  font. 

A  ces  dures  paroles,  Nabopharzan  fe  jetoit  le  vifage 
contre  terre,  arrachant  fes  cheveux  dans  un  exces  de  rage 
&  de  defefpoir.  Mais  Caron  difoit  aux  efclaves :  Tirez-le 
par  fa  chaine  ;  relevez~le  malgre  lui ;  il  n’aura  pas  meme 
la  confolation  de  cacher  fa  honte  :  il  faut  que  toutes  les 
ombres  du  Styx  en  foient  temoins,  pour  juflifier  les 
Dieux,  qui  ont  fouffert  fi  long-tems  que  cet  impie  regnat 
fur  la  terre.  Ce  n’eA  encore  la  6  Babylonien,  que  le 
commencement  de  tes  douleurs ;  prepare-toi  a  etre  juge 
par  ^inflexible  Minos,  juge  des  enfers. 

Pendant  ce  difcours  du  terrible  Caron,  la  barque  tou- 
choit  deja  le  rivage  de  1’empire  de  Pluton.  Toutes  les 
ombres  accouroient  pour  confiderer  cet  homme  vivant, 
qui  paroiflbit  au  milieu  de  ces  morts  dans  la  barque  ; 
mais  dans  le  moment  ou  Telemaque  mit  pied  a  terre,  elles 
s’enfuirent,  femblables  aux  ombres  de  la  nuit,  que  la 
moindre  clarte  du  jour  difiipe.  Caron  montrant  au  jeune 
Grec'un  front  moins  ride,  &  des  yeux  moins  farouches 
qu’a  Pordinaire,  lui  dit :  Mortel  cheri  des  Dieux,  puif- 
qu’il  t’eA  donne  d’entrer  dans  le  royaume  de  la  nuit,  in- 
acceflible  aux  autres  vivans,  hate-toi  d’aller  ou  les  Def- 
tins  t’appelent ;  va  par  ce  chemin  fombre  au  palais  de 
Pluton,  que  tu  trouveras  fur  foil  trone  ;  il  te  permettra 
d’entrer  dans  les  lieux  dGnt  il  m’efl;  defendu  de  te  de- 


couvrir  le  fecret. 

Auflitot  Telemaque  s’avance  a  grands  pas.  Il  voit  de 
tous  cotes  voltiger  des  ombres  plus  nombreufes  que  les 
grains  de  fable  qui  couvrent  les  rivages  de  la  mer  ;  & 
dans  l’agitation  de  cette  multitude  infinie,  il  elt  faifi 
d’une  horreur  divine,  obfervant  le  profond  fllence  de  ces 
vaftes  lieux.  Ses  cheveux  fe  dreflent  fur  fa  tete,  quand 
il  aborde  le  noir  fejour  de  Pimpitoyable  Pluton  ;  il  lent 
fes  genoux  ehancelans,  la  voix  lui  manque  ;  &  c’efl:  avec 
peine  qu’il  pent  prononcer  au  Dieu  ces  paroles :  Vous 
voyez,  6  terrible  Divinite,  le  flls  du  malheureux  UlylTe  ; 
je  viens  vous  demander  fi  mon  pere  ell  defcendu  dans 
votre  empire,  ou  s’il  ell  encore  errant  lur  la  terre. 
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no  longer  any  thing  to  give ;  thou  haft  not  the  power  to 
do  any  more  mifchief ;  thou  art  become  the  flave  even  of 
thy  own  ftaves.  The  Gods  are  (low  to  do  juftice,  but 
they  do  it  at  1  aft. 

At  thefe  grating  words  Nabopharzan  threw  himfelf 
proftrate  on  the  earth,  tearing  off  his  hair  in  a  fit  of  rage 
and  defpair.  But  Charon  faid  to  the  ftaves.  Haul  him 
up  by  his  chain,  raife  him  whether  he  will  or  no  ;  he 
fhall  not  have  even  the  confolation  of  hiding  his  confu- 
iion  ;  all  the  ghofts  of  Styx  muft  be  witneffes  of  it,  to 
juftify  the  Gods,  who  have  fo  long  fullered  this  impious 
wretch  to  reign  on  the  earth.  This,  Babylonian,  is  but 
the  beginning  of  thy  borrows  ;  prepare  thyfelf  to  be  tried 
by  Minos,  the  inflexible  judge  of  hell. 

*  During  this  fpeech  of  the  terrible  Charon,  the  bark 
reached  the  fhore  of  Pluto’s  realm.  All  the  ghofts  ran 
to  view  the  living  mortal  that  appeared  in  the  boat  in  the 
midft  of  the  dead  ;  but  the  moment  Telemachus  fet  his 
foot  on  the  lhore,  they  fled  like  the  lhades  of  night, 
which  the  leaft  glimpfe  of  day  difperfes.  Charon  with  a 
brow  lefs  wrinkled,  and  eyes  lefs  fierce  than  ufual,  faid 
to  the  young  Greek,  Thou  mortal  beloved  of  the  Gods, 
ftnce  it  is  given  thee  to  enter  the  kingdom  of  night,  which 
is  inaccefiible  to  the  living,  make  hafte  and  go  where  the 
Deftinies  call  thee  ;  go  along  this  gloomy  path  to  the 
palace  of  Pluto,  whom  you  will  find  on  his  throne  ;  he 
will  permit  you  to  enter  regions  whofe  fecrets  1  am  for¬ 
bidden  to  difcover  to  you. 

Hereupon  Telemachus  advances  with  hafty  fteps.  He 
fees  on  all  ftdes  fluttering  fhades  more  numerous  than  the 
grains  of  fand  on  the  fea-fnore ;  and  cbferving  the  con- 
fufton  and  hurry  of  this  infinite  multitude,  and  the  pro¬ 
found  filence  of  thefe  fpacious  regions,  he  is  iiruck  with 
an  holy  fear.  His  hair  rifes  upright  on  his  head,  on  his 
arrival  It  the  inexorable  Pluto’s  drear  abode  ;  his  knees 
tremble,  his  voice  fails  him,  and  it  is  with  difficulty 
that  he  is  able  to  addrefs  thefe  words  to  the  God  :  You 
behold,  O  tremendous  Deity,  the  fon  of  the  unhappy 
Ulyffes  ;  I  am  come  to  enquire  if  my  father  be  defend¬ 
ed  into  your  empire,  or  if  he  be  ftill  wandering  on  the 
earth. 


« 


Pluto 
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Pluton  etoit  fur  un  trone  d’ebene,  foil  vifage  etoit  pale 
&  fevere,  fes  yeux  creux  &  etincelans,  fon  front  ride  & 
mena5ant.  La  vue  d’un  homme  vivant  lux  etoit  odieufe, 
comme  la  lumiere  offenfe  les  yeux  des  animaux  qui  ont 
accoutume  de  ne  fortir  de  leurs  retraites  que  pendant  la 
nuit.  A  fon  cote  paroiffoit  Proferpine,  qui  attiroit  feule 
fes  regards,  &  qui  fembloit  un  peu  adoucir  fon  cceur. 
Elle  jouiftbit  d’une  beaute  toujours  nouvelle  ;  mais  elle 
paroiffoit  avoir  joint  a  fes  graces  divines  je  ne  fais  quoi 
de  dur  &  de  cruel  de  fon  epoux. 


Aux  pieds  du  trone  etoit  la  mort  pale  &  devorante  avec 
fa  faux  tranchante  qu’elle  aiguifoit  fans  cede.  Autour 
d’elle  voloient  les  noirs  foucis,  les  cruelles  defiances,  les 
vengeances  toutes  degoutantes  de  fang,  &  couvertes  de^ 
plaies ;  les  haines  injuftes  ;  P  avarice  qui  fe  rouge  elle- 
meme  ;  le  defefpoir  qui  fe  dechire  de  fes  propres  mams ; 
l’ambition  forcenee  qui  renverfe  tout ; .  la  trahifon  qui 
veut  fe  repaitre  de  fang,  &  qui  ne  peut  jouir  des  maux 
qu’elle  a  faits  ;  Penvie  qui  verfe  fon  venin  mortel  autour 
d’elle,  &  qui  fe  tourne  en  rage  dans  Pimpuiffance  ou 
elle  eft  de  nuire  ;  l’impiete  qui  fe  creuie  elle-meme  un 
abime  fans  fond,  oil  elle  fe  precipite  fans  efperance  ;  les 
fpeftres  hideux  ;  les  fantomes  qui  reprefentent  les  morts 
pour  epouvranter  les  vivans  ;  les  fonges  afrreux  ;  les  in- 
fomnies  aufti  cruelles  que  les  triftes  fonges.  Toutes  ces 
images  funeftes  environnoient  le  fier  Pluton,  &  remphi- 
foient  le  palais  oil  il  habite.  II  repondit  a  T  elemaque 
d’une  voix,  qui  fit  mugir  le  fond  de  PErebe.  ^ 

Teune  mortel,  le  deftin  t’a  fait  violer  cet  afyle  facre 
des  ombres  ;  fuis  ta  haute  deftinee  ;  je  ne  te  diiai  point 
ou  eft  ton  pere  ;  il  fuffit  que  tu  fois  libre  de  le  chercher. 
Puifqu’il  a  ete  roi  fur  la  terre,  tu  n’as  qu’a  parcourir 
d’un  cote  Pendroit  du  noir  Tartare  ou  les  mauvais  icis 
font  punis,  &  de  l’autre  les  champs  Elyfees  ou  les  bons 
rois  font  recompenfes.  Mais  tu  ne  peux  aller  d  ici  dans 
les  diamps  Elyfees,  qu’apres  avoir  pafte  par  le  Tartare. 
Hate-toi  d’y  aller,  &  de  fortir  de  mon  empire. 


A  Pinftant  Telemaque  femble  voler  dans  ces  efpaces 
vides  &  immenfes,  tant  il  lui  tarde  de  favoir  s’il  verra 
fon  pere,  &  de  s’eloigner  de  la  prefence  horrible  du  ty- 


i 

I 


t 

1 


B 


1 


BookXVIIl.  TELE  MACH  US.  '  84 

Pluto  was  feated  on  a  throne  of  ebony.  His  counte¬ 
nance  was  pale  and  fevere,  his  eyes  hollow  and  fpark- 
ling,  his  brows  wrinkled  and  threatning.  The  fight  of 
a  living  man  was  hateful  to  him,  as  the  light  is  offenfive 
to  the  eyes  of  animals  that  are  ufed  to  go  «ut  of  their  re¬ 
treats  only  by  night."  By  his  fide  appeared  Proferpine, 
who  alone  attracted  his  looks,  and  feemed  a  little  to 
mollify  his  heart.  She  enjoyed  an  ever-blooming  beauty ; 
but  fhe  feemed  to  have  joined  to  her  divine^  charms  I 
know  not  what  of  the  obduracy  and  cruelty  of  her  huf- 
band. 

At  the  foot  of  the  throne  was  pale  devouring  death, 
with  his  keen  fcythe,  which  he  was  continually  wheting. 
Around  him  hovered  gloomy  cares,  cruel  jealoufy,  re¬ 
venge  all  dropping  with  blood  and  covered  with  wounas; 
groundlefs  hate,  avarice  gnawing  her  own  fiefh ;  defpair 
rending  herfelf  with  her  own  hands ;  mad  ambition  over¬ 
throwing  every  thing  ;  treafon  thirlling  for  blood,  and 
unable  to  enjoy  the  evils  fhe  had  occafioned ;  envy 
pouring  her  deadly  venom  around  her,  and  raging  at 
her  want  of  power  to  injure  ;  impiety  digging  a  bot- 
tomlefs  pit,  and  flinging  herfelf  in  delpair  into  it ;  ghailly 
fpedlres  ;  phantoms  which  affume  the  form  of  the  dead 
to  terrify  the  living  ;  frightful  dreams,  and  wrant  or  fieep 
as  tormenting  as  they  :  All  thefe  dreadful  images  envi¬ 
roned  the  haughty  Pluto,  and  crowded  his  palace.  He 
anfwered  Telemachus  in  a  voice  whicn  made  the  bottom, 
of  Erebus  roar. 

Young  mortal,  defliny  has  given  thee  to  violate  this 
facred  afylum  of  fhades  ;  purfue  thy  glorious  fortune  ;  I 
fhall  not  tell  thee  where  thy  father  is  ;  it  fufhces  that 
thou  art  free  to  look  for  him.  As  he  was  a  king  upon 
the  earth,  you  need  only  run  through,  on  one  hand,  that 
part  of  dreary  Tartarus  where  wicked  kings  are  punifh- 
ed,  and  the  Elyfian  fields,  on  the  other,  where  good 
kings  are  rewarded.  But  you  cannot  go  from  hence  to 
the  Elyfian  fields,  without  paffing  through  Tartarus. 
Haflen  thither,  and  quit  my  dominions. 

Telemachus  inftantly  feems  to  fly  through  thofe  empty 
and  immenfe  fpaces,  fo  much  did  he  long  to  know  if  he 
(hould  fee  his  father,  and  to  get  out  of  the  dreadful  pre¬ 
fence 
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ran  qui  dent  en  crainte  les  vivans  Sc  les  morts.  II 
apper^oit  bientot  aflez  pres  de  lui  le  noir  Tartare  ;  il 
en  fortoit  une  fumee  noire  Sc  epailfe,  dont  l’odeur  em- 
peftee  donneroit  la  mort,  fi  elle  fe  repandoit  dans  la  de- 
meure  des  vivans.  Cette  fumee  couvroit  un  fleuve  de 
feu  &  des  tourbillons  de  flame,  dont  le  bruit  femblable 
a  celui  des  torrens  les  plus  impetueux  quand  ils  s’elan- 
cent  des  plus  hauts  rochers  dans  le  fond  des  abimes,  fe- 
foit  qu’on  ne  pouvoit  rien  entendre  diftindlement  dans 
ces  trifles  lieux. 

Telemaque  fecretement  anime  par  Minerve,  entre 
fans  crainte  dans  ce  gouffre.  D’abord  il  appert^ut  un 
grand  nombre  d’hommes  qui  avoient  vecu  dans  les  plus 
baffes  conditions,  Sc  qui  etoient  punis  pour  avoir  cherche 
les  richeffes  par  des  fraudes,  des  trahifons  Sc  des  cruautes. 
Il  y  remarqua  beaucoup  d’impies  hypocrites,  qui  fefant 
femblant  d’aimer  la  religion,  s’en  etoient  fervis  comme 
d’un  beau  pretexte  pour  contenter  leur  ambition,  Sc  pour 
fe  jouer  des  hommes  credules.  Ces  hommes,  .qui  avoient 
abufe  de  la  vertu  meme,  quoi  qu’elte  foit  le  plus  grand 
don  des  Dieux,  etoient  punis  comme  les  plus  fcelerats  de 
tous  les  hommes.  Les  enfans  qui  avoient  egorge  leurs 
peres  &  leurs  meres  ;  les  epoufes  qui  avoient  trempe 
leurs  mains  dans  le  fang  de  leurs  maris  ;  les  traitres  qui 
avoient  livre  leur  patrie  apres  avoir  viole  tous  les  fer- 
mens,  fouftiroient  des  peines  moins  cruelles  que  ces  hy¬ 
pocrites.  Les  trois  juges  des  enfers  l’avoient  ainfi  voulu, 
&  voici  leur  raifon.  C’eft  que  les  hypocrites  ne  fe  con- 
tentent  pas  d’etre  mechans  comme  le  refte  des  impies  ; 
ils  veulent  encore  pafler  pour  bons,  &  font  par  leur 
faufle  vertu  que  les  hommes  n’ofent  plus  fe  her  a  la  ve¬ 
ritable.  Les  Dieux  dont  ils  fe  font  joues.  Sc  qu’ils 
ont  rendus  meprifables  aux  hommes,  prennent  plaiflr  a 
employer  toute  leur  puilfance  pour  fe  venger  de  leurs 
inful  tes. 

Aupres  de  ceux-ci  paroifloient  d’autres  hommes  que  le 
vulgaire  ne  croit  guere  coupables,  8c  que  la  vengeance 
divine  pourfuit  impitoyablement :  ce  font  les  ingrats,  les 
menteurs,  les  flatteurs  qui  ont  loue  le  vice  ;  les  critiques 
malins  qui  ont  tache  de  fletrir  la  plus  pure  vertu  ;  enfin 
ceux  qui  ont  juge  temerairement  des  chofes  fans  les  con- 
noitre  a  fond,  &  qui  par  la  ont  nui  a  la  reputation  des 
innocens.  '  Mais 
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fence  of  the  tyrant  who  awes  both  the  living  and  the 
dead.  Near  him  he  prefen tly  perceives  the  dilmal  Tar¬ 
tarus,  from  which  ilfued  a  black  thick  fmoke,  whofe 

^  *  /T*  c*  j  -  i  t  ^  ^  d  a  mortal,  had  it  been 

dihufed  in  the  manfions  of  the  living.  This  fmoke  ho¬ 
lered  over  a  river  of  fire  and  whirlwinds  cf  flames, 
whoie  roaring,  like  that  of  the  moll  impetuous  torrents 
tailing  from  the  highefl  rocks  into  the  deepeft  abyffes, 
prevented  one’s  hearing  any  thing  diftintfdy  in  thefe  re¬ 
gions  of  forrow. 

Telemachus  being  fecretly  encouraged  by  Minerva, 
enters  this  gujph  undaunted.  He  immediately  perceived 
a  great  number  of  men  who  had  lived  in  the  lowefl  na¬ 
tions,  and  were  punilhed  for  having  fought  riches  by 
baud,  treachery  and  cruelty.  ■  He  obferved  many  im¬ 
pious  hypocrites,  who  pretending  to  love  religion,  had 
uied  it  only  as  a  ipecious  pretence  to  gratify  their  ambition, 
ana  to  impofe  upon  tjie  credulous.  Thefe  wretches,  who 
had  abufed  virtue  itfelf,  though  it  is  the  moll  precious 
gilt  of  the  Gods,  were  punilhed  as  the  moil  wicked  of 
all  mankind.  Children  who  had  killed  their  fathers  and 
their  mothers,  wives  who  had  dipt  their  hands  in  their 
hufband  s  blood,  and  traitors  who  had  violated  all 
tne  molt  lolernn  oaths,  and  facrifced  their  country, 
fullered  lefs  cruel  tortures  than  thefe  hypocrites  :  Such 
is  the  pleafure  of  the  three  judges  of  keif,  and  their  rea- 
fon  tor  it  is,  becaufe  hypocrites  are  not  fatisfied  with 
being  wicked  like  other  impious  wretches  ;  they  endea¬ 
vour  to  be  thought  good,  and  make  men  by  their  coun¬ 
terfeit  virtue  afraid  of  relying  on  true.  The  Gods  whom 
they  mocked,  and  rendered  contemptible  to  men,  take 
a  pleafure  in  exerting  their  whole  power  to  revenge 
themfelv'es  of  their  infults. 


Near  thefe  appeared  others,  wdio,  though  nqt  efleemed 
culpable  by  the  vulgar,  are  profecuted  by  the  divine  ven- 
g-eance  without  mercy :  Thefe  are  the  ungrateful,  the  lyar, 
the  flatterer  who  applauded  vice,  malignant  cemurers  who 
endeavoured  to  iully  the  purell  virtue,  and  thofe  who 
ralhlyjuuged  of  things  without  knowingthem  thoroughly, 
and  thereby  injured  the  reputation  of  the  innocent. 

Tom.  II,  j-j 


« 


But 
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Mais  parroitoutes  les  ingratitudes,  celle  qui  etoit  pu- 
nie  commeTa  plus  noire.  Cell  celle  qui  fe  commet  envers 
les  Dieux.  Quoidonc!  difoit  Mines,  on  pafle  pour.  un 
monftre,  quand  on  manque  de  reconnoiffance  pour  fon 
pete  ou  pour  fon  ami,  de  qui  on  a  re?u  quelques  fecours, 

&  on  fait  gloire  d’etre  ingrat  envers  es  Dieux,  de  qui 
on  tient  la  vie,  &  tons  les  biens  qu  elle  renferme : !  Ne 
leur  doit-on  pas  fa  naiflance  plus  qu  au.pere  &  a  la  mere 
de  qui  on  eft  ne  ?  Plus  les  crimes  font  impums i  &  excules 
fur  la  terre,  plus  ils  font  dans  les  enfers  1  objet  d  une 
vengeance  implacable,  a  qui  rien  n  echape, 

Telemaque  voyant  les  trois  juges  qui  etoient  affis,  qui 
condamnoient  un  homme,  ofa  leur  demander  quels  etoient 
fes  crimes.  Auffitot  le  condamne,  prenant  la  parole, 
s’ecria  •  Je  n’ai  jamais  fait  aucun  mal ;  J  ai  mis  tout 
mon  pUifir  a  faire  du  bien  ;  j’ai  etc :  magmfique,  liberal 
juftefcompatiffant ;  que  pent-on  done  me  reprocher 
Alors  Minos  lui  dit :  On  ne  te  reproche  rien  a  1  egard 
des  hommes  ;  mais  ne  devois-tu  pas  moms  aux  homines 
ou’aux  Dieux  ?  Quelle  eft  done  cette  jufttce  dent  tu  te 
vantes ?  Tu  n’as  manque  a  aucun  devoir  envers  les  hom- 
mel  qui  ne  font  rien  :  tu  as  ete  vertueux  ;  mais  tu  as  rap- 
porte  toute  ta  vertn  a  toi-meme,  &  non  aux  Dieux  qu,  te 
1’avoient  donnee  ;  car  tu  voulois  jouir  du  fruit  de  ta  pro- 
nrc  vertu,  &  te  renfermer  en  toi-meme.  Tu.  as  ete.ta 
Divinite  ;  mais  les  Dieux  qui  ont  tout  fait,  &qm  n  ont  rien 
fait  que  pour  eux-memes,  ne  peuvent  renoncer  a  eurs 
droits.  Tu  les  as  oubhes  ;  ils  t’oublieront^ils  te  livre- 
ront  a  toi-meme,  puifque  tu  as  voulu  etre  a  toi,  &  non 
vis  a  eux.  Cherche  done  mamtenant,^fi  tu  le  peux,  ta 
confolation  dans  ton  propre  coeur.  1  e  voila  a  jamais 
fepare  des  hommes  auiquels  tu  as  voulu  plaire.  Te  voila 
feul  avec  toi-meme  qui  etois  ton  idole  .  Apprens  qu 
B’v  a  point  de  veritable  vertu,  fans  le  refpeft  &  1  amour 
deS  Dmux  a  qui  tout  eft  du.  Ta  fauffe  vertu,  qui  a  long- 
terns  ebloui  les  hommes  faciles  a  tromper,  va  etre  con- 
fondue.  Les  hommes  ne  jugeant  des  vices  &  des  vertus 
par  ce  qui  les  choque  ou  les  accommode,  font  aven¬ 
ges  P&  fur  le  bien  &  fur  le  mal.  Ici  une  lumiere  divine 
renverfe  tons  leurs  jugemens  fuperficiels ;  elle  condamne 
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But  of  all  kinds  of  ingratitude  that  which  is  commit¬ 
ted  with  regard  to  the  Gods,  was  punifhed  as  the  black¬ 
ed.  What  !  faid  Minos,  is  a  man  reputed  a  monjfter, 
who  is  ungrateful  to  his  father,  or  his  friend,  of  whom 
he  Has  received  fome  favours,  and  does  he.  glory  in  be¬ 
ing  ungrateful  to  the  Gods,  of  whom  he  holds  his  life, 
and  all  the  bleffings  it  includes  !  Does  he  not  owe  his 
birth  to  them  more  than  to  the  father 'and  mother  of 
'whom  he  was  born  ?  The  more  crimes  are  winked  at 
and  excufed  on  the  earth,  the  more  are  they  the  obje&s 
of  an  implacable  vengeance,  which  nothing  efcapes,  in. 
hell. 

Telemachus  feeing  the  three  judges  fitting,  and  pall¬ 
ing  fentence  on  a  perfon  before  them,  was-  fo  free  as  to 
afk  them  what  his  crimes  were.  Upon  which  the  crimi¬ 
nal  took  the  word,  and  cried,  I  never  did  any  harm1; 

I  placed  all  my  delight  in  doing  good  ;  I  was  generous, 
liberal,  juft,  compaflionate  ;  with  what  then  can  I  be 
charged  ? .  Whereupon  Minos  faid.  Thou  art  charged 
with  nothing  as  to  men  ;  but  didd  thou  not  owe  them 
lefs  than  the  Gods  ?  What  is  this  juftice  thou  vaunted 
of?  Thou  had  failed  in  no  duty  towards  men  who  are 
nothing  :  thou  had  been  virtuous,  but  thou  didd  afcribe 
all  thy  virtue  to  thyfelf,  and  not  to  the  Gods  who  gave 
it  thee  ;  for  thou  woulded  needs  enjoy  the  fruit  of  thy 
own  virtue,  and  make  that  the  only  ipring  of  thy  hao- 
pinefs.  Thou  had  been  thy  own  Deity  ;  but  the  Gods 
who  made  all  things,  and  made  nothing  but  for  them- 
felves,  cannot  give  up  their  right.  Thou  had  forgotten 
them  ;  they  will  forget  thee,  and  deliver  thee  up  to  thy¬ 
felf,  fince  thou  refolvedd  to  be  thy  own  and  not  theirs. 
Now  therefore  find  thy  confolation,  if  thou  fcanft,  in  thy 
own  bofom.  Lo  !  thou  art  now  for  ever  feparated  from 
men  whom  thou  foughted  to  pleafe.  Lo  !  thou,  who 
wad  thy  own  idol,  art  now  alone  with  thyfelf.  Be  af- 
fured  that  there  is  no  true  virtue  without  a  reverence  and 
love  of  the  Gods,  to  whom  all  things  are  due.  Thy 
falfe  virtue,  which  long  dazzled  the  eyes  of  men  who 
are  eafily  impoled  upon,  will  now  be  put  to  confufion. 
Men  judging  of  virtue  and  vice  by  what  thwarts  orfuits 
with  their  intered,  are  blind  both  as  to  good  and  evil. 

Ha  -  ■  Kero 
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iouvent  ce  qu’ils  admirent,  &juftif.ece  qu’ils  condam- 
nent. 

A  ccs  mots  ce  phitofophe,  comme  fl*app5  d’un  coup  de 
foudre,  ne  pouvoit  fe  iupporter  lui-meme.  La  ccmplai- 
fance  qu’il  avoit  eue  autrefois  a  contempler  la  mode- 
ration,  foil  courage  &  fes  inclinations  generemes  ie 
changent  eii  defeipoir.  La  vue  de  ion  propre  cceur 
ennemi  des  Dieux  devient  ion  fupplice.  II  ie  voit  be 
ne  peut  caffer  de  fe  voir,  'll  vcit  la  vanife  des  juge- 
meris  des  homines,  auxquels  il  a  voulu  plaire  dans  touti  s 
fes  adions.  II  fe  fait  une  revolution  univerfede  ce  toit 
ce  cui  eft  au-dedans  de  lui,  comme  ii  on  bouleverloit 
toutes  fes  entrailles  ;  il  ne  fe  trouve  plus  le  rncme  ;  tout 
appui  lui  manque  dans  ion  cceur.  Sa  conference  don  Me 
temoio-nage  lui  avoit  ete  fi  doux,  s’eleve  centre  lui,  &  oai 
reproche  amerement  l’egarement  &  Lillufion  ae  toutei 
fes  vertus,  qui  n’ont  point  eu  le  cuite  de  la  Divime 
pour  principe  &  pour  fin  ;  il  ell  trouble,  confternc,  piem 
de  honte,  de  remords,  &  de  defefpoir.  Les  furies  ne 
le  tourmentent  point,  parce  qu’il  le'ur  iufiit  ce  1  atoir 
livre  a  lui-meme,  &  que  fon  propre  cceur  venge  ahez 
les  Dieux  meprifes.  11  cherche  les  heux  les  puis  lom- 
bres  pour  fe  cacher  aux  autres  morts,  ne  pouvant  ie 
cacher  a  lui-meme  ;  il  cherche  les  tenebres,.  &  ne  peut 
les  trouver.  Une  lumiere  importune  le  fuit -par- tout  ; 
par-tout  les  rayons  pecans  cle  la  vent'e  vont  venger  la 
verite  qu’il  a  neglige  de  fuivre.  'Lout  ce  qadl  a  aime 
lui  devient  odieux,  comme  etant  la  fource  de  fes  maux 
qui  ne  peuvent  jamais ‘finir.  11  dit  en  lui-peme:  O  m- 
feniel  je  n’ai  done  conhu  hi  les  Dieux,  ni  les  nommes, 
ni  moi-meme.  Non,  je  n’ai  rien  connu,  puiique  je  n  ai 
jamais  aime  Funique  &  veritable  bien.  Tous  mes  pas 
ont  ete  des  egaremens ;  ma  fageiie  n  etoit  que  folie  ; 
ma  vertu  n ’etoit  qu’un  drgueil  impie  &  aveugle  ;  j  etois 

moi-meme  mon  id  ole.  .  .  ,  . 

•  Enfin  Telemaque  apper^ut  les  rois  qui  etoient  con- 

darnnes  pour  avoir  abide  de  leur  puiftance.  D  un  cote 
line  Tune  v'engereffe  leur  prefentoit  un  miroir  qui  leur 
montrbit  toute  la  difformite  de  leurs  vices %  La  ils  re- 
gardoient,  &  ne  pouvoient" s’empecher  de  voir  le'ur  vanite 
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Here  a  divine  light  overthrows  all  their  fu  per  filial  opi¬ 
nions,  and  often  condemns  what  they  admire,  and  juirid 
fies’ what  they  condemn. 

At  thefe  -words  the  Phifcfopher,  as  if  he  had  been 
thunderftruck,  'could  not  fupport  himfelf.  The  compla¬ 
cency  with  which  he  had  formerly  contemplated  his  mo¬ 
deration,  his  courage  and  generous  inclinations,  was 
changed  into  defpair.  A  furvey  of  his  own  heart,  which 
had  been  an  enemy  to  the  Gods,  became  his  punifhment. 
He  views  himfelf,  and  cannot  ceafe  to  view  himfelf. 
He  fees  the  vanity  of  the  opinions  of' men,  whom  in' all 
his  actions  he  fought  to  pleafe.  There  is  an  nniverfal 
change  of  every  thing  within  him,-  as  if  all  his  bowels 
Tad  been  turned  tip-fide  down  ;  he  no  longer  finds  him¬ 
felf  the  fame  man,  and  every  prop  in  his  heart  fails  him. 
His  confcience,  whole  teftimony  ufed  to  pleafe  him  fev 
highly,  riles  up  againft  him,  and  bitterly  reproaches 
him  yvithjiis  mi  lb  ken  and  chimerical  virtues,  which  had 
not  the'vyorlfiip >  of  the  Deity  for  their  principal  and  end  ; 
he  is  troubled/  aftomihed,  overwhelmed  with  fhame,  re- 
)morie  and  defpair.  TheT  uriesftndeed  do  not  torment  him, 
‘becaufe  they  are  fatisfied  with  giving  him  up  to  himfelf, 
as  his  own  heart  abundantly  revenges  the  derided  Gods. 
He  feeks  the  blacked  corners  to  hide  himfelf  from  the 
reft  of  the  dead,  unable  to  hide  himfelf  from  himfelf ; 
he  feeks  for  darknefs  but  cannot  find  it.  A  troublefome 
light  follows  him  every  where  ;  every  where  the  pierc¬ 
ing  rays  “of  truth  purfue  him,  in  order  to  avenge  the 
truth  he  negledldd  to  follow.  Every  thing  which  he 
lored,  becomes,  hateful  to  him^  a.s  being  the  fource  of 
his  miferies,  which  are  to  be  eternal.  O  fool,  fays  he 
to  himfelf,  I  have  known  neither  Gods,  nor  men,  nor 
myfelf.  No,  I  have  known  nothing,  fince  I  never 
loved  the  only  tru,e  good.  All  my  fteps  have  been  -  er¬ 
roneous  ;  my  v.  ifdom  was  but  folly  ;  my  Virtue  w'as  only 
a  blind  and  impious  pride  ;  jfwas  my  own  idol. 

At  laft  Ttlemachus  beheld  the  kings  who  had  been 
condemned  for  abuling  their  power.  On  one  hand  a 
vengeful  Fury  p/efented  a  mirror  which  fliewed  them  all 
the  deformity-  of  their  vices.  There  they  law, ‘and  could- 
not  avoid  feeing,  their  grofs  vanity  and  greedinefs  of 

H  3  .  the 
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£ro{iiere  &  avide  desplus  ridicules  louanges  ;  leur  durete 
pour  les  hommes  dont  ils  auroient  du  faire  la  felicite  ; 
leur  inlenfibilite  pour  la  vertu  ;  leur  cramte  d  entendre 
laverite;  leurs  inclinations  pour  les  hommes  laches  to 
flatcars;  leur  inapplication,  leur  molefle,  leur  indolence, 
leur  defiance  deplacee,  leur  fade,  leur  exceflive  magni- 
licence  fondee  iur  la  ruine  des  peuples  ;  leur  ambition 
pour  acheter  un  peu  de  vaine  gloire  par  le  fang  de  leurs 
citoyens  ;  enfin  leur  cruaute  qui  cherche  chaque  jour  de 
nouvelles  delices  parmi  les  larmes,  &  le  defefpoir  de  tant 
de  malheureux.  Ils  fe  voyent  fans  cede  dans  ce  miroir  : 
Ils  fe  trouvent  plus  horribles  &  plus  monftrueux,  que 
n’eft  la  Chimere  vaincue  par  Bellerophon  ;  m  1  dre 
de  Lerne  abattue  par  Hercule  j  ni  Cerbere  meme,  quci- 
qu’il  vomiffe  de  fes  trois  gueules  beantes  un  fang  noir  & 
venimeux,  qui  eit  capable  d’empeiler  toute  la  race  des 

mortels  vivans  fur  la  terre.  .  . 

En  meme  terns,  d’un  autre  cote,  une  autre  Furie  leur 

repctoit  avec  infulte  routes  les  louanges  que  leurs  flaneurs 
leur  avoient  donnees  pendant  leur  vie,  &  leur  prefentoit 
un  autre  miroir,  ou  ils  fe  voyoient  tels  que  la  flatterie  les 
avoit  depeints ;  l’oppofition  de  ces  deux  peintures  fi  con- 
traires,  etoit  le  fupplice  de  leur  varnte.  _  On  remarquoit 
cue  les  plus  medians  d’entre  ces  rois  etoient  ceux  a  qu> 
2n  avoit  donne  les  plus  magnifies  louanges  pendant 
leur  vie,  parce  que  les  medians  font  plus  cramts  que  les 
bons,  &  qu’ils  exigent  fans  pudeur  les  laches  flatteries 
des  poetes  &  des  orateurs  de  leur  terns. 

On  les  entend  gemir  dans  ces  profondes  tenebres,  ou 
Us  ns  peuvent  voir  que  les  infultes,  &  les  derifions  qu  1  s 
out  a  fouffrir;  ils  n’ont  rien  autoiir  d’eux  qui  ne  les  re- 
pouffe,  qui  ne  les  contredife,  qui  ne  les  confonde.  Au 
lieu  que  fur  la  terre  ils  fe  jcuoient  de  la  vie  des  hommes, 
&  pretendoient  que  tout  etoit  fait  pour  les  fervir  ,  ans 
le  Tartare  ils  font  livres  a  tous  les  caprices  de  certains 
efclaves,  qui  leur  font  fentir  a  leur  tour  une  cruelle  ier- 
vitude.  Ils  fervent  avec  douleur,  &  li  ne  leur  rede  au- 
cune  efperance  de  pouvoir  jamais  adoucir  leur  captiyite. 
Us  font  fous  les  coupS  de  ces  efclaves,  devenus  leurs 
tyrarvs  impitoyables,  com  me  une  enclume  eft 
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the  moil  ridiculous  encomiums ;  their  barbarity,  to  man¬ 
kind,  whom  they  ought  to  have  rendered  happy  ;  their 
infenfibility  to  virtue;  their  fears  to  hear  the  truth; 
their  affection  for  bafe  flatterers ;  their  fupinenefs,  their 
luxury,  their  indolence,  their  mifplaced  jealoufles,  their 
pomp  ;  their  exceffive  magnificence,  founded  on  the  ruin 
of  the  people  ;  their  ambition  to  purchafe  a  little  empty 
glory  with  the  blood  of  their  citizens  ;  and  laltly,  their 
inhumanity,  in  daily  feeking  for  new  delights,  in  the 
tears  and  defpair  of  the  miferable  multitude.  In  this 
mirror  they  continually  viewed  themfelves,  and  found 
that  they  were  more  frightful  and  monltrous  than  the 
Chimera  which  Bellerophon  vanquifhed,  than  the  Ler- 
naean  Hydra  which  was  fubdued  by  Hercules,  and  even 
than  Cerberus  himfelf,  though  he  difgorges  from  his 
three  yawning  mouths,  a  black  venomous  gore,  which 
is  enough  to  poifon  the  whole  race  of  mankind. 

At  the  fame  time,  on  the  other  hand,  another  Fury 
repeated  to  them  in  an  infulting  manner  all  the  praifes 
which  their  flatterers  had  bellowed  upon  them  while 
they  were  living,  and  held  up  another  mirror  in  which 
they  faw  themfelves  fuch  as  adulation  had  defcribed 
them  ;  the  contrail  of  thefe  two  portraits  was  the  punilh- 
ment  of  their  vanity.  It  was  remarkable  that  the  wickr 
edelt  of  thefe  princes  were  thole  to  whom  the  moll  ful- 
fome  commendations  had  been  given  in  their  life-time  ; 
becaufe  the  wicked  are  more  dreaded  than  the  good,  and 
are  not  afhamed  to  require  the  bafe  incenfe  of  the  poets 
and  orators  of  their  time. 

They  are  heard  to  groan  in  this  profound  darknefs, 
where  they  can  fee  nothing  but  the  infults  and  derifions 
which  they  are  doomed  to  fuffer,  and  have  nothing  about 
them  that  does  not  repulfe  them,  that  does  not  thwart 
them,  that  does  not  confound  them.  Whereas  on  the 
earth  they  fported  with  the  lives  of  men,  and  pretended 
that  all  things  were  made  for  their  ufe  ;  in  Tartarus 
they  are  delivered  up  to  all  th£  caprices  of  certain  Haves, 
who  make  them  in  their  turn  feel  all  the  rigours  of  fer- 
vitude.  They  ferve  with  reluctance,  and  defpair  of  ever 
being  able  to  foften  their  captivity.  Under  the  lafhes 
of  thefe  flaves,  now  become  their  mercilefs  tyrants,  they 

H  4  are 
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coups  des  marteaux  des  Cyclopes,  quand  \  ulcain  lej? 
preife  de  travailler  dans  les  fournaifes  ardentes  du  mont 
Xil  w  na. 

La  Telemaque  apperyut  des  vifages  pales,  hideux  & 
confternes.  C’eft  une  trifteffe  noire  qui  rouge  ces  cri- 
minels.  Us  out  horreur  d’eux-memes,  &  ne  peuvent 
non  plus  fe  delivrer  de  cette  horreur,  que  de  leur  picpre 
nature.  Us  n’ont  point  befoin  d’autres  chatimens  de 
leurs  fautes  que  leurs  fautes  memes  ;  ns  les  voyent  fans 
ceffe  dans  toute  leur  enormite  ;  elles  ie  preientent  a  eux 
comme  des  fpedlres  horribles,  elles  les  pouifuivent. 
Pour  s’en  garantir  ils  cherchent  une  mort  plus  puift'ante 
que  celle  qui  les  a  fepares  de  leurs  corps.  Dans  le  de- 
fefpoir  ou  il^iont,  ils  appslent  a  leur  fecours  une  mort, 
qui  puifTe  eteindre  tout  ientiment  &  toute  connoiffance 
en  eux ;  ils  demandent  aux  abimes  de  les  engloutir  pour 
fe  derober  aux  rayons  vengeurs  de  la  verite  qui  les  pen- 
*  fecute.  Mais  ils  font  referves  a  la  vengeance  qui  diftile 
fur  eux  goutte  a  goutte,  &  qui  ne  tarira  jamais.  La  ve¬ 
rite,  qu’ils  ont  craint  de  voir,  fait  leur  fupplice;  ils  la 
voyent,  &  n’ont  des  yeux  que  pour  la  voir  s’elever  con- 
tr’eux.  Sa  vue  les  perce,  les  dechire,  les  arrache  a  eux- 
memes.  EUe  eft  comme  la  foudre  ;  fans  rien  detruire 
au-dehors,  elle  penetre  jufqu’au  fond  des  entrailles. 
Semblable  a  un  metal  dans  une  fournaife  ardente.  Lame 
eft  comme  fondue  par  ce  feu  vengeur  ;  il  ne  laiffe  aucune 
confidence,  &  il  ne  confume  rien  :  II  diftout  jufqu  aux 
premiers  principes  de  la  vie,  &  on  ne  peut  mourir.  On 
eft  arr  ache  afoi-meme  ;  on  n’y  peut  plus  trouver  ni  appui 
ni  repos  pour  un  feul  inftant  ;  on  ne  vit  plus  que  par 
la  rage  qu’on  a  contre  foi-meme,  &  par  une  perte  de 
toute  efperance  qui  rend  forcene. 

Parmi  ces  objets  qui  fefoient  drefier  les  cheveux  de 
Telemaque  fur  fa  tete,  il  vit  plufieurs  des  anciens  rois 
de  Lydie,  qui  etoient  punis  pour  avoir  prefere  les 
delices  d’une  vie  molle  au  travail  pour  le  foulagement 
des  peoples,  qui  doit  etre  infeparable  de  la  royaute. 

Ces  rois  fe  repochoient  les  un?  aux  autres  leur  aveugle- 
-jnent.  L’un  difoit  a  l’autre  qui  avoit  ete  fon  fils  Ne 
vous  avois-je  pas  recommande  louvent  pendant  ma  vieil- 

leffe  &  avant  ma  mort,  de  reparer  les  maux  que  j  ajois 

fait* 
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are  like  the  anvil  under  the  fbokes  of  the  hammers  of 
the  Cyclops,  when  Vulcan  urges  them  to  work  in  the 
burning  forges  of  mount  JE tna. 

There  Telemachus  law  pale,  ghaflly,  difmayed  counte¬ 
nances  ;  for  .gloomy  grief  preys  on  thefe  guilty  wretches. 
They  are  terrified  at  themfelves,  and  can  no  more  lhake 
off  this  terror  than  their  nature  itfelf.  They  need  no 
other  puniihment  of  their  crimes  than  their  crimes  them- 
-felves,  which  they  continually  fee,  in  all  their  enormity, 
flaring  them  in  the  face,  and  haunting  them  like  hideous 
ipedres.  To  avoid  thefe  they  feek  for  a  more  powerful 
death  than  that  which/eparated  them  from  their  bodies ; 
ithey  call  in  their  defpair  for  a  death  which  will  extinguifK 
Ml  fenfe  and  confcioufnefs  ;  they  implore  the  abyffes  to 
fival low  them  up,  and  to  fcreen  them  from  the  vengeful; 
and  perfecuting  rays  of  truth.  But  they  are  referved  for 
a  vengeance  which  aiftils  upon  them  drop  by  drop,  and 
.is  inexhauflible.  The  truth  which  they  dreaded  to  fee, 
becomes  their  punifhment  ;  they  fee  it,  and  have  eyes 
jonly  to  fee  it  rife  up  again!!  them.  The  fight  of  it 
.pierces  them,  rencts  them,  tears-  them.  It  refembles 
lightning;  without  hurting  the  outfide,  it  penenatcs  to 
xhe  inmoll  bowels.  The  foul,  like  metal  in  a  flaming 
furnace,  is  as  it  were  melted  by  this  vindidive  fire, 
.which  deilroys  its  whole  texture,  but  comumes  nothing  ; 
which  dido  Ives  even-  the  firlt  principles  ot  life,-  and  yet 
makes  it  impofiible  to  die.  They  are  racked  witn  in¬ 
conceivable  tortures,;,  they  can  find  nor  comfort  nor  ref! 
for  a  Jingle  moment  ;  they  exit!  only  by  their  fuiy 
■again!!  themfelves,  and  a  defpair  which  makes  them 
outrageous. 

Among  thefe  objeds,  which  made  Telemachus  t  liair 
rife  upright  on  his  head,  he  law  feveral  of  the  spicient 
kings  of  Lydi,a,  who  were  punilhe.d  for  having  prefered 
-the'pleaiures  of  an  effeminate  life  to  the  toils  of  mak¬ 
ing  their  people  happy,  which  ought  to  be  infeparable 
'  from  royalty. 

Thefe  princes  reproached  each  other  with  their  bhnu- 
nefs.  One.  faid  to  another,  who  had  been  his  fpn.  Did 
I  not  often,  during  rny  old  age  and  before  my  death, 

recommend  to  you  the  redrefilng  the  eviis  which  I  ha 
--  a  H$  occafi- 
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faits  par  ma  negligence  ?  Ah  !  malheureux  pere,  difoit 
le  fils,  c’eft  vous  qui  m’avez  perdu  ;  c’eft  votre  exemple 
qui  m’a  infpire  le  fade,  1’orgueil,  la  volupte,  Sc  la  du- 
rete  pour  les  hommes.  En  vous  voyant  regner  avec  tant 
de  molefle,  &  avec  tant  de  laches  flaneurs  autour  de  vous, 
je.  me  fuis  accoutume  a  aimer  la  flatterie  &  les  plaiftrs. 
J’ai  cru  que  le  refle  des  hommes  etoit  a  l’egard  des  rois, 
ce  que  les  chevaux  Sc  les  autres  betes  de  charge  font 
a  l’egard  des  hommes  ;  ,c’eft-a-dire,  des  animaux  dont 
on  ne  fait' cas  qu’autant  qu’ils  rendent  de  fervice  Sc  qu’ils 
donnent  de  commodites.  Je  l’ai  cru  ;  c’eft:  vous  qui  me 
Iavez  fait  croire.  Sc  maintenant  j«  fouffre  tant  de  maux 
pour  vous  avoir  imite.  A  ces  reproches  ils  ajoutoient 
les  plus  affreafes  maledi&ions,  Sc  paroifloient  animes  de 
rage  pour  s’entredechirer. 

Autour  de  ces  rois  voltigeoient  encore,  comme  des 
hlboux  dans  la  nuit,  les  cruels  foup5ons,  les  vaines  al- 
larmes,  les  defiances  qui  vengent  les  peuples  de  la  durete 
de  leurs  rois,  la  faim  infatiable  des  riches,  la  faufie  gloire 
toujours  tyrannique,  &  la  molefle  lache  qui  redouble  tous 
'les  maux  qu’on  fouffre  fans  pouvoir  jamais  donner  de 
folides  plaifirs.  '  ' 

On  voyoit  plufieurs  des  ces  rois  feverement  punis,  non 
pour  les  maux  qu’ils  avoient  faits,  mais  pour  avoir .  ne¬ 
glige  le  bien  qu’ils  auroient  du  faire.  Tous  les  crimes 
des  peuples  qui  viennent  de  la  negligence  avec  laquelle 
on  fait  obferver  les  loix,  etoient  imputes  aux  rois,  qui 
lie  doivent  regner  qu’afin  que  les  loix  regnent  par  leur 
miniftere.  On  leur  imputoit  aufii  tous  les  defordres  qui 
viennent  du  faftey  du  luxe.  Sc  de  tous  les  autres  exces 
cui  jetent  les  hommes  dans  un  etat  violent.  Sc  dans  la 
ten,tation  de  violer  les  loix  pour  acquerir  du  bien.  Sur- 
tout  on  traitoit  rigoureufement  les  rois,  qui  au  lieu  d’etre 
bons  Sc  vigilans  pafteurs  des  peuples,  n’avoient  fonge 
qu’a  ravager  le  troupeau  comme  des  loups  devorans. 

Mais  ce  qui  confterna  davantage  Telemaque,  ce  fut 
de  voir,  dans  cet  abime  de  tenebres  &  de  maux,  un 
grand  nombre  de  rois,  qui  ayant  pafle  fur  la  terre  pour 
des  rois  aflez  bons,  avoient  ete  condamnes  aux  peines  du 
Tartare,  pour  s’etre  laifles  gouverner  par  des  hommes 
mechans  Sc  artificicux.  11s  etoient  punis  pour  les  maux 
^u’ils  avoient  laifle  faire  par  leur  autorite.  La  plupart 
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©ccaftoned  by  my  negligence  ?  Ah !  unhappy  father  ! 
replied  the  Ton,  it  was  you  who  ruined  me  ;  it  was  your 
example  that  infpired  me  with  a  love  of  pomp,  with 
pride,  voluptuoul'nefs,  and  cruelty.  Seeing  you  reign 
in  fuch  luxury  and  with  a  crowd  of  flatterers  about 
you,  I  was  habituated  to  love  flattery  and  pleafure  ;  I 
thought  that  the  reft  of  men  were  with  refpeft  to  kings, 
what  horfes  and  other  beafts  of  burden  are  with  refpeft  to 
men,  animals  which  we  value  only  for  their  fervice,  and 
as  they  contribute  to  our  convenience.  This  I  be¬ 
lieved  ;  it  was  you  that  made  me  believe  it,  and  I 
now  fuffer  thefe  numberlefs  miferies  for  imitating  you. 
To  thefe  reproaches  they  added  the  molt  (hocking  im¬ 
precations,  and  feemed  in  a  rage  to  tear  each  other 
in  pieces. 

Around  thefe  kings  ftill  hovered,  like  owls  in  the 
night,  cruel  jealouftes,  groundlefs  alarms,  diffidence 
which  revenges  the  people  of  the  cruelty  of  their  princes, 
an  infatiable  thirft  of  riches,  falfe  glory,  which  is  always 
tyrannical,  and  Ihameful  luxury  which  doubles  all  the 
miferies  of  men,  and  has  it  not  in  her  power  to  yield 
them  fubftantial  pleafures. 

Several  of  thefe  kings  were  feverely  punilhed,  not  for 
the  evil  which  they  had  done,  but  for  the  omiffion  of 
the  good  which  they  ought  to  have  done.  All  the  crimes 
of  the  people  that  proceed  from  a  negligent  execution  of 
the  laws,  were  imputed  to  their  kings,  who  ought  to 
reign  only  that  the  laws  may  reign  by  their  miniftry. 
To  them  alfo  were  imputed  all  the  diforders  which  arife 
from  pomp,  luxury,  and  all  other  excefles  which  reduce 
men  to  extremity,  and  tempt  them  to  violate  the  laws 
for  the  fake  of  money.  Thofe  kings  efpecially  were 
treated  with  the  greateft  rigour,  who  inilead  ot  being 
good  and  watchful  Ihepherds  of  the  people,  had  ftudied 
only  to  worry  the  flock  like  ravenous  wolves. 

But  what  aftonilhed  Telemachus  yet  more,  was  to  fee,^ 
in  this  abyfs  of  darknefs  and  mifery,  a  great  number  of 
kings,  who  having  palled  on  the  earth  for  tolerably  good 
kings,  had  been  condemned  to  the  pains  ot  Tartarus  lor 
fubmitting  to  be  governed  by  wicked  and  crafty  men. 
They  were  punilhed  fo/  the  evils  which  they  had  fuffereci 
to  be  committed  by  their  authority.  Molt  of  thefe  had 
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de  ces  rois  n’avoient  ete  ni  bons  ni  medians,  tant  leur 
foiblefle  avoient  ete  grande  ;  ils  n’avoient  jamais  craint 
de  ne  pas  connoitre  la  verite  ;  ils  n’avoient  point  eu  le 
g  jut  de  la  vertu,  &  n’avoient  point  mis  leur  plaifxr  a 
iaire  du  bien. 
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been  To  weak,  that  they  had  been  neither  good  nor  bad ;  _ 
they  had  never  been  afraid  of  knowing^  the  truth,  but 
they  had  not  relilhed  virtue,  nor  placed  their  delight  in 
doing  good. 


END  OF  THE  EIGHTEENTH  BOOK* 
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SOMMALRE. 

TeUmaque  entre  dans  les  champs  Ely  fees,  cu  il  eft  recounts 
par  Arceftus  fon  bifayeid,  qui  V  ajjure  qu’Ulyfe  eft  vi~ 
<vant ;  qu’il  le  rev  err  a  a  Ithaque ,  &  qu  il  y  regnera 
apres  lui .  Arceftus  lui  peint  la  felieite  dont  jouift'ent  les 
kommes  juftes,  fur -tout  les  bons  rots ,  qui  pendant  leur  vie 
otif  fervi  les  Dieux ,  IA  fait  le  bonheur  des  peuples  qu’Hs 
ont  gouvernes.  11  lui  fait  remarquer  que  les  her  os,  qui  ont 
feulemsnt  excelle  dans  fart  de  faire  la  guerre,  font  beau- 
coup  meins  heureux  dans  un  lieu  fepare.  Il  donne  des  in - 
fruitions  a  Telemaqae  ;  puis  celui -ci  s’ en  vapour  rejoin - 
dre  en  diligence  le  camp  des  allies. 

LORSQUE  Telemaque  fortit  de  ceslieux,  il  fe  fen- 
tit  foulage  comme  fi  on  avoit  ote  une  montagne  de 
deffus  fa  poitrine  ;  il  comprit  par  ce  foulagement  le  mal- 
heur  de  ceux  qui  y  etoient  renfermes  fans  efperance  d’en 
fortir  jamais;  il  etoit  effrayede  voir  combien  les  rois etoi¬ 
ent  plus  rigoureufement  tourmentes  que  les  autres  coupa- 
bles.  Quoil  difoit-il,  tant  de  devoirs,  tant  de  perils,  tant 
de  pieges,  tant  de  difficultes  de  connoitre  la  verite  pour  fe 
defendre  contre  les  autres  &  contre  foi-meme  !  enfin  tant 
do  tourmens  horribles  dans  les  enfers,  apres  avoir  ete  il 
envie,  fi  agite,  fi  traverfe  dans  une  vie  courte  1  O  infenfe 
celui  qui  cherche  a  regner  !  Heureux  celui  qui  fe  borne 
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The  ARGUMENT. 


Telemachus  enters  into  the  Elyfian  fields ,  where  he  is  known 
by  Arcefius  his  great-grandfather ,  who  ajfures  him  that 
Ulyjfes  is  living ,  that  he  will  fee  him  again  in  Ithaca, 
and  reign  there  after  him.  Arcefius  gives  him  a  defcrip- 
tion  of  the  felicity  which  good  men  enjoy ,  and  efpecially 
good  kings ,  who  in  their  life-time  ferved  the  Gods,  and 
were  a  bleffing  to  the  people  they  governed .  He  makes 
him  obferve ,  that  the  heroes  who  excelled  only  in  the  art 
of  war ,  are  much  lefs  happy  in  a  place  by  themfelves r 
He  gives  T demachns  fome  inftruttions ,  who  then  returns 
with  fpeed  to  the  confederate  camp . 

HEN  Telemachus  came  out  of  this  place,  he 


found  himfelf  relieved,  as  if  a  mountain  had 


been  removed  from  his  bread:  $  he  was  fenfible  by  this 
relief  of  the  mifery  of  thofe  who  are  confined  there  with¬ 
out  hopes  of  ever  being  releafed,  and  was  terrified  to 
fee  how  much  more  rigoroufly  kings  were  tormented  than 
other  offenders.  What !  faid  he,  fo  many  duties,  fo 
many  dangers,  fo  many  fnares,  fo  many  difficulties  in 
getting  at  the  truth  in  order  to  guard  againft  others  and 
againil  ohe’s  felf  alfo  1  and  at  lad  fo  many  tortures  in 
hell,  after  one  has  been  fo  envied,  fo  difquieted,  fo 
thwarted  during  a  fhort  life  !  O  how  fenfelefs  is  he  who 
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a  une  condition  privee  Sc  paifible,  ou  la  vertu  lui  eft 
moms  difficile  1 

En  fefant  ces  reflexions  il  fe  troubloit  au  dedans  de 
lur-meme,  il  f remit  &  tomba  dans  une  confternation, 
qui  lui  fit  fentir  quelque  chofe  du  defefpoir  de  ces  mal- 
heureux  qu’il  venoit  de  confiderer  ;  mais  a  mefiure  qu’il 
s’eloignoit  de  ce  trifte  fejour  des  tenebres,  de  l’horreur, 
&  du  defefpoir,  fon  courage  ccmmen^a  peu  a  peu  a  re- 
naitre  :  il  refpircit.  Sc  entrevoyoit  deja  de  loin  la  douce 
Sc  pure  lumiere  du  fejour  des  heros. 

C’eft  dans  ce  lieu  qu’habitoient  tous  les  bons  rois  qui 
avoient  jufqu’alors  gou verne  les  hommes  ;  ils  etoient  fepa- 
res  du  reile  des  Julies .  Comme  les  mechans  princes  fouf- 
froient  dans  le  Tartare  des  fupplices  infiniment  plus  ri- 
goureux  que  les  autres  coupables  d’une  condition  privee; 
auffi  les  bons  rods  jouiffoient  dans  les  champs  Elyfees  d’um 
bonheur  infiniment  plus  grand  que  celui  du  refte  des 
hommes,  qui  avoient  aime  la  vertu  fur  la  terre. 

»  Telemaque  s’avan^a  vers  ces  rois,  qui  etoient  dans- 
des  bocages  odoriferans,  fur  des  gazons  toujqurs  ren,aif- 
fans  &  fieuris.  Mille  pedis  ruiffeaux  d’une  onde  pure  ar- 
rofoient  ces  beaux  lieux,  &  y  fefcient  fentir  une  deli- 
cieufe  fraicheur.  Un  nombre  infini  d’oifeaux  fefoient 
refonner  ces  bocages  de  leurs  doux  chant-s.  On  voyoit 
tout  enfemble  les  fleurs  du  printems,  qui  naiflbient  .(ous, 
les  pas,  avec  les  plus  riches  units  de  1’automne  qui  pen- 
doient  des  arbres,  La  jamais  on  ne  reffcntit  les  arciturs- 
de  la  canicule  ;  la  jamais  les  nobs  aquilons  n’oser.ent. 
foufHer  ni  faire  fentir  les  rigueurs  de  Phiver.  .  Ni  la 
guerre  alteree  de  fang,  ni  la  cruelie  envie  qui  mord 
.d’une  dent  venimeuie,  §c  qui  pprte  des  viperesentortil- 
lees  dans  fon  fein  &  autour  de  ies  bras,  ni  les  jaloufies, 
ni  les  defiances,  ni  la  crainte,  ni  les  vains  defirs  n’appro- 
chent  jamais  de  cet  heureux  fejour  de  la  paix.  Le  jour 
n’y  finit  point,  8c  la  nuit  avec  fes  fomb.res  voiles  y  eft 
inconnue.  Une  lumiere  pure  Sc  douce  fe  U panel  autour 
des  corps  de  ces  hommes  jufles,  Sc  les  environne  de  fes 
rayons  comme  d’un  vetement.  Cette  lumiere  n’eft 
point  femblable  a  la  lumiere  fombre  qui  eclaire  les  yeux 
des  miferables  mortels,  &  qui  n’eft  que  tenelpres  c’eft 
plutot  une  gloire  c&lefte  qu’une  iunueie,  Eile  penetre 
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is  ambitious  of  reigning  !  Happy  the  man  who  confines 
himfelf  to  a  private  and  peaceful  flation,  in  which  he  may 

with  lefs  difficulty  be  virtuous  ! 

As  he  made  thefe  reflexions  his  foul  was  dilordered^ ; 

He  trembled  and  fell  into  a  conifer  nation,  which  mads 
him  feel  fomething  of  the  defpair  of  the  wretches  he  had 
juft  feen  ;  but  as  he  went  away  from  this  dolefome  man- 
f  on  of  darknefs,  horror  and  defpair,  his  courage  began 
infenfibly  to  revive  :  He  already  felt,  and  had  a  glimpfe 
of  the  pure  and  fvveet  light  of  the  abode  of  heroes. 

Here  redded,  feparated  from  the  red  of  the  juft,  all 
the  good  kings  that  had  ever  ruled  over  mankind.  “  As 
wicked  princes  filtered  punifhments  in  Tartarus  infinitely 
more  fevere  than  private  offenders  ;  fo  good  kings  en¬ 
joyed  in  the  Elyfian  fields  an  happinefs  infinitely  greater 
than  that  of  other  men  who  had  loved  virtue  on  the 
earth. 

Telemacnus  advanced  towards  thefe  princes,  who  were 
in  fragrant  groves  on  an  ever-fpringing  and  if owery  turf. 
A  thoufand  limpid  rills  watered,  and  diflufed  a  deli¬ 
cious  frefhnefs  over  thefe  enchanting  fcenes.  ^  An  in¬ 
finite  number  of  birds  made  the  groves  ring  with  their 
tuneful  chantings.  One  beheld  the  vernal  flowers  fpring- 
ing  beneath  one’s  feet,  at  the  fame  time  that  the  richeft 
autumnal  fruits  were  hanging  on  the  trees.  There  were 
never  felt  the  raging  dog-ftar’s  heats  ;  there  the  lower¬ 
ing  boreal  winds  never  durfl  to  breathe  the  feverities  of 
winter.  Neither  blood -thirfty  war,  nor  cruel  envy  that 
bite3  with  an  invenomed  tooth,  and  bears  writhen  adders 
in  her  bofom  and  around  her  arms,  nor  jealouly,  nor 
diffidence,  nor  fear,  nor  vain  defires,  do  ever  approach 
this  happy  manfion  of  peace.  Here  the  day  never  ends, 
and  night  with  her  fable  veil  is  a  firanger.  A  pure  and 
grateful  light  is  diffufed  around  the  bodies  of  thefe  righ¬ 
teous  men,  and  invefts  them  with  its  rays  as  with  a  gar¬ 
ment.  This  light  does  not  refemble  the  glimmering 
light,  which  enlightens  the  eyes  of  wretched  mortals, 
and  is  nothing  but  darknefs  ;  it  is  rather  a  celeflial  glory 
than  a  light.  It  more  thoroughly  penetrates  the  groflefl 
bodies  than  the  rays  of  the  fun  penetrate  the  pureit  cry- 
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plus  fubtilement  les  corps  les  plus  epais  ;  que  les  rayons 
du  foleil  ne  penetrent  le  plus  pur  cryftal  ;  elle  n’eblouit 
jamais  :  au  contraire,  elle  fortifie  les  yeux,  &  pprte  d;ns 
le  fond  de  Fame  je  ne  fais  quelle  ferenite.  C’eft  d’elle 
feule  que  les  hommes  bienheureux  font  nourris.  Elle 
fort  d’eux,  &  elle  y  entre  :  elle  les  penetre,  &  s’incor- 
pore  a  eux  comme  les  alimens  s’incorporent  a  nous.  Us 
la  voyeht,  ils  la  fentent,  ils  la  reipirent ;  elle  fait  naitre 
en  eux  une  lource  intariftable  de  paix  &  de  joie.  Ils 
font  plonges  dans  cet  abime  de  delices  comme  les  poif- 
fons  dans  la  mer.  Ils  ne  veulent  plus  rien  :  ils  ont  tout 
Ians  rien  avoir  ;  car  le  gout  de  cette  lumiere  pure  ap- 
paife  la  faim  de  leur  cceur.  Tous  leurs  defirs  font  raf- 
iaiies,  &  leur  plenitude  les  eleve  au-deffus  de  tout  ce 
que  les  hommes  vides  &  affames  cherchent  fur  la  terre. 
Toutes  les  delices  qui  les  environment  ne  leur  font  rien, 
parce  que  le  comble  de  leur  felicite,  qui  vient  du  dedans, 
ne  leur  laiffe  aucun  fentiment  pour  tout  ce  qu’ils  voyent 
de  delicieux  au-dehors.  Ils  font  tels  que  les  Dieux,  qui 
raffalies  de  neftar  &  d’ambrofie  ne  daigneroient  pas  fe 
nourrir  de  viandes  groffieres  qu’on  leur  prefenteroit  a  la 
table  la  plus  exquile  dcs  hommes  mortels.  Tous  les 
maux  s’enfuyent  loin  de  ces  lieux  tranquilles :  la  mort, 
la  maladie,  la  pauvrete,  la  douleur,  les  regrets,  les  re- 
mords,  les  craintes,  les  efperances  memes  qui  coutent 
fouvent  autant  de  peines  que  les  craintes,  les  divilions, 
les  degouts,  les  depits,  n’y  peuvent  avoir  aucune  entree. 

Les  hautes  montagnes  de  Thrace,  qui  de  leurs  fronts 
couverts  de  neige  &  de  glace  depuis  Porigine  du  monde, 
fendent  les  nues,  feroient  renverfees  de  leurs  fondemens 
pofes  au  centre  de  la  terre,  que  les  cccurs  de  ces  hommes 
juftes  ne  pourroient  pas  meme  etre  emus.  Seulement 
ils  ont  pitie  des  miseres  qui  accablent  les  hommes  vivans 
dans  le  monde ;  mais  c’ell:  une  pitie  douce  8c  paifible, 
qui  n’altere  en  rien  leur  immuable  felicite.  Une  jeu- 
ne/Te  eternelle,  une  felicite  fans  fin,  une  gloire  toute  di¬ 
vine  eft  peinte  fur  leurs  vifages  ;  mais  leur  joie  n’a  rien 
de  folatre  ni  d’indecent.  C’eft  une  joie  douce,  noble, 
pleine  de  majefte ;  c’eft  un  gout  fublime  de  la  verite  & 
de  la  vertu  qui  les  tranfporte.  Ils  font  fans  interruption 
a  chaque  moment,  dans  le  meme  faififfement  de  cceur  ou 
eft  une  mere  qui  revoit  foil  cher  his  qu’elle  avoit  cru 

mort ; 
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ftal  It  never  dazzles :  oft  the  contrary,  it  llrengthens 
the 'eyes,  and  conveys  an  inexpreffible  feremty  through 
all  the  recedes  of  the  foul.  This  is  the  only  food  of  the 
buffed.  It  proceeds  from  and  enters  into  them  ,  it  p 
netrates  and  is  incorporated  with  them  as  ahments  are 
incorporated  with  us.  They  fee  it,  they  feel  u,  they 
breathe  it ;  it  caufes  an  inexhauftible  fountain  of  tran¬ 
quility  and  joy  to  fprmg  up  m  them..  They  are _im 
merfed  in  this  abyfs  of  delights  as  fifties tin  They 

covet  nothing  more  ;  they  have  all  thmgs  without  hav 
ing  anv  thing,  for  the  talle  of  this  pure  light  appeafes 
thf  Wer  of  their  hearts.  All  their  defires  are  fa¬ 
rmed,  and  their  plenitude  raifes  them  above  every  thing 

that  empty  greedy  mortals  puriue  on  the  earth.  All  th 

furroundPingSdelights  are  nothing  to  them  becau  e  th 
confummate  hapuinefs  which  comes  from  within,  leave^ 
them  Tcravings  for  any  thing  they  fee  of  delightful 
without.  They  are  like  the  Gods,  who  teplen.ihed 
with  neftar  and  ambrofia,  would  not  deign  to  feed  on 
any  grofs  aliments  which  might  be  fet  before  themat^the 
mod  fumptuous  tables  of  moitals,  Aliev  y  ,  > 
Tefe  ferene  abodes  :  Death,  ficknefs,  want,  pain,  for- 
row,  remorfe,  fear,  hope  itfelf  which  » 
much  trouble  as  fear,  diviftons,  hatred,  quarrels  ca 

have  no  admiffion  here. 

Should  the  lofty  mountains  of  Thrace,  whofe  brows, 

covered  with  ice  and  fnow  from  the  beginning  of  the 
world,  cleave  the  clouds ;  fhould  they  I  fay  be  'brown 
from  their  foundations  that  are  fixed  in  the  center  o.  the 
earth,  the  fouls  of  thefe  righteous  men  would  not  even 
be  moved :  They  only  pity  the  miferies  which  deprefs 
thofe  who  live  in  the  world  ;  but  it  is  a  fweet  and  peaceful 
pity,  that  does  not  in  the  leal!  leffen  their  unchangeable 
felicity.  Eternal  youth,  endlefs  happinefs,  a  g  ory 
wholly  divine,  is  painted  on  their  faces ;  but  their  joy 
has  nothing  of  wanton  or  indecent.  It  is  a  fweet,  a 
noble,  a  majeftick  joy  ;  it  is  a  fublime,  ®  ravi  mg 
talle  of  truth  and  virtue.  They  every  moment  expe¬ 
rience  without  interruption  that  extafy  o,  fou  w  1 
mothcf  feels  at  the  fight  of  a  beloved  fon  whom^he 
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iiiort  ^  il  rette  joie  qui  echappe  bientot  a  Ja  mere,  ne 
s  enfuit  jamais  du  cteur  de  ces  hommes.  jamais  elie  ne 
languit  un  inftant ;  e.lle  eft  toujours  nouvelle  pour  eux  ; 
iis  ont  le  tranjport  de  Uivrefte  Ians  en  avoir  le  trouble  Sc 
1  aveuglement.  Us  s’entretiennent  enfemble  de  ce  qu’ils 
voyent  &  de  ce  qu’ils  goutent.  Us  foulent  a  leurs  pieds 
les  molles  dehces,  &  ] es  values  grandeurs  de  leurs  an- 
ciennes  conditions  qu'ils  deplcrent  ;  iis  repaftent  ave.c 
plaifir  ces  trifles,  mais  courtes  annees,  ou  iis  out  eu  be- 
ioiii  Ge  com pattre  centre  eux-memes,  &  centre  le  torrent 
desJiomrr.es  corrcmpus  pour  devenir  bons  ;  iis  a.djnirent 
le  lecours  des  iJieux  qui  les  ont  conduits,  comnje.par  la 
main,  a  la  vertu,  au  milieu  de  tant  de  perils.  ,je  ne 
fais  quoi  de  da  y  in  coule  fans  cefte  au  travers  de  leurs 
occurs,  ccmme  un  torrent  de  la  Divmite  meme  qui  s’urtit 
a  eux.  Iis  cpyent,  iis  goutent  qu’ils  font  heureux,  Sc 
fentent  qu’ils  le  feront.  toujours.  Us  cliantent  les  lou- 
anges  des  Dieux,  Sc  iis  ne  font  tons  enfemble  qu’une 
feule  voix,  une  ieule  penfee,  tin  feul  cceur.  Une  memo 
felicite  fait  cocnme  un  flux  Sc  reflux  dans  ces  ames.unies. 

;  Dans  ce  raviiiement  divin,  les  ftecles  cculent  plus  ra- 
pidement  que  les  heures  parmi  les  mortels  ;  Sc  cependant 
mille  &  mille  iiecles  ecoules  n’otent  rien  a  Ieur  felicite 
toujours  nouvelle.  Sc  toujours  entiere.  Us  regnent  tons 
enlemble,  non  fur  des  trones  que  la  main  des  hommes 
peut  renverfer,  mais  en  eux-memes  avec  une  puiftance 
immuable  ;  car  iis  n’ont  plus  beloin  d’etre  redoutables 
par  . une  puiftance  empruntee  d’un  peufdeTviJi  Sc  m-iferable. 
Us  ne  portent  plus  ces  yams  diademes  dont  1’eclat  cache 
tant.de  craintes  &  de  noirs  fgucis.  Les  Dieux  meme.s 
les  ont  couronnes  de  leurs  propres  mains  avec  des  cou,- 
ronnes  que  rien  ne  p.ept  ftetrir. 

1  elemaque,  qui  cfierchoit  fon  pere  &  qui  avcit  efpere 
,de  le  jr.qu.ver  dans,  ces  beaux  lieux,  fut  ft  iaift  de  ce  gout 
de  paix  Sc  d.e  lelicitj,  qu:il  eu,t  voulu  y  trouver  Ulyfte, 
&  qu'il  s’aftligeci.t  d'etre  cqntrgint  lui-xneme  de  r.etour- 
ncr  enfuite  dans  la  fociete.  dep  mortels.  C’eft  ici,  di- 
foit-il,  que  la.  veritable  vie  le  trouve,  &  la  notre  n’ell 
qu’une  mart.  JViais  ce  qui  I’.et.onnoit,  e’etoit  d’avoir  vu 
tant  de  rois  punts  dans  le  Tarfgpe,  Sc  a’en  voir  ft  peu 
dans  les  champs  Islyaees ;  il  qomprit  qu’il  y  a  peu  de 
rois  aftfez  fermes  &  afiez  ccurageux  pour  rentier  a  leur 

'prepro- 
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thought  dead  ;  but  the  rapture  which  quickly  forfake's 
the  mother,  never  dies  front  their  fouls.  It  nev&r  km- 
cruiih.es  a  moment  ;  it  is  always  new  1  they  tailevhe  tram- 
p'orts  of  inebriating  joys  without  their  diforder  and  ftu- 
pefa&ion.  They  difcourfe  together  of  what  they  fee  and 
of  what  they  take.  They  defpife  and  deplore  the  ioit 
pleamres,  and  the  vain  grandeur  of  their  former  condi¬ 
tion  ;  they  review  with  plea  fare  the  few  but  forrpwrul 
years,  in  which  they  were  under  a  neceftity’ of  combat¬ 
ing  again  ft  themielves,  and  agaiuft  a  torrent  of  corrupt 
men, "in  order  to  be  virtuous  ;  they  admire  the 'affiftance 
of  the  Gods  who  led  them,  as  it  were  by  the.  hand, 
through  innumerous  dangers  to  virtue.  Something  in¬ 
conceivably  divine  flows  inceflantly  through  their  fouls, 
like  a  flood  of  the  Divine  Nature  itfelf  which  is  united 
to  them.  They  fee,  they  tafta  that  they  are  happy,  and 
are  confcious  that  they  fhall  always  be  fo  ;  they  flag  the 
praifes  of  the  Gods,  and  make  altogether  but  one  voice, 
one  mind,  one  heart  :  The  lame  tide  of  felicity  ebbs  and 
flo.vs  as  it  were  in  their  united  fouls. 

In  thefe  heavenly  raptures  ages  roll  away  more  fwiftly 
than  hours  among  mortals ;  and  yet  a  thoufand  and  a 
thoufand  ages  fubtraft  nothing  from  their  happinefs, 
which  is  always  new  and  always  perfect.  They  all  reign 
together,  not  on  thrones  which  the  hand  of  man  can  fub- 
vert,  but  in  themfelves  and  with  an  unalterable  power  ; 
for  they  no  longer  need  to  make  themfelves  formidable  by 
a  power  borrowed  of  a  vile  and  wretched  people.  They 
no  longer  wear  thofe  vain  diadems,  whofe  luftre  conceals 
numberlefs  fears  and  anxious  cares ;  the  Gods  themfelves 
having  crowned  them,  with  their  owniiands,  with  crowns 
which  nothing  can  tarnifh. . 

Telemachus,  who  was  feeking  Ins  father,  and  ex¬ 
pected  to  And  him  in  thefe  enchanting  regions,  was  fo 
ravifhed  with  this  tafte  of  peace  and  happinefs,  that  he 
would- have  been  glad  to  have  found- him  there,  and  was 
forry  that  he  himfelf  was  obliged  to  return  to  the  fociety 
of  mortals.  Here,  faid  he,  is  life  indeed,  whereas  ours 
is  but  death.  But  he  was  aftoniftied  as  he  had  feen  fo 
many  kings  in  the  tortures  of  Tartarus,  that  he  faw  fo 
few  happy  in  the  Elyfian  fields  ;  he  was  hereby  con¬ 
vinced  that  there  are  very  few  princes  leiolute  and  cou- 

-  • 1‘  rageous 
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propre  puiftance,  &  pour  rejeter  la  flaterie  de  tant  de 
gens  qui  excitent  toutes  leurs  paftions.  Ainfi  les  bons 
rois  font  tres-rares ;  &  la  plupart  font  fi  medians,  que 
les  Dieux  ne  feroient  pas  juftes,  fi  apres  avoir  fouffert, 
qa’ils  ayent  abufe  de  leur  puiftance  pendant  la  vie,  ils 
ne  les  puniflbient  apres  leur  mort. 

Telemaque  ne  voyant  point  fon  pere  Ulyfle  parmi 
tous  ces  rois,  chercha  du  moms  des  yeux  le  divin  Laerte 
fon  grand  pere.  Pendant  qu’il  le  cherchoit  inutilement, 
un  vieillard  venerable  &  plein  de  majefte  s’avan5a  vers 
lui.  Sa  vieilleffe  ne  reffembloit  point  a  celle  des  horn- 
mes,  que  le  poids  des  annees  accable  fur  la  terre.  On 
voyoit  feulement  qu’il  avoit  ete  vieux  avant  fa  mort  ; 
c’etoit  un  melange  de  tout  ce  que  la  vieilleffe  a  de  grave 
avec  toutes  les  graces  de  la  jeunefte  :  car  les  graces,  re- 
naiffent  meme  dans  les  vieil lards  les  plus  caduques,  au 
moment  ou  ils  font  introduits  dans  les  champs  Elyfees. 
Cet  homme  s’avanyoit  avec  empreffement,  Sc  regardoit 
Telemaque  avec  complaifance,  comme  une  perfonne  qui 
lui  etoit  fort  chere.  Telemaque,  qui  ne  le  reconnoif- 
foit  point,  etoit  en  peine  Sc  en  fufpens.  .  . 

Je  te  pardonne,  6  mon  cher  fils,  lui  dit  ce  vieillard, 
de  ne  me  point  reconnoitre  ;  je  fuis  Arcefius  pere  de 
Laerte.  J’avois  fini  mes  jours  un  peu  avant  qu’Ulyffe 
mon  petit  fils  partit  pour  aller  au  fiege  de  Trove.  Alors 
tu  etois  encore  un  petit  enfant  entre  les  bras  de  ta  nou,  - 
rice  j  des  lors  j’avois  con^u  de  toi  de  grandes  eiperances  j 
elles  n’ont  point  ete  trompeufes,  puiique  je  te  vois  de- 
fcendu  dans  le  royaume  de  Pluton  pour  chercher  ton 
pere.  Sc  que  les  Dieux  te  foutiennent  dans  cette  entre- 
prife.  O  heureux  enfant !  les  Dieux  t’aiment  &  te  pre¬ 
parent  une  gloire  egale  a  celle  de  ton  pere.  O  heureux 
moi-meme  de  te  revoir  !  Celle  de  chercher  Ulyfie  en  ces 
lieux,  il  vit  encore  ;  il  eft  referve  pour  relever  notre 
maifon  dans  Pile  d’lthaque.  Laerte  meme,  quoique  le 
poids  des  annees  1'ait  abattu,  jouit  encore  de  la  lumiere. 
Sc  attend  que  fon  fils  revienne  lui  fermer  les  yeux.  Ainfi 
les  hommes  paflent  comme  les  fleurs  qui  s’epanouiiTent 
le  matin,  &  qui  le  foir  font  fletries  Sc  foulees  aux  pieds. 
Les  generations  des  hommes  s’ecoulent  comme  les  ondes 
d’un  fleuve  rapide  ;  rien  ne  peut  arreter  le  terns  qui  en- 
traine  apres  lui  tout  ce  qui  parcit  le  plus  immobile. 
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rageous  enough  to  refill  their  own  power,  and  to  repulfe 
the  numerous  flatterers  who  are  ufed  to  ftir  up  all  their 
paffions.  Good  kings  therefore  are  very  rare  ;  and  moft 
are  fo  wicked  that  the  Gods  would  not  be  juft,  if  having 
fuffered  them  to  abufe  their  power  in  their  life-time,  they 
did  not  chaftife  them  after  their  death. 

Telemachus  not  feeing  his  father  Ulyft'es  among  all 
4:hefe  kings,  looked  for  the  divine  Laertes  his  grandfire. 
While  he  was  feeking  him  in  vain,  a  venerable  majeftick 
Did  man  came  towards  him,  whofe  age  did  not  refemble 
that  of  mortals,  who  are  bowed  down  with  the  weight  of 
years  on  the  earth.  One  perceived  only  that  he  had 
been  old  before  his  death ;  for  all  the  gravity  of  age 
was  now  blended  with  all  the  graces  of  youth,  which  re¬ 
vive  in  the  moft  decripid  the  moment  they  are  introduced 
into  the  Ely  ft  an  fields.  This  ienior  advanced  haftily, 
and  viewed  Telemachus  with  complacency,  as  one  who 
was  very  dear  to  him.  Telemachus,  who  did  not  know 
him,  was  in  pain  and  fulpence. 


I  excufe,  my  dear  fon,  faid  this  fenior,  your  not 
knowing  me  ;  I  am  Arcefius,  the  father  of  Laertes.  I 
finifhed  my  courfe  a  little  before  my  grandfon  Ulyftes 
departed  for  the  fiege  of  Troy.  Though  thou  wert  then 
but  an  infant  in  thy  nurfe’s  arms,  1  conceived  great 
hopes  of  thee,  and  they  have  not  deceived  me  ;  fince  I 
fee  that  thou  art  defcended  into  Pluto’s  kingdom  in  queft 
of  thy  father,  and  that  the  Gods  fupport  thee  in  this  en- 
terprize.  O  my  happy  child  !  the  Gods  love  thee,  and 
are  preparing  a  glory  for  thee  which  will  equal  that  of 
thy  father.  And  happy  I  to  fee  thee  again  1  Ceafe  to 
fearch  for  Uiyfies  here  ;  he  is  flill  alive,  and  is  re- 
ferved  to  be  the  reftorer  of  our  houfe  in  the  ifland 
of  Ithaca.  Laertes  himfelf,  though  bowing  under  a 
weight  of  years,  ftill  enjoys  the  light,  and  waits  for 
his  ion’s  coming  to  clofe  his  eyes.  Thus  mortals  pais 
away  like  flowers  which  bloom  m  the  morning,  and 
wither  and  are  trodden  under  foot  in  the  evening.  The 
generations  of  men  roll  away  like  the  waves  of  a  rapid 
river,  nothing  can  ftop  the  tide  of  time,  which  draws 
after  it  every  thing  that  feems  the  moft  immoveable. 

Thou 
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Toi-meme,  6  mon  fils,  mon  cher  fils,  toi-meme  qui 
jouis  maintenant  d’une  jeuneffe  fi  vive  '&  il  feconde  en 
plaifirs,  fouviens-toi  que  ce  bel  age  n’eft  qu’une  fieur 
qui  fern  prefqne  auffitot  fech.ee  qu’eclofe.  Tu  te  verras 
change  inienfiblement :  les  graces  riantes,  les  dou3c  plai- 
firs  qui  t’acccmpagnent,  la  force,  la  fame,  la  joie,  s’e- 
fanouiront  comme  un  beau  fonge  ;  il  ne  t’en  reftera  qu*- 
un  trifte  fouvenir.  La  vieilleffe  languiftante  k  ennemie 
des  pi aifirs-viendra  rider  ton'  vifage,  courber  ton  corps, 
affoiblir  tes  membres,  faire  tarir  dans  ton  coeur  la  fouice 
de  la  joie,  te  dcgouter  clu  prefent,  te  faire  craindre 
1  ’avenir,  te  rendre  infenfible  a  tout,  excepte  a  la  douleur. 
Ce  terns  te  paroit  eloigne.  Helas  tu  te  trompes,  mon 
fils  ;  il  fe  hate,  le  voila  qui  arrive.  Ce  qui  vient  avec 
tant  de  rapidite  n’eft  pas  loin  de  toi,  k  le  prefent  qui 
s’enfuit,  eft  deja  bien  loin,  puifqu’il  s’aneantit  dans  le 
moment  que  nous  parlons,  k  ne  peut  plus  fe  rapprocher. 
Ne  compte  done  jamais,  mon  fils,  fur  le  prefent ;  mais 
foutiens-toi  dans  le  fentier  rude  k  a'pre  de  la  vertu  par 
la  vue  de  l’avenir.  'Prepare-toi,  par  des  mceurs  pures 
&  par  Pamour  de  la  juftice,  une  place  dans  cet  heureux 
fejour  de  la  paix.  Tu  reverras  bientot  ton  pere  repren- 
dre  i’autorite  dans  lthaque.  Tu  es  ne  pour  regner  apres 
lui:  mais  helas  !  6  mon  fils,  que  la  royaute  eft  trompeufel 
Quand  on  la  regarde  de  loin,  on  ne  voit  que  grandeur, 
eclat  k  deli ccs  ;  mais  de  pres  tout  eft  epineux.  Un  par¬ 
ticular  peut  Ians  deihonneur  mener  une  vie  douce  k  ob- 
feure  :  un  roi  ne  peut,  fans  fe  defhonorer,  preferer  une 
vie  douce  k  oiftve  aux  fondlions  pen.ibles._du  gouverne- 
ment.  Il  fe  doit  a  tous  les  hommes  qu’il  gouverne,  & 
il  ne  lui  eft  jamais  permis  d’etre  a  lui-mcme.  Sesmoin- 
dres  lautes  font  d’une  ccnfequence  infinie,  parce  qu’elles 
cauient  le  malheur  des  peuples,  k  quelquefois  pendant 
pi u fieur s  fiecles.  Il  doit  reprimer  Paudace  des  medians, 
foutenir  l’innocence,  diffiper  la  ealemnie.  Ce  n’eft  pas 
aftez  pour  lui  de  ne  faire  aucun  mal,  il  faut  qu’il  fafte 
tous  les  biens  poffibles  dent  l’etat  a  befoin.  Ce  n’eft  pas 
a  (fez  de  faire  le  bien  par  ici-meme,  il  faut  encore  empe- 
cher  tous  les  maux  que  les  autres  feroient,  s’ils  n’etoient 
retenus.  Crains  done,  mon  fils,  crains  done  une  con¬ 
dition  fi  perilleufe  ;  armetoi  de  courage  contre  toi-meme, 
contre  les  pafiions,  k  contre  les  flatteurs. 

En 
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Thou  thyfelf,  my  Ton,  my  dear  fon,  thou  who  now  en¬ 
joyed:  fuch  a  fprightly  pleafurable  youth,  do  thou  rem  m- 
ber  that  this  gay  feafon  is  but  a  flower  which  will  wither 
almoft  as  Toon  as  it  is  blown..  Thou  wilt  perceive  thy- 
felf  inflenfibly  al  ter  .  The  fmiling  graces,  the  ivveet  plea¬ 
sures  which  attend  thee,  firength,.  health,  joy,  will  va- 
.  nifh  like  a  pleafing  dream  ;  no  hing  but  a  regretful  re¬ 
membrance  will  be  left  thee.  Languid  old  age,  that 
enemy  to  pleafure,  will  ccme  and  wrinkle  thy  brows', 
bow  down  thy  body,  weaken  thy  limbs,  dry  up  the 
fource  of  joy  in  thy  heart,  and  make  thee  loath  the  pre- 
fent,  and  apprehenfive  of  the  future*  and  infenfible  to  all 
things'  but  pain.  This  time  appears  to  you  at  a  diftance. 
Alas  !  thou  deceive!!  thyfelf,  my  fon  ;  it  comes  with  hafty 
wdngs  ;  lo  S  it  is  here.  What,  advances  with  fuch  rapi¬ 
dity  is  not  far  from  thee,  and  the  prefent  fleeting  mo¬ 
ment  is  already  at  a  diflance,  fince  it  ceafes  to  be  the  1  re¬ 
liant  we  fpeak,  and  can  approach  us  no  more.  Never 
,  rely  therefore,  my  fon,  on  the  prefent ;  but  fupport  thy- 
felf  in  the  rugged  thorny  path  of  virtue  by  viewing  the 
future.  Prepare  thyfelf  a  manfion,  by  purity  of  man¬ 
ners  and  a  love  of  jufbice,  in  this  blifsful.  abode  of  peace. 
Thou  fhalt  quickly  fee  thy  father  refume  his- authority  in 
Ithaca  ;  thou  vvert  born  to  reign" after  him ;  but  alas  !  my 
fon,  how  deceitful  is  a  crown  !  When  one  views  it  at  a 
diflance,  one  fees  nothing  but  grandeur,  luflre  andplea- 
fures  ;  but  when  near,  it  is  a]l  befet  with  thorns.  A  pri¬ 
vate  perfbn  may  without  reproach  lead  a  life  of  eafe  and 
obfcurity  ;  but  a,  king  cannot,  without  difhonouring  him¬ 
felf,  prefer  a -life  of  pleafure  and  indolence  to  the  pain¬ 
ful  duties  of  government.  He  owes  himfelf  to  his  fub- 
jefts  ;  he  is  never  permitted  to  be  his  own  mailer,  and 
his  leaft  over-fights  are  of  the  greatefl  confequence,  be- 
caufe  they  make  his  people  wretched,  and  thatdbmetimes 
for  ages.  -He  ought  to  curb  the  audaci-oufnefs  of  the  wick¬ 
ed,  to  fupport  innocence,  to  fupprefs  calumny.  It  is  not 
enough  for  him  not  to  do  any  evil ;  he  muft  do  all  the  pofli- 
ble  good  of  which  the  ftate  flands  ip  need.  Nay,  it  is  not 
enough  that  he  does  good  himfelf ;  he  muft  likewife  prevent 
all  the  evil  which  others  would  do,  were  they  not  reftrain- 
ed.  Be  apprehenfive  therefore,  my  fon,  be  apprehenfive  of 
fo  dangerous  a  fituation ;  arm  thyfelf  with  relolution  again# 
thyfelf,  again#  thy  paflions,  and  again#  flatterers. 
Tom.  II.  I  Arceflus., 
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En  difa'nt  ces  paroles,  Arcefius  paroiffoit  anime.d  un 
feu  div,in,  .&  montroit  a  Teleitiaque  un  vifage  pleurae, 
companion  pour  les  maux  qui  accompagnent  la  royaute. 
-Quand  elfeeft  prife,  difoit-il,  pour  fe  contenter Joi-meme, 
c’eil  une  monftrueufe  tyrannie  ;  quand  elle  eft  pnie  pour 
remplir  fes  devoirs  &  pour  conduire  un  peuple  mnombra- 
ble,  comme  un  pere  conduit  fesenfans,  c’eft  une.iervitude 
accablante,  qui  demands  un  courage  &  une  patience  he-, 
ro’iciue.  Auffi  eft-il  certain  que  ceux  qui  ont  regne  avec 
une  fmcere  vertu,  poftedent  ici  tout  ce  que  la  pmfiance 
des  Dieux  pent  donne-r  pour  rendre  une  felicite  com- 


Pendant  qu’ Arcefius  parloit  de  la  forte,  fes  paroles 
entroient  iufqu’au  fond  du  cceur  de  Telemaque  ;  dies  s’y 
eravoient  comme' un  habile  ouvrier  avec  fon  burm  grave 
fur  I’airain  les  figures  qu’il  veut  montrer  aux  yeux  de  la 
plus  reculee  pofterite.  Ces  (ages  paroles  etoient  comme 
une  flame  fubtile  qui  penetroit  dans  les  entrailles  du 
ieune  Telemaque  ;  if  fe  fentoit  emu  &  embrafe  r  je  .ne 
fais  quoi  de  divin  fembloitTondre  Ion  cceur  au -dedans  de 
lui.  Ce  qu’il  portoit  dans  la  partie  la  plus  mtime  de  lui- 
meme,  le  coniumoit  fecretement ;  il  ne  pouvoit  ni  ie 
contenir,  ni  le  fupporter,  ni'refifter  a  uneh  violente  lm- 
preffion.  C’e.toit  un  fentiment  vif  &  delicienx,  qui  etoit 
mele  d’un  tourment  capable  d’arracner  la  vie. 

Enfuite  Telemaque  commen^a  a  refpirer  plus  libre- 
menf  il  reconnut  dans  le  vifage  d*  Arcefius  une  grande 
reftemblance  avec  Laerte  ;  il  croyoit  meme  le  redouve- 
nir  confinement  d’avoir  vu  en-Ulyffe  fon  pere  des  traits 
de  cette  meme  reflemblance,  lorfqu’Ulyffe  partit  pour  le 


fieee  de  Troye. 

Ce  reffouvenir  att-endrit  fon  cceur  ;  des  larmes  douces 
&  melees  de  joie  coulerent  de  fes  yeux.  Il  voulut  em- 
braffer  une  perfonne  fi  chere.;  plufieurs  fois  il  UfTay.a 
inutilement.  Cette  ombre  vaine  echappa  a  fes^embrane- 
mens,  comme  un  fonge  trqmpeur  fe  derobe  a  1  homme 
mu  croit  en  jouir  :  tantot  la  bouche  alteree  de  cet  homme 
dormant  pourfuit  une  eau  fugitive;  tantbt  les  lecres 
s'aTnent  pour  former  des  paroles  que  fa  langue  engour- 
die^ne  peut  proferer ;  fes  mains  s’etendent  avec  effort  be 
prennent  rien.  Ainfi  Telemaque  ne  pent  contenter 
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Arcefius,  as  he  fpoke  thefe  words.  Teemed  animated 
by  a.  divine  fire,  and  let  Telejnachus  Tee  by  his  counte¬ 
nance  that  he  greatly  pitied  kings  on  account  of  themi- 
Teries  which  are  in  fe  par  able  from  a  crown.  When  it  is 
a /Turned,  laid- he,  to  gratify  one’s  Telf,  it  is  a  monihous 
tyranny ;  and  when  it  is  aiTmned  to  diicharge  the  duties 
of  it,  and  to'govern  a  numerous  people,  as  a  father  go¬ 
verns  his  children,  it  is  a  grievous  thraldom,  which  re¬ 
quires  an  heroick  fortitude  and  patience  And  it  is  ac¬ 
cordingly  certain,  that  they  .who  have  really  reigned 
virtuoufiy  here,  enjoy  every  thing  which  the  power  of 
the  Gods  can  bellow  in  order  to  render  their  happinefs 
compleat. 

While  Arcefius  was  fpcaking  in  this  manner,  his  words 
funk  deep  into  Telemachus’s  heart,  and  were  engraved 
upon  it,  like  the  figures  which  a  Ikilful  artiil  engraves 
on  brals,  and  defigns  to  tranfmit  to  the  view  of  the 
latefb  poilerity.  This  Tage  difcourfe  was  like  a  fubtle 
flame  that  penetrated  into  the  bowels  of  the  young  Tele- 
machus  ;  he  found himfelf  moved  and  on  fire;  fomething 
divine  leemed  to  rtie.lt  his  heart  within  him.  What  he 
had  in  his  inmoft  parts  fecretly  confumed  him ;  he  could 
neither  contain  it,  nor  fupport  it,  nor  refill  ih  violent  an 
imprefiipn  :  It  was  a  lively  pleafing  fenfation,  im mixed 
with  pains  capable  of  depriving  one  of  life. 

Telemachus  beginning  at  lertgthto  breathe  more- freely, 
perceived  in  the  countenance  of  Arcefius  a  great  rdem- 
yblance  of  Laertes  ;  nay,  he  fancied  that  he  had  a  coo- 
fifed  idea  of  having  Teen  the  like  features  in  his  father 
Ulyfifes,  when  he  departed  for  the  fiege  of  Troy. 

This  remembrance  melted  his  very  heart ;  fweet  and 
joyful  tears  dreamed  from  his  eyes.  He  was  defirous  of 
embracing  fo  dear  a  perfon,  and  feveral  times' attempted 
it  in  vain,  The-empty  ihade  eluded  his  arms,  as  Halter¬ 
ing  objects  flip  from  a  man  in  a  dream  when  he  thinks 
himfelf  fare  of  them :  One  while  the  thirl!  y  mouth  of  the 
deeper  purfues  a  fugitive  dream  another \vhite  Ids  lips 
move  to  form  words  which  his  iliffened  tongue  cannot 
utter;  then  his  hands  are  eagerly  extended/ and  catch 
nothing.  So  Telemachus  was  unable  to  gratify  his  fond- 
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fa  tendreffe.  II  voit  Arcefius',  il  l’entend,  il  lui  parle, 

H  ne  peut  le  toucher.  Erin  il'lui  demande  qui  font  ces 

linmmes  qu,i1  voit  autour  os  lui.  ^ 

Tu  vois,  mon  his,  lui  repondit  la  fage  vieillard,  ces 
hommes  qui  ont  ete  l’ornement  de  leurs  liecles,  la  gloire 
SSX  da  genre  humain,  Tu  vois  le  peut  nombre 
des  rois  qui  ont  ete  digues  de  l’ette,  &  qui  ont  fait  avec 
fidelite  la  fonftion  des  Dieux  fur  la  terre.  Ces  autres 
que  tu  vois  affez  prds  d’eux,  mais  fepares  par  ce  petit 
nuasre  ont  une  gloire  beaucoup  moindre.  Ce  lont  des 
heros  a  la  verite  ;  mais  la/ecompenfe  de  leur  valeur  & 
de  leurs  expeditions  miUtaires,  ne  peut  etre  compare, 
avec  cells  des  rois  fages,  juftes  &  bienfefans 

Parmi  ces  heros,  tu  vois  Thefee  qui  a  le  vifage  unpeu 
trifte  ’ll  a  reffenti  le  malheur  d’etre  trop  credule  pour 
une  femme  artifideufe,  &  U  eft  encore  afflige  d’avoir  ft 
iniuftement  demandd  a  Neptune  la  mort  cruelle  de  fon 
C,J  HioDolvte.  Heureux  s’il  n’eut  point  ete  fi  prompt 
t  f,  facfle  a  irriter  1  Tu  vois  auffi  Achille  appuye  fur 
fe  lance,  ft  caufe  de  cette  bleffure  qu’il  re?ut  au  talon  de 
la  maindu  lache  Pans,  &  qui  unit  fa  vie.  _  S  il  eut  ete 
auffi  fane,  jufte  &  modere,  qu’il  etoit  mtrepide,  les 
Di'ux  lui  auroient  accorde  un  long  regne  ;  mats  ils  on 
eu  nitie  des  Phtiotes  &  des  Dolopes,  fur  lefquels  il  devoir 
naturellement  regner  apres  Pelee  :  ils  n’ont  pas  voulu 
W-r  Ut  de  peoples  *  »crci  d’un  homme  fougueux, 
&  plus  facile  ft  irriter  que  la  met  la  plus  orageufe.  Les 
Par  que  s  ont  accourci  le  fil  de  fes  jours,  &  il  a  ete  comme 
une  fleur  ft  peine  eclofe,  que  le  tranchant  de  la  charrue 
toupe  &  q«i  tombs  avant  la  fin  du  jour,  on  on  1  avoir 
vu  naitre.  ‘  Les  Dieux  n’ont  voulu  s’enfemr  que  comme 
des  torreus  &  des  tempetes,  pour  punir  les  hommes  e 
leurs  crimes ;  ils  ont  fait  fervir  Achille  a  abattre  les  murs 
de  Troye,  pour  venger  le  parjure  de  Laomedon,  &  les 
tiuftesyamours  de  Paris.  Apres  avoir  ainfi  employe  ce 
inftrument  de  leur  vengeance,  ils  (e  font  appai  es ,  & 
o"  aux  larmes  de  Thetis  de  laiffer  plus  long-terns 
for  la  terre  ce  jeune  heros,  qui  n’y  etoit  propre qu  a 
troubler  les  hommes,  qu’a  renverfer  les  vi  es 
royaumes.  ^ 
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nefs :  Pie  fees  Arceftus,  lie  hears  him,  he  talks  to  him,, 
he  cannot  feel  him.  At  length  he  alks  him  who  the  per- 
Tons  are  whom  he  fees  around  him. 

You  fee,  my  fon,  replied  the  fage  fenior,  men  who 
were  the  ornament  of  their  times,  and  the  glory  and  hap- 
pinefs  of  the  human  race;  you  fee  the  fmall  number  of 
kings  who  were  worthy  to  be  fo,  and  who  faithfully  dil- 
charged  the  office  of  Gods  on  the  earth.  The  others 
whom  yon  ffie  near,  but  feparated  from  them  by  that  lit¬ 
tle  cloud,  enjoy  a  much  lower  degree  of  glory.  Thofe 
indeed  are  heroes  ;  but  the  reward  of  their  valour  and 
military  expeditions  cannot  be  compared  with  that  of  wife, 
juft,  and  beneficent  princes. 

Among  thefe  heroes  you  fee  Thefeus,  whbfe  face  is 
fomewhat  melancholy.  He  had  the  misfortune  to  be 
too  credulous  with  regard  to  an  artful  wife,  and  is  ftill 
grieved  for  having  requefted  of  Neptune  the  cruel  death 
df  his  fon  Hippolytus.  Oh  how  happy  !  had  he  not  been, 
fo  paffionate  and  fo  eafily  provoked  !  You  like  wife  be¬ 
hold  ^Achilles  leaning  on  his  fpear,  by  reafon  of  the 
wound  he  received  in  his  heel  by  the  hand  of  the  effemi¬ 
nate  Paris,  which  put  an  end  to  his  life.  Had  he  been 
as  juft,  wife,  and  moderate  as  he  was  intrepid,  the  Gods 
would  have  granted  him  a  long  reign  ;  but  they  pitied 
the  Pthians'and  Dolopians,  over  whom,  according  to 
the  courfe  of  nature,  he  would  have  reigned  after  Peleus, 
and  determined  not  to  deliver  fo  many  people  to  the 
mercy  of  a  fiery  man,  who  was  more  eafily  enraged  than 
the  mdft  ftormy  fea.  The  Fatal  lifters  fhortened  the 
thread  of  his  days,  and  he  refembled  a  flower,  which 
when  hardly  blown  is  cut  down  by  the  plough-lhare,  and 
'  falls  before  the  ciofe  of  the  day  which  gave  it  birth.  The 
Gods  made  ufe  of  him,  as  of  floods  and  tempefts,  to 
punifli  the  crimes  of  men  ;  they  made  Achilles  their  en¬ 
gine  to  throw  down  the  walls  of  Troy,  in  order  to  re¬ 
venge  Laomedon’s  perjury,  and  Paris’s  unlawful  love. 
Having  made  this  ufe  of  the  inftrument  of  their  venge¬ 
ance,  they  were  appealed,  and  refufed,  notwithftanding 
the  tears  of  Thetis,  to  fuller  this  young  hero  to  continue 
longer  in  the  world,  who  was  lit  only  to  difturb  mankind, 
and  to  overturn  cities  and  kingdoms. 


But 
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Mais  vois-tu  cet  autre  avec  ce  vifage  farouche  ?.  C’eft 
Ajax  his  de  Telamon,  &  coufin  d’.Achille.  Tun’ignores 
pas  fans  doute  quelle  frit  fa  gloire  dans  les  combats. 

'•  Apres,  la  morf  d’Acliille  il  prctendit  qu’on  ne  pouvoit 
donner  fes  armes  a  nul  autre  qu’a  lui  ;  ton  pere  ne  ciut 
pas  les  lui  devoir  ceder  ^  les  Grecs  jugerent  en  faveur  ■ 
dTJlvfte.  Ajax.fe  tua  de  dcfefpoir  ;  l’indignation  &  la 
fureur  font  encore  peintes  fur  foil  vifage.  N’approche 
pas  de  lui,  mon  his  ;  car  II  croirok  que  tu  voudrois  lui 
infulter  dans  foil  malheur,  &  il  eft  jufte  de  le  plamdre. 
Ne  "remarques-tu  pas  qu’il  nous  regarde  avec  peine,  & 
qu’il  entre  brufc^ienient  dans  ce  (ombre  bocage,  parce 
cue  nous  lui  fommes  odieux  ?  Tu  yois  de  cet  autre  cotc 
Heftor,  qui  eut  ete  invincible,  fi  le  fils  de  Thetis  n  eut 
point  ete  au  monde  dans  le  meme  terns.  Mats  yoila 
Agamemnon  qui  paffe,  &  qui  pdrte  encore  fur  lui  les 
"  marques  de  la  perfidie  de  Clitemneftre.  O  mon  fils  1  je 
fremis  en  penfant  aux  malheurs  de  cette  famille  ce  1  inipie 
Tantale.  ~La  divifion  des  deux  freres  Atree  8?  Thyefte  a 
rempli  cette  rnaifon  d’horreur  &  de  fang.  He! as  .  cum- 
bien  un  crime  en  attire-t-il  d’autres  !  Agamemnon  revt- 
nant  a  la  tete  des  Grecs  du  ftege  de  Troye,  n?a  pas  eu.le 
terns  de  jouir  en  paix  de  la  gloire  qu’il  avoit  acquile  ; 
telle  eft  la  deftinee  de  prefque  tous  les  conquerans.  I  ous 
ces  hommes  que  tu  vois  ont  ete  redoutables  dans  la 
guerre  ;  mais  ils  n’ont  point  ete  aimables  &  vertueux, 
Aufti  ne  font-ils  que  dans  la  feconde  demeure  des  champs 

ElyTees. 


Pour  ceux-ci,  ils  ont  regne  avec  juftice,  &  ont  aims 
leurs  peuples  ;  ils  font  les  amis  des  Dieux.  Pendant 
qu’Achille  &  Agamemnon  pleiris.de  leurs  querelles  &  ce 
leurs  combats  confervent  encore  ici  leurs  peines  &  leurs 
defauts  naturels,  pendant  qu’ils  regrettent  en  vain  la  vie 
qu’ils  ont  perdue,  &  qu’ils  s’affiigent  de  n’etre  pius^que 
des  ombres  irtipuiffantes  &  vaines  ;  ces  rois  juftes,  etant 
purifies  par  la  lumiere  divine  dont  ils  font  nourris,  n  ont 
plus  rien  a  defirer  pour  leur  bonheur.  Ils  regardent  avec 
companion  les  inquietudes  des  mortels  ;  &  les  plus  gran- 
des  affaires,  qui  agitent  les  hommes  ambitieux,  leur  pa- 
roiftent  comme  des  jeux  d’enfans.  Leurs  occurs  font  rai- 
fafies  de  la  verke  &  de  la  vertu  qu’ils  puifent  dans  Ja 
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But  dok  thou  fee  that  other  perfonage  there  with  that 
fierce  countenance  ?  It  is  Ajax,  the  fon  of  Telamon, 
and  the  coiifin  of  Achilles.  You  undoubtedly  are  not 
ignorant  of  his  glory  in  battle-r  After  tne  death  of* 
Achilles  he  pretended  that  his  armour  could  be  given  to 
none  but  himfelf ;  your  father  did  not  think  that  he  ought 
to  yield  it  to  him  ;  the  Greeks .  adjudged  it  in  favour  of1 
Glyffes.  Ajax  killed  himfelf  through  rage  and  vexation, 
and  indignation  and  fury  are  Hill  vifible  in  his  face.  ..Do 
not  approach  him,  mg  ion  ;  for  he  would  think  that  you 
intended  to  infult  him  in  his  misfortunes,  though  he  re¬ 
ally  merits  pity.  Do  you  not  perceive  that  he  looks  upon 
us  with  uneafinefs,  and  is  entering  abruptly  into  that 
gloomy  grove,,  becaufe  we  are  odious,  to  him  ?  On  the 
'other  fide  you  fee  Heskor,  who  had  been  invincible,  if 
the  fon  of  Thetis  had  not  lived  at  the  fame  time.  But  lo  ! 
there,  goes  Agamemnon,  who  kill  bears  the  marks  of 
Clytemnekra’s  perfidy.  O  my  fon,  I  tremble  when  I 
think  of  the  calamities  of  the  impious  Tantalus’s  family. 
The  enmity  of  the  two  brothers,  Atreus  and  Thyekes, 
filled  that  houfe  with  horror  and  blood.  Alas  1-  what  a 
multitude  of  others  does  a  fmgle  crime  draw  after  it  ? 
Agamemnon  returning  at  the  head  of  the  Greeks  from 
the  fiege  of  Troy,  had  not  time  to  enjoy  in  peace  the 
glory  he  had  acquired  :  Such  is  the  fate  of  almoft  all 
conquerors.  All  the  perfons  you  fee  there  were  formida¬ 
ble  in  war  ;  but  they  were  not  amiable  and  virtuous. 
Accordingly  they  are  admitted  only  into  the  fecond  man- 
fion  of  the  Elyfian  fields. 

As  for  thefe,  they  reigned  with  jukice,  they  loved  their 
fubjedls,  and  are  the  favourites  of  the  Gods.  While 
Achilles  and  Agamemnon,  who  were  fo  prone  to  diffen- 
tiori  and  war,  do  kill  even  here  retain  their  pains  and 
natural  failings,  while  they  vainly  regret  the  lofs  of 
their  lives,  and  are  grieved  at  their  being  npw  but  empty 
and  impotent  Ihadows  ;  thefe  righteous  princes,  being 
purified  by  the  divine  light,  on  which  they  feed,  have 
nothing  more  to  with  for  the  completion  of  their  happi- 
nefs.  They,  view  the  anxious  cares  of  mortals  with'pity; 
and  the  greatek  affairs  which  difquiet  the  ambitious,  ap¬ 
pear  to  them  like  the  fports  of  children.  Their  fouls  are 
repleniflied  with  truth  and  virtue,,  which  they  draw  at 
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fource.  II s  n’ont  plus  rien  a  fouftrir  ni  d’autrui  ni  d  eux- 
inemes  ;  plus  de  defirs,  plus  dc  befoins,  plus  ae  crain- 
tes.  Touted  fini  pour  eux,  excepte  leur  joie  qui '  ne 

peut  finir.  .  , 

Confidere,  mon  fils,  cet  ancien  roi  Inachusqui  londa 

le  royaume  d*  Argos.  iu  le  vois  a\e^  cette  vEulefTe  ii 
douce  &.  fi  majeftueufe.  Les  fleurs  narffent  lous  les  pas. 
Sa  demarche  legere  refternble  an.  vol  d  un  oneau.^  II 
tient  dans  fa  main  une  lyre  d’ivoire,  &  dans  un  tianiport 
eternel  il  chante  les  merveilles  des  Dieux.  ^11  fort  de  fon 
coeur  &  de  fa  bouche  un  parfum  exquis.  L ’harmonic  de 
fa  lyre  &  de  fa  voix  raviroit  les  hommes  &  les  Dieux.  II 
eft  ainft  recompenfe  pour  avoir  aime  le  peuple  qu  il 
aiibmbla  dans  l’eneeint-e  de  fes  nouveaux  murs,  &  auxquel 

il  donna  des  loix.  _  x 

De  1 ’autre  cote  tu  peux  voir,  entre  ces  myrthes,  <-e- 
crops  Eo-yptien,  qui  le  premier  regna  dans  Athene?, 
ville  confacree  a  la  fage  Deeffe  dont  elle  porte  le  nom. 
Cecrops  apportant  des  loix  utiles  de  l’Egypte,  qui  a  ete 
pour  la  Grece  la  fource  des  lettres  &  des  bonnes  mceurs, 
adoucit  les  naturels  farouche?  des  bourgs  de  l’Attique, & 
les  unit  Dar  les  liens  de  la  fociete,  il  fut  jufte,  humain, 
compatiffant :  il  laifla  les  peuples  dans  l’abondance ,  & 
fa  famille  dans  la  mediocrite  ;  ne  voulant  point  que  fes 
emfans  euffent  l’autorite  apres  lui,  parcc  qu'il  jugeoit  que 

d’autres  en  etoient  plus  dignes.  . 

Il  faut  que  je  te  montre  aufti  dans  cette  petite  vallee 
Eriahon,  qui  invepta  l’ufage  de  l’argent  pour  la  mon- 
noie.  Il  le  fit  en  vue  de  faciliter  le  commerce  entre  les 
TPs  de  la  Grece  ;  mats'  il  previt  1 'inconvenient  attache  a 
cette  invention.  Appliques- vous,  difoit-il  a  tous  ces 
peuples,  a  multiplier  chez  vous  les  richefles  natuielles 
qui  font  les  veritafiles  :  Cultivez  la  terre  pour  avoir  une 
errand e  abondance  de  bled,~de  vin,  d’huile  cv  de  fruits. 
A,rez  des  troupeaux  innombrables  qui  vous  nournffent  de 
leur  lait.  Sc  qui  vous  couvrent  de  leur  laine.  Par-la  vous 
vous  mettrez  en  etat  de  ne  craindre  jamais  la  pauvrete. 
Plus  vous  aurez  d’enfans,  plus  vous  ferez  riches,  pour vu 
que  vous  les  rendiez  laborieux  ;  car  la  terre  eft  mepuifa- 
ble  Sc  elle  augmente  fa  fecondite  a  proportion  du  nom- 
bre  de'fes  habitant  qui  ont  foin  de  la  cultiver  ;  elle  les 
paye-  tous  liberalcment  de  lours  pcines,  au  lieu  qu  elle 
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the  fountain  head.  They  have  nothing  more  to  fuffer 
from  themfelves  or  others,  jio  more  defires,  no"  more 
wants,  no  more  fears.  All  is  at  an  end  as  to  them,  ex¬ 
cept  their  felicity,  which  cannot  end. 

Take  notice,  my  fon,  of  old  king  Inachus,  who  found¬ 
ed  the  kingdom  of  Argps.  What  fweetnefs  !  Whatma- 
jefty  in  his  old  age  !  Flowers  fpring  beneath  his  fteps. 
His  eafy  gait  refembles  the  flight  of  a' bird.  He  holds 
an'ivorylyre  in  his  hand,  and  lings  in  an  eternal  tranf- 
port  the  marvellous  works  of  the  Gods.  His  heart  and 
mouth  breathe  an  exquifite  perfume.  The  harfnony-  of 
his  voice  and.  lyre  would  ravifli  both  gods  and  men. 
Thus  is  he  '  rewarded  for  loving  the  people  whom  he 
aflembled  within  his  new  walls,  and  whofe  legiflator 
he  was.  . 

On  the  other  flde>  thou  mayeA  fee  among  thofe  myr¬ 
tles,  Cecrops  the  Egyptian,  who  was  the  firft  king  of 
Athens,  a  city  facred  to  the  Goddefs  of  wifdom,  whofe 
name  it  bears.  Cecrops  bringing  ufeful  laws  from  Egypt, 
which  was  the  fource  of  letters  and  morality,  to  Greece, 
foftened  the  favage  nature  of  the  Attick  towns,  and  united 
them  in  the  bounds  of  fociety.  He  was  juft,  humane, 
compaflionate  ;  he  left  his  fubjeds  in  affluence,  and  his 
own  family  in  moderate  circumftances,  being  unwilling 
that  his  power  ftiould  defcend  to  his  children,  becaufe 
he  thought  that  others  were  more  worthy  of  It, 

In  that  little  valley  1  muft  likewife  fliew  you  Erifthon, 
who  invented  the  art  of  making  money  of  Elver.  He 
did  it  with  a  view  of  facilitating,  commerce  between  the 
iflands  of  Greece ;  but  he  forefaw  the  inconveniences 
which  would  attend  this  invention.  Apply  yourfelves, 
faid  he,  to  the  people,  to  multiply  the  . riches  of  nature 
among  you,  which  are  the  true  riches  :  Manure  the 
earth,  that  you  may  have  plenty  of  corn,  wine,  oil  and 
fruits  ;  take  care  to  have  innumerable  flocks  and  herds, 
which  may  feed  you  with  their  milk  and  cloath  you  with 
their  wool,  and  you  will  thereby  place  yourfelves  in  eir~ 
cumftances  of  never  being  afraid  of  poverty.  The  more 
children  you  have,  the  richer  you  will  be,  provided  you 
inure  them  to  labour  ;  for  the  earth  is  inexhauftible,  and 
increafes  her  fertility  in  proportion  to  the  number  of 
inhabitants  that  cultivate  her  with  care  j  fhe  liberally 
_ '  1  5  ’  rewards 
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fe  rend  avare  &  Ingrate  pour.ceux  qui.  la  cultivent  ne- 
o-Ho-emment.  Attachez-vous  done  principalement  aux  . 
ventables  richeffes,  qui  fatisfont  aux  vrais  begins  des 
homines.  Pour  l’argent  monnoye,  il  tie  taut  en  taire 
aucun  cas,  qu’autant  qfe’il  eft  neceflaire,  ou  pour  les 
o-uerres  inevitables  qu’on  a  foutenir  au-dehors,  ou  pour 
fe  commerce  des  marchandifes  neceftaires  qui  manquent 
dans  votre  pays.  Encore  feroit-il  a  Waiter  qu  on 
laiftat  tomber  le  commerce  a  l’egard  de  toutes  Wholes 
qui  ne  fervent  qu’a  entretemr  le  luxe,  la  vamte  &  la 

mollefte. 

Le  fao-e  Eri&hon  difoit  fouvent  :  Je  crams  bien,  mes- 
enfans,  de  vous  avoir  fait  un  prefent  funefte,  en  yous 
donnant  Pinvention  de  la  monnoie.  Je  preyois  qu  elle 
excitera  l’avarice,  l’ambition,  le  fafte  ;  quelle  entie- 
tiendra  une  infinite  d’arts  pernicieux,  qui  ne  vont  qua 
amoliir  &  qu’a  corrompre  les  mceurs  ;  qu  elle  vous  de- 
^outera  de  l’heureufe  fimplicite,  qui  fait  tout  le  repos  & 
foute  la  furete  de  la  vie ;  qu’enfin  elle  yous  fera  mepnfer 
r  agriculture,  qui  eft  le  fondement  de  la  viehumame,  & 
la  fource  de  tous  les  vrais  biens  :  mats  les  Dieux  me  font 
temoins  que  j’ai  eu  le  cceur  pur  en  vous  dormant  cette  m- 
^  vention  utile  en  elle-meme.  Enfin  quand  En£thon  ap- 
nercut  que  l’argent  corrompoit  les  peuples,  comme  il 
1’avoit  prevu,-  il  fe  retira  de  douleur  fim  une  montagne 
fauvagef  ou  il  vecut  pauvre  &  eloigne  des  hommes, 
jufqu’  a  une  extreme  vieillefle,  fans  vouloir  le  meler  du 
gouve'rnement  des  villes. 

Peu  de  terns  apres  lui,  on  vit  paroitre  dans  _ la  Grece 
le  fameux  Triptoleme,  a  qui  Ceres  avoit  enfeigne  1  art 
de  cultiver  les  terre's  &  de  les  ccuvrir  tous  les  ans  d  line 
moiftbin  doree.  Ce  n’eft  pas  gue  les  hommes  ne  con- 
nuffent  deja  le  bled,  &  la  maniere  de  le  multiplier  en  le 
femant  ;  mais  ils  ignoroient  la  perfeftion  du  labourage, 
&  Triptoleme,  envoye  par  Ceres,  vint  la  charrue  en  mam 
effrir  les  dons  de  la  DeelTe  a  tous  les  peuples  qui  auroient 
aftez  de  courage  pour  vaincre  leur  parelTe  naturelle,  & 
pour  s’adonner  dan  travail  affidu.  Bientot  Tnptoleme 
apprit  aux  Grecs  d  fendre  la  terre,  &  a  la  fertihfer  en 
dechirant  fon  fein.  Bientot  les  moiflonneurs  ardaw  & 
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rewards  all  fuch  for  their  toils,  whereas  fhe  is  {paring 
and  ungrateful  to  thole  who  cultivate  her  in  a  negligent 
manner.  Confine  yourfelves  therefore  chiefly  to  the  true 
riches  which  fuffice  the  wants  of  man.  As  for  money,- it 
muft  be  efieemed  only  as  it  is  necefiary,  either  in  the  wars 
which  we  are  inevitably,  forced  to  maintain  abroad,  or 
for  the  trading  in  feme  necefifar y  commodities  which  are 
wanting  in  our  own  country  :  And  it  is  accordingly  to 
be  wirned,  that  men  would  ceafe  to  trade  in  all  things' 
which  ferve  only  to  maintain  extravagance,  pomp  and 
luxury. 

The  fage  Ericlhon  would  often  fay,  I  greatly  fear,  my 
children,  that  I  have  made  you  a  fatal  prefent,  in  com¬ 
municating  to  you  the  invention  of  money.  I  forefee 
that  it  will  excite  avarice,  ambition,  pomp  ;  that  it  will 
cherifh  an  infinite  number  of  pernicious  arts,  which  tend, 
only  to  the  foftening  and  to  the  corruption  of  manners  ; 
that  it  will  give  you  a  difgufi  of  the  happy  fimplicity  in 
which  all  the  repofe  and  all  the  fecurity  of  life  coniills  ; 
that  it  will  in  Ihort  make  you  defpife  agriculture,  which 
is  the  foundation  of  the  life  of  man,  and  the  fource  of 
all  real  bleffmgs  :  But  the  Gods  are  witnefies  to  the  in¬ 
tegrity  of  my  heart,  in  imparting  this  invention  to  you, 
which  is  in  itfelf  ufeful.  At  ls.fi:  when  Eri&hon  per¬ 
ceived  that  money  corrupted  the  people  as  he  had  fore- 
feen,  he  retired  through  grief  to  a  favage  'mountain, 
where  he  lived  poor  and  fequefiered  from  mankind  to  an 
extreme  old  age,  and  would  not  concern  himfelf  in  the 
government  of  cities. 

A  little  while  after  him  the  famous  Tri'ptolemus  ap¬ 
peared  in  Greece,  whom  Ceres  taught  the  art  of  tilling 
'  the  earth,  and  of  covering  it  every  year  with  a  golden 
harveft.  Not  that  men  before  him  were  ftrangers  to 
corn  or  to  the  manner  of  multiplying  it  by  (owing,  but 
they  were  not  perfect  in  the  art  of  tillage,  till  Triptole- 
mus,  fent  by  Ceres,  came  with  plough  in  his  hand,  to 
offer  the  Goddefs’s  gifts  to  all  who  fliould  have  refolutiqn 
enough  to  conquer  their  natural  fioth,  and  addict  them- 
felves  to  conftant  labour.  Quickly  did  Triptolemus 
teach  the  Greeks  to  furrow  the  earth,  and  to  make  her 
fruitful  by  rending  her  bofom  ;  quickly  did  the  ardent 
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infatigables  firent  tomber,  Jgus  leurs  faucilles  tranchan- 
'  tes,  tous  les  jaunes  epls  qui  couvrbient  les  campagnes. 
Les  peuples  memes  fauvages  &  farouches,  qui  couroient 
•  ^epars  9a  &  la  dans  les  forces  d’Epire  &  d.’Etoiie  pour  fe 
-  uourrir  de  glands,  adoucirent  leurs  moeurs,  &  fe  foumi- 
rent  a  des  loix,  quand  ils  eurent  appris  a  laire  croitre 
des  moifibns,  &  a  fe  uourrir  de  pain.  Triptoleme  fit 
lentir  aux  Grecs  le  plaiiir  qu’il  y  a  de  ne  devoir  fes 
richefies  qu’a  fon  trav  ail,  &  a  trouver  dans  fon  champ 
tout  ce  qu’il  faut  pour  rondre  la  vie  commode  &„heu- 
rcufe.  Cette  aboudance  ft  fimple  &  fi  innocente,  qui 
eil  attachee  a  Tagriculture,  les  fit  fouvenir  des  luges 
confeils  d’Eri&hon  ;  -  ils  mepriserent  1’argent  &  toutes 
les  richefies  artificielles,  qui  ne  "font  richefi.es  que  par 
Eimagination  des  homines,  qui  les  tentent  de  chercher 
des  plaifirs  dangereux,  &  qui  les  detournent  *du  travail 
pit  ils  trouvercient  tous  les  biens  reels,  avec  des  mceurs 
'  pures,  dans  une  pleine.liberte.  On  comprit  done  qu’un 
champ  fertile  &  bien  cultiye  eft  le  vrai  trefo.r  d’une  fa- 
mille  aftez  fage  pour  vouloir  vivre  ‘frugalement  comme 
fes  peres  ont  vecu.  Heureux  les  Grecs,  s ’ils  etoient  de- 
meures  fermes  dans  ces  maximes  ft  propres  a  les  rendre 
puifians,  libires,  heureux,  &  digties  de  l’etre  par  pne 
folide  vertu  !  Mais  helas !  ils  comnjencent  a  admirer 
les  fauftes  richefies,  ils  negligent  peu  a  peu  les.  vraies, 
&  ils  degenerent  de  cette  merveilleufe  fimplicite.  O 
mori  fils,°tu,  regneras  un  jour  ;  alors  fouviens-toi  de  ra- 
mener  les  hornmes  a  1’agriculture,  d'honcrer  cet  art,  de 
Ibulager  ceux  qui  s’y  appliquent,  &  de  ne  fouffrir  point 
que  les  hommes  viveijt,  ni  oififs,  ni  occupes  a  des  arts 
qui  entretiennent  le  luxe  Sc  la  molleffe.  Ces  deux  Hom¬ 
ines,  qui  ont  ete  ft  fages  fur  la  terre,  font  ici  cheris.des 
Dieux.  Remarquez,  men  fils,  que  leur  gloire  iurpafie 
autant  celle  d’ Achilla  &  des  autres  heros  qui  n’ont  excelle 
que  dans  les  combats,  qu’un  douxprintems  eft  au-deftus. 
de  i’hiver  glace,  &  que  la  lumiere  du  foleil  eft  plus  e- 
tlatante  que  celle  de  la  lurie.  - 

Pendant  qu’Arcefius  parloit  de  la  forte,  il  apper^ut 
que  Telemaque  avoit  toujours  les  yeux  ar-retes  du  cote 
d7un  petit  bois  delauriers,  &  d’un  ruifteau  borde  de  vio- 
lettes,  de  rofes,  de  lys,  &  de  plufieurs  autres  fleurs  odo- 
nferantes,  dont  les  vives  couleurs  reftembloient  a  celles 
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and.  indefatigable  reapers,  caufe  the  yellow  ears  which 
covered  the  fields,  to  fall  _  beneath  their  fharp-edged 
fickles.  Even  wild  and  favage  people,  who  wandered 
up  and  down  the  woods  of  Epirus  and  fEtolia,  in  quell 
of  aeorns  for  their  food,  foftened  their  manners,  and  be¬ 
came  fubjefl  to  laws,  when  they  had  learnt  how  to  make 
the  harveds  rife,  and  to  live  on  bread.  Triptolemus 
made  the  Greeks  relifh  the  pleafure  of  owing  their  riches 
only  to  their  labour,  and  of  finding  in  one’s  own  field 
all  that  is  neceffary  to  render  life  eafy  and  happy.  This 
fimple  this  innocent  plenty,  which  is  infeparable  from 
agriculture,  made  them  recollect  the  wile  counfels  of 
Erifthon;  they  .contemned  money  and  all  artificial  riches, 
which  are  riches  only  in  the  imagination  of  men,  which 
tempt  them  to  purfue  dangerous  pleafures,  and  divert 
them  from  labour,  wherein  they  would  find  all  real 
*  bleffings,  together  with  purity  of  manners  and  perfect 
freedom.  The  Greeks  therefore  knew  that  a  fertile  and 
well-cultivated  Held  is  the  real  treafure  of  a  family, 
which  is  wife  enough  to  chufe  to  live  frugally  as  their  fa¬ 
thers  lived.  And  happy  had  they  been  had  they  re¬ 
mained  heady  in  maxims  fo  proper  to  make  them  power¬ 
ful,  free,  happy,  and  worthy  of  being  fo  by  a  folid  vir¬ 
tue  !  But  alas  !  they  begin  to  admire  falfe  riches  ;  they 
by  little  and  little  negleft  the  true,  and  degenerate  from 
this' admirable  fimplicity.  O  my  fon,  you  will  one  day 
reign  ;  then  remember  to  bring  men  backs  to  the  prac¬ 
tice  of  agriculture,  to  honour  that  art,  to  encourage 
thofe  who  apply  themfelves  to  it,  and  not  to  fuffer  men 
to  live  idle,  or  to  be  employed  in  arts  which  nourifh 
pomp  and  luxury.  Thefe  two  men,  who  were  fo  wife 
on  the- earth,  are  here  beloved  of  the  Gods.  Take  no¬ 
tice,  my  fon,  that  their  glory  as  much  furpaffes  that  of 
Achilles  and  other  heroes  who  excelled  only  in  battle, 
as  the  delightful  fpring  is  pleafanter  than  the  icy  winter, 
or  as  the  light  of  the  fun  is  brighter  than  that  of  the 
moon. 

While  Arcefius  was  talking  in  this  manner,  he  per¬ 
ceived  that  Telemachus’s  eyes  were  fixed  on  a  little  lau¬ 
rel-grove,  and  a  i;iver  bordered  with  violets,  rofes,  lii- 
lies  and  feveral  other  fragrant  flowers,  whofe  lively  co¬ 
lours  refembled  thofe  of  Iris,  when  fhe  defcends  from 
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dTris,  quand  elle  defcend  du  ciel  fur  la  terre  pour  an- 
noncer  a  quelque  mortel  les  ordres  des  Dieux.  C’etoit 
le  grand  roi  Sefoftris,  que  Telemaque  reconnut  dans  ce 
beau  lieu  ;  il  etoit  mille  -fois  plus  majeilueux  qu’il  ne 
L  avoit  jamais  ete  fur  le  trune  d’Egypte.  -  Des  rayons* 
d’une  lumiere  douce  fortoient  de  fes  yeux,  &  ceux  de 
Telemaque  en  etoient  eblcuis.  A  le  voir  on  eut  cm 
qu’il  etoit  enivre  de  nedtar,  tant  Tefprit  divin  l’avoit 
mis  dans  un  tranfport  au-deffus  de  la  raifon  humadne 
pour  recompenfer  les  vertus. 

Teiemaque  dit  a  Arcefius  :  je  reconnois,  6  mon  pere, 
Sefoftris,  ce  fage  roi  d’Egypte,  que  j’y  ai  vu  il  n’y  a- 
pas  long-terns.  Le  voila  repondit  Arcefius;  &  tu  vois 
par  fon  exemple  ccmbien  les  Dieux  font  magnifiques  a 
recompenfer  les  hons  rois.  Mais  il  faut  que  tu  laches 
que  toute  cette  fe licit e  n’eft  rien  en  comparaifon  de  celle 
qui  lui  etoit  deftinee,  li  une  trop  grande  profperite  ne 
lui  eut  fait  oublier  dans  fes  guerres  les  regies  de  la  mo¬ 
deration  &  de  la  jultice.  La  pahion  de  rabailfer  1’or- 
gueil  &  Finfolence  des  Tyriens  1’engagea  a  prendre  leur 
ville.  Cette  conquete  lui  donna  le  defir  d’en  faire  d’au- 
tres ;  il  fe  laiffa  leduire  par  la  vaine  gloire  des  conque- 
rans  ;  il  fubjugua,  ou  pour  mieux  dire,  il  ravagea  toute 
1’Alie.  A  Ion  retour  en  Egypte  il  trouva  que  Ion  frere 
s’etoit  empare  de  la  royaute.  Sc  avoit  altere  par  un  gou- 
vernement  injufte  les  meilleures  loix  du  pays.  Ainfi  fes 
grandes  conquet-es  ne  fervirent  qu’a  troubler  ion  roy- 
aume.  Msis  ce  qui  le  rend  it  plus  ineXcufable,  c’eil 
qu’il  fut  enivre  de  i'a  propre  gloire',*  J1  fit  atteler  a  fon 
char  les  plus  fuperbes  d’entre  les  rois  oAu’il  avoit  vaincus. 
Dans  la  l'uite  il  reconnut  fa  faute.  Sc  eut  honte  d’avoir 
ete  fi  inhum  ain.  Tel  fut  le  fruit  de  fes  vibtoires.  Voila 
ce  que  les  conquerans  font  contre  leurs-  etats.  Sc  contre 
eux-memes,  en  voulant  ufurper  ceux  de  leurs  voifms. 
Voila  ce  qui  ft  dechoir  un  roi,  d’ailleurs  ii  jufte  Sc  li 
bienfefarit,  Sc  c’eft  ce  qui  diminue  la  gloire  que  les  Dieux 
lui  avoient  preparee. 

Ne  vcis-t-u  pas  cet  autre,  6  mon  fils,  dont  la  blefittfe 
paroit  fi  eclatante  ?  C’eft  un  roi  de  Carie,  uomme  Dio- 
clides,  qui  fe  devoua  pour  feu  peuple  dans  une  bataille, 
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heaven  to  the  earth,  to  declare  the  commands  of  the 
Gods  to  mortals.  The  great  king  Sefoftris' was  in  this 
beautiful  grove,  and  Telemachus  knew  him  again, 
though  he  was  a  thoufand  times  more  majeftick  than  he 
had  ever  "been  on  the  throne  of  Egypt.  Rays  of  benign 
light  fhot  from  his  eyes,  -and  dazzled  thole  of  Telerria- 
chus,  When  one  law  him,  one  would  have  thought  that 
he  was  inebriated  with  neriar  ;  fo  much  had  the  divine 
fpirit  raifed  him  above  the  reach  of  human  reafon  as  a 
reward  of  his  virtues. 

Telemachus  faid  to  Arcefius,  O  my  father,  I  perceive 
Sefoftris,  the  wife  king  of  Egypt,  whom  I  faw  not  long 
Ence.  That  indeed  is  Sefoftris,  replied  Arcefius  ;  and 
you  fee  by  him  how  bountifully  the  Gods  reward  good 
princes.  But  you  mull  know  that  all  this  happinefs  is 
nothing  in  comparifon  of  that  which  was  defigned  him, 
if  too  great  a  profperity  had  not  made  him  forget  the 
rules  of  moderation  and  juibce.  His  paftion  to  lower 
the  pride  and  infolence  of  the  Tyrians,  engaged  him  to 
take  their  city.  This  conqueft  infpired  him  with  a  de¬ 
ft  re  of  making  others  ;  and  iufteriri'g  himfelf  to  be  fe- 
duced  by  the  vanity  of  conquerors,  he  fubdued,  or  to 
ftpeak  more  juftly,  he  ravaged  all  Alia.  At  his  return 
to  Egypt  he  found  that  his  brother  had  feized  upon  the 
crown,  and  had  by  an  unrighteous  adminiftration  changed 
the  bell  laws  of  the  country.  Thus  did  his  great  con- 
quefts  only  ferve  to  embroil  his  own  kingdom.  But 
what  made  him  more  inexcufable,  was  his  being  fo  in¬ 
toxicated  with  vain  glory,  as  to  caufe  his  chariot  to  be 
drawn  by  the  proudeft  of  the  kings  he  had  conqueied. 
He  was  afterwards  fenlible  of  his  error,  and  afhamed  of 
having  been  fo  inhuman.  Such  was  the  fruit  of  his  victo¬ 
ries,  and  fiich  are  the  mifcjiiefs  which  conquerors  bring 
upon  themfelves  and  their  kingdoms,  by  endeavouring  to 
ufurp  thofe  of  their  neighbours.  This  was  what  lullied 
the  reputation  of  a -prince  who  was  otherwife  fo  juft  and 
beneficent,  and  it  is  this  which  diminifhes  the  happineis 
which  the  Gods  had  prepared  for  him. 

Doft  thou  not  fee  him,  my  Ion,  whole  wound  appears 
fo  glorious  ?  He  was  a  king  of  C’aria,  Dioclides  by 

.name,  who  facrificed  himfelf  for  his  people  in  battle, 
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parce  que  Poracle  avoit  dit  que  dans  la  guerre  de.s  Ca- 
riens  Sc  des  Lyciens,  la  nation  dont  le  rpi  periroit,  fercit 
vidtorieuie. 

Confidere  cet  autre :  c^eft  un  fage  legiftateiir,  qui 
ayant  donne  a  fa  nation  des  loix  propres  a  Ies  rendre 
bons  Sc  heureux,  lenr  'fit  jurer  qu’ils  ne  violeroient  ja¬ 
mais  aucune  de  c.es  loix  pendant  fon  abfence.  Apres 
quoi  il  partit,  s’exila  lui-meme  de  fa  patrie,  Sc  mourut 
pauvre  dans  une  terre  etrangere,  pour  obliger  fon  peuple 
par  ce  ferment  a  garder  a  jamais  des  loix  ft  utiles. 

Get  autre  que  tu  vois,  eft  Eunefyme,  roi'des  Pyliens, 
Sc  un  des  ancetres  du  fage  Neftor.  Dans  une  pefte,  qui 
ravageoit  la  terre  &  qui  couvroit  de  nouvelies  ombres 
les  bords  de  1’Acheron,  il  demanda  aux  Dieux  d’ap- 
paifer  leur  colere,  en  payant  par  fa  mort  pour  tant  de 
milliers  d’hommes  inpoCens.  Les  Dieux  l’exaucerent, 
&  lui  ftrent  trouver  ici  la  vraie  royaute,  dont  toutes  celles 
de  la  terre  ne  font  que  de  vaines  ombres'. 

Ce  vieiilard  que  tu  vois  couronne  de  fleurs,  eft  le  fa- 
meux  Belus  :  Il  regna  en  Egypte,  Sc  il  epoufa  Anchinoe, 
fille  du  Dieu  Nilus,  qui  cache  la  fource  de  fes  eaux,  & 
qui  enrichit  les  terres  qu’il  arrofe  par  fes  infiondations. 
11  eut  deux  fils  ;  Danaiis,  dont  tu  fais  l’hiftoire,  Sc  Er 
gyptus  qui  donne  fon  nom  a  ce  beau  royaume.  Belus  fe 
croyoit  plus  riche  par  l’abondance  cu  il  mettoit  fon  peu¬ 
ple,  Sc  par  Eamour  de  fes  fujets  pour  lui,  que  par  tons 
les  tributs  qu’il  auroit  pu  leur  impofer.  Ces  hommes 
que  tu  crois  morts  vivent,  mon  fils  ;  &  c’eft  la  vie  qu’on 
traine  miferablement  fur  la  terre,  qui  n’eft  qu’une  mort  : 
les  noms  feulement  font  changes.  Plaife  aux  Dieux  de 
te  rendre  afiez  bon  pour  meriter  cette  vie  heureule,  que 
rien  ne  peut  plus  finir  hi  troubler  !  Hate-toi,  il  eft  terns 
d’aller  chercher  ton  pere.  Ayant  que  de  le  trouver,  helas  ! 
que  tu  verras  repandre  de  fang  !  mais  quelle  gloire  t’at- 
tend  dans  les  campagnes  de  PHefperie  !  Souviens-toi 
des  confeils  du  fage  Mentor  :  pourvu  que  tu  les  fuivcs, 
ton  nom  lera  grand  parrni  tous  les  peuples '&  dans  tons 
les  fiecles. 

Il  dit ;  &  auftitot  il  conduifit  Telemaque  vers  la  ports 
d’ivoire,  par  ou  Ton  peut  fortir  du  tenebreux  empire  de 

Plutoa 
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becaufe  the  oracle  had  declared  that  the  nation  whofe 
king  lhould  perifh,  would  be  victorious  in  the  war  be¬ 
tween  the  Carians  and  the  Lycians. 

Take  notice  of  that  other  perfonage  alfo  :  He  was  a 
wife  legiflator,  who  having  enadted  laws  which  were 
adapted  to  make  his  fubjeCts  virtuous  and  happy,  made 
them  fwear  that  they  would  never  violate  any  of  them  in 
his  abfence.  This  done,  he  departed,  became  a  volun¬ 
tary  exile  from  his  country,  and  died  poor  in  a  foreign 
land,  in  order  to  oblige  his  people  by  this  oath  for  ever 
to  obferve  fuch  falutary  laws. 

The  other  whom  you  fee,  is  Eunefimus,  king  of  the 
Pylians,  and  one  of  the  anceftors  of  the  fage  Neflor, 
Du  ring  a  pefiilence  which  ravaged  the  whole  earth  and 
covered  the  banks  of  Acheron  with  new  ghoils,  he  lay¬ 
ing  down  his  life  for  fo  many  millions  of  innocent  per- 
fons,  befought  the  Gods  to  lay  afide  their- wrath.  The 
Gods  heard  him,  and  here  bellowed  a  real  crown  upon 
him,  of  which  all.  earthly  crowns  are  but  empty  fhadows. 

The  old  man  whom  you  fee  with  a  wreath  of  flow¬ 
ers  on  his  head,  is  the  famous  Belus  :  Pie  reigned  in  E- 
gypt,  and  married  Anchynoe  the  daughter  of  the  God 
Nilus,  who  conceals  the  fource  of  his  waters,  and  en¬ 
riches  the  country  by  his  inundations.  He  had  two  fons ; 
Danaiis  whofe  hillory  you  know,  and  Egyptus  who  gave 
his  name  to  this  beautiful  kingdom.  Belus  thought  him- 
felf  richer  by  the  plenty  he  procured  his  iubjeCls,  and 
by  their  affedlion  for  hiip,  than  by  all  the  taxes  which 
he  could -  have  impofed  upon  them.  Thefe  men,  my 
fon,  whom  you  look  upon  as  dead,  are  alive  ;  and  the 
wretched  life  which  men  drag  on  the  earth  is  death  : 
The  names  only  are  changed.  May  the  Gods  render 
thee  virtuous  enough  to  merit  this  blefled  life,  which 
nothing  can  put  a  period  to,  nor  difquiet  1  But  hallen 
hence  ;  it  is  time  to  go  and  feek  thy  father.  Alas  \ 
what  blood  wilt  thou  fee  flred  before  thou  findell  him  ! 
But  then  what  glory  awaits  thee  in  the  fields  of  Heipe- 
ria  !  Be  mindful  of  the  wife  Mentor’s  counfels  :  if  thou 
followed  them,  thy  name  will  be  glorious  among  all  na¬ 
tions  and  in  all  ages. 

He  faid  ;  and  immediately  conduCled  Telemachus  to 
the  ivory  door  which  leads  out  of  Pluto’s  darkfome  realm. 

Telemachus 
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Pluton.  Telemaque  les  larmes  aux  yeux  Ie  quitta  fans 
pouvcir  rembraiTer  ;  &  fortimt  de  ces  ibmbres  lieux,  il 
retourna  en  diligence  vers  le  camp  des  a-lli's,  apres 
avoir  rejoint  fur  le  chemin  les  deux  jeunes  Cr.etois,  qui 
Eavoienraccompagne  jul-qu’  auprds.de  la  caverne,  &  qui 
n’efperoient  plus  de  le  revoir.  : 

l  ♦  ■ 
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Telemachus  departed,  with  tears  in  his  eyes,  without 
being  able  to  embrace  him  ;  and  amending  from  theie 
gloomy  regions,  hail's  lie  d  bgck  to  the  confederate  camp, 
having  in  his  way  rejoined  the  two  young  Cretans,  who 
had  accompanied  him  as  far  as  the  cavern,  and  expected 
to  fee  him  no  mbre. 


of  the  Nineteenth  booh; 
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Dans  une  affembl'ee  des  chefs ,  Telemaque  fait  prevaloir  fon 

avis,  pour  ne  pas  furprendre  Venufe  laiffee  par  les  deux 
partis  en  depot  aux  Luc  aniens ,  II  fait  voir  fa  fageffe  a 

Voccafon  de  deux  transfuges ,  dont  Pun  nosnme  Ac  ante 
avoit  entrepris  de  V emgoifonner  ;  V autre  nomme  Diofcore , 
cfjroit  aux  allies  la  tete  d’’  Adrafe.  Dans  le  combat  qui 


s’1  engage  enfuite,  P’elemaque  porte  la  mort  par  tout  ou  il  , 


va  poser  trouver  Adrafe  ;  iff  ce  roi  qui  le  cherche  aufft , 
rencontre  &  tue  P  if  fir  ate  fils  de  Neforr  Philo  Bite  fur- 


vient  ;  id  dans  le  terns  ou  il  va  percer  Adrafe,  il  ef 
blejfe  lui -mesne  id  oblige  de  fe  retirer  du  cosnbat.  Dele- 
snaque  court  aux  cris  de  fes  allies,  dont  Adrafe  fait  un 
carnage  horrible  :  il  combat  cet  essnesni ,  id  lui  donne  la 
vie  a  des  conditions  qidil  lui  isnpofe.  Adrafe  releve 
vent  furprendre  T elemaque  ;  mats  celui-ci  le  faift  une 


vent  furprendre  T elemaque  ; 
feconde  fois,  if  lui  ote  la  vie . 


EPENDANT  les  chefs  de  l’armee  s’afTemblerent 


j  p.our  deliberer  s’il  falloit  s’emparer  de  Venufe. 
■C’etoit  une  ville  forte  qu’Adrafte  avoit  autrefois  ufurpee 
fur  fes  voilins  les  Apuliens  Peucetes.  Ceux-ci  etoient 
enttes  contre  lui  dans  la  ligue,  pour  demander  juftice 

fur 


*  4 


THE 

A  D  V  E  N  T  U  R  E  S 

O  F 

T  E  L  E  MAC  HUS, 

The  SON  of  ULYSSES, 

BOOK  THE  TWENTIETH.  ' 

3<4,4:COc^’ 

The  ARGUMENT. 

hi  an  affembly  of  the  chiefs ,  Telemachus  prevails  on  them  not 
tofurprife  the  city  of  Venufutti ,  which  had  been  left  by  both 
parties  in  trufi  in  the  hands  of  the  Lucanians.  He  Jhews 
his  wifdom  with  regard  to  two  dcferters  ;  one  of  them, 
whofe  name  was  Acanthus,  had  undertaken  to  poifon  him, 
and  the  other,  named  Diofcorus^  offered  the  allies  the  head 
of  Adyafus.  In  the  enfuing  battle  Telemachus  carries 
death  wherever  he  goes  in  quef  of  Adraf  as  ;  and  that 
king  who  feelts  him  alfo,  meets  with  and  kills  Piffratus, 
the  Jon  of  Nefor.  Philodeies  comes  to  his  affiflance,  and 
as  he  is  about  to  kill  Adraf  us,  is  wounded  and  obliged  to 
retire  from  the  buttle.  Telemachus  follows  the  cries  of 
the  confederates,  of  whom  Adraf  us  makesa  terrible  ha- 
cjjoch  ;  he  engages  this  enemy,  and  gives  him  his  life  on 
conditions  which  he  impojes  upon  him.  Adraf  ns  getting 
up  again ,  attempts  to  furprife  Telemachus ,  who  feisces  him 
a  fecond  time,  and  takes  away  his  life . 

IN  the  mean  time  the  chiefs  of  the  army  aflembled  to 
deliberate  whether  they  ihould  feize  on  Venufium,  a 
ftrong  city,  which  Adraftus  had  formerly  ufurped  from 
Ins  neighbours  the  Peucetae  of  Apulia  ;  who  had  entered 
into  the  league  againit  Adraftus,  in  order  to  demand 
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fur  cette  invasion.  Adralle,  pour  les  appaifer,  avoit 
mis  cette  ville  en  depot  entpe  les  mains  des  Lucaniens  : 
mais  il  avoit  corrompu  par  argent  &  la  garnifon  Lnca- 
nienne,.  &  celui  qui  la  commandoit  ;  de  maniere  que 
les  Lucaniens  avoient  moins  d’autorite  effedive  que  lui  ^ 
dans  Venufe  ;  &  les  Apuliens,  qui  avoient  confenti  que 
la  garnifon  Lucanienne  gardat  Venufe,  avoient  fete  trom- 
p's  dans  cette  negociation.  '  v 

Un  citoyen  de  Venufe,  nomme  Demophante,.  avoit 
oltert  fecrktement  aux  allies  de*  leur  livrer  la  nuit  une. 
des  portes  de  la  ville.  Cet  avantage  etoit  d’autant  plus 
grand,  qu’ Adralle  avoit  mis  toutes  fes  provifions  de 
Suerre  &  de  bouclie  dans  un  chateau  voifin  de  Venufe,, 
am  ne  pouvoit  fe  defendre  fi  Venufe  etoit  prife.  Phi- 
locltte  &  Neftor  avoient  dfja  opine  qu’il  falloit  profiler 
d’une  li  heureufe.  occafion.  Tous  les  chefs  entraines  par 
leur  autorite,  &  eblcuis  par  l’utilite  d’une  li  facile  en- 
trenrife,  applaudiffoient  a  ce  fentiment  :  mais  Tele- 
maque  a  fon  retour  fit  fes  derniers  efforts  pou-r  les  en 

detourner. 


]e  n’ ignore  pas,  leur  dit-il,  que  fi  jamais  un  homme 
a  merrte^d’etre  furpris  &  trompe,  c’eft  ‘Adralle,  lui  qui 
a  li  fouvent  trompe  tout  le  monde.  Je  vois  bien  qu  en 


furprenant  Venufe,  vous  ne  ferez  que  vous  mettre  en 
poffelfion  d’une  ville  qui  vous  appartient^  puifqu’elle  ell 


aux  Apuliens,  qui  font  un  des  peuples  “de  votre  hgue. 
j’avoue  que  vous  le  pourriez  faire  avec  d’autant  plus 
d’apparence  de  raifon,  qu’ Adralle  qui  a  mis  cette  ville 


en 


depot,  a  corrompu  le  commandant  &  la  garmlon, 
ir  y  entrer  quand  il  le  jugera  a  prbpos.^  .  Enfin  je 


puui  y  ^  •  'XT  *  r 

comprens  comme  vous  que  fi  vous  preniez  Venule,  vous 
ieriez  des  le  lendemain.maitres  du  chateau  oil  font  tous 
les  preparatifs  de  guerre  qu’ Adralle  y  a  aifembles  ;  & 
qu’ainfi  vous  hnitiez  en  deux  jours  cette  guerre  fi  for¬ 
midable.  Mais  ne  vaut-il  pas  rnieux  perir  que  de  vain- 
cre  par  de  tels'moyens  ?  Faut-il  repcufler  la  fraude  par 
la  fraude  ?  Sera-t-il  dit  que  tani  de  rcis  ligues  pour  pu- 
nir  l’impie  Adralle  de  les  tromperies,  feront  trompeurs 
comme  lui  t  S’ii  nous  eft  permis  de  faire' 'comme  Adralle, 
il  n’eil  pas  coupable,  &  nous  avons  tort  de  le  vouloir 
punir.  ‘Qupil*  i’Hefperie  enticre,  foutenue  de  tant  de 
*  '  colonies 
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juilice  for  that  invafion.  Adraftus,  to  fatisfy,them,  had 
delivered  the  city  by  way  of  trait  into  the  hands  of  the 
Lucanians  :  But  he  had  corrupted  the  Lucanian  garrifon 
and  its  commander  by  his  money ;  fo  that  the  Lucanians 
had  in  reality  lefs  authority  ti>'in  he  in  Venufium  ;  and 
the  Apulian  si  who  had  coniented  that  the  Lucanian  gar- 
rifon  fhouid  keep  Venufium,  had  been  over-reached  in 
this  negotiation.  '  '  •  * 

A  citizen  of  Venufium,  named  Demophantes,  had 
privately  offered  the  allies. to  deliver  up  one  of  the  gates 
of  the  city  to  them  by  night.  'Phis  propofal  was  fo 
much  the  more  advantageous,  as  Adraftus  had  laid  up 
all  his  provisions  and  military  ftores  in  a  caftle  near' Ve¬ 
nufium,  which  could  not  dfefend  itfelf  if  that  city  were 
taken.  Philofietes  and  Neffor  had  already  declared  that 
they  ought  to  embrace  fo  favourable  an  opportunity  ; 
and  all  the  other  commanders  being  fwayed  by  their  au¬ 
thority,  and  dazzled  by  the  advantages  which  would 
arife  from  fo  eafy  an  enterprise,  approved- their  opinion : 

,But  Telemachus  at  his  return  did  all  he  could  to  diffuade 
them  from  it.  1 

1  am  not  ignorant,  faid  4ie,  that  if  ever  a  man  de- 
ferved  to  be  circumvented  and  deceived,  it  is  Adraftus, 
who  has  fo  often  deceived  all  others.  I  plainly  fee  that 
in  furprifmg  Venufium  you  will  only  take  poffeffion  of  a 
city  which  belongs  to  you,  fince  it  belongs  to  the  Apu¬ 
lians,  a  nation  who  have  entered  into  your  league.  I 
own  that  you  may  do  this  with  a  greater  fhow  ofreafon,  as 
A  draft  us  who  put  this  city  as  a  pledge  into  the  hands  of 
the  Lucanians,  has  corrupted  the  governor  and  the  gar-, 
rifon,  in  order  to -enter  it  whenever  he  fhall  think  pro-  '*• 
per.  And  then  X  am  fenfible  as  well  as  you,  that  if  you 
take  Venufium,  you  will  the  next  day  become  mailers  of 
the  caftle  in  which  Adraftus  has  lodged  all  his  ftores  ; 
and  that  you  would  thus  in  two  days  put  an  end  to  this 
formidable  war.  But  is  it  not  better  to  perifh  than  to 
conquer  by  fuch  means  !  Mull  fraud  be  repelled  by 
fraud  ?  Shall  it  be  faid  that  fo  many  princes  having  en¬ 
tered  into  a*league  to  chaftife  the  impious  Adraftus  for 
his  treacheries,  are  become  treacherous  like  him  r  If  it 
is  lawful  for  us  to  aft  like  Adraftus,  he  is  not  guilty, 
and  our  endeavours  to  purvifh  him.  are  wrong.  What  l 

has 
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colonies  Greques,  &  des  heros  revenus  du-fiege-de 
Trove,  n’a-t-elle  point  d’autres  armes  contre  la  perfidie 
&  les  parjures  d’Adrafte,  que  la  perfidie  &  le  parjure  ? 
Vous  avez  jure  par  les  chcfes  les  plus  facrees,  que  v ous 
laifferiez  Venufe  en  depot  dans  les  mains  des  Lucaniens. 
La  garnifon  Lucanienne,  dites-vous,  eft  corrompue  par 
I’ argent  d’Adrafte  ;  je  le  crois  comme  vous.  Mais  cette 
garnifon  eft  foujours  a  la  folde  des  Lucaniens ;  elle  n’a 
point  refute'  de  leur  obeir  ;  elle  a  garde  au  moins  en  ap- 
parence  la  neutralite.  Adrafte  ni  les  fiens  ne  font  ja¬ 
mais  entres  dans  Venufe  ;  le  ftraite  fubftfte  ;  votre  - fer¬ 
ment  n’eft  point  oublie  des  Dieux.  Ne  gardera-t-on  les 
paroles  donnees  que  quand  on  manquera  des  pretextes 
plaufibles  pour  les  violer  ?  Ne  fera-t-on  fidele  &  reh- 
gieux  pour  les  ferment,  que  quand  on  n’atira  rien  a 
o-ao-ner  en  violant  fa  foi  ?  Si  l’amour,  de  la  vertu  &  la 
crainte  des  Dieux  ne  vous  touchent  plus,  au  moins  foyez 
touches  de  votre  reputation  &  de  votre  interet.  Si  vous 
montrez  aux  hommes  cet  exemple.  pqrnicieux  de  man- 
quer  de  parole  &  de  violer  votre  ferment  pour  terminer 
one  p-uerre,  quelles  guerres  n’exciterez-vous  point  par 
cette  condqite  impie  ?  Quel  voilin  ne  fera  pas  contraint 
de  craindre  tout  de  vous  &  4e  vous  detefter  ?  Qui  pourra 
deformais  dans  les  neceffites  les  plus  preffantes  le  fier  a 
vous  ?  Quelle  furete  pourrez-vous  donner  quand  vous 
voudrez  etre  finceres,  &  qu’il  vous  importera  dc  per- 
fuader  a  vos  voifins  votre  fincerite  ?  Sera-ce  un  traite 
fplemnel  ?  Vous  en  aurez  foule  un  aux  pieds.  Sera-ce  un 
ferment  ?  B<h  !  ne  faura-t-on  pas  que. vous  comptez.  les 
Dieux  pour  rien,  quatrd  vous  efperez  tirer  du  parjure 
quelque  avantage  ?  La  paix  n’aura  done  pas  plus  de 
furete  que  la  guerre  a  votre  egard.  Tout  ce  qui  vien- 
dra  de  vous,  fera  re$u  comme  une  guerre^  ou  feinte,  on 
declaree.  Vous  ferez  les  ennemis  perpetuels  de  tons 
ceux  qui  auront  le  malheur  d’etre  vos  voifins.  Toutes 
les  affaires  quidemandent  de  la  reputation,  de  la  probite 
&  de  la  con fianpe,  vous  deviendront  impoftibles.  Vous 
n’aurez  plus  de  resource  pour  fa'ire  croire,  ce  que  vous 

premettrez.  ‘  '  .  ,  1 

Voioi,  ajouta  Telemaque,  un  mteret  encore  plus  prel- 

fan-t  qui  doit  vous  frapper,  s ’ll  .vous  refte  quelque  fenti- 
ment  de  probite,  &  quelaue  prevoyance  fur  vos  interets ; 

'  e’eft 
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has  all  Hefperia,  fupported  by  To  many  Greek  colonies, 
and  heroes  returned  From  the  fiege  of  Troy,  no  other 
arms,  againfl  the  perfidy  and  perjury  of  Adraihis,  but 
perfidy  and  perjury  ?  You  have  Fvvorn  by  things  the  mod 
Facred  to  leave  Venufium  as  a  pledge  in  the  hands  of  the 
Lucanians.  But  their  garrifon,  lay  you,  is  corrupted 
by  Adraftus’s  money  ;  I  perceive  that  as  well  as  you. 
But  this  garrifon  is  Hill  in  the  pay  of  the  Lucanians  ;  it 
has  not  refufed  to  obey  them,  and  has,  at  lead  in  ap¬ 
pearance,^  obferved  the  neutrality.  Neither  Adrr.dus 
nor  any  or  his  foLdiers  have  ever  entered  Venufium  ;  the 
treaty  fubfids,  and  your  oath  is  not  forgotten  by  the 
Gods.-  Shall  we  keep  our  promifes,  only  when  we  want 
plaulible  pretences  to  break  them  ?  Shall  we  be  faithful 
and  religious  obfervers  of  oaths,  only  when  we  can  ret 
nothing  by  violating  them?  If  the  love  of  virtue  and  the 
fear  of  the  Gods  have  no  influence  upon  you,  have  at 
lead  fome  concern  for  your  reputation  and  intereft.  If 
you  give  mankind  this  pernicious  indance  of  breaking 
your  word  and  of  violating  your  oath  to  terminate  a  war, 
what  wars  will  you  not  kindle  'by  this  impious  con¬ 
duit  ?  What  neighbour  will  not  be  condrained  to  appre¬ 
hend  every  thing  from  and  to  deted  you  ?  Who  for  the 
future,  in  the  mod  preffing  exigencies,  will  confide  in 
you  ?  What  fecurity  will  you  be  able  to  give  when  you 
defign  to  be  fincere,  and  when  it  is  of  confequence  to 
you  to  perfuade  your  neighbours  that  you  are  io  ?  Will 
a  folemn  treaty  ao  it  ?  You  will  have  trampled  one  un¬ 
der  your  feet.  Will  an  oath  do  it  ?  Ah  !  will  it  not  be 
known  that  you  look  upon  the  Gods  as  cyphers,  when 
you  expeil  to  draw  any  advantage  from  perjury  ?  You 
will  not  therefore  be  fafer  in  peace  than  in  war.  Every 
thing  which  comes  from  you,  will  be  received  as,,  a  dif- 
guifed  or  open  war.  Y ou  will  perpetually  be  the  enemies 
of  all  who  fhall  have  the  misfortune  to  be  your  neigh¬ 
bours.  All  tranfadlions  which  require  reputation,  pro¬ 
bity  and  confidence,  will  become  impofiible  to  you  5  you 
will  have  no  means  of  making  people  believe  what  you 
promife.  ' 

There  is,  added  Telemachus,  a  yet  nearer  concern 
which  mud  needs  affedl  you,  if  you  have  any  fenfe  of 
probity,  or  any  forefight  with  regard  to  your  own  ihte- 
Tom.  II.  •  K  red. 
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c*eft  qu’une  conduite  fi  trompeufe  attaque  par  le  dedans 
toute  votre  ligue,  &  va  la  ruiner ;  votre  parjure  va  faire 

triompher  Adrafte.  ■ 

A  ces  paroles  toute  I’afTemblee  emue  lui  demanda, 
comment  il  ofoit  dire  qit’une  a&ion  quj.  donneroit  une 
vf&oire  certaine  a  la  ligue,  pouvoitf  la  ruiner  ?  Com¬ 
ment,  leur  repondit-il,  pourrez-vous  vous .  coniter  les 
uns  aux  autres,  fi  une  fois  vous  rompez  l’unique  lien  de 
la  fociete  &  de  la  confiance,  qui  eft  la  bonne  foi?  Apres 
que  vous  aurez  pofe  pour  maxime  qu’on  peut  violer  les 
regies  de  la  probite  &  de  la  fidelite  pour  un  grand  inte- 
ret,  qui  d’entre  vous  pourra  fe  fier  a  un  autre,  quand 
cet  autre  pourra  trouver  un  grand  avantage  a  lui  man- 
quer  de  parole  a  le  tromper  ?  Ou  en  ferez-vous?  Quel  eft 
celui  d’entre  vous  qui  ne  voudra  point  prevenir  les  arti¬ 
fices  de  fon  voifin  par  les  fiens  ?  Que  devient  une  ligue 
de  tant  de  peuples,  lorfqu’ils  font  convenus  entre  eux 
par  une  deliberation  commune,  qu’il  eft  permis  de  fur- 
prendre  fon  voifin  &  de  violer  la  foi  donnee?  Quelle  fera 
'  votre  defiance  mutuelle,  votre  divifion,  votre  ardeur  a 
vous  detruire  les  uns  les  autres  ?  Adrafte  n’aura  plus  be- 
foin  de  vous  attaquer,  vous  vous  dechirerez  affez  vous- 
memes,  vous  juftifierez  fes  perfidies.  O  rois  fages  & 
magnanimes,  6  vous  qui  commandez  avec  tant  d’ex- 
-  perience  fur  des  peuples  innombrsbles,  ne  dedaignez 
pas  d’ecouter  les  confeils  d’un  jfune  homme.  Si  vous 
tombiez  dans  les  plus  affreufes  extremites  ou  la  guerre 
precipite  quelquefois  les  hommes,  il  faudroit  vous  pre¬ 
server  par  votre  vigilance  &  par  les  efforts  de  votre 
vertu ;  car  le  vrai  courage  ne  fie  laiffe  jamais  abattre. 
Mais  fi  vous  aviez  une  fois  rompu  la  barriere  de  Ph6n- 
neur  &  de  la  bonne  foi,  cette  perte  eft  irreparable  ;  vous 
ne  pourriez  plus  retablir  ni  la  confiance  neceffaire  au 
fucces  de  tou.tes  les  affaires  importantes,  ni  ramener  les 
hommes  aux  principes  de  la  vertu,  apres  que  vous  leur 
auriez  appris  a  les  meprifer.  Que  craignez-vous  ? 
TsT’avez-vous  pas  affez  de  courage  pour  vaiacre  fans 
tromper?  Votre  vertu  jointe  aux  forces  de  tant  de  peu¬ 
ples.,  ne  vous  fuffit-elle  pas  ?  Combattons,  mourons,  s  il 
le  faut,  plutot  que  de  vaincre  fi  indignement.  Adrafte, 
Pimpie  Adrafte,  eft  dans  nos  mains,  pourvu  que  nous 

ayons  horreur  d’imiter  fa  lachete  &  fa  mauvaife  foi. 

Lorfque 
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reft,  viz.  that  To  treacherous  a  conduft  would  be  an  in¬ 
ternal  attack  upon  your  whole  league,  and  quickly  ruin 
it ;  your  perjury  would  caufe  Adrailus  to  triumph. 

.  Tke  whole  affembly,  murmuring  at  tliefe  words,  afked 
him  how  he  could  take  upon  him  to  fay,  that  an  adtion 
which  would  infallibly  make  the  confederates  victorious 
would  ruin  the  confederacy  ?  How,  replied  he,  will  you  be 
able  to  confide  in  each  other,  if  you  once  violate  your  fin- 
cerity,  the  only  band  of  fociety  and  confidence  ?  .When 
you  have  laid  it  down  as  a  maxim,  that  the  laws  of  pro¬ 
bity  and  fidelity  may  be  difpenfed  with  for  .  the  fake  of 
fome  fignal  advantage,  which  of  you  will  truft  another, 
fince  another  may  find  it  very  advantageous  to  falfifv 
his  word  and  to  deceive  you  ?  Where  will  you  be  then  ? 
Which  of  you  will  not  endeavour  by  his  o\tn  artifices  to 
prevent  thofe  of  his  neighbour  ?  What  will  be  the  fate 
of  a  confederacy  of  fo  many  nations,  when  they  have 
agreed  among  themfelves  after  a  general  difcuffion  of  the 
matter,  that  it  is  lawful  to  over-reach  one’s  neighbour 
and  to  violate  one’s  plighted  faith  ?  How  great  will  your 
mutual  jealoufies  be,  your  diftentions,  your  zeal  to  de- 
ftroy  each  other  ?  Adraftus  will  have  no  occafion  to  at- 
|  fackyou;  you  wilt  fufficiently  worry  one  another,  and 
jultafy  his  perfidies.  Ye  fage,  ye  magnanimous  princes, 
you  who  fo  wifely  govern  innumerable  multitudes,  dif- 
dam  not  to  hearken  to  the  counlels  of  a  young  man 
!  Should  you  ever  fall  into  the  moil  terrible  extremities 
into  which  war  fometimes  precipitates  men,  you  may 
rile  again  by  your  vigilance  and  the  ftruggles  of  your 
virtue;  tor  true  courage  never  defpairs:  But  if  you  have 
once  broken,  down  the  barrier  of  honour  and' probitv, 
j  your  ruin  is  inevitable ;  you  can  never  revive  the  conii- 
I  dence  which  is  nqceffary  to  make  all  important  affairs  fuc- 
!  cels^uk  nor  reclaim  men  to  the  principles  of  virtue  which 
you  have  taught  them  to  defpiie.  And  what  do  you  ap¬ 
prehend  ?  Are  you  not  brave  enough  to  conquer  without 
treachery?  Is  not  your  valour,  together  with  the  forces 
ot  io  many  nations,  fufficient  for  this?  Let  us  fight,  let 
us  die,  if  it  muft  be  fo,  rather  than  conquer  by  fuch  vile 
means.  Adraftus,  the  impious  Adraftus,  is  in  our  power, 
provided  we  abhor  imitating  his  baienels  and  perikiy. 

^ :Z  Wheg 
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Lorfque  Telemaque  acheva  ce  difcours,  il  fentit  que 
la  douce’  perfuafion  avoit  coule  de  les  levres,  &  a}01j  * 
pafie  iufqu’au  fond  des  cceurs.  II  remarqua  un  profond  , 
file  nee  dans  l’affemblee  ;  chacun  penloit,  non  a  lui,  m 
aux  graces  de  fes  paroles,  mais  a  la  force  de  la  yerite, 
qui  fe  feibit  fentir  dans  la  fuite  de  fon  raifonn'ement.  L  e- 
tonnement  etoit  peint  fur  les  vifages.  Enfin  on  entenuit 
un  mu f mure  fourd,  qui  fe  repanaoit  peu  a  peu  dans  l  a  -  ; 
femblee.  *  Les  ups  regardoient  les  autres,  &  n  olpient 
parler  les  premiers.  On  attendoit  que  les  chefs  de  1  ar- 
inee  fe  declaraffent,  &  chacun  avmt  de  la  peine  a  retemr 
fes  fentimens.  Enfin  le  grave  Neftor  pronoi^a  ces  pa- 
roles. 

Digne  fils  d’Ulyfie,  les  Dieux  vous  ont  fait  parler,  &= 
Minerve,  qui  a  tant  de  fois  infpire  votre  pere,  a  mis 
dans  votre  cmur  le  confeil  fage  &  genereux  que  vous 
avez  doime.  Je  ne  regarde  point  votre  jeunelfe,  je  ne 
confidere  que  Minerve.  dans  tout  ce  que  vous  venpz.de 
dire.  Vous  avez  parle  pour  la  vertu.  Sans  elle  les  plus 
grinds  avantages  iont  de  vraies  pertes  fans  elle  on  s ’at¬ 
tire  bientot" la  vengeance  de  fes  ennemis,  la  defiance  de 
fes  allies,  l’horreur  de  tous  les  gens  de  bien,  &  la  juke 
colere  des  Dieux.  Laiffcns  done  Venufe  entre  les  mams 
des  Lucaniens,  Sc  ne  fongeons  plus  qu’a  vamcre  Adraite 

par  notre  courage.  N  r  A 

.11  dit;  Sc  toute  l’afiemblee  applaudit  a  fes  fages  pa¬ 
roles  Mais  en  applaudifiant,  chacun  etonne  tournoit 
les  yeux  vers  le  fils  d’Ulyffe,  &  on  croyoit  voir  reluire 
l€n  lui  la  fageffe  de  Minerve  qui  l’inlpiroit. 

4k  *  .  .  ■  ;  7  *  '  '  / 

II  s’eleva  bientdt  une  autre  queftion  dans  le  confeil  des 
rois,  ou  il  n’acquit  pas  moins  de  gloire.  Adrafie,  tou- 
jours  cruel  Sc  perfide,.envoya  dans  le  camp  un  transfuge 
nomme  Acante,  qui  devoit  empoifonner  les  plus  llluftres 
chefs  de  l’armee.  Sur-tout  il  avoit  ordre  de  ne  nen 
epargner  pour  faire  mourir  le  jeune  Telemaque,  qui 
etoit  deja  la  terreur  des  Dauniens.  Telemaque,  qui 
avoit  trop  de  courage  &  de  candeur  pour  etr.e  enclm  a  la 
defiance,  recut  fans  peine  avec  amide  ce  malheureux, 
qui  avoit  vu  Ulyfle  en  Sicile,  Sc  qui  lui  racontoit  les 

1  aventures 
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When  Telemachus  concluded  his  fpeech,  he  perceived 
that  foft  perfuafion  had  flowed  from  his  lips,  and  funk 
deep  into  their  hearts.  He  obferved  that  there  was  a 
profound  fllence  throughout  the  whole  aflembly  ;  every 
one  s-  thoughts  being  employed,  not  oil  him  or  the  graces 
of  his  words,  but  on  the  force  of  truth,  which  was  fo 
ftriking  in  the  whole  courfe  of  his  reafoning.  Amaze¬ 
ment  was  painted  on  their  faces.  At  length  an  hollow 
-■murmur  was  heard  threading  itfelf  by  little  and  little 
through  the  whole  aflembly.  They  all  looked  one  upon 
another,  being  afraid  to  lpeak  firft,  and  waiting  till  the 
principal  commanders  fliould  declare  themfelves,  though 
every  one  found  it  difficult  to  retain  hisTentiments.  At 
laft  the  grave  Neftor  pronounced  thefe  words  : 

Worthy  fon  of  Ulyfles,  the  gods  prompted  you  to 
fpeak,  and  Minerva,  who  fo  often  infpired  yOur  father, 
fuggefted  to  you  tne  wife  and  generous  counfel  which  you 
have  given  us.  I  do  not  regard  your  youth,  I  fee  Mi¬ 
nerva  in  all  you  have  faid.  You  have  pleaded  the  caufe 
of  virtue.  Without  virtue  the  greateft  advantages  are’ 
real  Ioffes  ;  without  virtue  men  foofr  draw  on  themfelves 
the  vengeance  of  their  enemies,  the  jealoufy  of  their 
allies,  the  hatred  of  all  good  men,  and  the  juft  wrath  of 
the  Gods.  Let  us  therefore  leave  Venufium  -in  the  hands 
of  the  Lucanians,  and  think  of  conquering  Adraftus 
only  by  our  courage. 

He  laid ;  and  the  whole  aflembly  applauded  the  wif- 
dom  of  his  words.  But  every  one,  as  he  gave  his  ap- 
-plaufe,  turned  his  eyes  with  amazement  towards  the  fon 
of  Ulyfles,  and  imagined  that  he  faw  the  wi(dom  of  Mi¬ 
nerva,  his  infpirer,  fliine  forth  in  him. 

.  There  foon  arofe  another  queftion  in  the  council  of  the 
kings,  by  which  he  did  not  acquire  lefs  glory.  Adraftus, 
ever  bloody  and  perfidious,  fent  into  the  camp  one 
Acanthus,  a  deferter,  who  was  to  poifon  the  moll  illus¬ 
trious  chiefs  of  the  army.  He  was  particularly  ordered 
to  fpare  no  pains  to  effedt  the  death  of  the  young  Tele¬ 
machus,  who  was  already  become  the  terror  of  the  Dau- 
mans.  Telemachus,  who  had  too  much  courage  and 
candour  to  be  miftruftful,  readily  and  kindly  received 
this  wretch,  who  had  feen  Ulyfles  in  Sicily,  and  who  fe~ 
lated  to  him  the  adventures  of  that  hero.  He  fubfifted 

K  3  him. 
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aventures  de  ce  heros.  11  le  nourriftoit  Sc  tachoit  de 
le  confoler  dans  Ton  malheur ;  car  Acante  fe  plaignoit 
d’avoir  ete  trompe  &  traite  indignement  par  Adrafte 
jnais  c’etoit  nourrir  &  rechauffer  dans  fon  fein  une  viper e 
venimeufe  toute  prete  a  faire  une  blefture  mortelle.  On 
furprit  un  autre  transfuge  nomme  Arion,  qu  Acante  en¬ 
voy  oit  vers  Adrafte  pour  lui  apprendre  1  etat  du  camp  - 
des  allies,  Sc  pour  lui  affurer  qu’il  empoifonneroit  le  len- 
demain  les  principaux  rois  avcc  rI  elemaque  dans  un  feftin 
que  celui-ei  lui  devoit  donner.  Arion  pris  •avoua  fa  trahi- 
lon:  On  foupgonna  qu’il  etoit  d’intelligence  avec  Acan¬ 
te,  parce  qu’ils  etoient  bons  amis  :  mais  Acante  pro- 
ibndem.ent  diflimule  &  intrepid  e,  fe  defendoit  avec  tant 
d’art,  qu’on  ne  pouvoiv  le  CGnvain.cre>  ni  decouvrir  1« 

, fond  de  la  conjuration.  . 

*  1  Kai  n'tAo  i  i  K  n  i  o  ri  j  ▼  /'n  f >  **  ;  r% o  "A  p  ' 

Plufieurs  des  rois  furent  d’avis  qu  il-  falloit  dans  lv 
doute  facrifier  Acante  a  la  furete  publique.  II  laut, 
difoient-ils,  le  faire  motif ir  ;  la  vie  d  wn  feul  homme 
n’eft  rien  quand  ils  s’agit  d;’ affurer  celle  de  tant  de  rois. 
Qu’importe  qu’un  innocent  perifte,,  quand  il  sVigit.de 
conferver  ceux  qui  reprefentent  les  Dieux  au  milieu  des 

hommes  ?  .  ■  ,  , 

Quelle  maxime  inhumaine !  quelle  politique  barbare, 

reoondit  Telemaque.  Quoi !  Vous  etes  ft  prodigues  du 
fang  humainl  O  vous  qui  etes  etablis  les  pafteurs  des 
hommes.  Sc  qui  ne  commandez  fur  eux  que  pour  les 
conferver,  comme  un  pafteur  conferve  fon  troupeau,  vous 
etes  done  les  loups  cruels.  Sc  non  pas  les  pafteurs  ;  du 
moins  vous  n’etes  pafteurs  que  pour  tondre  &  pour  egor- 
ger  le  troupeau,  au  lieu  de  le  conduire  dans  les  patura- 
t?es.  Seion  vous  on  eft  coupable  des  qu  on  eft  accuse  ; 
un  fouogon  merite  la  mort ;  les  innocens  font  a  la  merci 
des  envieux  Sc  des  calomniateurs  ;  Sc  a  mefure  que  la  de¬ 
fiance  tyrannique  croitra  dans  vos  occurs,  il  faudra  aufli 

egorger  plus  de  victimes.  .  , 

Telemaque  difoit  ces  paroles  .avec  une  autorite  &  une 
vehemence  qui  entrainoit  les  cceurs,  Sc  qui  couvroit  de 
honte  les  auteurs  d’un  ft  lache  confeiL  Eniuite  fe  ra- 
douciftant,  il  leur  dit :  Pour  moi  je  n’aime  pas  aftez  la 
vie  pour  vivre  a  ce  prix-la  ;  j’aime  mieux  qu  Acante 
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him,  and  endeavoured  to  comfort  him  in  his  misfortunes ; 
for  Acanthus  complained  of  having  been  deceived  and 
unworthily  treated  by  Adraftus.  But  this  was  cherilhing 
and  warming  a  venomous  viper  in  his  bofOm,  which  was 
ready  to  fting  him  to  death.  Another  deferter  was  taken, 
whole  name  was  Arion,  whom  Acanthus  was  fending 
back  to  Adraftus,  to  inform  him  of  the  ftate  of  the  con¬ 
federate  camp,  and  to  allure  him  that  he  would  the  next 
day  poifon  the  principal  kings  and  Telemachus,  at  an 
entertainment  which  the  latter  was  to  give  him.  Arion 
being  apprehended,  confefted  this  reafon/  and  it  was 
fufpedted  that  Acanthus  was  concerned  with  him,  be- 
caufe  they  were  <  intimate  friends  ;  but  Acanthus,  who 
was  .a  deep  diftembkr  and  net  to  be  daunted/  defended 
himfelf  fo  artfully  that  he  could  not  be  convidled,  nor 
the  bottom  of  the  confpiracy  difeovered. 

Several  of  the  kings  were  of  opinion  that  they  ought 
An  this  uncertainty  to  facrifice  Acanthus  to  the  publiek 
fafety.  He  muft,  laid  they,  be  put  to  death ;  the  life 
of  a  fingle  perlon  is  nothing,  when  the  fafety  of  fo 
many  princes  is  concerned.  What  if  an  innocent  per- 
fon  perilh,  when  the  point  in  debate  is  the  prefervation 
of  thofe  who  reprefent  the  Gods  among  men  ? 

What  an  inhuman  maxim  1  what  barbarous  policy, 
replied  Telemachus  !  How  !  are  you  fo  lavi/h  of  human 
blood  !  O  you  who  are  appointed  the  Ihepherds  of  men, 
and  who  govern  them  only  to  take  care  of  them  as  a 
fhepherd  takes  care  of  his  flock,  you  are  it  feems  raven¬ 
ous  wolves  and  not  fhepherds  :  at  moll  you  are  jfhep- 
herds  only  to  fleece  and  flay  the  flock,  inftead  of  leading 
it  into  good  paftures.  According  to  you  a  man  is  guilty 
the  moment  he  is  accufed  ;  to  be  fufpedied  merits  death ; 
the  innocent  are  at  the  mercy  of  the. envious  and  the 
flanderer  ;  and  the  more  your  tyrannical  jealoufy  ill- 
creafes  in'  your  bofom,  the  greater  number  of  victims 
muft  be  {lain.  - 

Telemachus  fpoke  thefe  words  with  an  authority  and 
vehemence  that  carried'  an  irrefiftable  convidtiou  with  it, 
and  over- whelmed  the  authors  6f  fuch  bale  advice  with 
ftiame.  He  afterwards  faid  in  a  milder  tone :  As  for  me  I 
am  not  fo  fond  of  life  as  to  pay  fo  dear  for  it  ;  I  had  rather 
that  Acanthus  Ihould  be  a  villain  than  be  one  myfelf,  and 
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foit  mec.hant  que  ft  je  l’etois,  &  qifil  m’arradie  la  vie  par 
une  trahiforr,  que  fi  je  le  fefois  moi-meme  perir  injufte- 
ment  dans  le  doute.  Mais  ecoutez,  6  vous*  qui  et.ant 
etablis  ro.is,  c’eft-a  dire  jnges  des  peuples,  devez- favoir 
vager  les  homines  avec  juitice,  prudence  &  moderation; 
laid'ez-mdi  interrcger  Acante  en  votre  prefence. 

i 

AuiTitot  il  interroge  cet  homme  fur  fon  commerce  avec 
Arion :  fi  de  preiTe  fur  une  infinite  de  circonflances ;  il 
fait  fern bl ant  plufieurs  fois  de  le  renvoyer  a  Adrafte, 
corn  me  -  un  transfuge  digne  d’etre  puni,  pour  obferver 
.s’il  avert  petur  d'etre  ainll  renvoye,  ou  non.  Mais  le 
vifage  &  la  voix  d* Acante  demeurerent  tranquiles  ;  & 
Telemaque  en  conclut  qu’ Acante  pouvoit  n’etre  pas  in¬ 
nocent.  Enfin  ne  pouvant  tirer  la  verite  du  fond  de  fon 
ccear,  il  lui  dit :  Donnez-moi  votre  anneau,  je  veux 
renvoyer  a  Adrafte.  A  cette  demande  de  fon  anneau, 
Acante  paUt,  il  fut  embaraffe.  Telemaque,  dont  les 
yeux  etoient  to uj ours  attaches  fur  lui,  l’appe^ut,  il  prit 
cet  anneau.  Je'm’en  vais,  lui  dit-il,  l’envoyer  a  Adrafte 
par  les  mains  d’un  Lucanien  nomme  Poly  trope,  que 
vous  connoiftez,  &  qui  paroitra  y  aller  fecretement  de 
votre  part.  Si  nous  pouvons  decouvrir  par  cette  voie  vo-  * 
tre  intelligence  avec  Adrafte,  on  vous'  fera  perir  impi- 
toyablement  par  les  tourmens  les  plus  cruels.  Si  au  con- 
traire  vous  avouez  des-a-prefent  votre  faute,  on  vous  la. 
pardonnera,  &  on  fe  contentera  de  vous  envoyer  dans 
une  lie  de  la  mer,  ou  vous  ne  manquerez  de  rien.  Alors 
Acante  avoua  tout,  &  Telemaque  obtint  des  rois  qu’on 
lui  donneroit  la  vie,  parce  qu’il  la  lui  avoit  promife.  On 
•l’envoya  dans  une  des  iles  Echinades,  ou  il  vecut  en 
paix. 


Peu  de  terns  apres,  un  Daunien  d’une  naiffance  ob- 
.feure,  mais  d’mEe.fprit  violent  &  hardi,  nomme  Diof- 
core,  vint  la’  nuit  dans  le  camp  des  allies,  leur  ofFrir  d  e- 
gorger  dans  fa  tente  le  roi  Adrafte.  il  le  pouvoit  ;  car 
cn  eft  maitre  de  la  vie  des  autres,  quand  on  ne_compte 
plus  pour  rien  la  ftenne.  Cet  homme  ne  refpiroit  que  la 
vengeance,  parce  qu’ Adrafte  lui  avoit  enleve  fa  femme 
qu’il  airnoit  eperduement,  &  qui  etoit  egale  en  beaute  a 

Venus  meme.  Il  avoit  des  intelligences  fecretes  pour 
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that  he  Ihould  rob  me  of  my  life  by  treachery  than  that  I 
Ihould  be  fo  unjud  as  to  put  him  to  death  on  fufpicion 
only.  But  have  a  little  patience,  ye  princes,  who  as  you 
are  appointed  kings,  that  is  judges,  of  the  people,  fhould 
.know  how  to  try  men  with  judice,  wifdom  and  modera¬ 
tion  $  have  patience  I  fay,  and  give  me  leave  to  examine 
Acanthus  in  your  prefence.  v 

Hereupon  he  quedions  Acanthus  concerning  his  cor- 
r-efpondence  with  Arion  ;  he  predes  him  with  a  thou- 
fand  circumdances,  and  feveral  times  makes  as  if  he 
would  fend  him  back  to  Adradus,  as  a  deferter  that 
deferveu  to  be  puniihed,  to  lee  whether  he  was  afraid 
of  being  fent  .  back  or  not.  But  Acanthus’s  voice  and 
countenance  continued  calm  and  compoled,  and  from 
.tnence  Telemachus  concluded  that  he  could  not  be  inno¬ 
cent.  Not  oeing  able  however  to  draw  him  into  a  con- 
feffiom,  1  elemachus  at  lad  faid.  Give  me  your  ring,  L 
will  fend  it  to  Adradus.  At  this  demand  of  his  ring 
Acanthus  grew  pale,  and  was  in  confufion*  Telemachus, 
;whofe  eyes  were  continually  fixed  upon  him,  perceived  it 
and  took  the  ring.  I  will  immediately  fend  it,  faid  he, 
to  Adradus  by  the  hands  of  your  acquaintance  Polytro- 
«  Pas  the  Lucanian,  and  he  ihall  pretend  that  he  is  fent  fe- 
eretly  by  you.  If  by  this  means  vve  difcoveryour  cor- 
reipondence  with*Adradus,  you  Ihall  die  without  mercy 
in  the  mod  racking  tortures  ;  but  if  on  the  contrary  you 
now  confefs  your  guilt,  you  fhall  be  pardoned,  and  we  will 
content  ourfelves  with  fending  you- to  an  ifland  where  you 
fliall  want  for  nothing.  Upon  this  Acanthus  made  a  full 
difcovery ;  and  Telemachus  prevailing  on  the  kings  to 
give  him  his  life  according  to  his  promife,  he  was  fent 
to  one  of  the  Echinadian  iflands,  where  lie  lived  unmo- 
•  lefted. 

A  little  while  after,  one  D.iofcorus,  a  Daunian  of  an 
.  obi  cure  birth,  but  or  a  violent  and  daring  fpirit,  came 
by  night  to  the  camp  of  the  allies,  and  made  them  an 
offer  of  affaffmating  king  Adradus  in  his  tent.  This  he 
was  able  to  effect ;  for  a  man  is  mader  of  the  lives  of 
others,  when  he  does  not  value  his  own.  This  Diofc-o- 
i  us  breathed  nothing  but  revenge,  becaufe  Aalraftus  had 
ta^en  irom  him  his  wife  whom  he  paflionately  loved,  and 
who  was  equal  in  beauty  to  Venus  lierfejf.  He  had  pri- 
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entrer  la  nuit  dans  la  tente  du  roi,  &  pour  etre  fayorife 
dans  cette  entreprife  par  plufteurs  capitaines  Dauniens  : 
Hials  il  croyoit  avoir  befoin  que  les  rois  allies  attaquaflent 
en  meme  terns  le  camp  d’ Adrafte,  afm  que  dans  ce  trou¬ 
ble  il  put  plus  facilement  fe  fauver  &  enlever  fa  femme. 

II  etoit  content  de  perir  s’il  ne  pouvoit  l’enlever  apres 
avoir  tue  le  roi. 

Aufiitot  que  Diofcore  eut  explique  aux  rois  fon  ddfein, 
tout  le  monde  fe  tourna  vers  Telemaque,^  comme  pour 
lui  demander  une  decifion.  Les  Dieux,  repondit-il,  qui 
nous  ont  preferve  des  traitres,  nous  defendent  de  nous  en 
fervir.  Quand  meme  nous  n’aurions  pas  affez  de  vertu 
pour  detefter  la  trahifon,  nOtre  feul  interet  fuffiroit  pour 
Ja  rejeter  ;  des  que  nous  l’aurons  autorifee  par  notre  ex¬ 
ample,  pous  meriterons  qu’elle  fe  tourne  contre  oous  ; 
'des  ce  moment  qui  d’entre  nous  fera  en  furete  ?  Adrafte 
pourra  bien  eviter  le  coup  qui  le  menace,  Sc  le  faire  re- 
tomber  fur  les  rois  allies.  La  guerre  ne  fera  plus  une 
guerre  ;  la  fagefTe  Sc  la  vertu  ne  feront  d’aucun  ufage  ; 
on  ne  verra  plus  que  perfidie,  trahifon  Sc  affafiinats. 
Nous  en  reftentirions  nous-memes  les  funeftes  fuites,  Sc 
nous  le  meriterions,  puifque  nous  aurions  autorife  le  plu« 
orand  desmaux.  ]e  conclus  done  qu’il  faut  renvoyer  le 
traitre  a  Adrafte.  J’avoue  que  ce  roi  ne  le  mente  pas  ; 
mais  toute  l’Hefperie  &  toute  la  Grece,  qui  ont  les  yeux' 
fur  nous,  meritent  que  nous  tenions  cette  conduite  pour  en 
etre  eftimes.  Nous  nous  devons  a  nous-memes,  ennn 
nous  devons  aux  Dieux  juftes  cette  horreur  de  la  per- 

Auiiitot  on  envoya  Diofcore  a  Adrafte,  qui  freniit  du 
peril  oil  il  avoit  ete.  Sc  qui  ne  pouvoit  aftez  s  etonner 
de  la  p  enerofite  de  fes'  ennemis  ;  car  les  medians  ne 
peuvent  comprendre  la  pure  vertu.  Adrafte  admiroit 
malpre  lui  ce  qu’il  venoit  de  voir.  Sc  n’ofoit  le  louer. 
Cette  a&ion  noble  des  allies  rappeloit  un  honteux  fou- 
venir  de  toutes  fes  cruautes.  11  cherchcit  a.  rabamer  la 
generofite  de  fes  ennemis.  Sc  etoit  honteux  de  paioitre 
inprat,'  pendant  qu’il  leur  devoit  la  vie  ;  mats  les  hom¬ 
ines  corrompus  s’endurciftent  bientot  contre  tout  ce 
qui  pourroit  les  toucher.  Adrafte,  qui  vit  que  la  repu¬ 
tation  des  allies  augmentoit  tous  les  jours,  crut  qu  il 
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vately  concerted  meafures  to  enter  the  king’s  tent  1 y 
night,  and  to  be  favoured  in  this  attempt  by  fete  al 
Daunian  captains  ;  but  he;  thought  it  neceffary  that  the 
confederate  princes  Thpuld  attack  Adraltus’s  camp  at  the 
fame  time,  that  he  might  in  the  cbnfufion  more  eafily 
efcape,  and  carry  off  his 'wife.  If  he  could  not  carry  her 
off,  he  was  content  to  perifh,  after  he  had  killed  the 
king.  ,  .  ,• 'r  1  •_  'H  a~ 

As  foon  as  Diofcorus  had  explained  his  deiign  to  the 
kings,  eyery  body  turned  towards  Telemachus,  as  it 
were  to  afk  his  decifion  of  the  matter.  The  Gods,  faid 
he,  who  have  prefer  ved  us  from  tray  tors,  forbid  us  to 
employ  them.  And  though  we  were  not  virtuous  enough 
to  abhor  tr.eafon,  yet  our  own  intereft  would  be  fufficient 
to  induce  us  to  reject  it ;  Tor  when  we  have  given  affanc- 
tion  to  it  by  our  example,  we  (hall  deferve  to  have  it- 
turned  againft  us :  and  from  that  moment  which  of  us 
would  be  -fafe  ?  Adraftus  may  poflibl y  avoid  the  blow 
which  threatens  him,  and  make  it  fall  on  the  confederate 
kings.  Befides,  war  would  ceafe  to  be  war;  wifdom 
and  virtue  would  be  of  no  ufe,  and  we  ihould  fee  nothing 
but  perfidy,  treafon  and  affaffmations.  We  ourfelves 
fltoull  feelt  and  fhotild  deferve  to  feel  their  fatal  e fleets , 
fmee  we  lliould  authorife  the  greateit  of  evils.  I  think 
therefore  that  this  traytor  ought  to  be'  fent  back  to 
Adraftus.  I  own  indeed  that  this  prince  does  not  deferve 
it;  but  all  Hefperia  and  ail  Greece,  which  have  their 
eyes  upon  us,  deferve  inch  a  conduit  from  us  as  the  price 


or  their  efceem.  Befides,  we  owe  to  ourfelves,  we  owe 


to  the  righteous  Gods,  this  abhorrence  of  treachery. 

Upon  this  Diofcorus  y/as  fent  to,  Adraftus,  who  trem¬ 
bled  at  the  danger  he  had  been  in,  and  could  not  enough 
wonder  at  the  generality  of  his  enemies  ;  for  the  wicked 
have  no  idea  of  pure  and  diiintereiled  virtue.  Adraftus 
could  not  but  admire  what  lie  faw,  though,  lie  had-  not  re- 
folution  enough  to  commend  it.  Tills  noble  aCtion  of 
the  allies  recalled  to  his  mind  an  odious  remembrance 
of  all  his  treacheries  arid  cruelties.  He  fought  to  leffen 
the  generality  of  his  enemies*  and  was  afhamed  to  ap¬ 
pear  ungrateful  to  thofe  to  whom  he  owed  his  life;  but: 
corrupt  men  foon  harden  themfelves  .again  ft  everv  thing 
w)nch  might  give  them  the  'leak  compunction.  Adraftus 
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etoit  prefie  de  faire  contre  eux  quelque  adlion  eclatante  : 
comme  il  n’en  pouvoit  faire  aucune  de  vertu,  il  voulut 
du  moins  tacher  de  re  importer  quejque  grand  avantage 
fur  eux  par  les  armes,  &  il  fe  hata  de  combattre. 


Le  jour  du  combat  etant  venu,  a  peine  l’Aurore  ou- 
vroit  au  foleil  les  portes  de  l’orient  dans  un  chemin  feme 
.  de  iores,  que  le.  jeune  Telemaque  prevenant  par  les^  foins 
]a  vigilance  d.es  plus  vieux  capitaines,  s  arracha  d  emie 
les  bras  du  doux  fommeil,  &  rnit  en  mouvement  tous  les 
officiers.  Son  cafque  convert  de  crins  flottans  brilloit 
deja  fur  fa  tete,  &  fa  cuiralTe  fur  fon  dos  eblouiilbit  les 
yeux  de  toute  l’armee.  L’ouvrage  de  Vulcain  avoit, 
outre  fa  beaute  naturelle,  l’eclat  de  l’Egide  qui  y  etoit 
cichee.  Il  tenoit  fa  lance  d’une  main,  de-  L  autre  il 
montroit  les  divers  poiles  qu’il  falloit  occuper,.  Mi- 
nerve  avoit  mis  dans  fes  yeux  un  feu  divin,  &  lur  fon  vi- 
fage  une  majefte  Here  qui  promettoit  deja  la  vidloire.  Il 
mqrchoit,  &  tous  les  rois,  oubliant  leur  age  &leur 
dignite,  fe  fentoient  entraines  par  une  force  fuperieure 
qui  leur  fefoit  fuivre  fes  pas.  La  foible  jaloufie  ne  peut 
plus  entrer  dans  les  coeurs.  Tout  cede  a  celui  que  Mi- 
nerve  conduit  invifibiement  par  la  main,  oon  a£lion  n  a— 
voit  plus  rien  d'impetueux  ni  de  precipite  :  il  etoit  doux, 
tranquille,  patient,  toujours  pret  a  ^couter  les^  autres, 
&  'a  profiler  de  leurs  confeils  ;  mais  afhf,  prevoyant, 
attentif  aux  befoms  les  plus  eloignes,  arrangeant  toutes 
les  chofes  a  propos,  lie  s’embarralTant  de  rien,  & 
n’embarraflant  point  les  autres  ;  excufant  les  fautes,  re- 
parant  les  mecorriptes,  prevenant  les  difficultes,  ne  de¬ 
mandant  jamais  rien  de  trop  a  perfonne,  infpirant  par- 
lout  la  liberte  &  la  eonflance.  Bonnoit-il  un  ordre  ? 
e’etoit  dans  les  termes  les  plus  fimples  &  les  plus 
clairs  y  il  le  r.epetoit  pour  nueux mftruire  celui  qui  de- 
voit  l’executer.  Il  voyoit  dans  fes  yeux  s’il  Pavoit  bien 
cornpris.  11  lui  fefoit  enfuite  fcxpliquer  familierement 
comment  il  anoit  cornpris  les  paroles,  &  le  piincipal 
but  de  fon  entreprife.  Quand  il  avoit  ainli  eprouve  le 
Bon  fens  de  celui  qu’il  envoyoit,  &  qu  il  1  avoit  fait 
entrer  dans  fes  vues,  il  ne  le  fefoit  partir  qu  apres  lui 

avoir  donne  quelque  marque  d’efcime  &  de  confiance 

pour 
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perceiving  that  the  reputation  of  the  allies  daily  en- 
creafed,  thought  himfelf  under  a  neceffity  of  performing 
fome  fignal  aftion  againft  them  ;  and  as  it  was  not  in  his 
nature  to  do  a  virtuous  one,  he  refolved  at  lead  to  en¬ 
deavour  to  obtain  fome  eminent  advantage  over  them  by 
-  arms,  and  hadened  to  engage  them. 

'  The  day  of  battle  being  come,  Aurora  in  her  rofy 
progrefs  fcarcely  began  to  open  the*gates  of  the  ead  to 
the  fun,  when  the  young.  Telemachus  out -dripping  the 
vigilance  of  the  oldeft  commanders,  broke  from  the  arms 
of  balmy  deep,  and  put  all  the  officers  in  motion.  His 
helmet,  crowned. with  waving  hair,  already  glittered  on 
his  head,  and  the  cuirafs  he  wore  dazzled  the  eyes  of  the 
whole  army.  The  work  of  Vulcan  had,  befides  its  na¬ 
tive  beauty,  the  fplendor  of  the  ^.gis  which  was  con¬ 
cealed  in  it.  He  held  a  fpear  in  one  hand*  and  pointed 
with  the  other  to  the  feveral  pods  which  it  was  neceffary 
to  fecure.  Minerva  had  filled  his  eyes  with  a  divine 
.fire,  and  his  countenance  with  a  noble  majedy,  which 
already  promifed  victory.  He  marched  ;  and  all  the 
princes,  forgetting  their  age  and  dignity,  found  them - 
•fielves  hurried  along  by  a  luperior  power ,  -  which  com¬ 
pelled  them  to  follow  his  deps.  Impotent  jealouly  could 
no  longer  find  adruiffion  to  their  hearts.  Every  thing 
yields  to  him  whom  IVlmerva  invifibly  leads  by  tn~  hand. 
His  behaviour  had  nothing  of  impetuofity  or  rafiinefs  : 
he  was  affable,  calm,  patient,  always  ready  to  hear 
others  and  to  profit  by  their  counfels  ;  but  adlive,  cau¬ 
tious,  extending  his  views  to  the  r emoted  exigencies, 
difpofmg  every  thing  in  the  bed  manner,  never  con¬ 
founding  himicli  nor  others,  excufing  errois,  rectifying 
milcarriages,  obviating  difficulties,  never  exadiing  ^too 
much  of  any  one,  and  .every  where  infpiring  freedom 
and  confidence.  If  he  gave  an  order,  it  was  in  the 
plained  and  mod  perfpicuous  terms  j  he  repeated  it,  to 
give  the  perfon  who  was  to  execute  it,  a  cleaici  idea  of 
ft  ;  he  favv  by  his  eyes  whether  he  apprehended  it  right, 
and  then  made  him  explain  in  a  ramiliar  manner,  how 
he  underdood  his  words,  and  what  was  the  principal  end 
of  his  enterprile.  V/lien  he  had  thus  founded  the  capa¬ 
city  of  the  perlon  he  employed,  and  made  him  thoroughly 

underdand  his  defigns,  he  did  not  lend  him  away  till  he 

had 
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pour  l’encourager.  Ainfi  tous  ceux  qu’il  envoyoit, 
etoient  pleins  d’ardeur  pour  lui  plaire  &  pour  reuffir  : 
mais  ils  n’etoient  point  genes  par  la  crainte  qu’il  leur 
imputeroit  le  mauvais  fucces  ;  car  il  excufoit  toutes  les 
fames  qui  ne  venoient  point  de  mauvaife  volonte. 

/  t  '  ”  ,*  #  ,* 

L’horifon  paroiffoit  rouge  Sc  enflame  par  les  premiers 
rayons  du  foleil,  Sc  la  mer  etoit  pleine  des  feux  du  jour 
naiffant.  Toute  la  cote  etoit  couverte  d’hommes,  d’ar- 
mes,  de  chevaux  &  de  chariots  en  mouvement :  c’etoit 
un  bruit  confus  femblable  a  celur  des  dots  en  courroux, 
quand  Neptune  excite  au  fond  de  fes  abimes  les  noire.s 
^.tempetes.  Ainfi  Mars  commenfoit  par  le  bruit  des  ar- 
mes.  Sc  par  l’appareil  fremiffant  de  la  guerre,  a  femer 
la  rage  dans  tous  les  cceurs.  La  campagne  etoit  pleine 
de  piques  heriffees,  femblables  aux  epis  qui  couvrent  les 
fillons  fertiles  dans  le  terns  des  moilfons.  Deja  s’elevoit 
un  nuage  de  pouffiere,  qui  deroboit  peu  a  peu  aux  yeux 
des  hommes  la  terra  Sc  le  ciel.  La  confufion,  l’horreur, 
le  carnage,  l’impitoyable  mort  s’avan^oient. 

A  peine  les  premiers  traits  etoient  jetes,  que  Tele- 
maque  levant  les  yeux  Sc  les  mains  vers  le  ciel,  pronon- 
9a  ces  paroles  :  O  Jupiter,  pere  des  Dieux  8c  des  hom¬ 
mes,  vous  voyez  de  notre  cote  la  juilice  Sc  la  paix,  que 
nous  n’avons  point  eu  honte  de  rechercher.  C’eft  a  re¬ 
gret  que  nous  combattons  ;  nous  voudrions  epargner  le 
fang  des  hommes  ;  nous  ne  ha’iffons  point  cet  ennemi 
meme,  quoiqu’il  foit  cruel,  perfide  Sc  iacrilege.  Voyez, 
Sc  decidez  entre  lui  &  nous.  S’il  faut  mourir,  nos  vies  font 
dans  vos  mains.  S’il  faut  delivrer  l’Hefperie  Sc  abattre 
le  Tyran,  ce  fera  votre  puiffance  Sc  la  fageffe  de  Minerve 
votre  file,  qui  nous  donneront  la  vidloire  ;  la  gloire  vous 
en  fera  due.  C’eft  vous  qui,  la  balance  en  main,  reglez 
]e  fort  des  combats.  Nous  combattons  pour  vous  ;  &  pu- 
ifque  vous  etes  jufte,  Adrafte  eft  plus  votre  ennemi  que  le 
notre.  Si  votre  caufeeft  vidlorieufe,  avarit  la  fin  du  jour 
le  fang  d’une  hecatombe  entiere  ruiffelera  fur  vos  autels. 

II  dit,  &  a  l’inftant  il  pouffe  fes  courfier's  fcugueux  & 
ecumans  dans  les  rangs  les  plus  preffes  des  ennemis.  Il 
recontra  d’abord  Periandre  Locrien,  couvert  de  la  peau 
d’un  lion  qu’il  avoit  tue  dans  la  Cilicie,  pendant  qu’il  y 
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had  given  him  Tome  mark  of  his  efteem  and  confidence 
by  way  of  encouragement.  Thus  all  whom  he  employed 
were  full  of  zeal  to  pleafe  him  and  to  fucceed  in  their 
commiflions,  without  being  cramped  by  any  apprehen- 
fion  of  his  imputing  their  ill  fuccefs  to  them  ;  for  he 
excufed  all  mifcarriages  which  did  not  proceed  from  the 
want  of  good  will. 

The  horizon  looked  red  and  enflamed  by  the  dawning 
rays  of  the  fun,  and  the  fea  blazed  with  the  fires  of  the 
new-born  day.  All  the  coaft  was  overfpread  with  men, 
arms,  horfes,  rolling  chariots;  and  a  confufed  uproar 
was  heard,,  like  that  of  the  angry  billows  when  Neptune 
in  the  deep  abyfs  Mrs  up  the  lowering  tempefts.  Thus 
Mars  began  by  the  din  of  arms,  and  the  horrid  equi-' 
page  of  vyar,  to  fire  every  heart  with  fury.  The  plain 
was  thick  fet  with  briflling  pikes,  like  ears  of  corn  which 
hide  the  fertile  furrows  in  the  times  ofiharveft.  Already 
had  a  cloud  of  riling  dull  gradually  ftqln  the  heavens  and 
the  earth  from  the  eyes  of  men,  and  confufion,  horror, 
daughter,  ruthlefs  death  advanced. 

The  arrows  hardly  began  to  fly,  when  Telemachus 
lifting  up  his  hands, and  eyes  to  heaven,  uttered  thefe 
words:  O  Jupiter,  father  of  Gods  and  men,  thou  feed 
the  juftice  of  our  caufe,  and  that  we  have  not  been 
afhamed  to  fue  for  peace.  We  engage  with  reluctance; 
we  would  fparq.  the  blood  of  man,  and  do  not  hate  even 
this  cruel,  this  perfidious,  this  facrilegious  foe.  Behold 
thou  and  determine  between  him  and  us.  If  we  mud 
die,  our  lives  are  in  thy  hands;  ifHefperia  is  to  be  de¬ 
livered,  and  the  tyrant  overthrown,  it  will  be  thy  power 
and  the  wifdom  of  thy  daughter  Minerva  which  will  give 
us  the  victory  ;  the  glory  of  it  will  be  due  to  thee. 
Thou  holded  the  balance,  and  decided  the  fate  of  bat¬ 
tles.  For  thee  we  fight;  and  as  thou  art  righteous,  A- 
dradus  is  more  thy  enemy  than  ours.  If  thy  caufe  is  vic¬ 
torious,  before  the  clofe  of  the  day,  the  blood  of  a  whole 
hecatomb  fhali  dream  on  thy  altars.' 

He  faid,  and  indantly  drives  his  fiery  foaming  courfers 
into  the  thicked  ranks  of  the  enemy.  The  fird  he  met 
was  Periander  the  Locrian,  clad  in  the  fkin  of  a  lion 
which  he  had  killed  in  his  travels  in  Cilicia.  He  was 
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avoit  voyage.  II  etoit  arme  comme  Hercule  d’une  maf¬ 
fue  enorme  5  fa  force  &  fa  taille  le  rendoifent  femblabie 
aux  geants.  Des  qu’il  vit  Telemaque,  il  meprifa  fa 
jeunefle,  &  la  beaute  de  lbn  vifage.  C’ed  bien  a  toi, 
dit-il,  jeune  effemine,  a  nous  difputer  la  gloire  des  com¬ 
bats  !  Va,  enfant,  va  parmi  les  ombres  chercher  ton 
pere.  En  difarit  ces  paroles,  il  leva  fa  maffue  noueufe, 
pefante,  armee  de  pointed*  de  fee  ;  elle  paroit  comme  un 
mat  de  navire  ;  chacun  craint  le  coup  de  fa  .chute  ;  elle 
menace  la  tete  du  fils  d’Ulyffe.  Mais  il  fe  detourne  du 
coup,  &  fe  lance  fur  Periandre  avec  la  rapidite.  d’un 
aigle  qui  fend  les  airs.  La  maffue  en  .tombant  hrife  la 
roue  d’un  char  aupres  de  celui  de  Telemaque.  Cepen- 
„  dant  le  jeune  Grec  perce  d’un  trait  Periandre  a  la 
gorge  ;  le  fang,  qui  cotfle  a  gros  bouillons  de  fa  large 
plaie,  etouffe  fa  voix  ;  fes  chevaux  fougueux  ne  fentant 
plus  fa  main  defaill ante,  &  les  renes  fiottant-  fur  leur 
cou,  1 ’em  portent  9a  &  la  ;  il  tombe  de  deffus  fon  char, 
les  yeux  fermes  ala  lumiere,  &  la  pale'mort.  estant  deja 
peinte  fur  fon  vifage  dengure.  Telemaque  eut  pitie  de 
lui,  il  donna  aulTitot  fon  corps  a  fes  domeiliques,.  & 
garda  comme  une  marque  de  fa  vidloire  la  peau  du  lion 

avec  fa  maffue.  * 

Enfuite  il  cherche  Adrade  dans  la  melee  ;  mais  en  le 
cherchant  il  precipite  dans  les  enfers  une  foule  de  com- 
battans  :  Hilee,  qui  avoit  attele  a  fon  char  deux  cour¬ 
iers  femblables  a  ceux  de  Soleih  Sc  nourris  dans  les 
vades  prairies',  qu’arrofe  1’Aufide  :  Demoleon,-  qui  dans 
la  Sidle  avoit  autrefois  prefque  egale  Erix  dans  les 
combats  du  cede  :  Grantor,  qui  avoit  ete  hote  &  ami 
dTIercule,  lorfque  ce  fils  de  Jupiter,  paffant  ^par  PHef- 
perie,  y  ota  la  vie  a  Pinfhme  Cacus  :  Menecrate,  qui 
reffembloit,  difoit-on,  a  Pollux  dans  la  lutte  :  Hippo- 
coon  Salapien,  qui  imitoit  Padreffe  Sc  la  bonne  grace  de 
Caflor  pour  mener  un  cheval :  Le  fameux  chaffeur  EnrH 
mede,  toujours  teint  du  fang  -  des  ours  &  des  fangliers 
qu’il  tuoit  dans  les  fommets  couverts  de  nciges  du  froid 
Apennin,  &  qui  avoit*  ete,  difoit-on,  fi  cher  a  Diane, 
qu’eile  lui  avoit  appris  elle-meme  a  tirer  des  fleches  : 
Nicodrate,  vainqueur  d’un  geant  qui  vomifloit  le  feu  dans 
les  rochers  du  mont  Gargan:  Eleante,  quidevoit  epoufer 
la  jeune  Pholoe,  fille  du  deuve  Liris.  Elie  avoit  ete 
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armed  like  Hercules  with  an  enormous  club,  and  refem- 
bled  the  giants  in  ftrength  and  ftature.  As  Toon  as  he 
law  Telemachus,  he  defpifed  his  youth  and  beautiful 
countenance.  It  well  befits  thee,  faid  he,  effeminate 
boy,  to  difpute  the  glory  of  combat  with  us  !  Go  child, 
go  to  hell,  and  feek  thy  father.  As  he  fpoke  thefe 
words,  he  railed  his  knotty,  ponderous  and  iron-fpiky 
club,  which  looks  like  the  mall  of  a  ftiip,  which  makes 
every  one  apprehenfive  of  its  fall,  and  threatens  the  head 
of  the  foil  of  Ulyfles.  But  he  eludes  the  blow,  and 
rufh.es  upon  Periander  as  rapidly  as  an  eagle  cleaves  the 
air.  The  defcending  club  daihes  in  pieces  the  wheel  of 
a  chariot  which  was  near  that  of  Telemachus.  Mean 
while  the  young  Greek  wounds  Periander  in  the  throat 
with  a  dart ;  the  bubbling  blood  fpouts  from  the  gaping 
wound,  and  {tops  his  voice ;  his  fiery  deeds  no  longer 
feeling  his  fainting  hand,  and  the  reins  flowing  on  their 
necks,  carry  him  here  and  there ;  he  falls  from  his  cha¬ 
riot  ;  his  eyes  are  clofed  again  ft  the  light,  a$d  pallid 
death  is  already  ftamped  on  his  ghaftly  vifage;  Tele¬ 
machus  pitied  him,  and  immediately  gave  his 'body  to 
his  domefticks ;  keeping  the  club  and  lion’s  {kin  as  a 
token  of  his  viftory. 

He  then  feeks  Adraftus  in  the  throng,  and  in  feeking 
him  fends  a  croud  of  warriors  to  hell :  Hileus,  whole  car 
was  drawn  by  a  pair  of  deeds  which  refembled  thoie  of 
the  Sun,  and  were  bred  in  the  fpacious  meadows  which 
the  Aufidus  waters  :  Demoleon,  who  in  Sicily  did  here¬ 
tofore  almoft  equal  Eryx  in  the  combat  of  the  aeftus  : 
Grantor,  who  was 'the  hoft  and  friend  of  Hercules,  when 
thatfon  o :  Jupiter,  in  his  way  through  Hefperia,  deprived 
the  infamous  Cacus  of  his  life-  i  Menectates,  who  was 
faid  to  rei'emble  Pollux  in  wreftling :  Hypocoon  the  Sa- 
lapian,  who  imitated  Caftor’s  addrefs  and  graceful  man¬ 
ner  in  the  management  of  a  fteed  :  Eurymenides  the* 
famous  hunter,  who  was  always  befmeajed  with  the 
blood  of  bears  and  wild  boars,  which  he  killed  on  the 
fnowy  tops  of  the  cold  Apennine,  and  who  was  faid  to 
be  fo  dear  to  Diana  that  (he  herfelf  taught  him  the  art 
of  {hooting  with  arrows:  JNicoftratus,  the  vanquiftier  of 
the  giant,  who  ufed  to  vomit  fire  on  the  rocks  of  mount 
Garganus ;  Eleanthus,  who  was  to  marry  young  Pholoe, 
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promire  par  Ton  pere  a  celui  qui  la  delivreroit  d’un  fer- 
pent  aile,  qui  etoit  ne  fur  le  bord  du  fleuve,  &  qui  de- 
voit  la  devorer  dans  peu  de  jours,  fuivant  la  prediction 
d’un  oracle.  Ce  jeune  homme  par  un  exces  d’amour  fe 
devoua  pour  tuer  le  monftre;  il  reufiit,  mais  il  ne  put 
gouter  le  fruit  de  fa  viCtoire ;  &  pendant  que  Pholoe,  fe 
preparant  a  un  doux  hymenee,  attendoit  impatiemment 
Eleante,  elle  apprit  qu’il  avoit  fuivi  Adrafte  dans  les 
combats,  &  que  la  Parque  avoit  tranche  cruellement  fes 
jours.  Elle  remplit  de  fes  gemiflemens  les  bois  &  les 
montagnes,  qui  font  aupres  du  fleuve  ;  elle  noya  fes 
yeux  de  larmes,  arracha  fes  beaux  cheveux;  elle  oublia 
les  guirlandes  de  fieurs  qu’elle  avoit  accoutume  de 
cueillir,  &  accufa  le  del  cPinjultice.  Comme  elle  ne 
cefibit  de  pleurer  nuit  &  jour,  les  Dieux  touches  de  fes 
regrets,  &  par  les  prieres  du  fleuve,  mirent  fin  a  fa  dou- 
leur.  A  force  de  verfer  des  larmes,  elle  fut  tout-a-coup 
changee  en  fontaine,  qui  couiant  dans  le  fein  du  fleuve, 
va  joindre  fes  eaux  a  celles  du  Dieu  fon  pere.  Mais 
l’eau  de  cette  fontaine  eft  encore  amere  ;  l’herbe  du  ri- 
vage  ne  fleurit  jamais.  Sc  on  ne  trouve  d’autre  ombrage 
que  celui  des  cypres  fur  ces  trifles  bords. 

• 

Cependant  Adrafte,  qui  apprit  que  Telemaque  re- 
pandoit  de  tous  cotes  la  terreur,  le  cherchoit  avec  em- 
preftement  ;  il  efperoit  de  vaincre  facilement  le  fils 
d’Ulyfife  dans  un  age  encore  fi.tendre.  Sc  il  menoit  au- 
tour  de  lui  trente  Dauniens  d’une  force,  d’uim  adrefte. 
Sc  d’une  audace  extraordinaire,  aufquels  il  avoit  promts 
de  grandes  recompenfes,  s  ils  pouvoient  dans  le  combat 
faire  perir  Telemaque,  de  quelque  maniere  que  ce  put 
etre.  S’il  l’eut  rencontre  dans  ce  moment  du  combat, 
fans  doute  ces  trente  hommes  environnant  le  char  de 
Telemaque,  pendant  qu’ Adrafte  Pauroit  attaque  de  front, 
n’auroient  eu  aucune  peine  de  le  tuer;  mais  Minerve  les 
Jit  egarer.  '  ' 

Adrafte  crut  voir  Sc  entendre  Telemaque  dans  un  en- 
droit  de  la  plaine,  enfonce  au  pied  d’une  colline,  ou  il 
y  avoit  une  foule  de  combattans ;  il  court,  il  vole,  il 
veut  1'e  raftafier  de  fang :  mais  au  lieu  de  Telemaque,  il 
trouve  le  vieux  Neftor,  qui  d’une  main  tremblante  jetoit 
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daughter  of  the  river  Liris.  She  had  been  promifed  by 
her  father  to  him  that  (hould  deliver  her  from  a  winged 
ferpent,  which  was  engendered  on  the  banks  of  the  river, 
and  was  to  devour  her  in  a  few  days,  according  to  the 
prediction  of  an  oracle.  This  youth,  through  an  excefs 
of  love,  made  a  .vow  to  kill  the  monfter  or  to  perifh  in 
the  attempt  ;  he  fuqceecled,  but  did  not  tade  the  fruits  of 
his  victory.  For  while  Pholoe  was  preparing  for  her 
happy  nuptials,  and  impatiently  expeCted  Eleanthus,  (he 
heard  that  he  had  followed  Adradus  to  the  war,  and  that 
the  Fatal  (liters  had  cruelly  cut  the  thread  of  his  life. 
She  filled  the  woods  and  the  mountains  near  the  river 
with  her  wailingsj  her  eyes  fwam  in  tears;  (he  tore  off 
her  lovely  treffes ;  (he  negleCted  the  flowery  garlands  (he 
ufed  to  gather,  and  taxed  the  heavens  with  injudice.  As 
(he  wept  inceflantly  both  night  and  day,  the  Gods  moved 
by  her  forrows,  and  by  the  prayers  of  the  river,  put  an 
end  to  her  grief:  For  (lie  poured  forth  fuch  floods  of 
tears,  that  (he  was  luddenly  changed  into  a  fountain, 
which  gliding  into  the  bofom  of  the  river,  mingles  her 
dream  with  that  of  the  God  her  father.  But  the  water 
of  this  fountain  is  dill  bitter;  nor  fprings  the  grafs  on  its 
banks ;  nor.is  there  any  (hade  but  that  of  the  cyprefs  on 
its  melancholy  borders-. 

Adradus  in  the  mean  time  hearing  that  Telemachus 
fpread  terror  all  around  him,  fought  him  with  great 
eagernefs ;  he  expeCled  tha$  he  fhould  eafily  conquer  fo 
young  an  adverfary,  being  furrounded  by  thirty  Dauni- 
ans  of  extraordinary  drength,  dexterity  and  courage,  to 
whom  he  had  promifed  great  rewards,  if  they  could  by 
any  means  whatever  dedroy  Telemachus  in  the  battle. 
Had  they  then  met  him,  thefe  thirty  men,  by  environing 
Telemachus  chariot,  while  Adradus  attacked  him  in  the 
front,  would  undoubtedly  have  (lain  him  without  any 
difficulty,  but  Minerva  milled  them. 

Adradus  thought  that  he  favy-  and  heard  Telemachus 
in  a  valley  at  the  foot  of  a  hill,  where  there  was  a  croud 
pf  combatants ;  he  runs,  he  flies,  he  longs  to  (ate  himfelF 
with  blood  ;  but  indead  of  Telemachus  he  finds  the  aged 
Neff  or,  who  with  a  trembling  hand  was  throwing  dome 
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au  hazard  quelques  traits  inutiles.  Adrade  dans  fa  fu- 
reur  veut  le  percer,  mais  une  troupe  de  Fyliens  fe  jeta 
autour  de  Neftor. 

Al'ors  une  nuee  de  traits  obfcurcit  Fair  &  couvnt  tous 
les  combattans ;  on  n’entendoit  que  les  cris  plaintils  des 
moura.ns  Sc  le  bruit  desarmes  de  ceux  qui  tomboient  dans  , 
la  melee ;  la  terre  gemifioit  fous  un  monceuu  dc  corps 
morts ;  des  ruiffeaux.  de  fang  couloient  de  toutes  pa^ts. 
Bellone  Sc  Mars  avec  les  Furies  infernales,  vetues  de 
robes  toutes  degoutantes  de  iang,  repaifibient  leurs  yeux 
cruels  de  ce  fpedtacle.  Sc  renouveloient  Ians  cede  la  lage 
dans  les  coeurs.  Ces  Divinites  ennejnies  des  hommes 
jrepouiToient  loin  des  deux  partis  la.  pitie  genereufe,  la 
valeur  moderee,  la  douce  humanite.  Le  n  etoit  plus 
dans  cet  amas  confus  d’hommes  acharnes  les  uns  fur  les 
autres,  que  mafiacre,  vengeance,  defefpoir  Sc  ruieur  bru- 
tale.  La  fage  &  invincible  Pallas  elie-meme  1  ayant  vu3 
fremit,  &  recula  d'iiorreur. 

Cependant  Philodtete  marchant  a  pas  lents,  &  tenant 
dans  fa  main  les  fleches  d’Hercule,  s’avar^oit  au  fecours 
de  Nedor.  Adrade  n’ayant  pu  atteindre  le  divm  vieil- 
lard,  avoit  lance  fes  traits  fur  pi ufieursPy liens,  auxquels- 
il  avoit  fait  mordre  la  pouffiere.  Deja  il  avoit  abattu 
Eufilas  fi  leger  a  la  courfe,  qu’a  peine  il  imprimoit  la 
trace  de  fes  pas  dans  le  fable,  Sc  qui  devan£oit  dans  fon. 
pays  les  plus  rapides  dots  l’Eurotas  Sc  de  FAlphee.  A 
Fes  pieds  etoient  tombes  Entiphron  plus  beau  qu  Hylas, 

Sc  auffi  ardent  chadeur  qu’Hippolyte  ;  Pterelas,  qui  avoit 
fuivi  Nedor  au  fiege  de  Troye,  Sc  qu’Achille  meme  avoit 
dime  a  caufe  de  fon  courage  Sc  de  la  force ;  Aridogiton, 
qui  s’etant  baigne  dans  les  ondes  du  fleuve  Achelous, 
avoit  re$u  fecretement  de  ce  Dieu.lavertu  de  prendre 
toutes  fortes  de  formes:  En  eftet,  il  etoit  fi  fouple  Sc  u 
prompt  dans  tous  fes  mouvemens,  qu'il  echappoit  aux 
mains  les  plus  fortes.  Mais  Adrade  d’un  coup  de  lance  / 
le  rendit  immobile.  Sc  fon  ame  s’enfuit  d  abord  avec 


fon  fang.  .  . 

Nedor,  qui  voyoit  tomber  fes  plus  vaillans  capitames 

fous  la  main  du  cruel  Adrade,  comme  les  epis  dores  pen¬ 
dant  la  moid’on  tombent  fous  la  faux  tranchante  d  un  m- 
fatigable  moilfonneur,  oublioit  le  danger  ou  il  expoloit 

inutilement  fa  vieillefie.  Sa  fage  fib  1  avoit  auitte,  i  ne 

iongeoit 
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random  unavailing  darts.  Adradus  in  his  rage  attempts 
to  kill  him,  but  a  band  of  Pyfians  poured  around  their 
king. 

Hereupon  a  cloud  of  arrows  darkened  the  air  ,  and  hid 
all  the  combatants;  nothing  was  heard  but  the  doleful 
cries  of  the  dying,  and  the  clattering  of  the  arms  of  thofe 
who  fell  in  the  conflict;  the  earth  groaned  beneath  an 
heap  of  dead,  and  rivers  of  blood  dreamed  every  where. 
Bellona.and  Mars,  with  the  infernal  Furies,  clad  in 
robes  all  dropping  with  gore,  feaded  their  cruel  eyes  on 
•the  fight,  and  inceffantly  renewed  the  rage  of  every 
heart.  Thefe  Deities,  the  deadly  foes  of  mankind, 
cnaied  far  away  from  both  parties  generous  companion, 
fedate  valour,  and  foft  humanity ;  there  was  nothing  in 
this  confufed  and  enraged  throng?  but  daughter,  re¬ 
venge,  defpair  and  brutal  fury.  The  fage  and  invin¬ 
cible  Pallas  herfelf  fhivered,  and  darted  back  with  hor¬ 
ror  at  the  fight. 

Mean  time  Philofletes  marching  dowly,  and  holding 
the  arrows  of  Hercules  in  his  hands,  advanced  to  Nedor’ s 
afiidance.  Adradus  not  being  able  to  reach  the  divine 
fenior,  had. hurled  his  darts  at  leveral  Pylians,  and  made 
them  bite  the  ground.  He  had  already  dain  Eufilas,  fo 
fvvift  of  foot  that  he  hardly  imprinted  his  footdeps  in  the 
fand,  and  who  in  his  own  countryout-run  the  mod  rapid 
currents  of  the  Eurotas  and  Alpheus.  At  his  feet  were 
fallen  Entiphron,  more  lovely  than  Hy las,  and  as  keen 
a  hunter  as  Hippolytus;  Pterelas,  who  accompanied 
Nedor  to  the  fiege  of  Troy,  and  was  dear  to  Achilles 
himfelf  for  his  drength  and  courage  ;  Aridogiton,  who 
bathing  in  the  waves  of  the  river"  Acheloiis,°  is  laid  to 
have  privately  received  of  that  God  the  power  of  adum- 
ing  all  kinds  of  forms :  And  indeed'  he  was  fo  pliant 
and  nimble  in  all  his  motions,  that  he  dipt  out  of  the 
dronged  hands.  But  Adradus  with  a  thrud  of  his  fpear 
rendered  him  motionlefs,  and  his  foul  immediately  took 
its  flight  with  his  blood. 

Nedor  feeing  his  mod  valiant  captains  fall  beneath 
the  hands  of  the  cruel  Adradus,  like  the  golden  ears  in 
harmed  beneath  the  keen  fickle  of  the  indefatio-able 
reaper,  forgot  the  danger  to  which  he  vainly  expofed  his 
age.  His  wifdom  forfook  him,  and  he  thought  only  of 

purfuing 
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fonceoit  plus  qu’a  fuivre  des  yeux  Pififtrate  fon  fils,  qui 
de  fon  cote  foutenoit  avec  ardeur  le  combat  pour  eloiSn 
le  peril  de  fon  pere :  mais  le  moment  fatal  etoit  '  enu> 
pififtrate.  devoit  faire  fentir  a  Neftor,  cofflbien  on  eft  fou- 

vent  malheureux  d’avoir  trop  vecu.  » 

Pififtrate  porta  un  coup  de  lance  ft  violent  cwjtre  A- 
drafte  que  le  Daunien  devoit  fuceomber :  mais  ll  1  evita , 

&  pendant  que  Pififtrate>  ebranle  du  faux  coup  qu  ll 
avok  donned  ramenoit  fa  lance,  Adrafte  le  per5a  d  un 
rjvelot  au  milieu  du  ventre.  Ses  entrailles  commence¬ 
ment  a  fortir  avec  un  ruiffeau  de  fang;  fon  te-int  fe  fle  nt 

comme  une  fleur  que  la  main  d’u"e..n>'“^e  & 

dans  les  pres.  Ses  yeux  etoient  deja  prelque  etemts,  K 
fa  voix  Sefaillante.  Alcee  fon  gouyerneur,  qui 
aupres  de  lui,  le  foutint  comme  ll  alloit  tomber,  &  n 
le  ?ems  que  de  le  mener  entre  les  bras  de  fon  pere  La 
ll  vculnt%arler  &  donner  les  demises  marques  de  fa 
tendrefie*  mais  en  ouvrant  la  bouche  ll  expira.  ; 

Pendant  que  Philoftete  repandoit  au'our  de  lui  le  car- 
nane  &  l’horreur  pour  repoufler  les  efforts  d  Adral  , 
Nete  tenoit  ferre  entre  fes  bras  le  corps  de  fon  fils:  il 
rempliffoit  l’air  de  fes  cris,  &  ne  pouvoit  fouflnr  la  lu- 
miere  Malheureux,  difoit-il >  d  avoir  ete  Per, » 
voir  vecu  fi  long-terns!  Helasl  cruelles  P«ftln£es> 
nnoi  n  avez-  vous  pas  fini  ma  vie,  on  fi  la  chaffe  du  fan- 

Slier  de  Calydon,  ou  au  voyage  de  Colchos’  °u  a“ 

fiep-e  de  Troye  ?  Je  ferois  mort  avec  glome  be  Ians 

fmertume  Maintenait  jetraine  une  yieil  effe  doirfou- 
reufe  meprifee  &  impuiflante;  je  ne  vis  plus  que ;  po  [ 
les  ma”x  je  n’ai  plus  de  fentiment  que  pour  la  tnftefle. 
O  mon  fds  !  6  mon  cher  fils  Pififtrate  1  quand  je  perd.s 
ton  frere  Antiloque,  je  t’avois  pour  me  confoler;  je  ne 
Ai  plus,  rlen  ne  me  confolera;  tout  eft  fim  pour  mol. 

L’elperance,  feul  adouciffement  des  pemes  des  hommes, 

n’eft  dIus  un  bien  quime  regarde.  Antiloque .  Piiiitrate  . 
6  chers  enfans!  je  crois  que  e’eft  aujourd’hui  que  je  vous 
Serds  tons  de»x,  la  Jn  de  Pun  rouvre  la  plate  que 

l’autre  avoit  faite  au  fond  de  mon  cceur,  Je:  ne  vous 
verrai  plus.  Qui  fermera  mes  yeux  ?  Qui  recueillera  mes 
cendreh  O  cter  Pififtrate!  tu  es  mort  comme  ton  frere 
fn  Homme  de  courage;  il  »’y  a  que  mot  qui  ne  puis 

meurir. 


V  n 
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purfuing  with  his  eyes  his  fon  Eififtratus,  who  on  his 
part  ardently  maintained  the  fight,  to  drive  the  danger 
from  his  father ;  but  the  fatal  moment  was  come,  when 
J  dmratus  was  to  convince  Neftof,  how  wretched  men 
often  are  by  living  too  long.  >  i 
Pififtratus  pulhed  To  violently  at  Adrailus  with  his  fpear, 
that  the  Dauman  would  have  fallen,  had  he  not  avoided 
it :  but  while  Pififtratus,  ftaggered  with  the  falfe  thruft 
he  had  made,  was  recovering  his  fpear,  Adrailus  run  his 
javelin  into  the  midft  of  his  belly.  His  bowels  came  out 
with  a  torrent  of  blood  ;  his  colour  faded  like  a  flower 
cropt  by  the  hand  of  a  nymph  in  the  meadows :  his  eves 
were  almoft  extinguiflied,  and  his  voice  began  to  fail 
him.  -Alceus  his  governor,  who  was  near  him,  caught 
him  as  he  was  ready  to  fall,  and  had  only,  time  to  con¬ 
vey  him  into  his  father’s  arms,  where  he  endeavoured  to 
fpeak  and  give  the  laft  marks  of  his  fondnefs ;  but  as  he 
opened  his  mouth,  he  expired. 

While  Philodetes  was  fpreading  daughter  and  horror 

aif°r n  j  1°  the.  eff°rts  of  Adrailus,  Nellor 

clafped  the  body  of  his  fon  in  his  arms,  rending  the  hea- 

vens  with  his  cries,.  and  unable  to  bear  the  light. 
Wretch  that  I  am,  faid  he,  in  being  a  father  and  living 
fo  long  !  Ah!  why,  ye  cruel  Fates  !  why  did  ye  not  cut 
the  thread  of  my  life  when  I  chafed  the  Calydonian  boar,  or 
m  my  expedition  to  Colchos,  or  at  the  firll  fiege  of  Troy  ? 
i  mould  not  then  have  died  inglorious,  nor  with  anguilh. 

I  now  drag  a  painful,  defpicable  impotent  old  age  ?  I 
iive  but  to  fuffer  ;  I  have  no  fenfe  but  of  forrow.  O  my 
ion  !  my  dear  fon  Pifidratus  !  When  I  loll  thy  bfofher 
Antilochus,  i  had  thee  to  comfort  me  ;  I  have  thee  no 
more  ;  nothing  will  comfort  me  now ;  all  is  over  as  to 
me.  Hope,  the  only  fweetner  of  human  woes,  is  a 
blelfing  which  concerns  me  not.  Antilochus  !  Pififlra- . 
tus  .  O  my  dear  children,  I  loll  you  both  methinks  to- 

u  ’  tJie  one  opens  again  the  wound  which 

the  other  had  made  in  my  heart.  Never  lhall  I  behold 
thee  more.  Who  lhall  clofe  my  eyes  ?  Who  colled  my 

adies i* 5  ?-y  d,Mar  Piflftratus  !  thou  as  well  as  thy  bro¬ 
ker  didll  die  like  a  man  of  courage  ;•  X  alone  cannot 

.  '  This 
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En  difant  ces  paroles  il  voulut  fe  percer  lui-mlmed’un 
dard  qu’ii  tenoit  :  mais  on  arreta  fa  main.  On  luy  ar- 
racha  le  corps  de.fon  fils  ;  &  comme  cet  mfortune  vieil- 
lajd  tomboit  en  defaillance,  .on  le  porta  dans  fa  tente, 
ou  ayant  un  peu  repris  fes  forces  il  voulut  retourner  au 

CQmbat,  mais  on  le  retint  malgre  lui* 

...  '  % 

Cependant  Adrafie  Sc Philoftete  fe  cherchoient ;  leurs 
yeux  etoient  etincelans  comme  ceux  d’un  lion  Sc  d’jm 
leopard,  qui  cherckent  a  fe  dechirer  l’un  l’autre  dans  les 
campagnes  qu’arrofe  le  Cayftre.  Les  menaces,  la  fu- 
reur  guerriere,  Sc  la  cruelle  vengeance  eclatent  dans 
leurs  yeux  farouches.  Ils  portent  une  mort  certaine- par- 
tout  ou  ils  Lucent  leurs  traits.  Tons  les  combattans  les 
retardent  avec  effroi.  Deja  ils  fe  voyent  Fuji  l’autre, 
&&Philo&ete  tient  en  main  une  de  ces  fieches  tembles, 
qui  n’ont  jamais  manque  leur  coup  dans  fes  mains.  Sc 
dont  les  blefiures  font  irremediables.  Mais  Mars  qui  f 
favorifoit  le  cruel  Sc  intrepide  Adrafte,  ne  put  fouffrir 
qu’ii  pent  fi-tot ;  il  vouloit  par  lui  prolonger  leshor- 
reurs  de  la  guerre.  Sc  multiplier  le  carnage.  Adraite 
etoit  encore  du  a  la  jullice  des  Dieux,  pour  pumr  les 

hommes  Sc  pour  verfer  leur  lang. 

Dans  le  moment  ou  Philo&ete  veut  l’attaquer,  il  eft 
bleffe  lui-meme  par  un  coup  de  lance  que  lui  donne 
Amnhimaque  jeune  Lucanien,  plus^beau  que  le  fameux 
Niree,  dont  la  beaute  ne  cedoit  qu’a  cebe  d  AclnLe  par- 
mi  tous  les  Grecs  qui  combattirent  au  liege  de  I  roie. 
A  peine  Philo&ete  eut  re5U  le  coup,  qu’ii  tira  Ia  flec|ie 
centre  Amphimaque,  elle  lui  pe^a  le  cceur.  Auliitot 
fes  beaux  yeux  noirs  sLteignirent,  &  furent  couverts  des 
tenebres  de  la  mort.  Sa  bouche  plus  vermeille  que  les 
rofes,  dont  l’Aurore  naifiante  feme  l’horiion,  le  fletrit; 
une  paleur  affreufe  ternit  fes  joues  :  ce  vifage  fi  tendre. 
Sc  fi  delicat  tout-a-coup  Je  defigura.  Philo&ete  lui- 
meme  en  eut  pitie.  Tous  les  combattans  gemirent  en 
voyant  ce  jeune  homme  tomber  dans  fon  lang,  ou  il  le 
rouioit.  Sc  fes  cheveux  aufli  beaux  que  ceux  d  Apollon 
traines  dans  la  poufiiere. 

Philo&ete  ayant  vaincu  Amphimaque  fut  contramt  de 
fe  retirer  du  combat;  il  perdoit  fon  fang  Sc  fes  forces. 
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This  faid  h' attempted  to  kill  himfelf  with,  a  dart 

had,  fnfhls  bapd  5  hut  he  was  with-held.  And 

nv  nWdy  °f  2*?/°"  bclp'g  wreiled  from  him,  the  unhap- 
py  oidma”  fell  into  a  fwoon,  and  was  earned  to  hi 

11  f,There  havinS  a  little  recovered  his  ftrength  he 
would  have  returned  to  the  battle,  had  he  not  bfn  de- 
tamed  by  force.  e 

Mean  time  Adraftus  and  Philoftetes  were  in  quell  of 
each  other.  Their  eyes  fparkled,  like  thole  of  a  lie, 
and  a  leopard  Hr, vmg  to  tear  each  other  in  pieces  i 
the  fields  which  the  Cayfter  waters.  Menaces!  the  r  J! 
of  war,  and  bloody  revenge  appeared  in  their  favafe 
looks.  They  carry  certain  death  wherever  they  hurl  their 
darts,  and  all  the  combatants  behold  them  with  te  roT 
They  are  now  within  fight  of  each  other,  and  Philode^,' 
takes  one .of  thofe  dreadful  arrows,  which  in  his  hands 
never  null  their  aim,  and  who fe  wounds  were  incuraWe  - 
but  Mars,  who  favoured  the  cruel  and  intrepid  AdrafiuV 
would  not  fuffer  him  to  perifh  fo  Poor,  being  defirous  of 
making  him  his  mflrument  of  prolonging  the  horrors  of 
war,  and  of  heightening  the  carnage.  The  Gods  as  yet 
forbore  to  make  Adraftus  an  example  of  their  iullice  !v 
order  to  chaitife  mankind  and  to  ihed  their  blood. 

, •  Thf  I?oment  Philofletes  defigns  to  attack  him  he 
h.mfe,f  is  wounded  by  the  fpear  of  Amphimacus  a 
young  Lucaman  who  was  more  lovely  than  the  fa! 
mous  Nireus,  whofe  beauty  was  on]y  inferior  '  r 

Achilles  of  all  the  Greek!  that  fought  at°!he  fie  "  ol 

Harrow  rn  lmoh'35  hard^°und5d-  when  he  timed 

hear!  Hi  f  fr"5  wh,ch  PIer«d  him  Co  the 

",  His  fine  black  eyes  immediately  loll  their  luftre 

and  were  overfpread.  with  the  (hades  of  death.  The 

roles  o.  Ins  lips,  more  ruddy  than  thofe  with  which  the 
rilino-  Aurora  _  r  i  ,  .  UCil  inc 


rifing  Aurora  ftcews  the  hori^nf^d  aghaftlypaS 

*5,  bb  deHcate  f/Jt 


inftantly  deformed.  Philoaetes 

fnty,  and  all  the  combatants  made  loud  laments,  reeinc 
the  youth  weltering  in  his  blood,  and  his  locks,  as  lovelJ 

asthoie  of  Apollo,  trailing  in  the  dull.  •  * 

Philoftetes  having  (lain  Amphimachus,  was  obliged 
to  retire  from  the  battle,  having  loft  a  £r«t  dLffi 

L  blood 


.  . 
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•  .  w  effure  meme  dans  l’effort  du  combat  fem- 

Son  ancienne  bleu  »  .  nmouveicr  les  douleurs ;  cat 

bloit  Prete,fEl^pe  avec  leur  fcience  divine,  a’avownt 
les  entans  d  Efcul  p  >  ^  a  tomberifur  un 

monceau  de  corps  *a,ng  ,,  s  adroit •  de  tousles  Oebaliens, 
ma,S;  k  fonder  i'etilie,  l’enleve 

on  tl  avoit  menes  _  K*  Adrate  l’auroit  fans  peine 
du  combat  dans  Adrafte  ne  trouve  plus  rien  qui  ole 

abattu  a  fes  pieas.  viftoire  Tout  tombe,  tout 

lui  refifter,  iu  retarder  •  furmonte  ies  bords, 

»’-¥y  mwflbns,  les  trou- 

lefbe^s  £  les  villages. 

Telemaque  entendit  de  Ad^ 

A  vit  le  defordre  ““^"T^rlent  les  vaf-  • 
■comme  une  tronp  <*  ^  montagnes,  &  les  fieuves 

tes  campagnes,  1  j  ils  font  pourfuivis  par 

memes  les  indignation  paroit 

des  chaffeurs-  T  “1  o  oi  d  avoit  combattu 

dans  fes  yeux,  &  ll  qu>  ‘  &  de  loire.  H  court 

long  terns  avec  tan  g ■  couvert  du  fang 

pour  fcutenir  les  "  aendus  fur  la  pouf- 

2::  TtlSfil  pouffe  unqcri  qui  fe  fait  entendre  aux 

deMine”veeS;voit  JamaU 

voix,  dont  ^sT“0n“®“Sfait  entendre  plus  fortement  fa 
Mars  dans  la  Thr  c  .  les  Furies  infernales,  la 

cruelle  yoix,  quand  ll  appek  porte  ie  COu- 

guerre  &  la  mort.  ,  -  r  $  ^  glace  d’epou- 

'  rage  &  1’audaee  dans  le  a  hontf  de  fe  fentir 

Tarue  les  ennemis.  -  funeftes  prefages  le  font 

trouble.  Je  ne  qu’une 

fremir,  &  ce  qui  i™ ‘  “  P1  genoux  tremblans  com- 

valeur  tranquille.  Irois  ro  *  fois  il  recula  fans 

mencereat  a  ledger ^defaillauce  * 
longer  a  ce  qu i  il  *  . v  ^anstous  fes  membres  i. 

une  fueur  froide  le  r«P*"  pouvoit  achever  aucune 

fa  voix  enrouee  &  hcfitan  P  br£  &  etinctUmt 

sarnie  :  fes  yeux  pleins  d’un  .eu  lom  •miffoient 


\ 
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blood  and  hi^ftrength.  Befides,  his  old  wound  in  the 
^at  of  the  adhon  deemed  ready  to  bleed  afreih  and  to 

vinelill  had"8  5  fh  *he  u,”S  °f  ^kphb  by  their  di- 
vine  /kill  had  not  been  able  to  cure  him ’entirely.' 

he  is  rt&dy  to.  fall  on  an  heap  erf  bloody  bodies  which  fur* 

SerhoT;ilblA^mUS<  ?e  ^old  and  exS 
him  f  e  ?  ,!h  ^bbaUans,  whom  hohad  brought  w'ith 
him  to  found  Petelia.  forces  him  from  the  fight  the  md 

Adraftus  7Uld  P?fiIy  have  fe)led  him  It  his  feet. 
Adraftus  now  finds  nothing  which  prefumes  to  refill  him. 

flL  W  ^  ch‘S  VI?°ry  :  Every  thing  falls,  everything 
flies  before  him  J  he  refembles  a  rapid  flream  which 
having  over-fwelled  its  mounds,  fweeps  away,  with  k, 
funou^orrent,  the  corn,  the  fiocks,  L  fiteplelTanJ 

_  Telemachus  heard  at  a  dillance  the  ihouts  of  the  vic- 

b°efLanAdHbnhe,d  r,e  diforder  of  the  confederates  flying 
the  fn  ;  draft.us.’  b.ke  an  herd  of  timorous  deer  'eroding 

‘v ®  ^  n°US  -u  a-"S’  the  woods’  the  mountains,  and  even 
the  mofl  rapid  rivers,  when1  they  are  purfued  by  the  hun 

ters  He  deeply  fighs  ,  indignatkd  is  manifeft  in  hi 

yes ,  he  quits  the  place  where  he  had  long  fought  with 

grea  dange  d  l0fy;  he  runs  to  fuftain  L  fu|kils 

he  advances  all  befmeared  with  the  blood  of  a  multitude 
of  eneimes  whom  he  had  ftretched  on  the  dull  •  and  at 
affiance  fnouts  loud  enough  to  be  heard  by  both  ar- 

Minerva  had  infufed  fomething  tferrible  into  his  voice 
vhich  made  the  neighbouring  mountains  rin?  •  that  of 
the  cruel  Mars  founds  not  louder  in  Thrace,"  when  he 
calls  the  infernal  Tunes,  war  and  death.  The  lhoutW* 
o  Telemachus  mfpires  his  own  party  with  cottragf 
?md  intrepidity,  and  chills  the  enemy  vvdth  fear.  Even 

13  ^  jmed  to  find  hiihfelf  difordered ;  beinsr 
rnked  with- 1  know  not  how  many  fatal  prefah-e*  -n!? 

animated  rather  by  defpair  than  a  legate  valour  *  Thrice 

TriceT  T  knetS  £oinS  t0  beneath  him,  and 
thrice  Ee  drewback  without  thinking  on.  what  he  did  A 

fwoomng  palenefs  and  a  cold  fVve a?  fpread  ove-if  hf 

*->  jtfgti  rsuzs'jz 

L  2  J'  • 
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J rrrt:r  de  fa  tete  ;  -on  Is  vpyoit  comme  Orefte 

paroifl^ient  foiti  ^  feg  mcuvemens  etoient  convul- 

rflte  Aloi  s  11  commence  £  croire  qu’il  y  a  des  ^ieu^* 
ills.  Alois  li  com  entendre  une  voix  fourde 

II  smnagine  les  vmr V  POar  Tappeler  dans  1c  noir 

qui  fort  dVW , 

m  fef  ^  de  fon>ur  ; 

falli  I  couche  dans  le  fein  des  ondes,  &  «»  * 

terre> 

l’impie  Adrafte  touchoi  ^  in£vitable  deftin  ;  Vho|- 

^  gc^r^ords  ttcoyfternatib^Ufee^la 

rage,  le  defefpoir,  “^"1°  aAverne  qul  s’oavre,  &  les 
Teiemaque  qu  il  c  ^  J*  phUg6t0n  pretes 

tourbillons  de  flam  fS  <*  bouche  demeure  ouverte 

a  le  devorer.  11  s  ecne,  «  Qie<  Tel  qu’un 

fans  qu’il  Pulffe  V™*?' dh  fongPe  affreux  ouvre  la 
homme  doi  mant,  q  r}er  •  mais  la  parole 

bouche  &  fait  des  D’une 

lui  manque  toujours,  ^  .  Adrafte  lance  fon  dard 

main  -tremblante  &  PI®9?  .  i  trepide,  ccmme  1’aime 

„e  Tcdcrnaque  Celm-a^rep,  r  ft  ^  que  u 

des  Die.ux,  fe  ecu  tienne  deia  une  cou- 

vitloirc.  le  couvrant de  fes  anes,  tienne  g  L  doox 

ronne  l'urpendue  au-deitus  e  -  prendroit  pour 

&  Wifible  relmt  o&  au  milie„ 

Minerve  merae,  tant  p  |  Adrafte  eft 

,des  plus  grands  puias.  ^  Adrafte  ie  hate  detirer 

repoufte  par  le  bou-Ji  .  '  P  vama^e  de  lancer 

J  eple  pour  oter  an  Ms  d  Uly|  1*2$^  r^e 
IfttadeU  &  Wffe  fon  dard 

gsi  o»  les  vu  M  M  gfg  e;- 

tons  les  autres  fOTattendlt  de 

.  armes  P°?r  7  de  route  la  guerre.  .  Les  deux 
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tes  tortured  by  the  Furies  ;  all  his  motions  are  convul- 
hve.  Now  he  begins  to  believe  that  there  are  Gods  ;  he 
fancies  that  he  fees  them  incenfed  againfl  him,  and  that 
he  hears  a  hollow  voice  arifing  fron  the  deeped  hell,  and 
citing  him  to  dreary  Tartarus.  Every  thing  made  him 
fenflble  of  an  heavenly  and  invifible  hand  dretched  over  . 
his  head,  -and  ready  to  fall  heavy  upon  him.  Hope  was 
extinguifhed  in  his  heart,' and  his  courage  vanifhed,  like 
the.  day-light  when  the  fun  finks  into  the  bofom  of  the 
waves,  and  the  earth  is  wrapt  in  the  (hades  of  night. 

s'  ’  V  .  '  y.y  ;  j  i  .  ; 

The  impious  AdraAus,  who  had  already  been  differed 
to  live  too  long,  if,  mankind  had  not  wanted  fuch.a, 
fcourge  ;  the  impipus  Adraftus,  I  fay, 'draws  near  his 
lateft  hour.  He  madly  runs  to  meet  hU  inevitable  fate  ; 
horror,  dinging  remorle,  condernation,  fury,  rage,,  def- 
pair  attend  his  deps.  He  Icarcely  fees  Telemachus,  but 
he  fancies  that  he  lees  Avernus  yawn,  and  whirl- winds 
of  flames,  ifluing  from  dreary  Phiegeton,  ready  to  -fwal- 
low  him  up.  He  cries  out,  and  his  mouth  remains  open 
without  being.able  to  utter  a  word.  So  a  perion  afleep  in 
a  frightful  dream  opens  his  Ups,  and  drives  to  {peak  ;  but 
his  lpeech  continually  fails  him,  and  he  feeks  it  in  vain. 
Adradus  with  a  trembling  hady  hand  hurls  his  javelin  at 
Telemachus.  The  latter  is  undaunted,  like  one  favour¬ 
ed  of  the  Gods,  and  defends  himfelf  with  his  fhield. 
Vidlory  already  feems  to  cover  him  with  her  wings,  and 
to  hold  a  crown  over  his  head-  A  calm  and  compofed 
courage  glittered  in  his  eyes,  and  one  would  have  taken 
him  for  Minerva  herlelf,  fo  wife  and  difcreet  he  appears 
in  the  greated  dangers.  Adradus’s  javelin  is  repelled  by 
the  diield.  Upon  which  the  Daunian  ihdantly  draws  his 
fword,  to  deprive  the  fon  of  Ulyfles  of  the  advantage  of 
throwing  his  javelin  in  his  turn.  Telemachus  feeing 
Adradus  with  his  fword  in  his  hand,  immediately  draws 
his  alfo,  and  drops  his  ufelefs  javelin. 


When  they  were  thus  clofely  engaged,  all  the  other 
combatants  filently  laid  down  their  .-arms  to  gaze  upon 
them,  and  from  this  (ingle  combat  expended  the  iffue  of 
the  war.  Their  fwords,  bright  as  the  Hallies  whence  the 
bolts  are  hurled,  frequently  Crofs  each  other,  and  deal 
,  /  L  3"  their 
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ires,  fe  croifent  plufteurs  ibis’  &  portent  des  co»psin^ 
tiles  fur  les  armes  polies,  qui  en  retentiffent.  Les  deux 
combattans  Vallongent,  fe 

vent  tout-a-coup,  &  enfiti  ie  faififfeitf;  ‘  Le  lterre  en 
naiffant  au  pied  d’un  ormeau  ne  ferre  pas  ipks  etrone- 
ment  Ie  tronc  dnr  &  noueux,  par  fes  rameauxentrefafic g 
jufques  aux  plus  Kutes-brartcHes  de  l’arbre  que  ces 
deux  combattans  fe  ferrent  l’Un  i’autre.  Adrafte  n  avoit 
encore  rien  perdu  de  fa  force.  TSlSnvaqUe  n  avoit  paa 
encore  toute  la  fienne.  Adrafte  fait  plubeurs  effort 
pour  furprendre*  fon  ennemi,  &  pour  1  ebranler.  U 
tache  de  faifir  l’epee  du  jeune  Grec,  mais  en  vaim 
Dans  le  moment  ou  il  la  cherclie,  i  elemaque  en  ev 
de  terre  &  le  renverfe  fur  le  fable.  Alors  cet  impie,  qui 
avoit  tcujours  meprife  les  Dieux  montra  une  lache 
drainte  de  la  mort  ;  il  a  honte  de  demander  la  vie,  &  il 
tie  peut  s’empecher  de  temoigner  qu  il  la  defire  II 
tache  d’emouvoir  la  companion  de  Telemaque;  Fils 
d’Ulyfte,  Ini  dit-il,  enfin  c’eft  maintenant  que  je  con- 
nois  les  juftes  Dieux  ;  ils  me  puniffent  comme  je  lai 
merite  •  il  nV  a  que  le  malheur,  qui  ouvre  les  yeux  aes 
hom'mes  JJvoS  la  verite  :  je  la  vois,  elle  me  con. 
damne  ;  mais  qu’un  roi  malheureux  vous  fade  louvemr 
'  votre  pere  qui  eft  loin  d’lthaque,  &  qu’il  touche  votre 


tie 


cceur 


Telemaque,  qui  le  tenant  fous  fes  genoux  avoit  le 
glaive  deja  leve  pour  lui  perce.r  la  gorge,  repondit  aul- 
iltot  :  Te  n’ai  voulu  que  la  vittoire  Sc  la  paix  des  nations 
qtjf  ie  fuis  venu  fecourir  ;  je  n’aime  point  a  repandre  le 
linn-.  Vivez  done,  Adrafte  ;  mais  vivez  pour  reparer 
vosfofautes  ;  rendez  tout  ce  que  vous  avez'ulurpe  ;  re- 
tabliffez  le  calme  &  la  juftice  fur  la  cote  de  la  grand. 
Hefperie  que  vous  avez  fouillee  par  tant  de  mafiacies  & 
de  trahifons  ;  vivez,  &  devenez  un  autre  homme.  Ap- 
prenez  par  votre  chute  que  les  Dieux  font  juftes,  que 
les  medians  font  malheureux,  qu’ils  -fe  trompent  en 
cherchant  la  felicite  dans  la  violence,  dans  1  inhumani  e, 
&  dans  le  menfonge  ;  qu’enfm  rien  n  eft  ft  doux  m  il 
heureux  que  la  fimple  &  conftante  vertu.  Donnez-nous 
pour  otage  votro  fils  Metrodore,  aVec  douze  des  princi-* 
paux  de  votre  nation. 
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their  fruitl efs  blows  upon  their  burnifhed  and  refounding 
armour.  The  two  combatants  ftretch  themfelves  out, 
Ihrink  themfelves  up,  hoop  down,  rife  again  in  an  in- 
flant,  and  at  length  grapple  .with  each  other.  The  ivy 
growing  at  the  foot  of  an  elm,  does  not  more  clofely 
emh^  ace  its  hard  and  knotty  trunk,  with  its  entwining 
arms,  even  to  its  higheft  branches,  than  thefe  two  com¬ 
batants  grafp  each  other.  Adraftus  having  loll  nothing 
of  his  ftrength,  and  that  of  Telemachus  not  being  yet 
at  its  height ;  the  former  makes  feveral  efforts  to  flagger 
and  throw  his  antagonift  by  lurprife.  At  laft  he  endea¬ 
vours  to  feize  the  ivvord  of  the  young  Greek,  but  in. 
vain;  for  the  moment  he  attempts  it,  Telemachus -lifts 
him  from  the  ground,  and  throws  him  on  the  fand.  And 
now  this  wretch,  who  had  always  defpifed  the  Gods,  be¬ 
trays  an  unmanly  apprehenfion  of  death;  he  is  afhamed 
to  afk  his  life,  and  yet  cannot  help  manifefling  his  defire 
of  it.  He  endeavours  to  move- Telemachus ’s  companion. 
Son  of  Ulyffes,  faid  he,  1  at  length  acknowledge  the 
righteous  Gods ;  they  punifh  me  as  I  have  deferved  ;  no¬ 
thing  but  diilrefs  opens  mens  eyes,  and  fhews  them  the 
truth;  I  lee  it,  it  condemns  me;  but  let  an  unfortunate 
prince  put  you  in  mind  of  your  father,  who  wanders  far 
from  Ithaca,  and  let  him  excite  your  pity. 

Telemachus,  who  kneeled  upon  him,  and  had  already 
railed  his  fword  to  plunge  it  into  his  throat,  immediately 
replied ;  I  fought  nothing  but  vi&ory  and  the  peace  of 
the  nations  I  came  to  afiift ;  I  do  not  delight  in  blood- 
Ihed.  Live  therefore  Adraftus ;  but  live  to  repair  your 
faults;  reftore  every  thing  which  you  have  ufurped;  re- 
eftablifh  peace  and  j  uftice  on  the  coaft  of  great  He fperia, 
which  you  have  ftained  by  numberlefs  maffacres  and 
treacheries;  live  and  become  another  man.  Learn  by 
your  fall  that  the  Gods  are  righteous,  that  the  wicked 
are  miserable,  that  they  deceive  themfelves  by  feeking 
for  happinefs  in  violence,  inhumanity  and  falfhood,  and 
iirfhort  that  nothing  is  fo  delightful  and  happy  as  a  plain 
and  fteady  virtue.  Give  us  as  hoflages  yourfon  Metro-* 
dorus,  with  twelve  of  the  principal  perfons  of  your 
nation. 

L  4  '  This 
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A  ces  paroles,  Telemaque:  laifTe  .relever 'Adrafte,  & 
lui  tend  la  main  Ians  fe-  defier  ide  la  mauvaife  foi  :  mais 
auffitot  Adrafte  lui  laii^run  fecbrvddard-fort  court  qu’il 
tenoit  cacfte. _  Le  dard  .etoit  fi  aigti  &  lance  avec  tant 
dladrefie,  qrdil  eut  perce  les  armea  de  Telemaque,  ft 
elles  n’pufiept  ete  divines.  Em  me  me  temsMdrafte  fe 
jete  derriere  un  arbre  pour  evitfer  3a  pOurfuite  du 
jeune  Grec.  Alors  celuFci  ■  s’ecrie  :  Dauniens,  vous 
le  voyez,  la  vi&oire  eft  a  nous  $  Fimpie  lie  fe  fauve  que 
par  la  trahifon.  Celui  qui  ne  crapit  point  les  pieux, 
craint  la  mort.  A,u  contraire,  celui  qui  les  craint,  ne 
craint  qu’eux.  En  difant  ces  paroles,  il  s’avance  vers 
les  Dauniens,  &  fait  ftgne  auxftensqui  doienvde  Fafttre 
Cote  de  Farhre,  de  couper  le  chemitvau  pemde  Adrafte. 
Adrafte  craint  d’etre  furpris,  fait  fernblalnt  de  retourner 
fur  fe s  pas,  &  veut  renverfer  les  Cretois  qui  fe  prdentent 
a  fan  paflage.  Mais  tout-a-coup  Telemaque,  prompt 
coinme  la  foudre  que  la  main  du  pere  des  Dieux  lance' 
du  haut  Olympe  fur -les  tetes- coupables,  vient  fondre  fur 
fon  ennemi  ;  il  le  faifit  d’une  main  vi&orieufe,  il  le  ren- 
verfe,  ccmme  un  cruel  Aquilon  abat  les  tendres  moif- 
fons  qui  dorent  les  campagnes.  Il  ne  Fecoute  plus, 
quoiaue  Fimpie  ofe  encore  une  fois  efTayer  d  abmer  de 
la  bonte  de  ion  cceur.  Il  lui  enfonce  fon  glaive,  &  le 
precipite  dans  les  flames  du  ncir  Tartars,  digne  chati® 
ment  de  fes  crimes.  1 
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This Laid,  Telemaehus  fuffcrs  Adraftus  to  rife,  and 
holds  out  his  hand  to  him  without  fufpeding  his  trea¬ 
chery.  But  Adraftus  immediately  darts- another  javelin 
at  him,  which  was  very  Ihort  and  he  had  kept  concealed. 
It  was  fo  fharp,  and  fo  artfully  thrown,  that  it  would 
have  pierced  Telemaehus^  armour,  had  it  not  been 
divine.-  Adraftus  at  the  fame*  time  runs  behind  a  tree 
to  avoid  the  purfuit  of  the  young  Greek.  Whereupon 
Telemaehus  cries  out,  Lo !  Dauhians,  the- vi&ory  is  ours ; 
the  impious  wretch  faves  himfelf  only  by  his  treachery. 
Who  fears  not  the  Gods,  is  afraid  of  death;  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  who  fears  the  Gods,  fears  nothing  but  them.  In 
fpeaking  thefe  words,  he  advances  towards  the  Daunians, 
and  makes  a  fign  to  thofeof  his  own  party  who  were  on 
the  other  fide  of  the  tree,  to  intercept  the  perfidious  A- 
draft  us.  Adraflus  is  ready  to  be  taken,  makes  as  if  he 
would  go  back  again,  and  attempts  to  break  through  the 
Cretans  who  obftrud  his  paffage.  But  Telemaehus, 
fwift  as  a  thunderbolt  hurled  by  the  hand  of  the  father 
of  the  Gods  from  the  top  of  Olympus  on -the  heads  of 
.the  guilty,  hies  ij^flantly  on  his  enemy;  he  levies  him 
with  his  victorious  hands,  he  throws'  him  on  the  earth, 
as-  the  cruel  north-wind  beats  down  the  tender  harvefls 
which  gild  the  fields ;  he  hears  him  no  more,  though  the 
impious  wretch  makes  a  fecond  attempt  to  abu  e  his 
goodnefs ;  he  plunges-his  fword  into  him,  and  hurls  him 
headlong  into  the  flames  of  dreary  Tartarus,  a  punifh- 
ment  worthy  of  his  crimes. 
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SOMMAtEB. 


AiraSr  Slant  tnort,  la  Damien s  Undent  lee  matns  cmx 
alia  en  Jlgne  de  paix,  leur  demandpit  un  ro  de 
Lr  nation. .  Nejlor,  inconfildbk  d' avoir perdu  fin  file, 
ialjenu  de  VaffembUe  da  chefs,  tee  plufeurs  ofinert 
Mfau,  partagcr  let  pays  desvd.ncus  tjcr. dee  a 
hlemaque  le  ierroir  d’Arpi.  Bun  loin  d  accepter  cette 
ofre,  rtlimaque  fait  voir  quo  l  tnteret  common  dee 
allies  eft  de  cboifir  Polydamas  ' pour  rot  des  Daumens, 
de  leur  laifler  leurs  terres.  H  perfuade  en  uite  a  ces 
fejL  td  Jr  la  contree  d’Jrfi  a  Diefe,  f~ 
fJtuMment.  Les  troubles  etant  mnfifims,  tout  ferfepa- 
'  rent  pour  s’en  retoumr  chacun  dahs  jortjays. 


PEINE  Adrafte  frit  ll  ipoYt  cjuktous  les  Daumens, 

J  i  loin  4e  deplorer  leur  defaite  &  la  perte  de  leur  chef, 
t  r^u  rent  de  leUr  defivrance.  11s  tend.rent  les  mams 
WitSsen  fi-rne  de'pkpe  &  derecbncih.it.on  Metro- 

(jue  ion  pere  avoit  h’ourri  dans  dee 
m  x’m:s  de  bitiihiutaUon,  dhnjuiKce  &  d  inhumamte, . 

s^enfuit  laehement.  Mais  un  elckvccornpltce  de  to 

infamies  &  de  fes  cruautes,  qu’il  avoit  nffr.mchi  r 
bib  de  biens,  &  auquelil  ie confia dans  fa fete ,  ne^ngea. 
au’a  le  trahir  pouf  fen  propre  ipteret;  il  le  tua 
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The  ARGUMENT. 

A  draft  us  Icing dead ,  the  Datinians  holdout  their  hands  to  the 
allies  as  a  ft gn  of  peace ,  and  defire  a  king  of  their  own 
nation <  IN e for.  being  inconfolable ftor  the  lofts  of  bis  fton , 
ahftents  himftelf from  the  aftfcmbly  oft  the  chiefs ,  where  fede¬ 
ral  are  of  opinion  that  theft  ought  to  divide  the  countries  of 
the. conquered ,  and  to  yield  the  territory  of  Arpi  to  Teh  ma¬ 
ck  us  Far  from  accepting  of  this  offer,  T demachus  /hews  it 
to  be  the  common  inter  eft  of  the  allies  to  make  Poly  damasking 
efthe  Baumans,  and  to  have  them  in  poftlffon  of  their  lands . 
He  afterwards  perfuades  theft  people  to  give  the  country  of 
Arpi  to  Diomede s ,  who  happened  at  that  time  to  arrive  in 
Hefperid.  The  troubles  being  thus  ended,  thy  all  ftp  ar  ate, 
in  order  to  return  every  one  to  his  rejpedive  country . 

_  •  •  \ 

AD  R  A  ST  US  was  hardly  dead  but  all  the  I>au- 
njans,  inftead  of  bewailing  their  defeat  and  the  " 
k»fs  of  their  chief,  rejoiced  at  their  deliverance,  and  held 
out  their  hands  to  the  allies  in  token  of  peace  and  recon¬ 
ciliation,  1  Ie«.rodorus,  the  fon  of  Adraftus,  whom  Jiis 
father  had  bred  up  in  maxims  of  diflimujation,  injufUce 
and  inhumanity,  was  coward  enough  to  fly ;  put  a  llave, 
an  accomplice  in  all  his  infamous  and  cruel  anions,  whom 
he  had  made  free  and  loaded  with  riches,  and  to ; whom 
he  had  committed  himfelf  in  his  flight,  thought  only  of 

L  6  x  betray- 
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riere  pendant  qu’il  fuyoit,  lui  coupa  la  tete,  &  la  porta 
dans  le  camp  des  allies,  efperant  une  grande  recompenie 
d’un  crime  qui  finiffoit  la  guerre.  Mais  on  eut  horreur 
de  ce  fcelerat,  &  on  le  fit  mourir. 

Telemaque  ayant  vu  la  tete  de  Metrodore,  qui  etoit 
un  ieune  homme  d’une  merveilleufe  beaute,  &  d’un  na- 
turel  excellent,  que  les  plaifirs  &  les  mauvais  exempts 
avoient  corrompu,  ne  put  retemr  fes  larmes.  Helas  . 
s’ecria-t-il,  voilfi  ce  que'fait  le  pqifon  de  la  profpente 
pour  un  ieune  prince  ;  plus  il  a  d’elevation  &  de  vivacite, 
plus  il  s’eloigne  de  tous  les  fentimens  de  vertu  ;  &  mam- 
tenant  je  ferois  peut-etre  de  meme,  ft  les  malheurs  ou  je 
fuis  ne,  graces  aux  Dieux,  &  les  inftruaiorls  de  Mentor 
ne  m’avoient  appris  a  me.  moderer. 

Les  Daupiens  affembles  demanderCnt  comme  1  uni¬ 
que  cordLion'depaix,  qu’on  leur  permit  devoir  un  rox 
de  leur  nation,  qui  put  efface*  pas  fes  vertus  1  opprobre 
dont'  Pimpie  Adrafte  avoit  convert  la  royaute.  ils  re- 
merdoient  les  Dieux  d’avoir  frappe  le  tyran  ;  i\s  venoi- 
ent  en  foule  baiferla  main  de  Telemaque,  qui  avoit  ete 
trempee  dans  le  fang  de  ce  monftre,  &  leur  defaite  etoit. 
pour  eux  comme  un  triomphe.  Ainfi  tomoa  en  un  mo¬ 
ment,  fans  aucune  reffource,  cette  puiffance  qui  mena- 
coit  toutes  les  autres  dans  1’Hefpene,  &  qui  feioit  trem¬ 
bler  tant  de  peuples :  femblable  a  ces  terrains  qui  paroif- 
fent  fermes  &  immobiles,  mais  que  1’ on  &F  Peu  a  peu 
par-deffous.  Long-terns  on  le  moque  du  foible  travuil 
oui  en  attaque  les  fonaemens,  nen  ne  paroit  affoibh, 
tout  efc  uni,  rien  ne  s’ebranle ;  cependant  tous  les  fou- 
tiens  font  detruits  peu  a  peu,  jufqu’au  moment  ou  tout- 
a-coup"le  terrain  s’abaiffe'  &  ouvre  un-abime.^  Amii  une 
puiflance  injufte  &  trompeufe,  quelque  profpente  qu  elle 
fe  procure  par  fes  violences,  creufe  elle-meme  un  preci- 
.  pice  fous  fes  pieds.  La  fraude  &  rinhumamte  iapent 
peu  a  peu  tous  les  plus  folides  fondemens  de  1  aumnte 
illegitime.  OnTadmire,  on  la  cratnt,  on  trembie  e- 
vant  elle  jufqu’au  moment  oft  elle  n  eft  deja  pins.  Elle 
tornbe  de  fon  propre  poids,  &  nen  lie  la  pent  rclever, 
parce  qu’elle  a  detruitde  fes  propree  mains  les  vrais  lou¬ 
dens  de  la  bonne  foi  &  de  la  juftice,  quiattirent  1  amour 

Se  la  confiance. 
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;  ing  him  for  his  own  intereft  ;  he  flew  him  as  he  fled  by 
a  wound  in  the  back  y  he  cut  off  his  head,  and  .carried 
it  to  the  camp  of  the  confederates,  expecting  a  great 
reward  for  a  crime  which  put  an  end  to  the  war.  gut 
they  abhorred  the  villain  and  ordered  him  to  be  put  to 

*$rcbbo*tioM  ab.  bibf  ai  ov  Jair/r  ommmMaT  .  . 

Telemachus  feeing  the  head  of  Metrodorus,  who  was 
a  youth  of  wonderful  beauty,  and  naturally  of  an  ex¬ 
cellent  difpofition,  which  had  been  corrupted  by  plea¬ 
ses  and  ill  examples,  could  not  retain  his  tears.  Alas! 
cried  he,  lo  the  effects  of  the  poifon  of  profperity  in  a 
young  prince;  the  more  elevated  his  condition  and  the- 
more  Iprightly  his  temper,  the  further  he  ftrays  from 
every  ientirpent  of  virtue.  I  fliould  now  perhaps  have 
been  like  him,  had  not  ths misfortunes  in  which,  I  thank 
the  Gods,  I  was  born,  and  the  inftru&ions  of  Mentor, 
taught  me  to  govern  my  paffions. 

The  aflembled  Daunians  deflred,  as  the  only  condi¬ 
tion  of  peace,  that  they  might  have  a  king  of  their  own 
nation,  who  might  by  his  virtues  wipe  off  the  reproach 
with  which  the'impious  Adraflus  had  drained  the  crown. 
They  thanked  the  Gods  for  deflroying  the  tyrant  j  they 
crowded  to  kifs  Telemachus’s  hand,  which  had  been  dipt 
in  the  monfler’s  blood,  and  their  defeat  was  as  it  were  a 
triumph  to  them.  Thus  in  a  moment  irrecoverably  fell 
the  power  which  threatened  all  others  in  Hefperia, 
and  made  fo  many  nations  tremble.  As  in  platforms 
which  ieem  firm  and  immoveable,  but  are  by  little  and 
little  undermined,  the  feeble  toils  s which  attack  their 
foundations  are  a  long  while  derided,  nothing  ap-  ' 
pears  to  be  weakened,  all  is  fmooth,  nothing  ffiakes  ; 
while  all  the  props  are  gradually  dellroyed,  till  the  mo¬ 
ment  the  earth  finks,  and  leaves  a  chafm  behind  it :  So 
an  unjult  and  fraudful  power,  whatever  fuccefs  it  may 
procure  by  its  violence,  digs  a  pit  beneath  its  own  feet. 
Treachery  and  cruelty  by  degrees  fap  all  the  moil  foiid 
foundations  of  unlawful  authority.  Men  admire  it,  and 
dread  it,  and  tremble  before  it,  till  the  inflant  it  is  no 
more.  It  finks  beneath  its  own  weight,  and  nothing  can 
raife  it  up  again  ;  becaufe  it  hath  with  its  own  hands  de- 
flroyed  the  true  fupports  of  probity  and  juftice,  which 
beget,  love  and  ,  confidence. 


...The 


T E L E M'AQUE.  , Em  XXL 

Les  chefs  de  Varin.ee  s’afTemhlerent  de%  Je  lendemain 
pour  accorder  un  roi  aux  Dauniens.  2  On  prenoit  plaiilr 
a  voir  les  deux  camps  confondus  par-,  une  amitie  li  mei- 
peree.  Sc  les  deux  armies  qui  n’en  feioient  plus  qu  une, 
Le  fage  Neltor  ne  put  i'e  trouver  dins  ce.  conleil,  parce 
que  la  douleur  joiate  a  la  y.ieilkffe  avoit  fLeyri  fon  coeur, 
comme  la  pluie  abat  &  fait  ianguir  le  loir  une  fkur,  qui 
etoit  le  matin  pendant  la  nTffance  de  VAurore,  la  gloire 
&  l’ornement  des  verts?  campagnesv  Ses  yeux  etoient 
devenus  deux  fontaines  de  larmes  qui  ne  pouvoient  tanr, 
t'  c’pnfiivnit  le  doux  fommeil,  qui  charme  les 


de  l  homme,  eton  etennc  yn  ~ - r 

amere  a  cet  infortune  vieillard.  La  lumiere  meme  lui 
etoit  odieufe  ;  fon  ame  ne  demandoit  plus  qu’a  quitter 
fon  corps,  &  qu’a  fe'plonger  dans  Peternelle  nuit  de 
P empire  de  Pluttm.  Tousles  amis  lui  parloienten  vain; 
fon  creur  en  defaillance  etoit  degoutee  de  route  amitie, 
cornme  un  malade  eft  degoute  des  meilieurs  alimens.  A 
tout  ce  qu’on  pouvoit  lui  dire  de  plus  touchant,  ll  ne  re- 
pondoit  que  par  des  gemiffemens  &  Acs  fanglots.  I>e 
terns  en  terns  on  l’entendoit  dire  :  O  Pifillrate,  Pidftrate, 
Fififtrate,  mon  fils !  tu  m’appeles,  je  te  luis.  O  moil 
cher  fils  1  je  ne  defire  plus  pour  tout  bien  que,  de  te  re- 
voir  fur  les  rives  du  Styx.  Puis  il  paffoit  des  heures  en¬ 
tires  fans  prononcer  aucune  parole,  rnais  gemilTant,  le¬ 
vant  les  mains  &,  les  yeux  noyes  de  larmes  vers  le  ciel. 

Cependant  les  princes  aflembles  attendoient  Telerna- 
que,  qui  etoit  aupres  du  corps  de  Pififtrate.  II  repan- 
doit  fur  Ion  corps  des  fieurs  a  pleines  mams  ;  il  y  ajoutoit 
des  panrums  exquis&  verfoit  des  larmes  ameres.  O  mon 
cher  compagnon  1  lui  difoit-il,  je  n’oublierai  jamais  de 
t’ avoir  vu  a  Pylos,  4e  t’avoir  fuivi  a  Sparte,  de  t’avoir 
retrouve  fur  les  bords  de  la  grande  Helpene.  Je  te  dois 
,  mille  Sc  mille  foins  ;  je  t’aimois,  tu  m’aimois  auili.  J  al 
connu  ta  valeur,  ell?  auroit  furpaffe  celle  de  plufieurs 
Grecs  fcmeux.  Plelas !  eli.e  t’a  fait  mourir  avec  gloire  ; 
mais  elle  a  derobe  au  monde  une  vertu  naniame  qui  cut 
e  .rale  celle  de  ton  pere.  Qui,  ta  fageffe  &  ton  eloquence 
dans  un  age  mur  auroient-  ete  iemblables  a  celles  de  ce 

vieillard,  l’admiration  de  toute  la  Grece.  Tu  avoiS 
‘  T  •  °  deja 
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The  leaders  of  the  army  afibmbled  the  tfext  day  to 
grant  the  Daunians  a  king,  and  every  one  was  delighted 
to  fee  the  two  camps  blended  together  by  fo  unexpe&ed 
a  frieridftiip,  and  the  two  armies  which  were  now  become 
but  one.  The  fageNeftor  was  not  in  a  condition  to  be 
prefent  at  this  council,  becaufe  his  grief  and  age  had 
Withe¥£dr  his  heart,  as  a  fllower  beats  down  and  caufes  a 
flower  to  janguifh-  in  the  evening,  which  in  the  morning, 
while  Aurora  Was  rifing,  was  the  glory  and  ornament  of 
the  verdant  fields.  His  eyes  were  become  inexhauftible 
fountains  of  tears.  Balmy  fleep,  which  fooths  the  acu- 
tefl  pains,  fled  far  away  from  them  ;  and  hope,  the  food 
of  the  human  heart,  was  extingui  filed  in  him.  All  ali¬ 
ments  were  bitter  to  this  Unfortunate  old  man.  The 
light  was  odious  to  him  ;  his  foul  defired  only  to  quit  his 
body,  and  to  plunge  into  the  eternal  night  of  Pluto’s 
^  empire. :  Pn  vain  was  all  the  difcourie  of  his  friends ; 
his  drooping  heart  loathed  their  friendfhip,  as  a  flck  man 
loaths  the  moil;  delicate  food  :  To  all  the  moil  affe&ing 
things  which  could  be  laid  to  him,  he  only  replied  by 
groans  and  fighs.  He  now  and  then  was  heard  to  lay, 
O  Pififtratus  !  Pififtratus  !  Pififlratus  !  my  ion  !  thou 
called  me,  I  come.  Thou,  Pififtratus,  wilt  render 
death  a  pleafure  to  me.  O  my  dear  fon  !  the  only  blefth 
ing  1  crave,  is  to  fee  thee  again  on  the  Stygian  Ihore. 
And  then  would  he  pafs  whole  hours  without  fpeaking  a 
word,  fighing,  and  lifting  up  his  hands  and  tearful  eyes 
to  heaven. 

Mean  while  the  aflembled  princes  were  waiting  for 
Teiemachus,  who  remained  with  Pififtratus’s  body,  drew- 
ing  a  profufion  of  flowers  and  the  moil  exquifite  perfumes 
upon  it,  and  ihedding  the  bittereft  tears.  My  dear 
companion  !  faid  he,  1  fliall  never  forget  my  feeing  thee 
at  Pylos,  my  going  with  thee  to  Sparta,  and  my  finding 
thee  again  on  the  coaft  of-  the  great  Hefperia.  I  am 
thy  debtor  for  a  thoufand  and  a  thoufand  good  offices ;  I 
loved  thee,  thou  loVedft  me  alfo  :  1  knew  thy  valour  ■  it 
would  have  furpaft  that  of  leveral  famous  Greeks.  Alas  \ 
it  has  occafloned  thee  a  glorious  death  ;  but  then  it  has 
robbed  titer  World  of;a  blooming  virtue  which  would  have 
equalled  that  of  thy  father.  Yes,  thy  wiidom’and  elo¬ 
quence  would,  when  matured  by  age,  have  been,  like 

a  , 
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deia  cette  douce  infinuation,  alaquelle  on  ne  pent  refifter 
quand  il  parle  ;  ces  manieres  naives  de  raconter ;  cette 
fage  moderation,  qui  eft  un  charme  pour  appaifer  les 
efprits  irrites  ;  cette  autorite  qui  vient  de  la  prudence  & 
de  la  force  des  boris  confeils.  Quand  tu  parlois,  t'ous 
pretoient  l’oreille,  tous  etoient.  prevenus,  tous  ayoient 
envie  de  trouver  que  tu  avois  raifon  ;  ta  parole  fimple  & 
fans  fafte  couloit  dans  les  cceurs  comme  la  rofee  fur  l’herbe 
naiffante.  Helas  !  tant  de  biens  que  nous  poffedions  il 
y  a  quelques  heures,  nous  font  enleves  pour  jamais  . 
Piflftrate,  que  j’embraffai  ce  matin,  n’eft  plus;  il  ne 
nous  en  refte  qu’un  douloureux  fouvenir.  Au  moms  ft 
tu  avois  ferme  les  veux  de  Neftor,  &  non  pas  que  nous 
euflions  ferme  les  tiens,  il  ne  verroit  pas  tout  ce  qu  il 
voit,  &  il  ne  feroit  pas  le  plus  malheureux  de  tous  les 

peres, 

Apres  ces  paroles,  Telemaque  fit  laver  la  plaie  fan- 
c-lan  te  qui  etoit  dans  le  cote  de  Piflftrate.  11  le  fit  eten- 
dre  fur  un  lit  de  pourpre,  ou  la  tete  panchee  avec  la  pa» 
leur  de  la  mort,  il  reffembloit  a  un  jeune  arbre,  qui 
ayant  couvert  la  terre  de  fon  ombre,  &  pouffe  vers  le 
ciel  fes  rameaux  fieuris,  a  ete  entame  par  le  tranchant 
de  la  coignee  d’un  bucheron.  J1  ne  tient  plus  a  fa.ra- 
cine  ni  a  la  terre,  mere  feconde  qui  nourrit  fes  tvges 
dans  fon  fein  :  il  languit,  fa  verdure  s’efface  ;  il  ne  peut 
plus  fe  foutenir,  il  tcmbe  ;  fes  rameaux  qui  cachoient  le 
ciel,  trainent  fuy  la  pouftiere,  fletris,  &  deffeches  ;  il 
n’eft  plus  qu’un  tronc  abatu  &  depouille  de  toutes  fes 
graces.  Ainfi  Piflftrate  en  proie  a  la  mort  etoit  deja 
emporte  par  ceux  qui  devoient  le  mettre  dans  le  bucher 
fatal.  Deja  la  flame  montoit  vers  \e  ciel.  Une  troupe 
de  Pyliens,  les  yeux  bailies  &c  pleins  de  larmes,  leurs 
armes  renverfees,  le  conduifoient  lentement.  Le  coips 
eft  bientot  brule,  les  ,cendres  font  mifes  dans  une  urne 
d’or,  &c  Telemaque,  qui  prend  loin  de  tout,  confie  cette 
urne  comme  un  grand  trefor  a  Callimaque,  qui  a\o.t 
ete  le  gouverneur  de  Piflftrate.  Gardez,  Jui  dit-il,  ces 
cendres,  trifles,  mais  precieux  reftes  de  celui  que  vous 
avez  aime.  Gardez-les  pour  fon  perc  ;  mais  attendez 
a  les  .lui  donner  quand  il  aura  affez  de  force  pour  les  de- 
mander :  ce  qui  irrite  la  douleur  en  un  terns,  i  adoucit 
en  un  autre.  Enfuite 
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that  fenior*'s,  the  admiration  of  all  Greece.  Thou  didft 
already  poffefs  that  fweet  infinuation,  which  whenever  he 
fpeaks,  is  irrefiftible  ;  that  Ample  manner  of  narration  ; 
that  fage  moderation,  which  is  a  charm  to  footh  the  irri¬ 
tated  mind  ;  that  authority,  which  arifes  from  wifdoift 
.and  the  force  of  good  counfels.  When  thou  fpokeft, 
every  one  lent  an  ear,  every  one  was  prepoffefled  imthy 
favour,  every  one  wiflied  to  find  thee  in  the  right;  thy 
plain,  thy  unadorned  words  dole  as  gently  into  the  heart 
as  dews  delcend  on  the  fpringing  grafs.  Alas  1  how  many 
bleflings  which  we  enjoyed  a  few  hours  fince,  are  ravifhed 
from  us  for  ever !  Pififtratus,  whom  I  embraced  in  the 
morning,  is  now  no  more,  nothing  but  a  fad  remem¬ 
brance  of  him  is  left  us.  Ah  !  hadft  thou  clofed  Neflor's 
eyes,  and  not  we  thine,  he  would  not  then  have  leen 
what  he  now  fees,  nor  have  been  the  mod  wretched  of  ^ 
fathers. 

This  faid,  Telemachus  ordered  the  gory  wound  in 
Pififtratush.  lide  to  be  waflied,  and  cauledhim  to  be  laid 
on  a  purple  bed  :  Where  with  his  head  reclined  and 
pale  as  death,  he  refembles  a  young  tree,  which  having 
covered  the  earth  with' its  {hade,  and  {hot  its  flotfrilhing 
branches  to  heaven,  is  wounded  by  the  keen  axe  of  the 
woodman  ;  and  having  no  longer  any  hold  of  its  roots, 
or  the  earth,  that  fruitful  mother  which  nouriflies  her 
plants  in  her  bofom,  it  droops  and  lofes  its  verdure  ;  it 
can  no  longer  fupport  itfelf,  it  falls ;  its  branches,  which 
ufed  to  hide  the  heavens,  are  faded,  withered,  dragged 
in  the  dull: ;  it  is  now  but  a  mere  trunk,  cut  down  and 
defpoilea  of  all  its  honours.  Thus  Piflilratus',  a  prey  to 
death,  was  now  borne  away  by  thofe  who  were  to  lay  him 
on  the  fatal  pyre.  The  flames  already  mount  to  heaven. 

A  band  of  Pylians  with  downcafl:  dreaming  eyes,  with 
arms  reverfed,  and  gentle  Heps  attended.  The  body  is 
quickly  burnt,  and  the  allies  are  put  into  a  golden  urn, 
which  Telemachus,  who  takes  care-of  the  whole  ceremo¬ 
ny,  commits  as  a  great  treafure- to  Callimachus,  who  had 
been  Pififlratus’s  governor.  Keep  thei'e  allies,  faid  Jie, 
the.  fad  but  precious  remains  of  him  whom  you  loved, 
keep  them  for  his  father  ;  but  do  not  prefent  them  unto 
him  till  he  has  fortitude  enough  to  alk  for  them  :  What 
provokes  fojrow  at  one  time,  alleviates  it  at  another. 

Tele-* 
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pour  1’ecouter.  II  en  rougit,  ae  on  no  -  — 

parler.  Les  louanges  qu’on  lui  donna  par  des  acclama¬ 
tions  publiques  wr  tout  ce  qu’il  venon  de  fame,  aagm  - 
terent  fa  honte  ;  il  auroit  vomu  pouvoir  fe ;  cachet a  Le 
fat  la  premiere  fois  qu’il  parut  embaraffe  ^“certain. 
Enfin  il  demanda  comme  une  grace,  qu  on  ne  fai  don 
plus  aucune  louange.  Ce  n’ell  pas,  dit-i  y. qu  J 
les  aime,  fur-tout  quand  elles  tont  donnees  par  de  ft  bona 
juges  de  la  vertu  ;  mais  c’eft  que  ;e  crams  de  les  aitner 
trop:  elles  corrompent  les  hommes,  elles  les  remplnl-n 
d’eLmemes,  elles  les  rendent  vains  &  prcomptueux  t 
il  font  les  meriter  &  les  fair.  Les  .unlkureslouanges 
reffemblent  aux  fauffes.  Les  plus  mechans  de  tops  1« 
hommes,  qui  font  les  tyrans  iont  cent  q«  e ^  font  le 
plus  louer  par  des  flatteurs.  Quel  plaifir  y  a-t- 
Le  comme  eux  1  Les  bonnes  louanges  font  cel  lessee 

vous  me  donnerez  en  mon  abience,  1  je 

reux  pour  en  meriter.  Si  vous  me  croyez  ventablement 

bon,  Pvous  devez  croire  auffi  que  je  veux  etremodefte^ 

craindre  la  vatute.  Epargnez-moi  don  ,  d 

mez,  &  ne  me  louez  pas  comme  un  homme  amoureux  de 

louanges. 


Apres  avoir  patle  ainfi,  Telemrque  ne  repondh  plus  . 
P'  ,i  continuoient  de  l’ekver  jufqu  au  del, 

_ _ ,  •  *  e.  i  • _ t. At-  lot-  ImiflnO'f’S 


rien  a  ceux  qui  conaumnuu  —  *  ''tY'"  ininn0rs 

&  par  un  air  d’indifference  il  arreta  b, env  ies  touanges 
qu’on  luidonnoit.  On  commen5a  a  craindre  de  . 
cher  en  le  louant  ;  mais  [’admiration  augments,  tont  le 


tnonde  iaciiant  ia  renurcnc  «  — y  '  'F  ,  d  x 
filtrate,  &  le  fain  qu’il  avoit  pns  de  lui  rendre :  les  der 

niers  devoirs.  Toute  I’armee  fat  plus  touchee  de 

i  i  i _ - ~  j «  copnr  mie  de  tous  les  pro 


niers  devoirs*  j.outc  1  ^  r  ,  ~ 

marques  de- la  bontede  fan  cceur,  quedetouslcpro 
digel  de  fageffe  &  -de  valeur  qui  veno.ent  d  eclater ■  W 
lui.  Il  eft  fage,  il  eft  vaillant,  fe  difoient-ils  en  facret 

les  uns  aux  autres ;  il  eft  l’ami  ^e5..  Dl^l‘x’rh  an;ta  I 
heros  de  notre  age  ;  il  eft  au-dellus  de  1  . 

Mais  tout  cela  n’eft  que  merveilleux,  M  ce  ne  , 

que  nous  etonner.  Il  eft  ftumain,  1  ®  ’  Wnfefant 

ftdele  &  tendre  ;  il  eft  compatifiant,  liberal  bi  > 

&  tout  entier  a  ceux  qu’il  doit  aimer  ;  il  eft  1  ^ 


/ 
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Telemachus  afterwards  went  into  the  aflembly  of  the 
confederate  kings,  where  every  one,  as  foon  as  he  faw 
him,  was  filrnt  in  order  to  hear  him.  He  btuihed,  and  f 
could  not  be  prevailed  on  to  fpeak.  The  praifes  which 
were  bellowed  upon  him  by  publick  acclamations,  on  ac^ 
count  of  his  late  actions,  increafed  his  confufion,  and  he 
vvifhed  that  it  had  been  in  his  power  to  hide  himlelf. 
This  was  the  firft  time  he  ever  appeared  confounded  and 
dubious.  At  length  he  afked  it  as  a  favour,  that  they 
would  not  commend  him  any  more.  Not,  faid  he,  that 
I  do  not  love  praife,  efpecially  when  it  is  bellowed  by 
fuch  good  judges  of  virtue  ;  but  becailfe  I  am  apprehen- 
iive  of  being  too  fond  of  it  :  it  corrupts  mankind,  it 
makes  them  full  of  themfelves,  and  renders  them  vain 
and  preiumptuous :  We  Ihould  deferve  and  hum  it. 
There  is  a  refemblance  between  the  juded  and  moil 
groundless  praifes;  and  tyrants,  the  moll  wicked  of  all 
men,  are  thofe  who  caufe  themfelves  to  be  praifed  the 
moll  by  flatterers.  What  pleafure  is  there  in  being  com¬ 
mended  like  them  ?  Valuable  praife  is  that  which  you 
will  give  me  in  my  abfence,  if  I  am  happy  enough  to  de¬ 
ferve  it.  If  you  think  me  really  virtuous,  you  mud  allb 
think  me  moded  and  apprehenlive  of  vanity.  Spare  me 
therefore  if  you  edeem  me,  and  do  not  praife  as  if  I  were 
enamoured  of  applauie. 

?  Telemachus  having  fpoken  thus,  made  no  reply  to 
tnofe  who  continued  to  extol  him  to  the  Ikies,  and- by  an 
air  of  indifference  quickly  put  a  dop  to  the  encomiums 
they  bedowed  upon  him.  1  hey  began  to  apprehend 
that  their  praifes  were  offenlive  ;  but  their  admiration  in¬ 
creafed,  every  one  knowing  the  tenderwefs  he  had  Ihowed 
for  Pifidratus,  and  the  care  he  had  taken  to  pay  him  the 
lad  offices  of  friendfhip.  The  whole  army  v/as  more 
affeCted  with  thefe  marks  of  the  goodnefs  of  his  heart, 
than  with  the  amazing  proofs  he  had  given  of  his  wifdom 
and  valour.  He  is  wife,  he  is  valiant,  laid  they  in  pri¬ 
vate  to  each  other  ;  he  is  beloved  of  the  Gods,  and  the 
true  hero  of  our  age;  he  is  more  than  human.  But  all 
this  is  only  marvellous  and  matter  of  adonilhment.  He 
is  humane,  he  is  good,  he  is  a  faithful  and  an  affectionate 
friend ;  he  is  compaflionate,  liberal,  beneficent,  and 
wholly  theirs  whom  he  ought  to  love ;  he  is  the  delight  of 

thofe 
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de  ceux  qui  vivent  avec  lui ;  il  s’eft  defait  de  fa  hauteur 
de  Toll  indifference  &  de  fa  fierte.  Voila  «  ftul  _ 
d’ufap-e,  voila  ce  qui  touche  les  cceurs,  voila  ce  qui  nous 
attenarit  pour  lui,  &  nous  rend  fenfibies  h  routes  les  ver- 
tuS  .  voill  ce  qui  fait  que  nous  donnenons  torn  nos  vies  . 

P°A  peine  ces  difcours  furent-ils  finish  qu’on  fe  hata  de 
narl'er  de  la  neceflite  de  donner  un  roiauxDaumens.  La 
plupart  des  princes  qui  etoient  dans  le  conleih  op«o^ 
qu’il  falloit  partager  entre  eux  ce  pays,  comm  une _ter 
conouife.  On  offrit  a  Telemaque  pour  fa  part  la  fertile 
conn-ee  d’Arpi,  qui  porte  deux  fois  l’an  les  ncnes  dons 
de  Ores,  les  doux  prefens  de  Bacchus,  &  les  fruits  ou- 
iours  verts  de  l’olivier  confacre  a  Minerve.  Cette  terr  , 
lui  difoit-on,  doit  vous  faire  oublier  la  pauvre  Ithaque 
avec  fes  cabanes,  &  les  rochers  affreux  de  Dulichie,  & 
les  bois  fauvages  de  Zacynthe.  Ne  cnerchez  Plus 
vntre  nere  qui  doit  etre  peri  dans  les  dots  au  promon- 
toire  de  Capharee,  par  la  vengeance  de  Nauplius  &  par 
la  colere  debleptune  ;  ni  votre  mere  que  fes  amans  pof- 
fddent  depuis  votre  depart ;  ni  votre  patne,  dont  la 
terre  n’eflf point  favorifee  du  ciel,  comme  celle  que  nous 
vous  offrons.  II  dcoutoit  patiemment  ces  dilcours^  mms 
les  rochers  de  Thrace  &  de  Theffalie  ne  font  Pas  P‘  5 

fourds  ni  plus  infenljbles  aux  flaintes  des  amans  delef- 

peres,  que  Telemaque  l’etoit  a  toutcs  ces  oft  res. 

Pour  moi,  repondit-il,  je  ne  fuis  touche  ni derichefles 
ni  de  d'dices.  Qu’importe  de  podeder  une  plus  g 
etendue  de  terre,  &  de  commander  a  un  plus  grand  ncm- 
bre  d’homm"?  On  n’en  a  que pl«3<Pemb^ &  moms 
de  liberte.  La  vie  eft  affez  pleme  de  malheurs  pour  1 
homines  les  plus  fages  .&  les  plus  moderes  fans  y  ajouter 
e™  peL  de  ^ouverner  les  autres  hommes  mdocrles 
inquiets,  injuftes,  trompeurs  &  ingrats.  Opand  0 ' 
etre  le  maitre  des  hommes  pour  1  amour  de * 
n’y  regardant  que  fa  propre  autorite,  fes  P  a.firs  &  i 
oloire°  on  eft  impie,  on  eft  tyran,  on  eft  le  he,.u 
f  eme  humain.  Quand  au  contraire  on  ne  vent  gouver- 
ner  its  hommes  qm  felon  les  vraies  regies  pour  leur  pro- 
ore  bien:  on  eft  moins  leur  maitre  que  leur  tuteur  , 

nui  eft  infinie,  &  on  eft  bien  eloigne 
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thofe  who  live  with  him  ;  he  has  diverted  himfelf  of  his 
haughtinefs,  indifference  and  pride.  This  is  what  is 
ufeful,  this  is  what  touches  the  hearty  this  is  what  en¬ 
dears  him  to  us,  and  makes  us  affefled  with  all  his  vir¬ 
tues  :  This  is  what  makes  us  all  ready  to  lay  down  our 
lives  for  him. 


As  foon  as  thefe  difcourfe?  were  ended,  the  council 
confidered  the  neceffity  of  giving  the  Daunians  a  king. 
Moll  of  the  princes  who  were  prefent,  were  of  opinion 
that  they  ought  to  divide  Daunia,  as  a  conquered  coun¬ 
try,  among  themfelves  ;  and  they  offered  Telemachus 
for  his  fhare  the  fertile  territory  of  Arpi,  which  twice  in 
a  year  yields  the  rich  presents  of  Ceres,  the  delicious- 
gifts  of  Bacchus,  and  the  ever-verdant  fruits  of  the  olive, 
a  tree  facred  to  Minerva.  This  country  laid  they,  ought 
to  make  you  forget  the  barren  Ithaca  and  its  cottages, 
the  frightful  rocks  of  Dulichium,  and  the  Tavage  woods 
of  Zacynthus.  Go  no  longer  in  quell  of  your  father, 
who  without  doubt  perifhed  in  the  waves  at  the  promon¬ 
tory  of  Caphareus,  through  the  vengeance  of  Nauplius 
and  the  wrath  of  Neptune  ;  nor  of  your  mother,  who  has 
yielded  to  her  fuitors  fince  your  departure  ;  nor  of 
your  country,  whole  foil  is  not  lo  favoured  of  heaven  as 
that  which  we  offer  you.  He  heard  thefe  difcourfes  with 
patience;  but  the  rocks  of  Thrace  and  Theffaly  are  not 
more  deaf  andinfenfible  to  the  plaints  of  defpairing  lovers, 
than  Telemachas  was  to  all  thefe  offers. 

For  my  part,  replied  he,  I  am  riot  affc fled  with  riches 
and  pleaiures.  What  profits  it  to  poffefs  a  greater  extent 
of  land,  and  to  govern  a  greater  number  of  men  ?  The 
prince- thereby  but  encreafes  his  trouble,  and  leifens  his 
liberty.  Even  the  wifefl  and  moft  moderate  perfons 
find  mifery  enough  in  life,  without  adding  to  it  the  toils 
of  governing  intraflable,  relllefs,  unjuit,  falfe  and  un¬ 
grateful  men.  When  a  man  feeks  to  be  the  mailer  of 
others  for  his  own  lake,  and  regards  nothing  but  his  own 
authority,  pleafures  and  glory ;  he  is  impious,  and  a 
tyrant,  and  the  fcourge  or'  the  human  race.  When  on 
the  contrary  he  endeavours  to  govern  them  according  to 
right  maxims,  and  only  for  their  own  good,  he  is  not  fo 
much  their  mailer  as  their  guardian  ;  he  gets  nothing  by 
it  but  infinite  trouble,  and  is  far  from  deiiring-  to  ilretch 

his 
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de  vouloir  etendre  plus  loin  fon  autorite.  Le  berger 
qul  ne  mange  point  le  troupeau,  qui  le  defend  des  loups 
en  expofant  fa  vie,- qui  veille  nuit  &  jour  pour  le  con- 
duire  dans  les  bons  paturages,  n’a  point  d'envie  d  aug- 
xnenter  le  nombre  de  fes  moutons,  Si  d’enlever  ceux  de 

fon  voifin  ;  ce  feroit  augmenter  fa  perne.  Qnoique  je 
a’aye  jamais  gonverne,  ajoutdit  Telemaque,  j  ai  appns 
par  les  loix,  &  par  les  hommes  fages  qui  les  ont  faites, 
combien  il  eft  penible  de  conduire  les  y dies  &  les  roy- 
aumes.  Je  fuis  done  content  de  raa  pauvre  Ithaque  ; 
quoi  qu’elle  foit  petite  &  pauvre,  j’aurai  affez  de  gloire, 
pourvu  que  j’y  regne  avec  juftice,  courage  &  piete. 
Encore- meme  n’y  regnerai-je  que  trop  tot.  rl-aiie  aux 
Dieux,  que  mon  pere,  echappe  a  la  tureur  des  vagues, 
y  puiffe  regner.  jufqu’a  la  plus  extreme  vieillefte,  &  que 
je  puiffe  apprendre  long-terns  fous  lui  comment  il  taut 
vaincre  fes  pafiions,  pour  favoir  moderer  celles  oe  tout 

UnEPnfune  Telemaque  dit :  Ecoutez,  6  princes  aflembles 
ici,  ce  que  je  crois  vous  devoir  dire  pour  votre  mteret. 
Sivousdonnez  aux  Dauniens  un  roi  jufte,  il  les  c0^“ 
duira  avec  juftice,  il  leur  apprendra  combien  il  eft  utile 
de  conierver  la  bonne  foi,  &  de  n’ufurper  jamais  le  bien 
de  fes  voifins.  C’eft  ce  qu’ils  n’ont  jamais  pu  aprendre 
fous  rimpie  Adrafte.  >  Tandis  qu’ils  feront  conduits  par 
un  roi  fage  &  modere,  vous  n’aurez  nen  a  cramdre. 
Ils  vous  devront  ce  bon  roi  que  vous  leur  aurez  donne  : 
ils  -vous  devront  la  paix  &  la  profperite  dont  ils  jouiront. 
Ces  peuples,  loin  de  vous  attaquer,  vous  beniront  Ians 
ceffe,  &  le  roi  &  le  peuple  feront  l’ouvrage  de  vos 
mains.  Si  au  contraire,  vous  voulez  partager  leur  pays 
entre  vous,  void  les  malheurs  que  je  vous  predis.  Ce 
f  -neuple  pouffe  au  deieipoir  recommencera  la  guerre  ;  il 
combattra  juftement  pour  fa  liberie,  &  les  Dieux  en- 
nemis  de  la  tyrannic  combattront  avec  liu.  t>i  les 
Dieux  s’en'melent,  tot  ou  tard  vous  ferez  con  fond  us, 
&  vos  profperite s  fe  diffiperont  comme  la  fumee.  Le 
confeil  &  la  fageffe  feront  otes  a  vos  cnefs,  le  courage  a 
vosarmees,  l’abondance  a  vos  terres.  Vous  vous  flat- 
terez,  vous  ferez  temeraires  dans  vos  entreprifes,  vous 
ferez  taire  les  gens  de  bien  qui  voudront  dire  la  vente  , 
vous  tomberez  tout-a-coup,  &  l’on  dira  de  vous :  Sont- 


Book  XXI.  T  E  L,  E  M  A  G  H  LI  S.  132 

his  authority  farther.  The  Ihepherd  who  does  not  prey 
upon  his  flock,  who  defends  it  again#  wolves  at  the  ha* 
zard  of  his  life,  and  watch  >s  both  night  and.  day  to  lead 
it  into  rich  paftures,  has  no  ueure  to  encreafe  the  number 
'  of  his  fheep,  nor  to  feizo  on  thofe  of  his  neighbour  ;  this 
were  to  increafe  Ills  toils.  Though  I  havp  never  govern¬ 
ed,  added  Telemachus,  yet  have  1  learnt  from  laws  and 
wile  legiflators,  how  painful  an  office  it  is  to  rule  cities 
and  kingdoms.  I  am  therefore  contented  with  my  bar¬ 
ren  Ithaca.  Though  it  be  imall  and  barren,  I  lhall  ac¬ 
quire  fufficient  glory,  if  I  reign  over  it  with  juftice, 
courage  and  piety.  My  reign  will  even  commence  but 
too  foon.  Thp  Gods  grant  that  my  father,  efcaping 
the  fury  of  the  billows,  may  reign  over  it  to  the  ex¬ 
treme#  old  age,  and  that  I  may  long  learn  under  him 
how  to  fubdue  my  paffions,  in  order  to  know  how_  to 
govern  thofe  of  a  whole  nation  ! 

Telemachus  then  faid.  Hear,  ye  aflembled  princes, 
what  I  think  myfelf  obliged  to  fay  to  you  for  your  own 
intere#.  If  you  give  the  Daunians  a  juft  king,  he  will 
govern  them  with  juftice,  and  teach  them  how  benefi¬ 
cial  it  is  to  prelerve  their  fmceritv,  and  never  to  ufurp 
the  dominions  of  their  neighbours  ;  which  they  could 
never  learn  under  the  impious  Adraftus.  While  they 
are  iwayed  by  a  wife  and  moderate  prince,  you  will- 
have  nothing  to  apprehend  from  them.  They  will  be 
indebted  to  you  for  the  good  king  that  you  will  have 
given  them  ;  they  will  be  indebted  to  you  for  the  peace 
and  profperity  they  will  enjoy.  Inftead  of  attacking 
they  will  continually  blefs  you,  and  both  the  prince  and 
the  people  will  be  the  work  of  your  hands.  If  on  the 
contrary  you  divide  their  country  among  yourfelves,  the 
evils  which  will  enfue,  and  of  which  I°tell  Tou  before¬ 
hand,  are  thefe  :  The  Daunians  driven  to  de'fpair  will 
begin  the  war  again  ;  they  will  juftiy  fight  for  their  li¬ 
berty,  and  the  Gods,  who  are  enemies  to  tyranny,  wil] 
flght  for  them.  And  if  the  Gods  interfere,  you  will 
fooner  or  later  be  confounded,  and  your  profperity  will 
vanifh  like  fmoke.  Counlel  and  wifdom  will  be  taken 
from  your  commanders,  courage  from  your  armies,  and 
fertility  froiti  your  lands.  You  will  deceive  yourfelves 

>  with 
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“  f  n„  la  ces  peaples  floriflims  qui  devoient  faire  la  loi 

f^ute  la  terre*?  Et  nontenant  ils  fuyent  devant  leurs 

*  •  Ils  font  le  iouet  des  nations  qm  les  foulent 
ennemis  xls  font  le  jo  fait :  voila  ce 

“  CSiJK  p.V  »!•«». 

mains. 

D. 

•r.ri.T»P  <r 

rindre  la  Ubertf  commune  de  l’Hefpme  centre  l’ufur- 
defendre  la  lib  deviendra  odieufe .  &  c’eft  vous-memes 

pateur  A  V<?nrvles  accuferont  avec  raifon  de  vouloir 
que  t0US,  eS  ^e  nniverfelle.  Mais  'je  fuppofe  que 
tmP  foyeiyvXrieux  &  des  Dauniens  &  de  .tous  les 
\ous  i  >  rette  viftoire  vous  detruira  ;  voici  com- 

autres  Pe"Pk“  >  “  Ue  cette  entreprife  vous  d6funira 

ffie,lt-  Comme  eUe^eft  point  fondee  fur  la  juftice, 

tous*  >  mint  de  regie  pour  bofner  entre  vous  les 
vous  P0;hic“  .rXcuP„  voudra  que  fa  part  de  la 

pretentions  de  *“un,cl  ;ffance  ^  d>entre 

conquete  foU  proportioripe  ^  ^  ^ 

vous  n  £>ura  a<  Voilii  la  fource  d’une  guerre, 

TJXoF petilenfens  ne  verront  pas  la  fin.  Ne  vaut- 
m:eUX  etre  jufte  &  modere,  que  de  fuivre  fon 
il  pas.  m  .  i  au  travers  Qe  tant  de 

ambition  avec  tant  de  p  nrofonde,  les  plaifirs 


j  >  r-mitie  de  fes  voiims,  ia  giunc  wo  *  r 

d  Me  de  fa  iuftice,  l’autorite  qu’on  acquiert  en  fe  ren¬ 
table  de  la  jui.  fo.  1>arbkre  de  tons  les  peoples 

dant  par  r  des  biens  plus  defirables  que 

t  foil-  vanite  d’une  conquete  mjufte  ?  O  princes  o 
. '  .  „c  VOvez  aue  ie  vous  parle  fans  mteret.  E- 
I01S  Tnr  cehii  <uii  vous  aime  affez  poor  voos  con- 
“  &  pour  VOUS  deplaire,  en  vous  reprefentant  la 

™f,ot  mie  Telcmaque  parloit  ainfi  avec  une  auto- 

rite  qu’on  Ufvgl&te 

5  «  W  confos  qoi  fe  repandit 
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with  la. ire  hopes,  you  wil!  be  ralh  in' your  enterprises  - 

you  vT/i  fa  ino?  M  Pr0bi7.wh0  tel!  7°"  thePtruth; 

Are  ritefe  ,  1 1  a.nd  “  wil>  b<=  faid  of  you, 

'  ,  ,  rio“ni!ung'  nations  who  were  to  stive  law 

to  the  whole  earth  ?  Lo  !  they  flv  heW  Vld  g  • 

;  £  g  *»>»  f  -hi sx™ 

.^45SW4T^r  ,s  a&s? 

pg  nations  again!!:  you.  Your. confederacy  fofmed  to 

wilf  become  o^bu11  °fHe^eria  a£ainit  A  draft  us, 

aC  uH  bv  all ;  Md  7°“  70UrfeIves  win  be  juftly 
D  rd  b> rR]l  ths  world  of  aiming  at  univerfal  tvrann  J 

ut  fuppofmg  that  you  are  victorious  over  the  Daunhns 
and  all  other  nations,  this  victory  will  prove  yo  ” 
ftruftion,  and  I  will  tell  you  in  what  manner.  Conftder 
that  this  enterpnze  will  diffolve  your  union  As  it  i« 

SMI:*-  WM  haTC  no  ™>e  to  fettle 
every  claimant  s  pretenftons  among,  yourfelves  •  everv 

one  will  infill  that  his  fnare  of  the  conqueft  be 
tioned'to  his  power  ;  not  one  of  you  will  have  authority 

Lo  i,gl°r.tCe-reft  t0  make  a  P«ceable  partitfom 

will'  not  fee  thi  end  Wj\°f  wblch  >'our  grand-children 

derate  than  re  fn7  S’0*  bfter  t0  be  M  and  mo- 
V?  foi.ow  one  s  ambition  through  fuch  ■> 

mult  tude  of  dangers  and  inevitable  calamities  “  a r* 

“rfr  pr0,0“‘,d  Peace>  its  train  of  fweet  and  innocent 
pleafures,  a  happy  plenty,  the  friendliiip  of  one’s  nefoh 

bo“rs’.  the  g  ory  which  is  infepafable  from  fuftice  fh- 
authority  which  is  acquired  in  rendering  0«felv4  by 

our  integrity  the  arbiter  of  all  foreign  nations  ire  not 

the.e,  I  fay,  more  defirable  bleffifys  than  the  ft-  r°n 

vanity  of  an  unjult  conquer!  l  O  k!  J I  n  1 

voa  fine  r  k,  •  1  ‘  Usings!  (J  princes! 

'■  J  u  r  1  have  no  intereft  m  what  I  fay  have  re 

gard  therefore  to  one  who  loves  you  enough  '  o’cont-  .chfi 

a..a  difpleafe  you,  by  fctting  the  truth  before  y  ou. 

>viX  ^  tb,'S  “ 

other,  and  all.  t{e  alloLlhe/atd  foW  -foT£“'y 
wereadm.ing  the  wiidcm  of  his  counfeli,  thefe  wa" 

M  .  heard 


§ 
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dans  tout  le  camp,  &  qui vint  ju^au  «en 
nolt  l’affemblee;  Un  et range  du- on,^,  armes. 
'der  fur  ces  cotes  avec  un  _  Daroit  heroique 

Cet  inconnu  eft  d’une  Haute  mi  ^  Jms  fonffert,  & 

en  lui  ;  on  voit  aifeme  q  Wdeffus  de  tou'tes  fes 

que  fou  grandDC,0a”br?r|eIe1s  peuples  dn  pays,  qui  ^ardent 
fouftrances.  D  aoora  r  J  rornme  un  ennemi  qui 

les  cotes,  ont  voulu  le  aS^oir  tire  fon  epee 

vient  faire  une  irruption  .  quqi  fauroit  fe  de- 

avec  un  air  intro  pic  e,  ^  .  .  qu»y  ne  demandoit  que 
feridre,  fi  cn  1  attaquon  ,  A  pr^fente  un  rameau 

la  paix  &  1’liofpitaUt^.  Aufftot  d  a .  a  a  de. 

d’oHvier  comme  un  fupplmn  .  g0UVernent  dans 

s&nttvNW*  -  •* 

;t  inconnu  avec  une  maj,.q  c'Stoit  U  Dieu 


cet 


_ nnu  avec  une  maje  ^  le  Dieu 

Hf  •  °n  fumble  fur  les  montagnes  de  Thrace 

fes  troupes  fangutnaires.  ui|tes  fans  doute  af- 

O  vous,  patterns  des  P-  P  >  contrg  pes  ennemis, 
fembles  ici  pour  defend  £  ftes  ]q[%^  £Coutez  un 
ou  pour  faire  fleunr  les  P  ^  ^  Fa{pent  les  Dieux 
homme  que  la  fortune  .  p  fe  fables  malheurs  1  Je 
que  vous  n’eprouviez  jamai  .  bkffai  Venus  au  fiege 
furs  Diomede,  roi  a  Lt  ,  q  p^{pe  me  pourfuit 

de  Troye  La  vengeance  de  cette  D  ^  ,,  Jrefufer 

dans  tout  1  uiiivers.  i  P  ,  livre  a  la  rage  des  vents 
a  la  divine  file  de  la  me  ,  main  re  ^  ^  vaiffeaux 


a  la  divine  fills  de  la  mer,  m  ‘  foqs  m?s  vaiffeaux 

&  des  Acts,  qoi  Venfts  m’a  6te  toute 

contre  les  ecueils.  T  in“°  ma  famille,  &  cette 


centre  les  ecueils.  L'inexo -e  — &  cette 
efp'erance  de  re™  mon  roya  *  yoir  le  jour 

douce  lumiere  du .pa }  s  0  J  j  jamais  tout  ce  qui 

en  naiffant.  Non,  je  Tp  viens  apres/ tant  ce 

m’a  etc  le  plus  cher  aumond peu  de- 

nau: rages  chercher  ur  si  vous  craignez  les 

repos  &  une  retra  .  i  -  /‘-1  f0jn  des  etrangers  ;  ft' 

Dieux  fcftWg  pYa  compaffion,  ne  me  rtfufcz  pa. 
vous  etes  lenftbles  a  la  c  /  de  terre  ftenle,  quel- 

dans  ces  vaftes  pays*.  A,  ou  quelques  rochers  el- 
ques  deferis,  quelques  iao,  ,  1  carpes, 
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heard  a  confufed  noife  which  fnread  <!  .  ,  v 

camp,  and  reached  even  tn  tt,  through  the 

was  held.  A  i-anser  it  if  f -C?  Whefe  the  «1  v 
tin,  coaft  with  a  banTrf  folfcs  TM  ^  0n 

■fen  is  of  a  lofty  mein-  even  ,hT„;  •  ■*  “f0'™  P«- 

one  eaftly  perceives  that  he  has  Offered  alon^h^ ! 

— 

WW  t'rj’ef^d  hS  if  rJrn? 

Upofwhich  if  held  ^  ?**' 

tLf lief rfhLf  fomdefetiae  £P*  fjf  P 

(her  to  be  examined -by  ihn  VdbMkin^ 

aiS5»  srjaotrt  "V 

eaftly  have  been  taken  for  the  ff  f  7'  He,  miSht 

S."  Si  jgtSR  » *“«*:.  5 

*  that  you  may  never  take  the  like  diftrefs >  Tam  TV  g  ^ 
W  of^tolia,  who  wounded  Veit  atf  h”  f  fTof 
Tro) .  The  vengeance  of  that  Goddefs  purfuef  me 
through  the  whole  world.  Nentune  vuhn  c  r  nie 
thing  to  the  divine  daughter  of  the  Yea,  gave  me  uVto 

dalhedmv  W-UP  anc*  ^ie  billows,  which  have  often 
darned  my. fhips  in  pieces  again!!  the  rocks.  Inexorable 

\enus  has  robbed  me  of  all  hopes  of  ever  feeino  a^ain 
my  kingdom,  my  family,  and  that  grateful  fight  of 
the  country  where  I  firh  beheld  the  day.  No  f  l 

=  rPs  f: heifd  i  r  l 

known  mo,s  a  little  ref  fe  & af  fe  £ 

c  !i  Gods  and  efptcxaliy  Jupiter  who  takes  ore 
of  (hangers  ;  tf  you  have  any  fotfe  of  pity,  fffe  ml 

“0t  :Cme  bwea  corner  of  thefe  fpaciousP  regions,  foml 

M  2  defert. 
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“•T-;  tog/nStri"npeM«i' 

utile.  Nous  vivroi.s  en  ies  n6t-res  *  iious  entrerous 

alliance  ;  |oUS  ne  dcfnandons  que  fa  libe«$ 

dans;  totis  vos  i|)cere.s  ,  -  v. 

de  vivre  fekm  nos  loix.  TelgMaoue  ayant 

Pendant  que  Diomede  parlmt  amfi,  d 

leE  yeux  attache?  far  a  par- 

differentes  paflions.  Q  -  .  efn&k  qufe  cet  hortme  ma¬ 
ter  de  fes  longs  maVheut  s,  declard  qu’il  . 

jedueux  feroit  foo  pel  •  i  ;  r  fletrit  Comme 

itoit  Diomede,  le  vifage  de  de  fcrllil. 

une  telle  flew  que;t*  -mS  Diomede, 
de  leurfoufle  o  «el  Jitf , dUe  Divinhe,  l’W- 

qui  le  plaiglioit  de  la  ■■  «  m.;mes  difgraces  fouffertcs 

tendrirent  par  le  fouv  n  4  n, glees  de  douleur  & 

z$&^>rs’*a  le  j6tatout'a'coup 

far  Dfamede  pour  l^mbrafer  v0QS  „ 

Te  fuis,  dit-ii,  ie  ms  /  .  ^  rrAltes  les  eke- 

&  qui  ne  Dieux  Pont  trail*  comme 

vaux  fameux  de  Rhelus.  de  ne  font  pas 

vous  rans  pine.  S;  -  mais  helas !  11  tie  vit  point  pour 
trompeurs,  il  vit  encor  ,  ]e  chercher ;  je  ne 

Hioi.  ]  ai  abandonne  Ithaque  pou  ar  mes 

puis  revoir  maintena.it  m  Itha<W "  1  q  Jv6tres . .  L’a- 

ma'heursad^%Tlf  “  malheureux,  e’eft  quhm.fait 
vantage  qu  d  >  #  ;  Quoique  je  ne  toisici  qu 

compatir  mix  (U  malgre  les 

etranger,  je  puis,  o  g  •  ians  mCn  enfance,  je 

miferes  qui  ont  actable  ma  pat tu <taM n  eft  votre 

n’ai  pas  ete  adez  mal  tleve  pdur  ig  5  inv'mcible  de 

d rSeceIap°rt thille  Ci prccSrer  quelque  ft- 
tous  les  Giecs  apres  n  n  font  humains  ;  lls 

cours.  S.?  ?n“foTertu  ni  vrd  courage,  m  gloire 
faventquilny  aniveitu,  £ur  aioute  un  nouveau 

folide  fans  Vhumamte.  L  J  n  jeur  manqUe 

luftre  a  la  gloire  des  S^d^^"a'is  ^  maiheureux. 
quelque  chofe  tandis  qu  £  »  patience  &  de 

SrU^tu^vIme  attendrit  tous  les  curs 
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def?rt,  fame  Tandy  fpot,  or  fteepy  rocks;  •  where  I  and  my 
companions  may  found  a  city  which  may  at -leaft  be  a 
melancholy  image  of  our  loft  country.  We  only  defire 
fome  fmall  trad  which  is  ufelefs  to  you.  We  will  live  in 

peace  and- ftrid  friendfhip  with  you  ;  your  enemies  fhall 

be  ours;  we  will  efpoufe  all  your  interefts,.  'and  defire 
nothing  but  to  live  according  to  our  own  laws. 

.  "While  Diomedes  was  fpeakmg  thus,  Telemachus  keep¬ 
ing  his-eyes  .fixed  upon  him,  diicovered  all  the  different 
p  illions  in  his  countenance.  When  Diomed  began  to 
mention  his  long  fufterings,  he  hoped  that  this  majeftick 
perfon  would  prove  to  be  his  father.  As  foon  as  he  had 
declared  that  he.  was  Diomed,  Telemachus’s  countenance 
withered  like  a  beautirul  flower,  blafted  by  the  cruel 
breath  of  the  bitter  north  winds.,  .  And  at  laft  Diomed ’s 
complaint  of  the  implacable  wrath  of  a  Goddefs  melted 
his  foul,  by  reviving. his  idea  of  the  like  calamities  which 
his  father  and  he  had  fufFered  ;  tears  of  grief  and  joy  run 
down  his  cheeks,  and  he  immediately  fell  upon  Diomede 
neck  and  embraced  him. 

I  am,  faid  he,  the  Ion  of  UJyfies  whom  you  formerly 
knew,  and  who  was  not  unufeful  Jo  you  when  you  feized 
the  famous  horfes  of  Rhefus.  The  Gods  have  treated 
him  as  well  as  you  without  mercy.  If  there  is  truth  in 
the  oracles  of  Erebus,  he  is  flill  alive;  but  alas  !  he  lives 
noi  for  me.  I  have  abandoned  Ithaca  in  queft  of  him, 
Tut  I  cannot  find  him,  nor  my  way  back  to  Ithaca. 
Judgp  by  my  diftrpfs  of  my  pity  for  yours.  The  benefit 
or  afflictions  is  to  .learn  to  fympathize  with  others  in  their 
troubles.  Though  1  am  but  a  flranger  here,  yet  have  I  ■ 

.  ..the  power,  O  mighty  Diomed,  (for  notwithstanding  the 
mi  fries  wnich  overvyhelmed  my  country  in  my  infancy, 

I  have  not  been  fo  ill  educated  as  to  be  ignorant  of  your 
glory  in  battle  ;)  I  have  the  power  I  fay,  O  moftinvin- 
cible  of  all  the  Greeks  next  to  Achilles,  to  procure  you 
fome  relief.  The- princes  here  prefent  are  humane ;  they 
are  fenfible  that  there  is  no  virtue,  no  true  courage,  no  folid 
gloi}?  without  humanity.  Misfortune  adds  a  new  luftre  to 
the  glory  of  the  great.  They  a! e  not  perfed,  till  they  have 
laiied  or  adverfity ;  their  lives  not  affording  examples  of 
patience  and  fortitude.  Virtue  in  diftrefs  melts  every 
*  heart  widen  has  any  rclifh  for  virtue.  Leave  the  care 

M  3  therefore 
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qui  ont  quelque  gout  pour  la  vertu.  Laiflez-nous  done 
le  foin  de  vous  confoler  ;  puifque  les  Dieux  vous  menent 
a  nous,  e’eft  un  prefent  qu’ils  nous  font,  &  nous  devons 
nous  croire  heurqux  de  pouvoir  adoucir  vos  pemes. 

Pendant  qiPil  parloit,  Diomede  yitonne  le  regaraoit 
fixement.  Sc  fentoit  fon  cceur  tout  emu.  Ils  s  embrai- 
foient  comme  srils  avoient  ete  long-tems  lies  d  une  amitie 
etroite.  O  digue  fils  cal  lage  Moit Diomede, 

je  reconnois  en  vous  la  douceur  de  ion  vifage,  la  grace  de 
fes  difeours,  la  force  de  fon  eloquence,  la  noblefle  de  ies 
-  fentimens,  &  la  fagefle  de  fes  penfees. 


.  Cependant  Philoftete  embrafla  le  grand  fils  de  Tydee  ; 

Ils  fe  raconterent  leurs  trifles  aventures.  Enluite  Phi- 
loftete  lui  dit :  Sans  doute  vous  ferez  bien  aiie  de  revoir 
le  fage  Neftor;  il  vient  de  perdre  Pififtrate  le  dernier  de 
fes  enfans ;  il  ne  lui  refte  plus  dans  la  vie  qu  un  chemm 
de  larmes  qui  le  mene  vers  le  tombeau.  Venez  le  con¬ 
foler.  Un  ami  malheureux  eft  plus  prepre  qu  un  autre 

a  foulager  fon  coeur.  ■  „ 

Ils  allerent  auflitot  danslatente  de  Neftor,  quijecon- 
mit  a  peine  Diomede,  tant  la  trifteffe  abattoit  fon  efpnt 
&  fes  fens.  D’abord  Diomede  pleura  avec  lui,  &  leur 
entrevue  futpour  le  vieillard  un  redoublement  de  doufour ;  ^ 
mais  peu  a  peu  la  prefence  de  cet  ami  appana  fon  coeur* 
On  reconnut  aifement  que  fes  maux  etoient.  un  peu  u  - 
pendus  par  le  plaifir  de  raconter  ce  qu’il  avoit  fouftert,  & 
d’entendre  a  fon  tour  ce  qui  etoit  arrive  a  Diomede. 

Pendant  qu’ils  s’entretenoient,  les  rois  aftembles  avec 
Telemaque  examinoient  ce  qu’ils  devoient  faire.  i  e.e- 
maque  leur  confeilloifc  de  donner  a  Diomecie  le  pays  d  - 
Arpi,  &  de  choifir  pour  roi  des  baumens  Polydamas  qui 
etoit  de  leur  nation.  Ce  Polydamas  etoit  un  fameux  ca- 
pitaine  qu’ Adrafte,  par  jaloufie  n’avoit  jamais  voulu  em¬ 
ployer,  de  peur  que  l’on  n’attribuat  a  cet  homme  ate 
le  fucces  dont  il  efperoit  d’avoir  feul  toute  la  gloire. 
Polydamas  P avoit  fouvent  avert!  en  particular,  qu  il 
expofoit  trop  fa  vie  &  le  falut  de  fon  etat  dans  cette  guerre 
contre  tant  de  nations  conjurees  ;  il  l’avoit  voulu  engager 
a  tenir  une  conduit-e  plus  droite  &  plus  mo  eree  acL 
voifms  :  mais  les  hommes  qui  haiftent  la  vente,  haiifent 
aufli  les  gens  qui  ont  la  hardiefle  de  la  dire.  -Ils  ne  font 
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therefore  of  your  confolation  to  us ;  fmee  the  Gods,  in 
fending  you  hither,  confer  a  favour  upon  us,  and  we 
ought  to  think  ourfelves  happy  in  Kefng  able  to  foften 
youf  miferigs. 

While  he  was  fpeaking,  Diomed  looked  ftedfaflly  and 
with  aftonilhment  upon  him,  and  found  his  heart  greatly 
afredted.  They  embraced  as  if  they  hadbeen  long  bound 
in  the  bands  of  a  llridt  friendfhip.  O  worthy  fon  of  the 
wife  UlyfTes,  faid  Diomed,  I  perceive  in  you  the  fweet- 
nels  of  his  countenance,  the  grace  of  his  fpeech,  the 
ftrength  of  his  eloquence,  the  noblenefs  of  his  fentiments, 
and  the  wifdom  of  his  thoughts. 

Philodletes  then  embraced  the  great  fon  of  Tydeusv 
and  they  related  to  each  other  their  difaflrous  adventures. 
Philodletes  afterwards  faid.  You  will  without  doubt  be 
very  glad  to  fee  the  fage  Neftor  ;  he  has  juft  Iod  Pififtra- 
tus  the  laffc  of  his  children,  Jand  all  that  is  now  left  him 
in. life  is  a  tearful  path  which  leads  him  to  the  grave. 
Come  and  footh  his  grief ;  an  unfortunate  friend  is  fitter 
than  any  other  to  allay  the  anguifh  of  his  heart. 

Hereupon  they  repaired  to  Neftor’s  tent,  whofe  mind 
and  fenfes  were  fo  depreft  by  grief,  that  he  hardly  knew 
Diomed  again.  At  firft  Diomed  wept  with  him,  and 
their  interview  redoubled  the  old  man’s  forrow  ;  but  by 
degrees  the  prefence  of  this  friencf  relieved  his  heart,  and 
one  might  eafily  perceive  that  his  woes  were  a  little  fuf- 
pended  by  the  pleafure  of  reciting  his  fufferings,  and  of 
hearing  in  his  turn  what  had  happened  to  Diomed. 

While  they  were  difcourfing  together,  the  affembled 
kings  and  Telemachus  were  confidering  what  they  were 
to  do.  Telemachus  advifed  them  to  give  Diomed  the 
country  of  Arpi,  and  to  chufe  Polydamas,  who  was  of 
their  nation,  king  of  the  Daunians.  This  Polydamas 
was  a  famous  general  whom  Adraflus  through  jealoufy 
would  never  employ,  left  the  fuccefs  of  his  arms,  of 
-which  he  hoped  alone  to  have  all  the  glory,  fhould  be  at-, 
tributed  to  this  able  commander.  Polydamas  had  often 
told  him  in  private,  that  he  expofed  his  life  and  the  fafety 
of  the  date  too  much  in  this  war  againft  fo  many  confe¬ 
derate  nations,  and  had  endeavoured  to  prevail  on  him 
tc?  °^erve  a  more  upright  and  moderate  conduct  towards 
his  neighbours ;  but  men  who  hate  the  truth,  hate  thofe 

M  4  alfo. 
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touches,  ni  de  leur  fmcerite,  ni  de  lettr  zele,  ni  de  leUr 
defmtereftement.  Une  profperite  trompeufe  endurciffoit 
le  coeur  d’ Adrafte  centre  les  plus  falutaires  conieils.  Eli 
ne  les  fuivant  pas,  il  triomphoit  tous  ks  jours  de  fes  en- 
nemis.  La  hauteur,  la  mauvaife  foi,  la  violence  mettoi- 
cnt  toujours  la  viftorie  dans^fon  parti-.  Tous  les  majhcurs 
dont  Polydamrs  Lavoit  fi  long- terns  menace,  n’arrivoient  - 
'pas.  Adrafte  fe  moquoit  d’une  fagede  timid e  qui  pre- 
voit  toujours  les  inconveniens.  Polydamas  lui  etoit  in- 
fuppor table.  II  1'eloigna  de  toutes  les  charges  ;  il  le 
lailla  languir  dans  la  folitude  Sc  dans  la  pauvrete. 


D’abord  Polydamas  fut  accable  de  cette  difgrace  ; 
ixiais  elleiui  donna  ce  qui  lui  manquoit,  en  lui  ouvrant 
les  yeux  fur  la  vanite  des  grandes  fortunes.  Il  devint 
fage  a  fes  depens ;  il  fe  rejouit  d’avoir  ete  malheureux  ; 
il  apprit  peu  a  peu  a  fouffrir,  a  vivre  peu,  a  fe  nour- 
rir  tranquillemerit  de  laverite,  acultiver  en  lei  les  vertus 
fecretes  qui  font  encore  plus  ellimables  que  les  eclatantes ; 
enfm  a  fe  pafler  des  homines.  Il  demeura  au  pied  du 
mont  Gar e art  dans  tin  deiert,  ou  un  rochey  en  demi-voute 
lui  fervoit  de  toit ;  uii  ruifteau  qui  tomboit  de  la  montagne, 
appaifoit  fa  foi f;  ouelques  arbres'  lui  donnoient  leurs 
fruits.  Il  avoit  deux  eiciaves  qui  cultivqient  un  petit 
'champ,  il  travailloit  lui-meme  avec  eux  de  ies  propres 
mains.  La  terre  le  payort  de  fes  pemes  avec  ufure,  Sc 
k  laiftbit  manquer  de  rien  ;  'il  avoit  non  feulement 
des  fruits  &  dcs  legumes  en  abondance,  mais  encore  tou¬ 
tes  fortes  de  fkurs  odcriferantes.  ‘  La  il  deploroit  le  mal- 
heurdes  peoples,  que  T ambition  infenfee  d’un  roi  en¬ 
frame  a  leur  perte.  La  il  attendoit  eftaque  jour  que  les  - 
Dieux  Julies,  quoique  patiens,  fiffertt  tomber  Adrafte. 
?ius  fa  prefperite  croilfoit,  plus  il  croyoit?- :*tfoir  ue 
prls  fa  chute  in6vitable  p  car  l’imprudence  heureftfe 
dans  fes  fautes,  &  la  puidance  montee  jui'qu’au  der¬ 
nier  exces  d’ autorite  abfolue,  font  les  avant-coureurs 
du  renverfement  des  rois  &  des  royaumes.  Quand  il  ap¬ 
prit  la' defaite  &  la  mort  d’ Adrafte,  il  ne  temoigna  au- 
cune  joie,  ni  de  1’avoir  pnivue,  ni  d’etre  del.vre  de  ce 
tyran  ;  il  gemit  feulement  par  la  crainte  de  voir  les  Dau- 
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alfo  who  are  bold  enough  to  fpeak  ft,  and  are  not  afreft- 
ed  with  their  fmcerity,  their  zeal,  or  difmtereftednefs. 
The  feducements  of  profperity  hardened  Adraftus’s  heart 
again#  the  mo#  wholelome  counfels.  By  .not  following 
them,  he  daily  triumphed  over  his  enemies  ;  for  haugh- 
tinefsj  breach  of  faith  and  violence  continually  made  him 
vi&orious.  The  evils  with  which  Polydamas  had  fo  long 
threatened  him  did  not  happen.  Adraftus  laughed  at  an 
apprehenfive  wiidom,  which  was  perpetually  forefeeing 
inconveniencies.  Polydamas  became  infupportable  to 
him  ;  he  was  removed  from  all  his  polls,  and  left  to  lan- 
guifh  in  folitude  and  poverty. 

Polydamas  was  at  fir#  greatly  deje&ed  at  this  difgrace  j 
but  it  gave  him  what  he  wanted,  by  fhowing  him  the 
vanity  of  exalted  ftations.  He  became  wife  at  his  own 
expence  ;  he  rejoiced  that  he  had  been  unfortunate  ;  he 
learned  by  degrees  to  fuffer,  to  live  upon  a  little,  calmly 
to  nourifh  his  foul  with  the  truth,  to  cultivate  fecret  vir¬ 
tues,  which  are  of  much  greater  worth  than  the  glaring  ; 
in  fine,  to  live  without  mankind.  He  dwelt  in  a  defert 
at  the  foot  of  mount  Garganus,  where  an  half-arched 
rock  ferved  him  for  a  houfe  ;  a  brook  which  fell  from  a 
mountain,  faked  his  thirft,  and  fome  trees  prefented  him 
their  fruits.  He  had  two  Haves,  who  tilled  a  little  field, 
with  whom  he  himfelf  toiled  with  his  own  hands.  The 
earth  liberally  rewarded  him  for  his  pains,  and  fufFered 
him  to  want  for  nothing  ;  he  had  not  only  fruits  and  pulfe 
in  abundance,  but  all  forts  of  fragrant  flowers  alfo. 
There  he  deplored  the  mifery  of  nations.  Which  the  mad 
ambition  of  a  prince  harries  on  to  their  ruin.  There  he 
daily  expelled  that  the  righteous  Gods,  notwithftanding 
their  forbearance,  would  crulh  the  impious  Adraftus. 
The  more  his  profperity  increafed,  the  nearer  he  thought 
he  iaw  his  inevitable  fall ;  for  imprudent  meafures  at¬ 
tended  with  fuccefs,  and  power  lerewed  up  to  the  highe# 
pitch  of  abfolute  ^authority,  are  the  forerunners  of  the 
downfall  of  kings  and  kingdoms.  When  he  heard  of 
Adraftus  s  defeat  and  death,  he  difeovered  no  joy  that  he 
had  fordeen  it,  nor  that  he  was  rid  of  the  tyrant ; 
he  only  grieved  left  he  fhould  fee  the  Daunians  in  fer- 
vitude. 
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Voila  rHomme  que  Telemaque  propofa  pour  le  faire 
regner  II  y  avoit  deja  quelque  terns  qu’il  connoiffoit 
fon  courage  Sc  fa  vertn  ;  ear  Telemaque  felon  les  confeils 
'  de  Mentor  ne  ceflbit  de  s’informer  par-tout  des  qualites 
bonnes  &  mauvaifes  de  toutes  les  perfonnes  qui  etoient  ' 
dans  quelque  emploi  confiderable,  non  feulement  dans 
les  nations  alliees  qui  fervoient  en  cette  guerre,,  mais  en- 
core  chez  les  ennemis.  Son  principal  fom  etoit  de  de-. 
couvrir  &  d’  examiner  par-tout  les  homines  qui  avoient 
quelque  talent,  ou  une  vertu  particuliere. 

Les  princes  allies  eurent  d’abord  quelque  repugnance 
a  mettre  Polydamas  dans  la  royautd.  Nous  avons  eprouve, 
difoient-ils,  combien  un  roi  des  Dauniens,  quand  ll  aime 
la  guerre,  &  qu’il  fait  la  faire,  eftredoutable  afes  voifins. 
Polydamas  eft  un  grand  papitaine,  &  il  peut  nous  jeter 
dans  de  grands  perils.  Mais  Telemaque  leur  repondit : 
Polydamas,  il  eft  vrai,  fait  la  guerre,  mais  il  aime  la 
paix  *  &  voila  les  deux  chofes  qu’il-faut  fouhaiter.  Un 
homme  qui  connoit  les  malheurs,  les  dangers  Sc  }es  diffi¬ 
culties  de  la  guerre,  eft  bien  plus  capable  de  l’eviter,  qu^ 
un  autre  qui  n’en  a  aucune  experience.  Il  a  appris  a 
eouter  le  bonheur  d’une  vie  tranquile  ;  il  a  condamne 
les  entreprifes  d’ Adrafte  ;  il  en  a  prevu  les  fuites  funeftes. 
Un  prince  foible,  &  ignorant  eft  plus  a  craindre  pour 
vous,  qu’un  homme  qui  connoitra,  &  qui  decidera  tout 
par  lui-meme..  Le  prince  foible,  ignorant  &  fans  expe¬ 
rience,  ne  verra  que  par  les  yeux  d’un  favon  paffionne, 
©u  d’un  miniftre  fiatteur,  inquiet  Sc  ambitieux,  Ainfi  ce 
prince  aveugle  s’engagera  a  la  guerre  fans  la  vouloir 
faire ;  vous  ne  pourrez  jamais  vous  affurer  de  lui,  car  it 
ne  pourra  jamais  etre  fur  de  lui-meme  ;  il  vous  manquera 
de  parole,  il  vous  reduira  bientot  a  cette  extremite,  qu’il 
faudra,  ou  que  vous  le  faffiez  perir,  ou  qu’il  vous  accable. 
N’eft-il  pas  plus  utile,  plus  fur,  &  en  merae  terns  plus 
jufte  Sc  plus  noble,  de  repondre  fidelement  a  la  confiance 
des  Dauniens,  Sc  de  leur  donner  un  roi  digne  de  com¬ 
mander  i  f 

Toute  l’aflemblee  fut  perfuadee  par  ces  difcours.  Un 
alia  pr-opofer  Polydamas  aux  Daunifens,  qui  attendoient 
une  reponfe  avec  impatience.  Quand  ils  entendirent  le 
nom  de  Polydamas,  ils  repondirent : U  Nous  connoiffon s 

bien  maintenant  que  les  princes  allies  veulent  agir  de 
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This  was  the  man  whom  Telemachus  propofe$  to  be 
advanced  to  the  throne.  He  had  forfome  time  been  ac¬ 
quainted  with  his  courage  and  virtue  ;  for  Telemachus, 
according  to  Mentor’s  advice,  was  every  where  continu¬ 
ally  informing  himfelf  of  the  good' and  bad  qualities- of 
all  perfons  who  were  in  any  confiderable  poll,  not  only 
among  the  confederate  nations  who  ferve;d  in  this  wa/-, 
but  among  the  enemy  alfo.  His  principal  care  in  every 
place  was  to  find  out  and  fift  the  men  who  had  any  par-  - 
ticular  talent  or  virtue. 

The  confederate  princes  were  at  firft  a  little  unwilling 
to  place  Polydamas  on  the  throne.  We  have  experienced^ 
faid  they,  how  formidable*  a  king  of  the  Daunians  who 
underflands  and  delights  in  war,  is  to  his  neighbours. 
Polydamas  is  a  great  commander,  and  may  bring  us  into 
great  dangers.  But  Telemachus  replied,  Polydamas 
indeed  underflands  war,  but  he  loves  peace  ;  and  thefe 
are  the  two  very  things  which  we  ought  to  wilh  for.  A 
man  who  knows  the  calamities,  dangers,  and  difficulties 
of  war,  is  much, better  qualified  to  avoid  it  than  one  who 
has  no  experience  of  therm  Polydamas  has  learned  to 
relifh  theTleffings  of  a  quiet  life;  he  condemned  the  en¬ 
terprises  of  Adrafius,  and  forefaw  their  fatal  confequences. 

A  weak  and  ignorant  prince  is  more  to  be  dreaded  by 
you,  than  a  man  who  will  enquire  into  and  determine 
every  thing  himfelf.  A  weak,  ignorant  and  inexperi¬ 
enced  prince  will  fee  only  with  the  eyes  of  a  paffionate 
favourite,  or  of  a  flattering,  turbulent,  and  ambitious 
minifler.  He  will  therefore  blindly  engage  himfelf  in 
war  contrary  to  his  inclinations  ;  you  .will  never  be  fure 
of  him,  for  he  will  never  have  it  in  his  power  to  be  fure 
of  himfelf;  he  will  break  his  word  with  you,  and  will 
quickly  reduce  you  to  fuch  extremities,  that  you  mufl  de¬ 
ftly  him,  or  he  you.  Is  it  not  more  advantageous,  more 
fafe,  and  at  the  fame  time  more  jufi  and  noble  to  make  a 
faithful  return  to  the  confidence  of  the  Daunians,  and  to 
give  them  a  king  worthy  of  commanding  ? 

This  fpeech  convincing  the  whole  aflembly,  Polyda¬ 
mas  was  propofed  to  the  Daunians,  who  were  impatient¬ 
ly  waiting  for  an  anfwe'r.  When  they  heard  the  name 
of  Polydamas,  they  replied,  we  now  plainly  perceive 
that  the  confederate  princes  defign  to  deal  fincerely  and 
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bonne -foi  ayec  nous  &  faire  [une  paix.-eterneHejppuifqu’iis  ' 
nous  veulent  donner  pour  roi  un  homme  fi  vertueux  &:  ii 
capable  de  nous  gouvernerr  on  nous  eut  propofe  un 
homme  lache,  effemine  &  mal-inftruit,  nous  aurions  era 
qu’on  ne  cherchoit  qu’a  nous  abattre  &  qu’a  corrompre 
la  forme  de  notre  gouvernement,  nous  aurions  conferve 
en.  fecret  un  vif  reffentiment  d’une  conduite  fi  dure  &  fi 
artiftcieufe  ;  mais  le  choix  de  Polydamas  nous  montre 
une  veritable  candeur.  Les  allies  fans  doute  n’attendent 
rien  de  nous  que  de  jufte  &  de  noble ;  puiiqu  ils  nous  ac- 
cordent  un  roi,  qui  eft  incapable  de  rien  faiie  contre  la 
liberte  &  la  gloire  de  notre  nation.  Aufti  pouvons-nous 
protefter  a  la  face  des  juftes  Dieux,  que  les  fleuves  re- 
monteront  vers  leurs  fources,  avant  que  nous  ceffions 
d’aimer  des  rois  ft  bienfaifans.  Puiffent  nos  derniers 
neveux  fe  reftouvenir  du  bienfait  que  nous  recevons  au- 
jourd’hui,  &  renouveler  de  generation  en  generation  la 
paix  de  Page  d’or  dans  toute  la  cote  de  PHefpene  ! 

Telemaque  leur  propofa  enfuite  de  donner  a  Diomede 
les  campagnes  d’Arpi,  pour  y  fonder  une  colonie.  Ce 
nouveau  peuple,  leur  difoit-il,  vous  devra  fon  etablifte- 
ment  dans  un  pays  que  vous  n’occupez  point.  Souvenez- 
vous  que  tous  les  hommes  doivent  s’entr’aimer  ;  que  la 
terre  eft  trop  vafte  pour  eux ;  qu’il  faut  bien  avoir  des 
voifins,  &  qu’il  vaut  mieux  en  avoir  qui  vous  foient 
obliges  de  Iqur  etabliftement.  Soyez  touchez  du  mal- 
beur  d’un  roi  qui  ne  peut  retourner  dans  fon  pays.  P o- 
lydamas  &  lui  etant  unis  enfemble  par  les*  liens  de  la 
piftice  &  de  la  vertu,  qui  font  les  feuls-  durables,  vous 
entretiendront  dans  une  paix  profonde,  &  vous  rendront 
redoutables  a  tous  les  peuples  voifins  qui  penferoient  a 
s’ao-randir.  Vous  voyez,  6  Dauniens,  que  nous  avons 
donne  a  votre  terre  un  roi  capable  d’en  eleyer  la  gloire 
jufqu’au  ciel.  Donnez  aufti,  puifque  nous  vous  le  de- 
mandons,  une  terre  qui  vous  eft  inutile,  a  un  roi  qui  eft 
dio-ne  de  toutes  fortes  de  fecours. 

Les  Dauniens  repondirent  qu’ils  ne  pouvoient  nen  re- 
fufer  a  Telemaque,  puifque  c’etcit  lui  qui  leur  avoit  pro¬ 
cure  Polydamas  pour  roi.  Auflitot  ils  partirent  pour 
l’aller  chercher  dans  fon  defert  pour  le  faire  regner  lur 
eux.  Avant  que  de  partir,  ils  donntrent  les  fertiles 
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to  make  an  eternal  peace  with  us,  fince  they  give  us  for 
our  king  a  man  fo  virtuous  and  fo  capable  of  governing. 
Had  they  propofed  to  us  a  cowardly,  an  effeminate  add 
ignorant  perfon,  wefhould  have  thought  that  they  only  in¬ 
tended  to  deprefs  us  and  to  change  the  form  of  our  go¬ 
vernment,  and  we  fhould  fecretly  have  retained  a  lively 
refentment  of  fo  cruel  and  artful  a  conduit ;  hut  the 
choice  of  Polydamas  is  a  proof  of  their  real  candour. 
The  allies  without  doubt  expe&  nothing  from  us  but 
what  is  juft  and  noble,  fince  they  give  us  a  king  who  is 
.  incapable  of  doing  any  thing  contrary  tq  the  liberty  and 
glory  of  our  country.  We  accordingly  proteft  in  the 
fight  of  the  righteous  Gods,  that  rivers  fhall  uproll  to 
their  fources,  before  we  ceafe  to  love  fuch  .benificent 
princes.  .  May  our  lateft  pofterity  be  mindful  of  the  be¬ 
nefit  which  we  this  day  receive,  and  renew  from  genera¬ 
tion  to  generation  the  peace  of  the  golden  age  through 
the  whole  coaft  of  Hefperia  ! 

Telemachus  then  propofed  to  the  Daunians  the  giving 
the  fields  of  Arpi  to  Diomed,  to  fettle  a  colony  there. 
This  new  people,  faid  he,  will  be  indebted  to  you  for 
their  eftablifhment  in  a  country  which  you  do  not  culti¬ 
vate.  Remember  that  all  men  ought  to  love  each  other; 
that  the  earth  is  too  large  for  them  ;  that  you  muft  have 
neighbours,  and  that  it  is  beft  to  have  fuch  as  may  be 
obliged  to  yon  for  their  fettlement.  Pity  the  misfortunes 
of  a  prince  who  cannot  return  to  his  own  country.  Poly¬ 
damas  and  he,  being  united  together  in  the  bands  of  juf- 
tice  and  virtue,  which  alone  are  lafting,  will  maintain 
you  in  a  profound  peace,  and'  render  you  formidable  to 
all  the  neighbouring  nations  that  may  think  of  aggran¬ 
dizing  thtmielves.  You  fee,  ye  Dauniens,  that  we 
have  given  your  nation  a  king  capable  of  railing  its  glory 
to  the  heavens  ;  do  you  th  erefore  on  your  part  give,  at 
our  requeft,  a  tra<ft  of  land  which  is  of  no  ufe  to  you,  to 
a  king  who  is  worthy  of  all  kind  of  fuccour.  :> 

The  Daunians  replied,  that  they  could  refiife  Tele¬ 
machus  nothing,  fince  he  had  procured  them  Polydateias 
for  their  king.  Hereupon  they  went  to  feek  him  in  his 
defert,  and  to  place  him  on  the  throne;  having  firft 
given  the  fertile  plains  of  Arpi  to  Diomed,  to  found  a 
new  kingdom  there.  The  allies  were  over-joyM  at  tfyis 

grant. 
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aume.  Les  allies  en  furent  ravis,.  parce  que  cette  colo- 
nie  des  Grecs  pourroit  fecourir  puiffamment  le  parti  des 
allies  fi  jamais  Les  Dauniens  vouloient  renouveler  les 
ufurpatiotis  dont  Adrafle  avoit  donne  le  mauvais  exemple. 

Tons  les  princes  ne  fongerent  cju’a  ie  ieparer.  X  ele- 
maque  les  larmes  aux  yeux  partit .  avec  fa  troupe,  aprcs 
avoir  embraffle  tendrement  le  vaillant  Diomede,  le  fage 
&  inconfolable  Neftor,  &  le  femeux  PMoftete,  digtse 
heritierdes  fleches  d’Hercule. 
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grant,  becaufe  this  colony,  of  Greeks  might  powerfully 
affift  their  party,  if  the  Daunians  fhould  ever  attempt  to 
renew  the  ufurpations  of  which  Adraftus  had  given  an  ill 
example. 

And  nowall  the  princes  prepared  to  take  their  leave  of 
each  other.  Telemachus  with  tears  in  his  eyes  departed 
with  his  troop ;  having  firft  tenderly  embraced  the  valiant 
Diomed,  the  fage  and  difconfolate  Neltor,  and  the  fa¬ 
mous  Philo&etes,  the  worthy  inheritor  of  the  arrows  of 
Hercules. 
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'Telemaqu.e  arrivant  a  Salente  eft  furpris  de  <vcir  la  cam • 
pagne  ft  hen  cultiajee,  &  de  trouper  ft  pen  "de  magni - 
ftcence  dans  la  <ville.  Mentor  lui  explrque  les  raijons  de 
ce  changement ,  lui  fait  remar quer  les  defauts  qui  pmpe- 
cbent  d1 ordinaire  un  etat  de  fteurir ,  &  lui  propofe  pour 
tnofele  la  conduit e  13  le  gouvernement  d’ I  dome  nee.  T'ele- 
maque  owvre  enfuite  fon  cceur  a  Mentor  fur  fon  incli¬ 
nation  ddepoufer  Antiope  file  de  ce  roi.  Mentor  en  lone 
a<vec  lui  les  bonnes  qualites ,  V ajfure  que  les  Dieux  la 
lui  define  nt ;  tnais  que  prefentement  il  ne  doit  fonger 
qua  partir  pour  Ilhaque,  &  qua  de  Usurer  Penelope 
des  pourfuites  de  Jes-  prttendans. 

IE  jeune  fils  d’Ulyfie  bruloit  d’impatience  de  retrou- 
ver  Mentor  a  Salente,  Sc  de  s’embarquer  avec  lui 
pour  revoir  Ithaque,  on  il  dptroit  que  fon  pere  feroit 
arrive.  Quand  il  s’approcha  de  Salente,  il  fut  bien 
etc  H  e  de  voir  toute  la  campagne  des  environs,  qu’il  a- 
voit  laifiee  prefque  inculte  &  deferte,  culuvee  comrne  un 
jardin,  &  pleine  d’ouvriers  diligens.  11  reconnut  Ecu- 
vrage  &  la  fageflc  de  Mentor.  Enfuite  entrant  dans  la 
viile  it  remarqua  qu’il  y  avoit  moins  d’artiians  pour  les 
delices  de  la  vie.  Sc  beaucoup  moins  de  magnificence. 

Telemaque 
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The.  SON  of  ULYSSES. 

BOOKthe  TWENTY-SECOND. 

The  ARGUMENT. 

*1  ehmachus  arriving  at  Salentum- is  furprifed  to  fee  the  coun¬ 
try  fo  well  cultivated ,  and  to  find  Jo  little  magnificence  in 
the  city.  Mentor  explains  the  reaj'ons  of  this  change ,  points 
out  the  wrong  nteaj'ures  which  ijually  hinder  a  fiat e  from 
fipurijhing,  and  propofies  the  conduct  and  government  of  Id o- 
meneus  as  a  model  for  him .  Uclemachus  afterwards  opens 
his  heart  to  Merit .  r  concerning  his  inclination  to  marry 
Anti  ope  the  daughter  of  t  hat-king.  Mentcr  joins  with  him 
in  commending  her  good  qualities,  and  affurcs  him  that  the 
Gods  defign  her  for  him  j  hut  that  at  prcfient  he  ought  to 
think  only 'ef  departing  f  or  hhaca,  and  of  freeing  id ene- 
hpe  from  the  perjhcutions  of'  her  fuiiors. 

^"T ~  HE  young  fon  of  UlyfTes  Burnt Avith  impatience  to 
1  join  Mentor  again  at  Salentum,  and  to  embark 
with  -him  in  order  to  return  to  Ithaca,  where  he  hoped 
that  his  father  might  be  arrived.  When  he  approached 
Salentum,  he  was  greatly'ailonifhed  to  fee  all  the  coun¬ 
try  round  it,  which  he  had  left  almod  wholly  wafte  and 
del'ert,  cultivated  like  a  garden,  and  full  of  diligent  la¬ 
bourers.  He  knew  that  this  mud  be  the  work  of  the  wife 
Mentor.  As  he  afterwards  entered  the  city,  he  obferved 
that  there  were  fewer  traders  in  the  luxuries  of  life,  and 

much 
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Telemaque  en  fut  cheque,  car  il  aimoit  naturellement 
toutes  les  chofes  qui  ont  de  Peclat  &  de  la  politefie;  mais 
d’autres  penfees  occuperent  auffitot  fon  efprit.  II  vit  de 
loin  venir.  a  lui  Idomenee  avec  Mentor.  Auffitot  fon 
coeur  fut  emu  de  joie  &  de  terffireffe.  Malgre  tous  les 
fucces  qu’il  avoit  eus  dans  la  guerre  contre  Adrafte, , 
il  craignoit  que  Mentor  ne  fut  pas  content  de  lui,  Sc  a. 
mefure  qu’il  s’avant^oit,  il  cherchoit  dans  les  yeux  de 
Mentor,  pour  voir  s’il  n’avoit  rien  a  lui  reprocher. 

D’aTord  Idomenee  embraffa  Telemaque  ccmrne  fon 
prepre  fils;  enfuite  Telemaque  fe  jeta  au  cou  de  Mentor, 

&  l’arrofa  de  fes  larmes.  Mentor  lui  dit :  je  fuis  con¬ 
tent  de  vous  :  vous  avez  fait  de  grandes  fautes,  mais  elies 
vous  ont  fervi  a  vous  connoftre,  &  a  vous  defier. de  vous- 
meme.  Souvent  on  tire  plus  de  fpuit  de  les  fautes,  que 
de  fes  belles  adtions.  Les  grandes  adtions  endent  le 
coeur.  Sc  infpirent  une  prefemption  dangereufe.  Le®. 
fautes  font  rentrer  l’homme  en  lui  meme.  Sc  lui  rendent 
la  fagefi'e  qu’il  avoit  perdue'  dans  les  bofis  lucces,.  Ce 
qui  vous  refte  a  faire,  c’efl  de  louer  les  Di^ux,  Sc  de  ne 
vouloir  pas  que  les  hommes  vous  louent.  Vous  avez  fait 
de  grandes  chofes :  mais  avouez  la  verite  ;  ce  n’eft  guere 
vous  par  qui  elles  ont  ete  faites.  N’eft-il  pas  vrai  qu’el- 
les  vous  font  venues  comme  quelque  chofe  d’etranger  qui 
etoit  mis  en  vous?  N’etiez -vous. pas  capable  de  les  gater^ 
Sc  par  vqtre  promptitude.  Sc  par  votre  imprudence?  Ne 
fentiez-vous  pas  que  Minerve  vous  a  comme  transforme 
en  un  autre  homme  au-deffus  de  vous-meme,  pour  faire 
par  vous  ce  que  vous  avez  fait?  Elle  a  tenu  tous  vos  de- 
fauts  en  fufpens,  comme  Neptune  quand  il  appaife  les 
tempetes,  fufpend  les  Hots  irrites. 

Pendant  qu’Idomenee  interrogeoit  avec  curiofite  les 
Cretois  qui  etoient  revenus  de  la  guerre,  Telemaque 
ecoutoit  ainfi  les  fages  confeils  de  Mentor.  Enfuitg  il 
regardoit  de  tous  cotes  avec  etojmement.  Sc  difoit  a  Men¬ 
tor:  Yoici  un  changement  aont  je  ne  comprens  pas  bien 
la  raifon :  eft-il  arrive  quelque  calamite  a  Salente  pen¬ 
dant  mon  abfence ?  D’ou  vient  que  Pori  n’y  renyarque 
plus  cette  magnificence  qui  eclatoit  par-tout  avant  mon 
depart?  Je  ne  vois  plus  ni  or,  ni  argent,  ni  pierres  pre- 

Cieufes;  les  habits  font  fimples ;  les  batimens  qu’on  y 

,  fait 
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much  lefs  magnificence.  Telemachus  was  not  pleafed  at 
this,  for  he  was  naturally  fond  of  every  thing  which  is 
fplendid  and  polite;  but  he  quickly  changed  his  mind. 
He  from  afar  beheld  Idomeneus  and  Mentor  coming  to¬ 
wards  him,  and  his  heart  -.was  immediately  tranfported 
with  joy  and  tendernefs.  Notwithstanding  his  fuccefs  in 
the  war  againft  AdraHus,  he  was  apprehenfive  that  Men¬ 
tor  might  be  diffatisfied  with  him,  and,  as  he  advanced, 
confulted  his  eyes  to  fee  whether  he  had  any  thing  to 
reproach  him  with. 

-  Idomeneus  immediately  embraced  Telemachus  as  his 
own  fon  ;  Telemachus  afterwards  threw  himfelf  on  Men¬ 
tor’s  neck,  and  bedewed  him  with  his  tears.  Mentor 
faid  ter  him,  I  am  fatisHed  with  your  conduft,  you  have 
committed  great  faults,  ’but  they  have  taught  you  to 
know  and  to  be  diffident  of  yourfelf.  Men  often  reap 
more  fruit  from  their  errors  than  from  their  glorious  ac¬ 
tions.  Great  actions  puff  up  the  heart,  and  infpire  a  dan¬ 
gerous  prefumption ;  errors  make  a'  man  enter  into  him¬ 
felf,  and  reHore  him  the  wifdom  which  he  loft  while  he 
was  fuccefsful.  What  yet  remains  for  you  to  do,  is  to 
praife  the  Gods,  and  not  to  court  the  praifes  of  men. 
You  have  performed  great  things,  but  own  the  truth  ;  you 
can  hardly  be  laid  to  have  performed  them.  Is  it  not 
true  that  the  power  to  perform  them  was  infufed  into  you, 
like  fomething  foreign  to  your  nature  ?  Were  you  not 
like  to  have  ruined  all  by  your  paffion  and  imprudence? 
Did  you  not  feel  that  Minerva  as  it  were  transformedyou 
into  a  perfon  fuperior  to  yourfelf,  to  make  you  her  inftru- 
ment  of  performing  what  ycfU  have  done  ?  She  reftrained 
all  your  failings,  as  Neptune,  when  he  Hills  a'fform,  re- 
Hrains  the  angry  billows.  '  » 

While  Idomeneus  was  eagerly  afking  queftions  of.  the 
Cretans  who  were  returned  from  the  war,  Telemachus 
was  thus  likening  to  the  wife  counfels  of  Mentor.  He 
afterwards  turned  his  eyes  with  amazement  on  every  fide, 
and  faid  to  Mentor,  here  is  a  change  of  which  I  cannot 
comprehend  the  reafon  :  Has  any  calamity  befallen  Salen- 
tum  in  my  abfence?  Whence  comes  it  that  one  no  longer 
fees  that  magnificence  which  fhone  every  where  .at  my 
departure  ?  I  now  fee  neither  gold,  nof  iilver,  nor  pre¬ 
cious  Hones;  the  habits  are  plain;  the  buildings  which 
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fait  font  moins  vaftes&  moins  ornes;  les  arts  languiftent; 
la  ville  eft  devenue  une  folitude'.  *■ 

Mentor  lui  repondit  en  fcuriant :  Avez-vouS  remarque 
l’ctat  de  la  campagne  autour  dela  ville?  Oui*  reprit  Te- 
lemaque;  j’ai  vu  par-tcut  le  labourage  cn  hcnnetir,  & 
les  champs  defriches.  Lequel  vaut  miettx,  ajouta  Men¬ 
tor,  ou  une  ville  fuperbe  en  narbre,  en  or  &cn  argent, 
avec  une  campagne  negligee  &ifterile,  ou  une  campagne 
cultivee  &  fertile,  avec  une  ville  mediocre  &  modefte 
dans  fes  mccursr  Une  grande  ville  fort  peuplee  d’artiians 
bcc.upes  a  amollir  les  mceurs  paries  delices  de  la  vie, 
quand  elle  eft  entouree  d’un  royaume  pauvre  &  mal-cul- 
tive,  reiTemble  a  un  monftre  dont  la  tete  eft  d’une  grof- 
feur  eqcrme,  &  dont  tout  le  corps  extenue  &  prive  de 
nourriture  n’a  aucune  proportion  avec  cette  tete :  c’ eft 
le  ncmbre  du  peuple  &  1’abondance  des  alimens,  qui 
ferment  la  vraie  force  &  la  vraie  richefte  d’un  royaume. 
Idemenee  a  maintebant  un  peuple  innombrable  &  infa- 
tigable  dans  le  travail,  qui  rqmplit  toute  Tetendue  de  fen 
pays*;  tout  fon  pays  n’eft  plus  qu’ une  ville.  Salente  n’en 
eft  que  le  centre.  Nous  avons  tranfporte  de  la  ville 
dans  la  campagne,  les  hommes  qui  manquoient  a  la 
campagne,  &  qui  etcient  iuperftus  dars  la  ville.  De 
plus,  nous  avons  attire  dans  ce  pays  beaucoup  de  peuples 
Strangers.  Plus  ces  peuples  fe  multiplient,  plus  ils  mul¬ 
ti  pile  nt  les  fruits  de  la  terre  par  leur  travail;  cette  mul¬ 
tiplication  ft  deuce  &  ft  paiftble  augmente  plus  fon  roy¬ 
aume  qiftune  conquete.  On  n’a  rejete  de  cette  ville  que 
les  arts  iuperfius,  qaidetcurnent  les  pauvres  de  la  culture 
de  lajterre  pour  les  vrais  besoms,  &  qui  ccrrompent  les 
riches,  en  les  jetant  dans,  le  falle  &  dans  la  jnokft'e :  mais 
nous  n1  avons  fait  aucun  tort  aux  beaux  arts,  ni  aux  hom¬ 
mes  qui  ont  un  vrai  genie  pour  les  cultiver.  Ain  ft  -do- 
menee  eft  beaucoup  plus  puiilant  qu/iLne  l.btoit  quand 
vous  admiriez  fa  magnificence.  Cet.  eclat  eblouiftant 
cachoit  une  foibleft'e  &  une  mifere  qui  euftent  bientot 
renverfe  fon  epipite :  maintenant il  a  un  plus  grand  ncm¬ 
bre  -d’homiries,  &  il  fes  nour-rit  plus  facilement.  Ces 
hommes  accoutumes  au  travail,  a  la  pyine  &-,au  mepris 
de  la  vie  par  Pjamour  des  bonnes  Iqix,  font  tous  prets  a 
pombattre  pour  defendre  les  terres  cuitivees  de  leurs  pro- 

pres 
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are  carrying  on  are  lefs  fpacicus  and  have  fewer  orna¬ 
ments  ;.arts  ianguifli,  and  the  city  is  become  a  defert. 

Mentor  replied  with  a  fmiie,  Did  you  obferve  the  con¬ 
dition  of  the. counfry  round  the  city?  Yes,  anfwered  Te- 
lemachus,  I  faw  that  tillage  is  every  where  eftcemed, 
and  that  the  fields-are  cultivated.  Which  is  preferable, 
added  Mentor,  a  city  proud  of  its  marble,  gold  and  iilver, 
with  an  until  led  and  barren  country,  or  a  well-cultivated 
and  fruitful  country,  .with  a  city  that  is  moddl  in  its 
buildings  and  manners?  A  great  city  crowded  with  ar tills, 
who  are  employed  in  corrupting  mens  manners  by  admi- 
niftring  to  their  luxury,  and  furrounded  with  a  poor  and 
Uncultivated  kingdom,  reiembles  a  monfter,  whole  head 
is  of  an  enormous  bulk,  and  bears  no  proportion  to  its 
llarved  and  meagre  body  :  It  is  the  number  of  the  inha¬ 
bitants  and  the  plenty  of  provide ns  which  conflitute  the 
true . flrength  and  the  true  riches  of  a  kingdom.  Idome- 
neus  has  now  innumerable  fubjeds  who  are  indefatigable 
in  labour,  and  crowd  the  whole  extent  of  his  country, 
which  is  now  but  one  city,  and  Salentum  no  more  than  the 
center  of  it.  We  have  tranfported  from  the  city  into  the 
country,  men  who  were  wantedin  the  country,  and  who  were 
fuperfluous  in  the  city.  We  have  moreover  allured  a  great 
many  foreigners  into  the  kingdom.  The  more  thefe  people 
multiply,  the  more  are  the  fruits  of  the  earth  multiplied 
by  their  labour;  this  calm,  this  gentle  increase  inlarges 
his  kingdom  more  than  a  conquer!.  We  have  expelled 
frpm  the  city  only  fuperfluous  arts;  which  divert  the  poor 
from  tilling  the  earth  to  fatisfy  their  real  wants,  and  cor¬ 
rupt  the  rich  by  plunging  them  into  pomp  and  luxury  ; 
we  have  not  done  the  lead  prejudice  to  the  liberal  arts, 
nor  to  men  who  really  have  a  genius  to, cultivate  them. 
Thus  is  Idomeneus  much  more  powerful  than  he  was 
when  you  admired  his  magnificence.  That  dazzling 
Iuflre  concealed  a  weaknefs  and  indigence  which  would 
foon  have  overthrown  his  empire :  he  has  now  a  greater 
number  of  fubje&s,  and  he  fuhfifts  them  with  mere  eafe. 
Thefe  men  inured  to  labour,  pain,  and  a  contempt  of  life 
through  their  attachment  to  good  laws,  are  all  ready  to 
fight  in  the  defence  of  a  country  which  they  have  culti¬ 
vated  with  -their  own  hands.  And  this  kingdom  which 
1  /  1  you 
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pres  mains.  Bientot  cet  etat,  que  vous  croyez  dechu, 
fera  la  merveille  de  l’Hefperie.  >  ; 

Souvenez-vous,  6  Telemaque,  qu’il  y  a  deux  cholcs 
pernicieufes  dans  le  gouvetnement  des  peuples,  aux- 
quelles  on  n’apporte  prefque  jamais  aucun  remede.  La 
premiere  eft  unte  autorite  injufte  &  trop  violente  dans 
les  rois.  La  feconde  eft  le  luxe  pui  corrompt  les  mceurs. 
Quandles  rois  s’accoutument  a  neconnoitre  plus  d’autres 
loix  que  leurs  volontes  abfolues,  &  qu’ils  ne  mettent 
plus  de  frein  a  leurs  paffions,  ils  peuvent  tout ;  mais  a 
force  de  tout  pouvoir,  ils  fappent  le  fondement  de  leur 
puiftance.  Ils  n’ont  plus  de  regie  certaine,  ni  de  max- 
imes  de  gduvernement  ;  chacun  a  l’envi  les  flatte  ;  ils 
n’ont  plus  de  peuples  ;  il  ne  leur  refte  que  des  efclaves 
dont  le  nombre  diminue  chaque  jour.  Qui  leur  dira  la 
verite  ?  Qui  donnera  des  bornes  au  torrent  ?  Tout  cede  ; 
les  fages  s’enfuient,  fe  cachent,  &  gemiffent.  _  II  n’y;a 
qu’une  revolution  foudaine  &  violente,  qui  puifte  rame- 
ner  cette  puiftance  debordee  dans  fon  cours  naturel. 
Souvent  meme  le  coup  qui  pourroit  la  moderer,^  l’abat 
fans  refiource.  Rien  ne  menace  tant  d’une  chute  fu- 
nefte,  qu’une  autorite  qu’on  pouffe  trop*lcrin.  Elle  eft 
femblable  a  un  arc  trop  tendu  qui  fe  rompt  enfin  tout-a- 
coup,  ft  on  ne  le  relache  :  mais  qui  eft-ce  qui  ofera  le 
relacher  ?  Idomenee  etoit  gate  jufqu’au^  fond  du  cceur 
par  cette  autorite  ft  flatteufe  ;  il  avoit  ete  renverfe  as 
ion  trone;  mais  il  11’avoit  pas  ete  detrompe.  Il  a 
fallu  que  les  Dieux  nous  ayent  envoyez  ici  pour  le  de- 
fabufer  de  cette  puiftance  aveugle  &  outree,  qui  ne  con- 
'vient  pas  a  des  homines  ;  encore  a-t-il  fallu  des  efpeces 
de  miracles  pour  lui  ouvrir  les  yeux* 

L’autre  mal  prefque  incurable  eft  le  luxe.  Comme  la 
trop  grande  autorite  empoifonne  les  rois,  le  luxe  empoi- 
fonrie  toute  une  nation.  On  dit  que  le  luxe  feita  nouriir 
les  pauvres  aux  depens  des  riches,  comme  ft  les  pauvrts 
ne  pouvoient  pas  gagner  leur  vie  plus  utilement  en  multi- 
pliant  les  fruits  de  la  terre,  fans  amolir  les  riches  par  des 
rafinemens  de  volupte.  Toute  une  nation  s’accoutume  a 
reo-arder,  comme  des  neceftites  de  la  vie, -les  chofesluper- 
fliies :  ce  font  tous  les  jours  de  nouvejles  neceftites ^qu  on 
invente ;  &  on  ne  pent  plus  fe  puffer  des  chofes  qu’on  ne 
connoiftoit  pas  trente  ans  auparavant.  Ce  luxe  s’appele 
bon  gout,  jaerfeaion  des  arts.  Sc  politeffe  de  la  nation. 
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you  think  decayed,  will  Toon  be  the  wonder  of  Hef- 
peria.  -  '  >  - 

Remember,  Telemachus,  that  there  are  two  evils  in 
the  government  of  a  nation,  which  are  hardly  ever  cured. 
The  firft  is  an  unjuft  and  too  violent  a  power  in  the 
.prince  ;  the  fecond  is  luxury,  which  corrupts  the  morals 
of  the  people.  When  kings  accudom  themfelves  to 
know  no  law  but  their  own  abfolute  will,  and  no  longer 
curb  their  paffions,  they  may  do  any  thing  ;  but  by  their 
being  able  to  do  any  thing,  they  fap  the  foundations  of 
their  power.  They  have  no  certaiivrules  or  maxims  of 
government  ;  every  one  drives  who  fhall  flatter  them 
-mod  ;  they  have  no  longer  any  fubjeCts ;  .nothing  is  left 
them  but  Haves,  whofe  number  daily  decreafes.  Who 
will  tell  them  the  truth  ?  Who  will  let  bounds  to  the 
torrent?  Every  thing  gives  way;  the  wife  fly,  hide 
•-themfelves,  and  mourn  in  private.  Nothing  but  a  hid¬ 
den  and  violent  revolution  can  reduce  this  overflowing 
power  into  its  natural  channel,  and  the  meafures  which 
might  circumfcribe,  often  irrecoverably  deftroy  it.  No¬ 
thing  is  fo  near  a  fatal  fall  as  authority  dretched  too  far. 
It  refembles  an  over- drained  bow,  which  at  length  fnapg 
of  a  hidden,  unlefs  it  be  flackened ;  but  who  will  pre¬ 
fume  to  flackeri  it  ?  The  very  foul  of  Idomeneus  was  de¬ 
duced  by  the  allurements  of  this  power he  had  been  de¬ 
throned  but  not  undeceived.  The  Gods  were  forced  to 
fend  us  hither,  to  put  him  out  of  conceit  with  this  blind 
and  exceffive  power,  which  does  not  befit  men;  and  a 
fort  of  miracles  moreover  were  necefifary  to  open  his 
eyes. 

The  other  almod  incurable  evil  is'  luxury.  As  too 
much  power  poifons  princes,  fo  luxury  poifons  a  whole 
nation.  It  is  faid  that  luxury  feeds  the  poor  at  the  ex¬ 
pence  of  the  rich,  as  if  the  poor  could  not  get  their  bread 
more  ufefully  by  multiplying  the  fruits  of  the  earth, 
without  debauching  the  rich  by  the  refinements  of  volup- 
tuoufnefs.  A  whole  nation  habituates  itfelf  to  look  upon 
the  mod  fuperduous  things  as  the  neceflaries  of  life ;  new 
neceflaries  are  daily  invented,  and  men  can  no  longer  live 
without  things  which  were. unknown  thirty  years  before. 
fJ  his  luxury  is  called  .a  good  tade,  the  perfection  of  arts, 
and  the  politenefs  of  the  nation.  Thi>  vice,  which  is 
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Ce  vice,  qui  en  attire  une  infinite  d’autres,  eft  loue  com- 
me  une  vertu  ;  il  repand  fa  contagion  depuis  le  roi  juf- 
qu’aux  derniers  de  la  lie  du  peuple.  Les  proches  parens 
du  roi  veulent  imiter  fa  magnificence;  les  grands  celle 
des  parens  du  roi.;  les  gens  mediocres  veu’ent  egater  les 
e rands ;  car  qui  eft-ce  qui  fe  fait  juftice?  Les  petits  veu- 
lent  pafter  pour  mediocres.  Tout  le  monde  fait  plus  qu’il 
ne  peut ;  les  uns  par  fafte,  &  pour  fe  prevaloir  de  leurs 
richeffes  ;  les  autres  par  mauvaife  honte,  Sc  pour  cacher 
leur  pauvrete.  Ceux  memes  qui  font  aflez  fages  pour 
condamner  un  ft  grand  defordre,  ne  le  font  pas  aflez 
pour  oier  lever  la  tete  les  premiers,  &  pour  donner  des 
exemples  contraires.  Toute  une  nation  fe  ruine ;  toutes 
les  conditions  fe  ccnfpndent.  La  palfion  d’acqu£rir  du 
bien  pour  foutenir  une  vaine  depenfe  corrompt  les  ames 
les  plus  pures ;  11  n’eft  plus  queftion  que  d’etre  riche  ;  la 
pauvrete  eft  une.infamie.  Soyez  favant,  habile,  ver- 
tueux,  inftruifez  les  hommes,  gagnez  des  batailles,  fau- 
vez  Ja  patfie,  fa'crifiez  tous  vos  interets ;  vous  etes  me- 
prife,  ii  vos  talens  ne  font  releves  par  le  fafte.  Ceux 
meme  qui  n’ont  pas  de  bien,  veulent  paroitre  en  avoir  ; 
ils  depenfe-nt  comme  s’ils  en  avoient:  on  emprunte,  on 
trompe,  on  ufe  de  mille  artifices  indignes  pour  parvenir. 
Mais  qui  remediera  a  ces  maux?  II  faut  changer  le  gout 
Sc  les  habicudes  de  toute  une  nation ;  il  faut  lui  donner 
de  nouvelles  loix.  Qui  le  pourra entreprendre,  lice  n’eft 
un  roi  philofophe,  qui  fache  par  l’exemple  de  fa  propre 
moderation  fafte  honte  a  tous  ceux  qui  aiment  une  de¬ 
penfe  faftueufe,  &  encourager  les  fages,  qui  feront  bien 
aifes  d'etre  autorifes  dans  une  honnete  frugalite? 

,  Telemaque  ecoutant  ce  difcours,  etoit  comme  un  hom- 
me  qui  revient  d’un  profond  fommeil.  Il  fentoit  la 
verite  de  ces  paroles.  Sc  elles  fe  gravoient  dans  fon  cceur, 
comme  un  favant  fculpteur  imprime  les  traits  qu’il  veut 
fur  le  marbre,  en  forte  qu’il  lui  donne  de  la  tendrefte,  de 
la  vie  &  du  mouvement.  Telemaque  ne  repondit  rien  ; 
mais  repafiant  tout  ce  qu’il  venoit  d’entendre,  il  parcou- 
roit  des  yeux  les  chofes  qu’on  avoit  changees  dans  la 
ville.  'Enfuite  il  difoit  a  Mentor  :  . 

Vous  avez  fait  d’Idomenee  le  plus  fage  de  tous  les 
rois ;  je  ne  le  connois  plus,  ni  lui,  ni  fon  peuple.  J’a- 
voue  meme  que  ce  que  vcus  avez  fait  ici  eft  infinirnent 
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the  fource  of  an  infinite  number  of  others,  is  commended 
as  a  virtue,  -and  Spreads  its  contagion  from  the  prince  " 
down  to  the  very  dregs  of  the  people.  The.  near  rek- 
tions  of  the  king  imitate  his  magnificence ;  the  nobility 
that  of  the  king’s  relations ;  the  middle  fort  ftrive  to 
come  up  to  the  nobility,  (for  where  is  the  man  who 
forms  a  right  judgment  of  hjmfelH)  and  the  lowed:  de- 
fire  to  pafs  for  the  middle  fort.  Thus  every  one  lives 
above  his  circumflances ;  fome  through  oftentation,  and 
to  glory  m  their  riches ;  others  through  a  falfe  fenfe  of 
lhame,  and  to  conceal  their  poverty  .*  Even  thofe  who  are 
wife  enough  to  condemn  fo  great  a  diforder,  are  not 
enough  fo  to  dare  to  be  the  firlt  to  rife  up  again!!  it,  and 
to  fet  contrary  examples.  A  whole  nation  is  ruined,  and 
all  conditions  of  men  confounded.  The  defire  of  getting 
money  to  fupport  a  vain  expence,  corrupts  the  pure!! 
minds ;  to  be  rich  is  the  only  thing  that  is  minded,  and 
to  be  poor  is  infamous.  Let  a  man  be  learned,  wife; 
virtuous ;  let  him  infinitt  mankind,  win  battles,  fave  his 
country,  facrifice  all  his  own  interelis ;  yet  will  he  be 
defpifed,  if  his  talents  are  not  fet  off  with  pomp  and  !how. 
Even  they  who  have  not  money,  endeavour  to  feem  to 
have  it,  and  fpend  as  if  they  really  had  it:  they  borrow, 
they  cheat,  they  ufe  a  thoufand  artifices  to  procure  it 
But  who  will  cufe  thefe  evils  l  The  tafte  and  cufloms 
of  a  whole  nation  mufl  be  changed,  and  new  laws  muft  be 
enabled.  And  who  can  attempt  this  but  a  king  who"  is 
fo  much  of  a  philofopher,  and  fo  prudent,  as  to  put  out 
of  countenance,  by  the  example  of  his  own  moderation 
all  thofe  who  are  fond  of  oftentatious  expences,  and  to 
encourage  the  wife,  who  would  be  very  glad  to  be  au- 
thorifed  in^a  laudable  frugality  ? 

Telemachus  hearing  this  di’fcourfe,  was  like  a  man 
coming  out  of  a  profound  fleep.  He  felt  the  truth  of 
thefe  words,  and  they  were  engraved  on  his  heart,  as  a 
lkilful  ftatuary  imprints  what  features  he  pleafes  on  the 
marble,  and  gives  it  foftnefs,  life  and  motion.  Telema¬ 
chus  made  no  reply ;  but  revolving  what  he  had  heard  in 
his  mind,  he  furveyed  the  alterations  which  had  been 

made  m  the  city,  and  at  length  thus  addreiTed  himfelf 
to  Mentor :  * 

You  have  made  Idomeneus  the  wifefi  of  all  kings  * 

I  neither  know  him  nor  his  fubjetts  again.  Nay,  I  con- 
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plus  gfand  que  les  viftoires  que  nous  venons  de  rempor- 
ter.  Le  hazard  &  la  force  ont  beaucoup  de  part  au  file¬ 
rs  de  la  guerre.  II  faut  que  nous  partagions  la  gloir 
des  combats  avec  nos  foldats :  mais  tout  votre  ouvrage 
vientTune  feule  tete  :  II  a  fallu  que  vous  ayez  tra.vatlle 
feul  centre  un  roi  &  contre  tout  fon  people  pour  les  cor- 

riger.  Les  fucces  de.  la  guerre  font  colours  funelles& 

odieux  •  ici  tout  eft  l’ouvrage  d  une  fageffe  celefte,  tout 
eft  doux,  tout  eft  pur,  tout  eft  aimable,  tout  marque  une 
autorite  qui  eft  au-deffus  de  1’homme.  Quand  les  hom- 
mes  veufont  de  la  gloire,  que  ne  la  cherchent-ils  dans 
cette  application  a  faire  du  bien  ?  O  qu’ils  s  entendent 
mal  ensloire,  d’en  efperer  une  folxde,  en  ravageant la 
terre  &  fn  repandant  le  fang  humain !  Mentor  montra 
fur  fon  vifage  une  joie  fenfible  de  voir  Telemaque  fi  - 
fabufe  des  viftoires  &  des  conquetes,  dans  un  age  ou  il 
etoit  ft  naturel,  qu’il  fut  enyvre  de  la  gloire  qu  il  avoit 

“Tfrite  Mentor  ajouta:  Il  eft  vrai  que  tout  e* 
vous  voyez  ici  eft  bon  &  louable :  mais  fachez  qu  on 
pourroit  faire  des  chofes  encore  meilleures.  ldomer.ee 
modere  fes  paffions,  &  s’applique  a  gouverner  ion  peuple 

avec  juftice  ;  mais  il  ne  laiffe  pas  de  falr®  " 

fautes,  qui  font  les  fuites  malheureufes  de  fes  fames  an- 
ciennes.q  Quand  les  homines  veuient  quitter  le  mal, 
mal  femble  encore  les  pourfuivre;  low-tom,  .1  lew rpfte 
de  mauvaifes  habitudes,  un  naturel  affmbli,  des  erreurs 
inveterees,  &  des  preventions  preique  incurables.  Heu- 
It  qui  ne  fe  font  jamais  egares  1  ils  peuvem  fmre 
le  bien  plus  parfakement.  Les  Dieux,  o  Te.emaque, 
vous  demanderom  plus  qu’a  Idomenee,  parce  que  vous 
Ivel  connu  la  verite?  des  votre  jeuneffe,  &  que  vous  n’avez 
famais  ete  livre  aux  feduftions  d’une  trop  grande  prof- 

Peidomenee,  continuoit  Mentor,  eft  fage  &  eclaire ; 
mais  il  S’applique  trop  au  detail,  &  ne  medite  pas  affez 
le  gros  de  les  affaires  pour  former  des  plans.  L  habilete 
d’un  roi,  qui  eft  au  deffus  des  hommes,  ne  confifte  pas  a 
faire  tout  par  lui-meme :  e’eft  une  vamte  groffiere  que 
d’efn^er  d’en  venir  a  bout,  ou  de  youloir  perfuader 
au  monde  qu’on  en  eft  capable.  Un  ro.  doit  gouverner 
en  chpiftffant  &  en  condui&nt  ceux  qui  gouveinen  ^ 
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fefs,  that  what  you  have  done  here  is  infinitely  greater 
than  the  viSories  which  we  have  obtained.  Chance  and 
tfrength  have  a  great  part  in  the  fuccefies  of  war  •  we 
muft  ihare  the  glory  of  battles  with  our  foldiers  ;  but  all 
you  have  done  proceeds  from  a  fingle  head  :  You  alone 
mufi:  have  ftruggled  againft  a  king  and  all  his  people  in 
order  to  reform  them.  The  fuccefies  of  war  are  always 
fatal  anTodious ;  here  all  is  the  work  of  an  heavenly 
wifdom,  all  is  calm,  all  is  innocent,  all  his  lovely,  all 
dilcovers  an  authority  more  than  human.  When  men 
thirfi  for  glory,  why  do  they  not  feek  it  by  thus  apply  in  a- 

“  Vef  t0  ^  &ood  *  ^  w^at  wrong  notions  have  they 
of  i olid  glory,  fince  they  expe&  to  obtain  it  by  ravaging 
the  earth  and  by  fhedding  human  blood!  Mentor’s 
countenance  Ihewed  that  he  was  exceedingly  glad  to  fee 
Telemachus  form  fo  true  a  judgment  of  victories  and 
conquefts,  at  an  age  when  it  was  fo  natural  for  him  to  be 
intoxicated  with  the  glory  he  had  acquired. 

After  this  Mentor  added.  All  that  you  fee  here  is  in¬ 
deed  laudable  and  good ;  but  know  that  it  is  poflible  to 

Gv  >T.bertter-  Idomene«s  curbs  his  paflions,  and  ap¬ 
plies  himfelf  to  govern  his  people  with  jufiice  ;  but  he 
itill  commits  a  great  many  errors,  which  are  the  unhappy 
confequences  of  his  former  errors.  When  men  de fire  to 
forfake  evil,  the  evil  fiill  feems  to  purfue  them  ;  they 
long  retain  bad  habits,  a  weaknefs  of  nature,  inveterate 
errors,  and  hlmofl:  incurable  prejudices.  Happy  they 
who  never  ftrayed  !  they  may  do  good  to  a  greater  per¬ 
fection.  The  Gods,  Telemachus,  require  more  of  you, 
than  of  Idomeneus,  becaufe  you  have  known  the  truth 
from  your  youth,  and  have  never  been  delivered  up  to 
the  feducements  of  too  great  a  profperity.  r 


Idomeneus,  continued. Mentor,  is  wife  and  knowing  - 
but  he  applies  himfelf  too  much  to  particulars,  and  does 
not  fufficiently  confider  the  whole  of  his  affairs  to  form 
judicious  fchemes.  The  art  of  a  king,  who  is  fet  over 
other  men,  does  not  confifi  in  doing  ail  himfelf;  it  is 
grofs  vanity  to  hope  to  do  this,  or  to  endeavour  to  per- 
luade  the  world  that  one  is  capable  of  it.  A  king  ought 
to  govern  by  chufing  aiiG  guiding  thole  who  govern  uu- 
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lui  •  il  ne  fdutpas  qu’iFfaffie It  detail  c‘eft  fairela 

\  Ainn  de  ceux  qbi  ont  a  travailler  fous  lui ;  il  &oit 
fonawn  de  qm  ^  &  „  favoir,affez 

Essss.  isx. 
rrd!i&' 

derer,  les  corr  G  touiours  dans  la  mam. 

les  changer  de  places  l^  M^Wura 

fetrePr  a  une  jalonfe  pour  les  details, 

c  eft  petiteli  ,  ia  Hberte  d’erprit  neceflaires  pour 

quiconfume  e  poui*  former  de  grands  deffeins,  il 

les  grandes  .  r  ■  &  repofe  il  faiit  penfer  a  fon 

» k  <-*5f 

fon  aife  dans  un  entier  degagement  de  routes  le^expedi. 

s- 

ci  «  goavera.nl  par  1.  dgl.il  font  tonjont, 
catelie.^  yeux  q  g  fans  etendre  leurs  vues  fur  un 

determines  par  P  touiours  entraines  par  l’affaire 
avemr  eloign? ds,  fon  »»J  >  fen£  a  les  occu- 

d“  J°Vk  frippe  «0P  eUe  retreck  leur  efprit ;  car  on 

ne'i’uee  flineme^t  des  affaires,  que  quand  on  les  compare 
11  ^  &  ou’on  les  place  toutes  dans  un  cer- 

^  ordrefe:fi  quVll^ayent  dePla  fuite  ft  de  la  proper- 
Manuuerh  fuivre  cette  regie  dans  le  gouverne- 

U  r  r’eft  reffembler  a  un  muficien,  qui  fe  contentero.t 

de  trouver  demons  harmonicux.  &  qui  ne  fe  me.troit 
deti  outer recorder  pour  en  com- 

Pr  uneP  muliqul^ douce  &  tottchante.  C’eft  reffembler 

P  ,m  architefte  qui  croit  avoir  tout  fait,  pourvu  qu  il 

*trMe  de ^trandesqcolomnes,  &  beaucoup  de  pierres 

??  “nUlL8  fans  penfer  d  l’crdre,  &  a  ta  proportion 
bien  taiuees,  1*  y  .  tems  quqi  fait  un 

f.s  °rT„Tprtvok  pas  qu’il  fhudra  faire  un  efcaliercon- 

1  °  Hp  'Ouand  il  travaille  au  corps  du  batiment,  il  ne 
venable-  ortaU  .  J  ouvrage  Veil  qu’un 

afteroblaae  confus  de  parties  magnifiques,  qui  ne  font 
S  fakes  ks  unes  pour  les  autres .  Cet'ouvreg.e  loin 
Hi  feire  honneurf  eft  un  monument  qui  «ermfera  fa 
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der  him  ;  he  muft  not  defcend  to  particulars,  for  that  is 
doing  the  office  of  his  agents,  he  ought .  only  to  make 
them,  give  him  an  account,  and  to  know  enough  to  ex*- 
amine  that  account  with,  judgment.  He  is  an  admirable 
governor,  who  chufes  and  employs  thofe  who  govern, 
according  to  thgi%fpfpg#i$E  Ijtwe  . hj^helf 1  <$4 

gree  and  perfe&ipp,  ojf  goy^mipm  cpnhits  in  governing 
thofe  who  govern  :  they  mult  be  watched,  tried,  checked, 
reproved  encouraged,1  promoted,  degraded,  removed 
from  one  poll  to.  another,  and  always  kept  in  dependance. 
A  prince  who  pries  into  every  thing  himfelf,  betrays  a 
miflruflful  narrrow  foul,  he  abandons  himfelf  to  jealoufy 
about  trifles,  which  confumes  the  time  and  the  freedom  of 
mind  which  are  neceffary  for. affairs  of  importance.  To 
form  great  defigns,  the  lbul  mull  be  free  and  compofed; 
it  mull  i  think  at  its  cafe,  and  be  entirely  difengaged 
from  all  knotty  apd  difficult  affairs  ;  a  mind  exhaulled 
by  particulars,  refembles  the  lees  of  wine  which  have 
neither  llrength  nor  flavour.  Governors  who  defeend  to' 
particulars,  are  always  determinedly  the  prefent,  with¬ 
out  extending  their  views  to  remote  futurity ;  they  are 
continually  borne  away  by  the  affair  of  the  day,  which 
being  the  only  object  of  their  thoughts',  makes  too  great 
an  impreffion  upon  and  cramps  their  minds  ;  for  men 
never  form  a  right  judgment  of  things,  unlefs  they  com¬ 
pare  them  all  together,  and  range  them  in  a  certain  or¬ 
der,  that  they  may  have  conneclion  and  proportion. 
Not  to  obferve  this  rule  of  government  is  to  refemble  a 
mufician>  who  fhould  content  himfelf  with  finding  out 
melodious  founds,  and  fhould  give  himfelf  no  trouble  to 
combine  and  make  them  harmonize  with  each  other,  in 
order  to  compofe  a  fweet  and  raviihing  piece  of  muiick. 
It  is  alfo  to  refemble  an  architedl,  who  think?  he  dees 
every  thing  when  he  heaps  together  large  columns  and 
a  great  number  of  well  -wrought  flones,  without  attend¬ 
ing  to  the  order  and  proportion  of  the  ornaments  of  his 
edifice.  When  he  is  building  the  faloon,  he  does  not 
forefee  that  there  mufl  be  a  fuitable  flair- cafe ;  when  he  is 
at  work  on  the  body  of  the  flruflure,  he  never  drea'ms  of 
the  court-yard  nor  the  gate  ;  his  work  is  only  a  confufed 
jumble  of  magnificent  parts  which  are  not  made  to  fit 
each  other.  This  performance,  inftead  of  doing  him  an 

N  3  honour, 
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honte  5  car  il  Fait  voir  que  Pouvrier  n’a  pas  fa  penfer  avee 
affez  d’etendue  pour  concevoira  la  fois  le  deffein  gene¬ 
ral  de  tout  fon  cuvrage.  C’eft  un  cara&ere  d’efprit  court 
&  fubalterne.  Quand  on  eft  ne  avec  ce  genie  borne  an 
detail,  on  n’eft  propre  qu’a  executor  faus  autrui.  N’en 
doutez  pas,  6  mon  cher  Tele-maque,  le  •rouvernement 
d’un  royaume  demande  une  certaine  harmonie  comme  la 
mufique,  &  de  juftes  proportions  comme  1  aicnitediuie* 

Si  vous'  voulez  que  je  me  ferve  encore  de  la  comparai- 
fon  de  ces  arts,  je  vous  feral  entendre  comment  les  hom¬ 
ines  qui  gouvernent  par  le  detail,  fontmediocres.  Celui: 

qui  dans^un  concert  ne  chants  que  certaines  chofes,  quoi- 
qu’il  les  chante  parfaitement,  n’eft  qu’un  chanteur. 
Celui  qui  conduit  tout  le  concert,  &  qui  en  regie  a  la 
fois  toutes  les  parties,  eft  le  feul  maitre  de  mufique. 
Tout  de  rneme  celui  qui  taille  les  colomnes,  ou  qui  eleve 
un  cote  du  baument,  n’eft  qu’un  rna^n  :  mais  celui  qui 
a  penfe  tout  1 ’edifice,  &  qui  en  a  toutes  les  proportions 
dans  fa  tete,  eft  le  feul  arcnitedle.  Ainfi  ceux  qui  .tra- 
vaillent,  qui  expedient,  &  qui  fonts*  le  plus  d  affaires, 
font  ceux  qui  gouvernent  le  moins  ;  ils  ne  font,  que^  les 
ouvriers  fubalternes.  Le  vrai  genie  qui  conduit  Petat, 
eft  celui  qui  ne  fefaiit  rien,  fait  tout  faire  j  qui  penfe, 
qui  invente,  qui  penetre  dans  1’aYcnir,  qui  retourne  dans 
Le  pafTe,  qui  arrange,  qui  proportionne,  qui  prepare  de 
loin,  qui  fe  roidif  fans  cefle  pour  Iutter  contre  la  fortune, 
comme  un  nageur  contre  ie  torrent  de  Peau  ;  qui  eft  ar= 
tentif  nuit  &  jour  pour  ne  Lifter  rien  au  hazard. 

Croyez-vous,  Telemaque,  qu’un  grand  peintre  tra- 
vaille  affidument  depuis  le  matin  jufqu’au  foir  pour  expe- 
dier  plus  promptement  fes  ouvrages  ?  Non,  cette  gene  & 
ce  travail  fervile  etemdroient  tout  le  feu  de  ion  imagina¬ 
tion  ;  il  ne  travailleroit  plus  de  genie  ;  il  faut  que  tout 
fe  fafie  irregulierement  &  par  faillies,  fuivant  que  fon 
cr^t  le  mene,  &  que  fon  efprit  P excite.  Croyez-vous 
qu’il  paffe  fon  terns. a  broyer  des  couleurs,  &  a  preparer 
des  pinceaux  ?  Non,  c’eft  Poccupation  de  fes  eleves.  Il 
fe  referve  le  foin  de  penfer  ;  il  ne  fonge  qu’a  faire  des 
traits  hardis,  qui  donnent  de  la  noblefie,  de  la  vie,  &  de 
la  paflion  a  fes  figures  j  il  a  dans  fa  tete  les  penfees.&  les 
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Honour,  will  be  an  eternal  monument  of  his  fhame ;  for 
it  is  a  proof  that  the  workman  had  not  a  fufficient  reach 
of  thought  to  take  in  at  once  the  general  .defign  of  his 
whole  work,  which  is  the  character- of  a  bounded  and  fu- 
bordinate  genius.  When  a  man  is  born  with  a  mind 
thus  limited  to  particulars,  he  is  only  fit  to  execute  un¬ 
der  another.  Be  allured,  my  dear  Telemachus,  that  the 
government  of  a  kingdom  requires  a  certain  harmony  . 
like  mufick,  and  juft  proportions  like  architecture. 

If  you  will  give  me  leave  to  go  on  with  my  compariforr 
from  thefe  arts,  I  will  convince  you  what  indifferent  ca¬ 
pacities  thofe  men  have  who  defcend  to  all  the  particular 
jjarts  of  government.  A  perfon  in  a  concert  who  lings 
only  particular  things,  though  he  lings  them  perfectly 
well,  is  no  more  than  a  finger  ;  he  who  conducts  the  whole 
concert,  and  at  once  regulates, its  feveral  parts,  he  alone' 
is  the  mafter  of  mufick.  In  like  manner  he  who  forms 
the  columns,  or  raifes  a  fide  of  the- edifice,  is  no  more  than 
a  mafon;  but  he  who  defigned  the  whole  building,  and 
has  all  its  proportions  in  his  mind,  he  alone  is  the  archi¬ 
tect.  Thus  they  who  toil,  who  difpatch  and  trail  fa  Ct  Mhe 
moft  bufinefs,  are  thofe  who  have  the  leaft  lhare  in  the  go¬ 
vernment  ;  they  are  but  the  under-workmen.  The  true  geh 
nius  that  direCts  the  ftate,  is  he  who  does  nothing  himfelf, 
and  yet  caufes  every  thing  to  be  done;  who  thinks,  who 
contrives,  who  dives  into  the  future,  who  reviews  the  pail, 
who  ordeis  and  proportions  every  thing,  who  makes  early 
preparations,  who  continually  bears  up  again  ft  and  ftrug- 
gles  with  fortune,  as  a  fwimmer  againft  a  torrent  of  water, 
and  who  ftudies  night  and  day  to  leave  nothing  to  chance. 

Do  you  think,  Telemachus,  that  a  great  painter  affidu- 
-  cully  toils  from  morning  tonight,  that  he  may  difpatch 
his  wc-rks  the  fooner  ?  No,  fuch  conftraint  and  drudgery 
would  damp  the  fire  of  his  imagination ;  his  genius  would 
work  no  longer  ;  every  thing  muft  be  ftruck  off  irregu¬ 
larly  and  by  Harts,  as  his  fancy  leads  and  his  fpirit 
prompts  him.  Do  you  think  he  fpends  his  time  in  grind¬ 
ing  colours,  and  in  making  pencils  ?  No,  that  is  the  bu- 
finefs  of  his  fcholars .  He  referves  himfel f  for  thought  and 
defign  ;  he  only  ftudies  toftrike  bold  ftrokes,  which  may 
give  a  noble  air,  and  life  and  pafiion  to  his  figures ;  his 
head  is  full  of  the  thoughts  and  fentiments  of  the  he- 
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fentirriens  des  Ireros  qu’il  veut  reprefenter ;  il  fe  tranfi- 
porte  dans  les  fiecles  &  dans  toutes  les  circonftances  ou 
fe  ont  ete :  a  cette  efpece  d’enthoufiafme  il  faut  qu’il 
(joigne  une  fagefle  qui  fe  retienne,  que  tout  foit  vrai,  cor¬ 
ned,  &  proportionne  l’un  a  Fautre.  Croyez-vous, 
Telemaque,  qu’il  faillemoins  d’dievaflon  de  genie  & 
d’ efforts  de  penfees  pour  taire  un  grand  r'oi,  que  pour 
ikire  un  bon  peintre  f  Concluez  done  que  1’occupation 
d’uti  rbi  doit  etre  de  penfer,  de  former  de  grands  projets, 
&  de  choiiir  les  horames  propres  a  les  execitter  fous  lui. 

Telemaque  lui  repondit :  Il  me  femble  que  ye  com- 
prens  tout  ce  que  vous  dites  :  mais  fi  les  chofes  alloient 
ainfi,  un  roi  ieroit  fouvent  trompe,  ri’entrant  point  par 
lui-meme  dans  le  detail.  C’eft  vous-meme  qui  vous 
trompez,  repartit  Mentor  ;  ce  qui  empeche  qu’on  lie  foit 
trompe,  c’eft  la  connoiffance  gerierale  du  gouvertiement. 
Les  gens  qui  n’ont  point  de  principes  dans  les  affaires, 
&  qui  n’ont  point  de  vrai  difeernement  des  efpritsy  vont 
toujours  comme  a  tatons ;  c’eft  un  hazard  quand  ils  ne 
fe  trompent  pas.  Ils  ne  favent  pas  meme  precifement 
ce  qu’ils  cherchent,  ni  a  quoi  ils  doivent  tendre  ;  ils^  ne 
favent  que  fe  defier.  &  fe  defient  plutot  des  honnetes 
gens  qui  les  contredifent,  que  des  trompeurs  qui  les  flat- 
tent.  Au  contraire  ceux  qui  ont  des.  principes  pour  le 
gouvernement,  &  qui  fe  connoiiieht  en  hommes,  favent 
ce  qu’ils  doivent  chercher  en  eux.  Sc  les  moyens  d’y 
parveriir  :  ils  reconnoiflent,  du  moins  en  gros,  fi  les 
gens  dont  ils  fe  fervent,  font  des  inftrumens  propres  a 
leurs  defleins,  Sc  s’ils  entrent  dans  leurs  vues  pour  tendre 
au  but  qu’ils  fe  propofent.  D’ailleurs,  comme  ils  lie  fe 
jetent  pas  dans  les  details  accablans,  ils  ont  l’efprit  plus 
libre  pour  envifager  d’une  feule  vue  le  gros  de  l’ouvrage. 
Sc  pour  obferver  s’il  avance  vers  la  fin  principale;  s’ils 
font  trompes,  du  moins  ils  ne  le  font  guere  dans,  l’ef- 
fentiel.  Ils  font,  outre  cela,  au-deflus  des  petites  jalou¬ 
sies  qui  marquent  un  efprit  borne  &  une  ame  baffe.  Ils 
comprennent  qu’on  ne  peut  eviter  d’etre  trompe  dans 
les  grahdes  affaires,  puifqu’il  faut  s’y  fervir  des  hommes, 
qui  font  fi  fouvent  trompeurs.  On  perd  plus  dans  Lir- 
refolution  cu  jete  la  defiance,  qu’on  ne  perdroit  a  fe 
Iaiffer  un  peu  tromper.  On  eft  trop  heureux,  quand  oii 
n’eft  trompe  que  dans  les  chofes  medioct;es ;  les  grandes 
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roes  lie  deiigns  to  reprefeftt;  he  tranfports  himfelf  to  their 
tiqiesjt  and.  puts  himfelf  in.  all  the  circ  um  fiances  in  which 
they  have  been  :  To  this  kind  of  enthufiadn  he  mud  join 
the  curb  of  judgment,  that  the  whole  may  be  true,  cbr- 
reft  apd .proportionable.  J)o  you  think,  Telemachus, 
that  lefs  elevation  pf  genius  and  efforts  of  thought  are  re¬ 
quired  to  make  a  great  king  than  to  make  a  good  painter  ? 
Conclude  therefore  that  the  bufmefs  of  aking  ought  to  be 
to  think,  to  form  great  defigns,  and  to  chufe  perfons  pro¬ 
per  to  execute  them  under  him. 

Telemachus  replied,  I  comprehend  methinks  all  you 
fay;  but  if  things  were  thus,  a  king  not  entering  into 
particulars' himfelf  would  often  be  impofed  upon.  You 
are  niiftaken,  ahfwered  Mentor ;  a  general  knowledge  of 
government  prevents  their  being  impofed  upon.  Men 
.  who  obferve  no  maxims  in  affairs,  and  who  have  no  true 
difcernment  of  men,  are  always  groping  as  it  were  in  the 
dark,  and  it  is  a  chance  if  they  are  not  impofed  upon. 
They  do  not  well  know  what  they  look  for,  nor  which  way 
they  ought  to  direct  their  fieps ;  their  knowledge  extends- 
only  to  midrud,  and  they  fooner  midrud  men  of  probity 
who  contradict  them,  than  traitors  who  flatter  them.  On 
the  contrary,  they  who  have  certain  principles  to  govern 
by  and  a  knowledge  of  men,  know  what  they  are  to  ex¬ 
pert  of  them,  and  the  means  of  coming  at  it :  They  know, 
at  lead  in  general,  whether  the  perfons  they  employ  are 
proper  indruments  for  their  defigns,  and  whether  they  en¬ 
ter  enough  into  their  views  to  hit  the  mark  they  aim  at* 
Befides,  as  they  do  not  burden  themfelves  with  the  weight 
of  particulars,  their  minds  are  more  at  liberty  to  furvey 
at  one  view  the  whole  of  the  work,  and  to  obferve  if  it 
tends  towards  their  principal  defigri ;  if  they  ar.e  deceiv¬ 
ed,  it  hardly  ever  is  in  efientials.  Again,  they  are  above 
the  little  jealoufies  which  denote  a  narrow  mind  and  a 
groveling  foul.  They  know  that  it  is  not  pofiible  to  avoid 
being  deceived  in  important  affairs,  fince  they  are  obliged 
to  make  ufe;of  men,  who  are  fo  often  deceitful.  More 
is  lod  by  the  irrefolution  which  arifes.  from  diffidence, 
than  by  differing  one’s  feff  to  be  a  little  impofed  upon. 
Happy  the  man  who  is  impofed  upon  only  in  things  of 
little ; confequence  ;  the  more  important  may  go  oh  well, 
and  a  great  man  ought  only  to  be  in  pain  about  them.. : 
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ne  laiflent  pas  de  •s’acheminer,  &  e’eft  la  feule  chofe  dont 
un  grand  homme  doit  etre  en  peine.  II  faut  reprimer 
feverement  la  tromperie  quand  on  la  decouvre ;  mais  il 
faut  compter  fur  quelque  tromperie,  ft  on  ne  veut  pome 
ctre  veritablement  trompe.  Un  artifan  dans  fa  boutique 
voit  tout  de  fes  propres  yeux,  &  fait  tout  de  fes  propres 
mains.  Mais  un  roi  dans  un  grand  etat  ne  peut  tout 
faire,  ni  tout  voir.  II  ne  doit  faire  que  les  chofes  que 
nul  autre  ne  peut  faire  fous  lui;  il  me  doit,  voir  que  ce 
crui  entre  dans  la  decifton  des  chofes  importantes. 

Enfin  Mentor  dit  a  Telemaque  :  Lea^  Dieux  vous 
aiment,  &  vous  prepared  un  regne  plein  de  fagefte. 
Tout  ce  que  vous  voyez  ici  eft  fait,  moins  pour  la  glo- 
ire  d’Idomenee,  que  pour  votre  inftrudHon.  Tous  les 
fages  etabliffemens  que  vous  admirez  dans  Salente,  ne 
font  que  l’ombre  de  ce  que  vous  ferez  un  jour  a  Itha- 
que,  ft  vous  repondez  par  vos  vertus  a  votre  haute  def- 
tinee.  Il  eft  terns  que  nous  fongions  a  partir  d’ici.  Ido- 
menee  tient  un  vaifteau  pret  pour  notre  retour.  _  ^ 

Auffitot  Telemaque  ouvrit  fon  cceur  a  fon  ami,  mais 
avec  quelque  peine,  fur  un  attachement  qui  lui  fefoit 
regretter  Salente.  Vous  me  blamerez  peut-etre;  lui 
dit-il,  de  prendre  trop  facilement  des  inclinations  dans 
les  lieux  ou  je  paffe  ;  mais  mon  coeur  me  feroit  de  con- 
tinuels  reproches,  fi  je  vous  cachois  quej’aime  Antiope, 
fille  d’Idomenee.  Non,  mon  cher  Mentor,  ce  n  eft  pas 
une  paffton  aveugle,  comme  celle  dont  vous  m’avez  gue- 
ri  dans  1’ile  de  Calypfo.  J’ai  bien  reconnu  la  profon- 
deur  de  la  plaie  que  l’amour  m’avoit  fait  aupres  TEucha- 
ris  ;  je  ne  puis  encore  prononcer  fon  nom  fans  etre  trou¬ 
ble';  le  terns  &  l’abfence  n’ont  pu  l’efracer.  Cette  ex¬ 
perience  funefte  m’apprend  a  me  defier  de  moi-meme. 
Mais  pour  Antiope,  ce  que  je  reffens  n’a  rien  de  fembla- 
ble  ;  ce  n’eft  point  amour  paflionne,  e’eft  gout,  e’eft 
eftime,  e’eft  perfuafion.  Que  je  ferois  heureux  ft  je 
paffois  ma  vie  avec  elle  1  Si  jamais  les  Dieux  me  ren- 
dent  mon  pere,  &  qu’ils  me  permettent  de  choifir 
.  '  une  femme,  Antiope  fera  mon  epoufe..  Ce^  qui  me 
touche  en  elle,  e’eft  fon  filence,  fa  modeftie,  fa  retraite, 
{on  travail  aftidu,  fon  induftrie  pour  les  ouvrages  de 
laine  &  de  broderie,  fon  application  a  conduire  toute 

la  maifon  de  fon  pere  depuis  que  fa  mere  eft  morte  ; 
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Deceit  mull  be  feverely  punilhed  when  it  is  difcovered, 
but  one  mu  ft  expert  to  meet  with  fome  deceit,  if  one 
would  not  really  be  deceived.  A  mechanick  fees  every 
thing  in  his  Ihop  with  his  own  eyes,  and  does  everything 
with  his  own  hands  ;  but  a  king  can  neither  do  nor  fee 
everything  in  a  large  kingdoms  He  ought  to  do  no¬ 
thing  but  what  nobody ; el fe  can  do  under  him,  nor 
ought  he  to  fee  any  thing  but  what  concerns  the  decifion 
rf^HapportantJi^aiais.  fi  \  ial  strol  Sftrdt  3«5q  mjsnsm  Jpm 

In  fine.  Mentor  faid  to  Telemachus,  the  Gods  love 
you,  and  defign  you  a  reign  of  wifdom.  Everything: 
you  fee  here  is  done  lefs  for  Idomeneus’s  glory,  than  for 
your  inftru&ion.  All  the  wife  inftitutions  which  you  ad¬ 
mire  at  Salentump  are  but  a  fhadcw  of  what  you  will 
hereafter  do  in  Ithaca,  if  your  virtues  correfpond  to  your 
high  deftiny.  It  is  time  for  us  to  think  of  departing, 
hence.  Idonleneus  keeps  a  fhip  ready  for  our  return. 

Hereupon  Telemachus,  though  with  fome  difficulty, 
opened  his  heart  to  his  friend  concerning  an  attachment 
which  made  him  loth  to  leave  Salentum.  You  will  cen- 
fare  me  perhaps,  faid  he,  for  too  eafily  conceiving  pafi- 
fions  in  the  places  where  I  go  ;  but  my  heart  would  con¬ 
tinually  reproach  me,  fhould  I  not  tell  you  that  I  love 
Antiope,  the  daughter  of  Idomeneus.  This,  my  dear 
Mentor,  is  not  fuch  a  blind  pafiion  as  you  cured  me  of 
in  the  ifie  of  Calypfo.  I  have  been  thoroughly  fenfible 
of  the  depth  of  the  wound  I  received  from  love  when  I 
was  with  Eucharis ;  I  cannot  yet  pronounce  her  name 
without  diforder,  nor  have  time  and  abfence  been  able 
to  efface  it.  This  fatal  experience  teaches  me  to  be  dif¬ 
fident  of  myfelf.  But  what  I  feel  for  Antiope  is  quite 
another  thing.  It  is  not  the  phrenzy  of  love,  it  is  judg¬ 
ment,  it  is  efteem,  ft  is  conviftion.  How  happy  fliouid 
I  be  in  paffing  my  life  with  her  !  If  ever  the  Gods 
reftore  me  my  father,  and  permit  me  to  chufe  a  wife, 
Antiope  lhall  be  mine.  V/hat  charms  me  in  her,  is  her 
frlence,  her  modefty,  her  referve,  her  affiduity  in  labciir, 
her  induftry  in  works  of  wool  and  embroidery',  her  ap¬ 
plication  to  the  management  of  her  father’s  houfe  fince 
the  death  of  her  mother,  her  contempt  of  gaudy  appa- 
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Ton  mepris  des  vaines  parures,  L’oubli  ou  l’ignorance 
meme  qui  paroit  en  elle  de  fa  beaute.  Qdand  Idoifienee 
lui  ordonne  de  mener  les  danfes  des  jeunes  Cretoifes  au 
fon  des  flutes,  on  la  prendroit  pour  lariante  Venus,  -tant 
elle  eft  accompagnee  de'gtaees.  Quand  il  la  mene  avec 
lui  a  la  chaffe  dans  les  fbrets,  elle  paroit  majeftueufe  & 
adroite  a  tirer  del’arc  comme  Diane  au  milieu  de  fes. 
nvmphes.;  elle  feuld ;ifte  h  feit  y&W®  4e  monde 
V admire.  Quand 

qu’elle  porte  fur  fa  tetdles  chofes  fa^ees  dans  des  cor- 
beilles,  on  croiroit  qu’qlle  eft  elle-meme  la  Divinite  qui 
habite  dans  le  temple.  Avec  quelle  crainte  Sr  quelle  re¬ 
ligion  la  voyons-nous  offrir  des  faerifices.  Sc  ftechir  la 
eolere  des  Dieux,  quand  il  fau't  expier  quelque  faute, 
ou  detourner  quelque  funefte  prefage.  Enftn  quand 
©n  la  volt  avec  une  troupe  de  filles-,  tenant  en  fa  main. 

une  aiguille  d’dr,  ori  croit  que  c’eft.  Minerve  meme,. 

qui  a  pris  fur  la  terre  une  forme  humaine,  &  qui  in¬ 
spire  aux  hommes  les  beaux  arts.  Elle  amme  les  au- 
tres  a  travailier;  elle  leur  adoucit  le  travail  &  1- ennui, 
par  les  charmes  de  fa  voix,  lorfqu’elle  chante  toutes  les 
merveilleufes  hiftoires  des  Dieux  ;  &  elle  furpafle  la  plus 
exquife  peinture,  par  la  delicateffe  de  fes  brodenes. 
Heureux  L’homme  qn’un  doux  hymen  umra  avec  elle  ! 

Il  n’aura  a  craindre  que  de  la  perdre  Sc  de  lui  furvivre.  J  e 
prens  ici,  mon  cher  Mentor,  les  Dieux  a  temoms  que  je 
fuis  pret  a  partin';  j’aimerai  Antiope  tant  que  je  vivrai,T 
mais  elle  ne  retardera  pas  d’un  moment  mon  retoui  a. 
Ithaque.  Si  im  autre  la  devoit  poffeder;  je  pafferoisde 
refte  de  mes  jours  avec  trifteffe  &  amertume  :  mais  enftn 
ie  la  quitterai,  quoique  je  fache  que  Pablence  peut  me 
la  faire  perdre.  Je  ne  veux  nr  lui- parler,  m  parler  a 
fon  pere  de  mon  amour;  car  je  ne  dois  en  parler  qua. 
vous  feul,  jufqu’a  ce  quUlyffe,  remonte  fur  fon  trone,. 
rn’ait  declare  qu’il  y  codie  nt.  Vous  pouvez  reconnoitre 
par-la,  mon  cher  Mentor,  combien  cet-attachement  elt 
different  de  la  paffion,  dent  vous  m’avez  vu  aveugle 
pour  Eucharis. 

Mentor  repondit :  OTelemaque,  je  conviens  de  cette 
difference.  Antiope  eft  douce,  fimple>  fage;  fen  mams, 
ne  meprifent  point  le  travail  ;•  elle  prevoit  de  lorn,  elle 
pourvoit  k  tout,  elle  fait  fe  taire,  &  agtr  de  lutte  fans. 
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rel,  her  evident  forgetfulnefs  or  rather  ignorance  of  her 
:  ,  Idomeneu^  l$fd§  of 

the  young  Cretan  maidens -to  the  melody  of  flutes,  .{he 
is  attended  with  fo  many  graces,  that  one  would  take  her 
for  the  finding  Venus.;  when  he  takes  her  with  him  to 
hunt  "in  the  for efls,  fhe  feems  as  majeftick,  and  as  fkilful 
aij  hsnttengfja^^Q  : 

sbndhe  aloMoijs  ijr,,  woj-M^inires 

&  ,  >itu> [ QWhen Gods ,  and  car¬ 
ries  the  l'acred  offerings  in  bafkets  on  her  head,,  one 
would  think  that  ihe  herfelf  was  the  Divinity,  which 
inhabits  the  temple.  With  what  awe  and  what  de¬ 
votion  do, we  fee  her  offer  facrifices,  and  deprecate  the 

crime  is  to  be  expiated, 
©r  any  dreadful  omen  to  be  averted  !  In  fine,  when  one 
fees, her  with  a  company  of  maidens,  holding  a  golden 
needle  in  h&r  hand,  one  thinks  that  fhe  is  Minerva  her¬ 
felf,  who.  has  affumed  an  human  form  here  on  the  earth, 
„  and  is  teaching  the  polite  arts  to  men.  She  encourages 
others  to  work  ;  fhe  fweetens  their  toils,  and  wearinefs  by 
the  charms  of  her  voice,  when  fhe  lings  all  the  marvel¬ 
lous  hiftories  of  the  Gods  ;  and  fhe  excells  the  moft  ex- 
quiflte  paintings  by  the  delicacy  of  her  embroideries. 
Happy  the  man  whom  gentle  Hymen  joins  with  her ! 
He  will  have  nothing  to  fear  but  to  lofe  and  furvive  her. 
I  here  call  the  Gods  to  witnefs,  my  dear  Mentor,  that 
J  am  ready  to  depart ;  I  fhall  love  Antiope  as  long  as  I 
live,  but  fhe  fhall  not  one  moment  retard  my  return  to 
dthaca,  Were  another  to  poffefs  her,  I  fliould  pafs  the 
refl  of  my  days  in  bitternefs  and  forrovv ;  but  I  will 
leave  her,  though  I  know  that  abfenee  may  caufe  me  to 
lofe  her.  I  will  not  lpeak  to  her  nor  her  father  of  my 
love  ;  for  I  ought  to  fpeak  of  it  to  yotL only,  till  Ulyffes, 
re-feated  on  his  throne,  gives  me  his  confent  to  do  it. 
You  may  hereby  know,  my  dear  Mentor,  how  different 
this  attachment  is  from  the  pafflon  with  which  you  faw 
me  blinbpd  for  Eucharis. 

Mentor  replied,  I  grant,  Telemachus,  that  there  is  a 
difference.  Antiope  is  gentle,  ingenuous,  prudent ; 
her*  hands  dildain  not  labour  ;  file  forefees  things  long 
before  they  happen.,  fhe  provides  for  every  thing,  fhe 
knows,  how.  to  be  Aleut,  and  to  do  things  regularly 

without. 
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emprefiement  ;  elle  eft  a  toute  heure  occupee,  &  ne 
5?embarrafle  jamais,  parce  qu’eile  fait  chaque  chofe  a 
propos .  Le  bon  ordre  de  la  maifon  de  fon  pere  eft  fa 
gloire  ;  elle  en  eft  plus  ornee  que  de  fa  beaute.  Quoi- 
qu’elle  ait  foin  de  tout,  &  qu’eile  foit  chargee  de  cor¬ 
ner,  de  refufer,  d’epargner,  (chofes  qui  font  hair  pref- 
que  toutes  les  femmes)  elle  s’eft  rendue  aimable  a  toute 
la  maifon  ;  c’eft  qu’on  ne  trouve  en  elle  ni  paflion,  ni 
entetement,  ni  legerete,  ni  humeur,  comme  dans  les  au- 
tres  femmes.  D’un'feul  regard  elle  fe  fait  entendre,  & 
on  craint  de  lui  deplaire  ;  elle  donne  des  ordres  precis, 
elle  n’ordonne  que  ce  qu’on  peut  executer,  elle  feprend 
avec  bonte,  &  en  reprenant  elle  encourage.  Le  cceur 
de  fon  pere  fe  repofe  fur  elle,  comme  un  voyageur  abattu 
par  les  ardeurs  du  foleil,  fe  repofe  a  1’ombre  fur  l’herbe 
tendre.  Vous  avez  raifon,  Telemaque  ;  Antiope  eft  un 
trefor  digne  d’etre  recherche  dans  ^  les  terres  les  plus 
eloignees.  Son  efprit  non  plus  que  fon  corps  ne  fe  pare 
jamais  de  vains  ornemens  ;  fon  imagination,  quoique 
vive,  eftretenue^  elle  ne  parle  que  pour  la  neceftite  ; 
&  ft  elle  ouvre  la  bouche,  la  douce  perfualion  &  les 
graces  naives  coulent  de  fes  levres.  Des  qu’eile  patle, 
tout  le  monde  fe  tait,  &  elle  en  rougit ;  peu  s’en  faut 
qu’eile  ne  fupprime  ce  qu’elle  a  voulu  dire,  quand  elle 
s’apper9oit  qu’on  1’ecoute  fi  attentivement  ;  a  peine 
1’avons-nous  entendue  parler. 

Vous  fouvenez- vous,  6  Telemaque,  d’ an  jour  que 
fon  pere  la  fit  venir  ?  Elle  parut  les  yeux  baiftes,  cou- 
verte  d’un  grand  voile  ;  &  elle  ne  parla  que  pour  mo- 
derer  la  colere  d’ldomenee,  qui  vouloit  faire  punir  ri- 
goureufernent  un  de  fes  efclaves.  D’abord  elle  entra 
dans  fa  peine  ;  puis  elle  le  calma  ;  enfin  elle  lui  fit  en¬ 
tendre  ce  qui  pouvoit  excufer  ce  malheureux  ;  Sc  fans 
faire  fentir  au  roi  qu’il  s’etoit  trop  emporte,  elle  lui  in- 
fpira  des  fentimens  de  juftice  &  de  compaftion.  Thetis 
quand  elle  flatte  le  vieux  Ne'ree,  n’appaife  pas  avec  plus 
de  douceur  les  flots  irrites.  Ainfi  Antiope,  fans  cher- 
cher  a  prendre  aucune  autorite,  Sc  fans  fe  prevaloir  de 
fes  charmes,  maniera  un  jour  le  ccsur  de  fon  epoux, 
comme  elle  touche  maintenant  fa  lyre,  quand  elle  en 

veut 
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without  being  in  a  hurry  ;  fhe  is:  always  employed,  but 
never  in  a  confufion,  becaufe  lhe  does  every  thing  at  a 
proper  time.  The  good  order  of  her  father's  houfe  is 
her  glory,  and  adorns  her  more  than  her  beauty. 
Though  fhe  has  the  care  of  every  thing,  and  is.  charged 
with  the  office  of  reproving,  denying,  faving,  (things 
which  make  almoft  all  women  hated)  yet  has  lhe  made 
herfelf  the  delight  of  the  whole  houfe ;  becaufe  they  find 
in  her  neither  paffion,  nor  obftinacy,  nor  levity,  nor 
humour,  as  in  other  women.  With  a  fingle  glance  fhe 
makes  herfelf  underftood,  and  they  are  afraid  to  dif- 
pleafe  her  ;  fhe  gives  precife  orders,  lhe  commands  no¬ 
thing  but  what  may  be  done,  lhe  reproves  with  gentle- 
nefs,  and  encourages  when  lhe  reproves;  Her  father’s 
heart  relb  itfelf  upon  her,  as  a  traveller,  fainting  with 
the  heat  of  the  fun,  refts  himfelf  upon  the  tender  orafs 
in  the  lhade.  You  are  in  the  right,  Telemachus  ;  ^An- 
tiope  is  a  treafure  worthy'to  be  fought  after  in  the  re¬ 
mote#  countries.  Her  mind,  no  more  than  her  body, 
is  never  decked  with  vain  and  gaudy  ornaments  ;  her 
fancy,  though  lively,  is  reftrained  by  her  judgment ; 
lhe  does  not  fpeak  but  when  it  is  necelfary ;  and  when 
llie  open*  her  mouth,  foft  perfuafion  and  native  graces 
flow  from  her  lips.  When  lhe  fpeaks,  every  body  is 
filent,  and  lhe  blufhes  at  it ;  Are  can  hardly  help  fup- 
preffing  what  fhe  defigned  to  fay,  when  fhe  perceives'' 
that  fhe  is  lillened  to  with  fo  much  attention  ;  we  have 
fcarcely  heard  her  fpeak. 

Do  you  remember,  Telemachus,  when  her  father  one 
day  fent  for  her  ?  She  appeared  with  down-call  eyes, 
was  covered  with  a  large  veil,  and  fpoke  no  more  than 
was  necelfary  to  appeafe  Idomeneus’s  anger,  who  was 
going  to  chaflife  one  of  his  flaves  with  feverity.  She  at 
fir  ft  joined  in  his  refentment,  then  lhe  calmed  him,  at 
length  fhe  intimated  what  might  be  alledged  in  the 
wretch’s  excufe,  and  without  making  the  king  fenfible 
that  he  was  too  much  tranfported,  fhe  infpired  into  him 
fentiments  of  juftice  and  companion.  Thetis  when  fhe 
fooths  old  Nereus,  dees  not  more  gently  calm  the  angry 
billows.  In  this  manner  will  Antiope,  without  aflummg 
any  authority,  or  taking  any  advantage  from  her  charms, 
one  day  manage  the  heart  of  her  hulband,  as  lhe  now 

touches 
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veut  tirer  les  plus  tendres  accords.  Encore  une  fois, 
Telemaque,  votre  amour  pour  elle  eft  jufte  ;  les  Dieux 
vous  la  deftinent,  vous  -Paimez  d’un  amour  raifonable, 
il  faut  attendre  qu’Ulyfle  vous  la  donne.  Je  vous  loue 
de  n’ avoir  pas  voulu  lui  decouvrir  vos  fentimens  ;  mais 
fachez  que  fi  vous  eufliez  pris  quelques  detours  pour  lui 
apprendre  vos  deffeins,  elle  les  auroit  rejetes,  &  auroit 
cefle  de  vous  eftimer.  Elle  ne  fe  promettra  jamais  a 
perfonne ;  elle  fe  laiffera  donner  par  fon  pere ;  elle  ne 
prendra  jamais  pour  epoux  qu’un  homme  qui  craigne  les 
Dieux,  &  qui  remplifte  toutes  les  bienfeances.  Avez- 
vous  obferve  comme  moi,  qu’elle  fe  montre  encore 
moins,  &  qu’elle  baifle  plus  les  yeux  depuis  votre  re¬ 
tour?  Elle  fait  tout  ce  qui  vous  eft  arrive  d’heureux  dans 
la  guerre ;  elle  n’ignore  ni  votre  naiffance,  ni  vos  aven- 
tures,  ni  tout  ce'  que  les  Dieux  ont  mis  en  vous  ;  c’eft 
ce  qui  la  rend  fi  modefte  &  ft  refervee.  Allons,  Tele¬ 
maque,  allons  vers  Xthaque  ;  il  ne  me  refte  plus  qu-’a 
vous  faire  trouver  votre  pere,  &  qu’a  vous  mettre  en 
etat  d’obtenir  une  epoufe  digne  de  l’age  d’or  :  fut-elle 
bergere  dans  la  froide  Algide,  au  lieu  qu’elle  eft  fille 
d’un  roi  de  Salente,  vous  ferez  trop  heureux  de  la  pof- 
feder. 
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touches  her  lyre,  when  fhe  would  draw  forth  itsfweeteft 
melody.  Once  again,  Telemachus,  I  own  that  your 
affection  for  her  -is  reafonable  ;  the  Gods  defign  her  for 
you  ;  you  love  her  with  a  rational  paffion,  but  you  mult 
wait  till  Ulyffes  gives  her  to  you.  I  commend  you  for  not  • 
difcovering  your  fentiments  to  her;  but  know  that  if  you 
had  by  any  indirefi:  means  acquainted  her  with  your  de- 
figns,  fhe  would  have  rejeded  them,  and  have  ceafed  to 
efteem  you.  She  will  never  promife  lierl'elf  to  any 
body  ;  Ihe  will  leave  her  father  to  dilpofe  of  her,  and 
will  take  for  an  hulband  none  but  a  man  who  fears  the 
Gods,  and  diicharges  all  his  duties.  Have  you  not  ob- 
ferved  as  well  as  I,  that  Ihe  lefs  frequently  appears,  and 
that  fhe  oftener  bends  her  eyes  on  the  ground  fince  your 
return  ?  She  knows  all  your  fuccefs  in  the  war ;  Ihe  is 
not  ignorant  of  your  birth,  of  your  adventures,  or  of 
any  qualification  which  the  Gods  have  bellowed  upon 
you  :  it  is  this  that  makes  her  fo  fhy  and  referved.  Let 
us  go,  Telemachus,  let  us  go  to  Tthaca  ;  I  have  nothing 
more  to  do  but  to  conduct  you  to  your  father,*  and  to  put 
you  in  a  condition  to  obtain  -a  bride  worthy  of  the  golden 
age  :  Were  fhe  a  fhepherdefs  on  the  frigid  Algidus,  in- 
Head  of  the  daughter  of  a  king  of  Salentum,  you  would 
be  the  happieft  of  men  in  poffefling  her. 


END  OF  THE  TWENTY-SECOND  BOOK. 
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Jdomenee  craignant  le  depart  de  fes  deux  holes,  propofe  er 
Mentor  plujieurs  affaires  embarraffdntes ,  V affur ant  qu  \l 
ne  les  pourra  regler  fans  fon  fecours .  Mentor  lui-  expliqug. 
comment  il  doit  fe  comporter ,  &  tient  ferme  pou7  rent- 
mener  T 'elemaque .  1  dome  nee  ejfaye  encore  de  les  reteniry 

en  excitant  la  paffion  de  ce  dernier  pour  Antiope  :  il  les 
engage  dans  une  par, tie  de  chaffe ,  cu  ilnseut  qne  fa  file  fe 
trowve.  Elle  y  feroit  dechiree  par  un  fanglier ,  fans 
t elemaque  qui  la  fauve.  Il  fent  enfuits  beaucoup  de 
repugnance  d  la  quitter,  &  d  prendre  conge  du.  roi  fon  - 
pere*.  .  Mais  etant  encourage  par  Mentor ,  il  furmonte  fa 
peine,  &  s'embarque  pour  fa  patrie* 

IDOMENEE,  qui  craignoit  le  depart  de  Telemaque 
&  de  Mentor,  ne  fongeoit  qu’a  le  retarder.  Il  re- 
nrefenta  a  Mentor  qu’il  ne  pouvoit  regler  fan?  lui  un 
differend,  qui  s’dtoit  eleve  entre  Diophanes^  pretre  de 
Jupiter  Confer vateur,  &  Heliodore”,  pretre  a’ Apollon, 
fur  les  prefages  qu’on  tire  du  voLdes  oile.aux,  &  des  en- 
trailles  des  vi&imes.  Pourquoi,  lui  dit  Mentor,  vous 
xneleriez-vous  des  cliofes  facrees  ?  Laiilez-en  la  decilion 
aux  Etruriens,  qui  ont  la  tradition  des  plus  anciens  ora¬ 
cles,  &  qui  font  infpires  pour^etre  les  interpretes  des 
1  Dieux, 
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The  ARGUMENT. 

Itfomeneui  fearing  the  departure  of  his  t*wo  guefs,  propofes fe¬ 
deral  intricate  affairs  to  Mentor,  affuring  him  that  he 
could  not  fettle  them  without  his  afffance.  Mentor  tells 
him  how  he  ought  to  a£l, and  perffs  in  his  reflation  to 
carry  Telemachus  home,  Idomeneus  again  attempts  to  de*- 
tain  them  by  exciting  the  paffion  of  the  latter  for  Antiope.: 
lie  engages  them  in  a  hunting  match,  at  which  he  orders 
his  daughter  to  be  prefent .  She  would  have  been  torn  in- 
pieces  by  a  wild  boar,  but  for  Telemachus  who  ref  cues  her. 

,  -He  is  afterwards  very  unwilling  to  forfake  her ,  and  to 
take  leave  of  the  king  her  father ;  but  being  encouraged  by 
Mentor,  he  overcomes  his  rein  fiance ,  and  embarks  for  his 
native  country , 

IDOMENEUS,  who  feared  the  departure  of  Tele- 
machus  and  Mentor,  made  it  his  whole  Audy  to  re¬ 
tard  it.  Fie  reprefented  to  Mentor  that  he  could  not 
without  him  adjufl:  a  difpute  that  was  rifen  between  Dio- 
phanes,  a  prieft  of  Jupiter  Confervator,  and  Heliodorus, 
a  priefl  of  Apollo,  concerning  the  prefages  which  are 
drawn  from  the  flight  of  birds  and  the  entrails  of  vidims.. 
Why,  laid  Mentor,  would  you  intermeddle  in  things  fa- 
cred?  Leave  the  decifion  of  them  to  the  Etrurians,  who 
have  the  tradition  of  the  molt  ancient  oracles,  and  are  in- 

fpired^ 
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DienX.  Employez  feulement  votre  autorite  a  etfaiiffer 
Ces  difputes  des  leur  naiffance.  .  Ne  montrez  ni  partia- 
lite,  ni  prevention  :  contentez- vous  d’appuyer  la  decifiott 
quand  elle  fera  ftite.  Souvenez-vous  qu’un  roi  doit  etre 
founds  d  la  religion,  &  qu’il  ne  doit  jamais  entreprendre 
de  la  regler  :  la  religion  vient  des  Lbeux ;  die  eft  au- 
deffus  des  rois.  Si  les  rois  fe  melent  de  la  religion,  au 
lieu  de  la  proteger,  ils  la  mettent  en  Servitude.  Les 
rois  font  ft  puiffans,  &  les  autres  homines  font  ft  foibles, 
que  tout -fera  en  peril  d’etre  altere  au  gre  des  rois,  ft  on 
les  fait  entrer  ’dans  les  queftions  qui  regardent  les  chofes 
facrees.  Laiffez  done  en  pleine  liberte  la  decifion  aux 
amis  des  DieUx,  &  bornez-vous  a  reprimer  ceux  qui 
n’obeiront  pas  a  leur  jugement,  quand  il  aura  ete  pro  - 
iidnd6.n?as“Ifn,,;ej;,5I?  li5a*  03  ffn0  n0  ’  „ 

^  ,  9  Di;  rn  i  '  l 

Enfuite  Idomenee  fe  plaignit  de  l’embarras  oil  ii 
etoit  fur  un  grand  nombre  de  proces  ehtre  divers  parti- 
culiers,  qu’on  le  prelfoit  de  juger.  Decidez,  lui  re- 
pondoit  Mentor,  toutes  les  queftions  nouvelles  qui  vont 
a  etablir  des  maximes  generates  de  jurifprudence^  Sc  a 
interpreter  les  loix ;  mais  ne  vous  charge  z  jamais  de 
juger  les  caufes  particulieres :  elles  viendroient  toutes 
en  foule  vous  affieger.  Vous  feriez  l’unique  juge  de 
votre  peuple.  Tous  les  autres  juges,  qui  font  fous 
vous,  deviendroient  inutiles;  vous  feriez  accable,  Si  les 
petites  affaires  vous  deroberoient  aux  grandes,  Ians  que 
vbus  puffiez  fuffire  a  regler  le  detail  des  petites.  Gar- 
dez-vous  done  bien  de  vous  jeter  dans  cet  embarras  ; 
renvoyez  les  affaires  des  particuliers  aux  juges  ordi-  . 
naires  ;  ne  faites  que  ce  que  nul  autre  ne  peut  faire  pour 
vous  foulager  ;  vbus  ferez  alofs  les  veritable*  fonftions 

de  roi.  .  *  .  ....  ^ 

On  me  preffe  encore,  difoit  Idomenee,  de  faire  certains 

manages.  Les  perfonnes  d’une  naiffance  diftinguee,  qui 
in’ont  fuivi  dans  toutes  leS  guerres,  &  qui  orit  perdu  de 
tres-grands  biens  en  me  fervant,  voudroient  trouver  une 
efpece  de  recompenfe,  en  epoufant  certaines  filles  ric :h es ; 
je  ri’ai  qu’un  mot  a  dire  pour  leur  procurer  ces  etabliffe-  , 

mens.  . 

II  eft  vrai,  repondit  Mentor,  qu’il  ne  vous  en  couteroit 

qu’un  mot  5  mais  ce  mot  lui-meme  vous  couteroimop 
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fpired,  that  they  may  be  the  .interpreters  of  the  Gods. 
Ufe  your  authority  only  to,  ftifle  thefe  difputes  in  their 
birth.  Show  neither  partiality  nor  prejudice ;  centent 
yourfelf  with  fupporting  the  decifion  when  it  is  made. 
Remember  that  a  king  is  to  be  fubjedt  to  religion,  and  is 
never  to  take  upon  him  the  regulation  of  it:  Religion 
comes  from  the  Gods,  and  is  above  kings.  If  kings  med- 
die  with  religion,  inftead  of  protecting  .they  enflave  it.- 
Kings  are  fo  powerful,  and  other  men  fo  weak,  that  every 
thing  will  be  in  danger  of  being  changed,  according  to 
the  fancy  of  princes,  if  Jhey  Ihould  be  permitted  to  con¬ 
cern  themfel  ves  in  queltions  relating  to  things  facred. 
Leave  therefore,  the,  free  decifion  of  them  to  the  favou¬ 
rites  of  the  Gods,  and  confine  yourfelf  to  the  quelling  of 
thofe  who  fhall  not  conform  to  their  determination  when 
it  is  made. 

Idomeneus  afterwards  complained  of  the  perplexity  he 
was  in  with  regard  to  a  great  number  of  law-fuits  be¬ 
tween  divers  private  perfons,  which  he  was  importuned 
to  determine.  Decide,  .replied  Mentor,  all  new  quef- 
-tions,  which  may  be  the  foundations  of  general  maxims, 
and  become  precedents  of  law  ;  but  never  burthen  your¬ 
felf  with  trying  private  caufes :  they  would  come  and 
befiege  you  in  crowds.  You  would  be  the  only  judge  of 
all  your  people.  All  the  other  judges,  who  are  under 
you,  would  become  ulelefs  ;  you  would  be  overburthen- 
ed  ;  trifling  affairs  would  take  you  off  from  the  impor¬ 
tant,  and  yet  you  would  not  be  fuificient  to  adjuff  all  the 
particulars  of  the  trifling.  Take  care  therefore  not  to 
plunge  yourfelf  into  this  perplexity  ;  refer  the  caufes  of 
private  perfons  to  the  ordinary  judges  ;  dcf  nothing  but 
what  nobody  elfe  can  do  to  eafe  you,  and  you  will  then 
difcharge  the  real  functions  of  a  king. 

I  am  alfo  importuned,  faid  Idomeneus,  to  interfere 
in  certain  marriages.  The  perfons  of  dillinguifhed  birth, 
who  attended  me  in  all  my  wars,  and  who  loll  large 
efiates  in  my  feryice,  aim  at  a  fort  of  recompence  by 
marrying  certain  rich  maidens ;  and  I  need  but  fpeakone 
word  to  procure  thefe  fortunes  for  them. 

It  is  true,  replied  Mentor,  that  it  would  cofl:  you  but 
one  word  ;  but  this  word  itfelf  would  coff  you  too  dear. 

Would 


I 


. *S6  TELEM  AQUE.  Liv.  XXHT; 

cher.  Voudriez-vous*6ter  aux  per£s  &  aux  meres  la  li- 
berte  &  la  confolation  de  choifir  leurs  gendres,  &  par 
confequent  leurs  heritiers  ?  Ce  feroit  mettre  toutes  les  fa¬ 
milies  dans  le  plus  rigoureux  efclavage.  Vous  vous  ren- 
driez  refponfable  de  tous  les  malheurs  domeftiques  de  vos 
citoyens.  Les  manages  ont  aflez  d’epines,  fans  leurdon- 
ner  encore  ’cette  amertune.  Si  vous  avez  des  ferviteurs  \ 
fideles  a  recompenfer,  donnez-leur  des  terres  incultes  ; 
ajoutez-y  des  rangs  &  des  honneurs  proportionnes  a  leur 
condition  &  a  leurs  fervices.  Ajoutez-y,  s’il  le  faut, 
quelque  argent  pris  par  vos  epargnes  fur  les  fonds  def- 
tines  a  votre  depenfe" :  mai^  ne  payez  jamais  vos  dettes, 
cn  facrifiant  les  filles  riches  malgre  leur  parente. 

Idomenee  paffa  bientot  de  cette  queftion  a  une  autre. 
Les  Sibarites,  difoit-il;  fe  plaignent  de  ce  quenous  avons 
ufurpe  des  terres  qui  leur  appartiennent,  Sc  de  ce  que 
nous  les  avons  donnees,  comme  des  champs  a  defricher 
aux  etrangers  que  nous  avons  attires  depuis  peu  ici.  Ce- 
derai-je  a  ces  peuples  ?  Si  je  le  fais,  chacun  croira  qu5il 
n’a  qu’a  former  des  pretentions  fur  nous. 

II  n’eft  pas  jufte,  repondit  Mentor,  de  croire  les  Siba¬ 
rites  dans  leur  propre  caufe  :  mais  il  n’eft  pas  jufte  aufii 
de  vous  croire  dans  la  votre.  Qui  croirons-nous  done, 
repartit  Idomenee  ?  II  ne  faut  croire,  pourfuivit  Men¬ 
tor,  aucune  des  deux  parties  :  mais  il  faut  prendre  pour 
arbitre  un  peuple  voilin,  qui  ne  foi t  lurpeft  d  aucun  cote , 
tels  font  les  Sipontins  :  ils  n’ont  aucun  interet  contraire 
a.ux  votres..  Mais  fuis-je  oblige,  repondit  Idomenee,  de 
croire  quelque  arbitre  ?  Ne  fuis-je  pas  roi  ?  Un  fouve- 
rain  eft-il  oblige  de  fe  foumettre  a  des  etrangers  fur 

l’etendue  de  fa  domination  ? 

Mentor  reprit  ainfi  le  difeours  :  Puifque  vous  voulez 
tenir  ferme,  il  faut  que  vous  jugiez  que  votre  droit  eft 
bon.  D’un  autre  cote  les  Sibarites  ne  relachent  rien  ; 
ils  foutiennent  que  leur  droit  eft  certain.  Dans  cette  op- 
pofition  de  fentimens,  il  faut  qu’un  arbitre  choifi  par  les^ 
parties  vous  accommode,  ou  que  le  fort  des  armes  decide; 
il  n’y  a  point  de  milieu.  Si  vous  entriez  dans  une  re- 
publique,  ou  il  n’y  eut  ni  magiilrats  ni  juges,^&  ou 
chaque  famille  fe  crut  en  droit  de  fe  faire  juftice  a  elle-, 

meme  par  violence  fur  toutes  fes  pretentions  contre  fes 

'  voifins. 
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Would  you  deprive  fathers  and  mothers  of  the  liberty 
and  fatisfadion  of  chufmg  their  fons-in-law,  and  confe- 
quently  their  heirs  ?  This  were  to  bring  all  families  into 
the  fevered  ilavery.  You  would  make  yourfelf  anfwer- 
able  for  all  the  doniedick  evils  of  your  fubje&s.  Mar¬ 
riage  is  full  enough  of  thorns  without  this  addition  of 
bitternefs.  If  you  have  faithful  fervants  to  reward,  give 
them  uncultivated  lands  ;  to  thefe  add  rank  and  honours 
in  proportion  to  their  condition  and  fervices.  Add  like- 
wife,  if  neceflary,  fome  money  faved  out  of  the  funds 
appointed  for  your  own  cxpences  :  But  never  pay  your 
debts  by  facridcing  young  maidens  of  fortune  contrary  to 
the  inclination  of  their  families. 

Idomeneus  foon  palled  from  this  quedion  to  another. 
The  Sibarites,  faid  he,  complain  of  our  ulurping  lome 
lands  that  belong  to  them,  and  of  our  giving  them  as 
grounds  to  be  cultivated  to  the  drangers  whom  we  have 
lately  allured  hither.  Shall  I  yield  to  thefe  people-?  If 
I  do,  every  one  will  think  that  he  needs  only  to  form 
pretendons  upon  us,  to  have  what  he  claims. 

It  is  not  reasonable,  replied  Mentor,  to  believe  the 
Sibarites  in  their  own  caufe,  neither  is  it  reafonable  to 
believe  you  in  yours.  Who  then  mud  decide  the  matter* 
replied  Idomeneus?  Neither  of  the  two  parties,  conti¬ 
nued  Mentor.  A  neighbouring  people,  whom  neither 
fide  can  fufpeft  of  partiality,  mud  be  chofen  as  an  um¬ 
pire  ;  fuch  are  the  Sipontines-,  who  have  no  intered  op- 
pofite  to  yours.  But  am  I  obliged,  rejoined  Idomeneus, 
to  be  determined  by  an  umpire  ?  Am  I  not  a  king  ? 
Mud  a  fovereign  fubmit  himfelf  to  foreigners  as  to  the 
extent  of  his  dominions  ? 

Mentor  thus  refumed  the  difeourfe.  Since  you  per- 
fid  in  keeping  the  lands,  you  mud  necedhrily  believe 
that  your  title  to  them  is  good.  The  Sibarites,  on  the 
other  dde,  abate  nothing  of  their  pretendons,  and 
maintain  that  their  right  is  incontedible.  In  this  oppo- 
iition  of  opinions  an  arbitrator  chofen  by  both  parties 
mud  make  up  t!he  difference,  or  the  fate  of  arms  decide 
it ;  there  is  no  medium.  Were  you  to  go  into  a  repub- 
lick,  where  there  are  neither  magidrates  nor  judges,  and 
where  every  family  fhouM  think  it  had  a  right  to  do  it- 
felf  judice  by  violence  againd  all  the  pretendons  of  its 

neighbours. 
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voifins,  vous  deploreriez  le  malheur  d’une  telle  nation, 
&  vous  auriez  horfeur  de  cet  affreux  defordre,  ou  toutes  les 
families  s’armeroient  les  unes  contre  les  autres.  Croyez- 
vous  que  les  Dieux  regardent  avec  moins  d’horreur  le 
monde  entier,  qui  ell  la  republique  univerfelle,  fi  chaque 
peuple,  qui  n’y  eft  que  comme  une  grande  famille,  le 
eroit  en  plein  droit  de  fe  faire  par  violence  juftice  a  foi- 
meme  fur  toutes  fes  pretentions  contre  les  autres  peuples 
voifms  ?  Un  particulier  qui  pofiede  un  champ,  comme 
i’heritage  de  fes  ancetres,  ne  peut  s’y  maintenir  que  par 
l’autorite  des  loix,  &  par  le  jugement  des  magiftrats.  II 
feroit  tres-feverement  puni  comme  un  feditieux,  s’il  vou- 
loit  conferver  par  la  force  ce  que  la  juftice  lui  a  donije. 
Croyez-vous  que  les  rois  puiffent  employer  d’abord  la 
violence  pour  foutenir  leurs  pretentions,  fans  avoir  tente 
toutes  les  voies  de  douceur  &  d’humanite?  La  juftice  n’eft- 
elle  pas  encore  plus  facree  Sc  plus  inviolable  pour  les  rois 
par  rapport  a  des  pays  entiers,  que  pour  les  familks  par 
rapport  a  quelques  champs  laboures  ?  Sera-t-on  mjufte 
Sc  raviffeur,  quand  on  ne  prend  que  quelques  arpens  de 
terre  ?  Sera-t-on  jufte,  fera-t-on  heros,  quand  on  prend 
des  provinces  ?  Si  on  fe  previent,  ft  on  fe  ftatte,  ft  on 
s’aveugle  dans  les  petits  interets  des  particuliers,  ne 
doit-oh  pas  encore  plus  craindre  de  fe  flatter.  Sc  de  s  a- 
veugler  fur  les  grands  interets  d’etat  ?  Se  croira-t-on  foi- 
meme  dans  une  matiere  ou  l’on  a  tant  de  raifons  de  fe 
defier  de  fe  foi  ?  Ne  craindra-t-on  point  de  fe  tromper 
dans  des  cas,  ou  l’erreur  d’un  feul  homme  a  des  confe- 
qqences  affreufes  ?  L’erreur  d’un  roi  qui  fe  flatte  fur  fes 
pretentions,  caufe  fouvent  dq^  ravages,  des  famines,  des 
malfacres,  des  pertes,  des  depravations  de  mceurs,  dont  les 
eftets  funeftes  s’etendent  jufques  dans  les  ftecles  les  plus 
recules.  Un  roi,  qui  aflemble  toujours  tant  de  flatteurs 
autour  de  lui,  ne  craindra-t-il  point  de  etre  flatte  en  ces 
occaftons?  S’il  convient  de  quelque  arbitre  pour  termi¬ 
ner  le  differend,  il  montre  fon  equite,  la  bonne  foi,  la 
moderation  :  il  publie  les  folides  raifons,  fur  lefquelles 
fa  caufe  eft  fondee.  L’arbitre  choift  eft  un  mediateur 
amiable,  &  non  un  juge  de  rigueun  On  ne  fe  loumet 
pas  aveuglement  a  fes  deciftons,  mais  on  a  pour  lui  une 
grande  deference.  Il  ne  prononce  pas  une  fentence  en 
juge  fouverain;  mais  il  fait  des  propofitions,  &  on  la- 
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neighbours  ;  you  would  deplore  the  mifery  of  fuch  a 
nation,  and  be  ftruck  with  horror  at  its  dreadful  difor- 
ders,  where  all  families  would  arm  themfelves  one 
again  ft  another.  Do  you  think  the  Gods  would  with  Iefs 
horror  behold  the  whole  world,  which  is  the  univerfai 
commonwealth,  fhould  every  nation,  which  is  but  as, a 
large  family,~think  it  had  a  right  to  do  itfelf  juftice  by; 

.  violence,  as  to  all  the  pretenfions  it  had  upon  other 
neighbouring  nations  ?  A  private  man,  who  poffeffes  a 
field  by  inheritance  from  his  anceftors,  cannot  maintain 
himfelf  in  it  but  by  the  authority  of  the  laws  and  the 
decree  of  the  magiftrates ;  he  would  be  feverely  pu¬ 
nched  as  a  feditious  perfon,  fhould  he  attempt  to  main¬ 
tain  by  force  what  juftice  has  given  him.  And  do  you 
think  that  kings  may  immediately  make  ufe  of  violence 
to  fupport  their  pretenfions,  without  having  firft  tried  all 
the  ways  of  gentlenefs  and  humanity?  Is  not  juftice 
much  more  facred  and  inviolable  in  king?  with  regard 
to  whole  countries,  than  in  private  families  with  regard 
to  a  few  plough’d  fields  ?  Is  a  man  unjUft,  and  a  rob¬ 
ber,  who  feizes  a  few  acres  And  is  he, juft, 

and  an  hero,  who  feizes  whole  provinces?  If  men  are 
prejudiced,  if  they  are  deceived  and  blinded  in  the  trw 
fling  concerns  of  private  perfons,  ought  they  not  to  be 
much  more  afraid  of  being  deceived  and  blinded  in  the 
great  concerns  of  ftate  ?  Shall  a  man  rely  upon  his  own 
judgment  in  an  affair  wherein  he  has  fo  much  reafon  to 
miftruft  it  ?  Will  he  not  dread  being  miftaken  in  cafes, 
wherein  the  error  of  a  fingle  perfon  has  fuch  terrible  confe- 
quences  ?  The  miftake  of  a,  prince  whole  pretenfions  are 
ill-grounded,  often  occafions  .devaftations,  famines,  maf- 
facres,  Ioffes,  and  depravation  of  manners,  whole  fatal 
effe&s  extend  to  the  remote!!  ages.  Should  not  a  king, 
who  is  continually  furrounded  by  crowds  of  flatterers, 
fear  his  being  flattered  on  thefe  occafions  ?  If  he  agrees 
upon  an  umpire  \o  decide  the  difference,  he  gives  a 
proof  of  his  equity,  fincerity  and  moderation,  and  pub- 
fifties  the  folid  reafons  on  which  his  caufe  is  founded. 
The  appointed  umpire  is  a  friendly  mediator,  and  not  a 
fevere  judge.  His  decifions  are  not  blindly  lubmitted 
to,  but  a  great  deference  is  paid  to  him.  He  does  not 
pronounce  fentence  like  a  fupreme  judge  ;  but  he  makes  , 
Tom,  II.  O  -  propofitions 
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crifie  quelque  chofe  par  fes  confeils,  pour  conferver  la 
paix.  Si  la  guerre  vient,  malgre  tous  les  foins  qu’un 
roi  prend  pour  conferver  la  paix,  il  a  du  moins  alors 
pour  lui  le  temoignage  de  fa  confcience,  l’eftime  de^  fes 
voifins,  &  la  joJfte  prote&ion  des  Dieux.  Idomenee 
touche  de  ce  difcours,  confentit  que  les  Sipontins  fuffent 
mediateurs  entre  lui  Sc  les  Sibarites. 

Alors  le  roi  voyant  que  tous  les  mdyens  de  retenir  les 
deux  etrangers  lui  echappoient,  effaya  de  les  arreter  par 
un  lien  plus  fort.  II  avoit  remarque  que  Telemaque 
aimoit  Antiope,  Sc  il  efpera  de  le  prendre  par  cette  paf- 
fion .  Dans  cette  vue  il  la  fit  chanter  plufieurs  fois  pen¬ 
dant  des  feflins  ;  elle  le  fit  pour  ne  pas  defobeir  a  fon 
pere,  mais  ave.c  tant  d.e  smodeftie  &  de  trifteffe,  qu\)n 
voyoit  bien  la  peine  qu’elle  fouffroit  en  obeiflant.  ^  Ido¬ 
menee  alia  jufqu’a  vouloir  qu’elle  chamat  la  vidtoire 
remportee  fur  les  Dauniens  &  fur  Adrafle  :  mais  elle  ne 
put  fe  refoudre  a  chanter  les  louanges  de  Telemaque; 
elle  s’en  defendit  avec  refpefl,  &  foil  pere  n’ofa  la  con- 
traindre.  Sa  voix  douce  &  touchante  penetroit  le  cceur 
du  jeune  fils  d’Ulyffe  ;  il  etoit  tout  emu.  Idomenee, 
qui  avoit  les  yeux  attaches  fur  lui,  jouiffoit  du  plaifir  de 
remarquer  fon  trouble :  mais  T elemaque  ne  fefoit  pas 
femblant  d’appercevoir  les  deffeins  du  roi.  Il  ne  pou- 
voit  s’empecher  en  ces  occafions  d’etre  fort  touche ; 
mais  la  raifon  etoit  en  lui  au  deffus  ,du  fentiment.  Sc  ce 
n’etoit  plus  ce  meme  Telemaque,  qu’une  pafiion  tyranni- 
que  avoit  autrefois  captive  dans  Pile  de  Calypfo.  Pen¬ 
dant  qu’ Antiope  chantoit,  il  gardoit  un  profcnd  filence; 
des  qu’elle  avoit  fini,  il  fe  hatoit  de  tourner  la  converfa- 
tion  fur  quelqu’autre  matiere. 

Le  roi  ne  pouvant  par  cette  voie  reuffir  dans  fon  der- 
fein,  prit  enfin  la  refolution  de  faire  une  grande  chafie, 
dont  il  voulut  donner  le  plaifir  a  fa  fille.  Antiope 
pleura,  ne  voulant  point  y  aller :  mais  il  fallut  executer 
I’ordre  de  fon  pere.  Elle  monte  un  cheval  ecumant, 
fougueux,  &  femblable  a  ceux  que  Caftor  domptoit  pour 
les  combats ;  elle  le  conduit  fans  peine  :  une  troupe  de 
jeunes  filles  la  fuit  avec  ardeur  ;  elle  paroit  au  milieu 
d’elles,  corarae  Diane  dans  les  forets.  Le  roi  la  voit. 

Sc 
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proportions,  and  fo'me  things  are  given  up  by  his  advice 
for  the  prefer vation  of  peace.  If  a  war  happens,  not- 
withftanding  all  the  pains  which  a  prince  takes  to  pre¬ 
serve  peace,  he  then  at  lead:  has  oil  his  fide  the  teftimony 
of  his  confidence,  the  efteem  of  his  neighbours,  and  the 
juft  protection  of  the  Gods.  Idomeneus  Was  affected  by 
this  difcourfe,  and  confented  that  the  Sipontines  fhould 
be  mediators  between  him  and  the  Sibarites. 

The  king  then  perceiving  that  all , his  attempts  to  de¬ 
tain' the  two- Hungers  Were  in  vain,  tried  to  hold  them 
by  a  ftronger  tie.  He  had  obferved  that  Telemachus 
loved  Antiope,.  and  he  hoped  to  detain  him  by  that  paf- 
lion.  With  this  view  he  ordered  her  to  ling  at  feveral 
entertainments  5  fhe  did  it  that  (he  might  not  difobey 
her  father,  but  with  fuch  a  referred  and 'melancholy  air, 
that  one  eafily  faw  the  pain  the  differed  by  her  obedi¬ 
ence.  Idomeneus  went  fo  far  as  to  bid  her  fing  the  vic¬ 
tory  gained  over  the  Daunians  and  Adraftus  ;  but  fhe 
could  not  prevail  on  herfelf  to  fmg  the  praifes'of  Tele¬ 
machus  ;  fhe  excufed  herfelf  in  a  refpe&ful  manner, 
and  her  father  did  not  think  fit  to  conftrain  her.  Her 
fweet  and  ravifhing  voice  went  to  the  very  foul  of  the 
young  fon  of  Ulyffes  ;  he  was  quite  tranfported.  Ido¬ 
meneus,  whofe  eyes  were  fixed  upon  him,  took  a  plea- 
fure  in  obferving  his  tranfport;  but  Telemachus  feemed 
as  if  he  did  not  apprehend  the  king’s  defigns.  He  could 
^  not  help  being  moved  on  thefe  occafions  ;  but  his  reafon 
prevailed  over  his  love,  arid  he  was  no  longer  the  fame 
Telemachus  whom  a  tyrannical  pafiion  had  formerly  en- 
flaved  in  the  ifland  of  Calypfo.  While  Antiope  was 
frnging,  he  would  obferve  a  profound  filence ;  as  foon 
as  fhe  had  done,  he  would  turn  the  converfation  on  fome 
other  fubjeCt. 

The  king  not  being  able  this  way  to  fucceed  in  his  de- 
fign,  refolved  at  laft  to  have  a  great  hunting-match,  and 
ordered  his  daughter  to  partake  of  the  diverfion.  Anti¬ 
ope  wept,  being  unwilling  to  go  to  it ;  but  her  father’s 
command  muft  be  obeyed.  She  mounts  a  foaming  fiery 
freed,  like  thofe  which  Caftor -broke  for  battle  ;  fhe  ma¬ 
nages  him  with  eafe  ;  a  troop  of  young  virgins  with  ea¬ 
ger  joy  attend  her  ;  and  fne  appears  in  the  midft  of 
them  like  Diana  in  the  forefts.  The  king  fees  her,  and 
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fyi  il  ne  peut  fe  lafier  tie  la  voir.  En  la  voyant  il  oublie 
tous  fes  malheurs  paftfes.  Telemaque  la  voit  aufii,  &  il 
eft  encore  plus  touche  de  la  modeftie  d’ Antiope,  que  de 
fon  adrefte  &  de,toutes  fes  graces. 

Les  chiens  pourfuivoient  un  Tanglier  d’une  grandeur 
enorme,  &  furieux  comme  celui  de  Calydon.  Ses 
longues  foies  etoient  dures  &  heriftfees  comme  des 
dards ^  fes  yeux  etincelans  etoient  pleins  de  fang  &  de 
feu  ;  fon  fouffte  fe  fefoit  entendre  de  loin,  comme  le  bruit 
fburd  des  vents  feditieux,  quand  Eole  les  rappel e  dans  fon 
antre,  pour  appaifer  les  tempetes ;  fes  defenfes  longues, 
&  crochues  comme  la  faux  tranchante  des  moilfonneurs, 
coupoient  le  tronc  des  arbres.  Tous  .les  chiens  qui  ofoi- 
ent  en  approcher,  etoient  dechires.  Les  plus  hardis 
chafteurs  en  le  pourfuivant  craignoient  de  l’atteindre. 
Antiope,  legere  a  la  courfe  comme  les  vents,  ne  craignit 
point  de  l’attaquer  de  pres.  Elle  lui  lance  un  trait,  qui 
le  perce  au-deftus  de  l’epaule  >  le  fang  de  l’animal  fa¬ 
rouche  ruiffele,  &  le  rend  plus  furieux.  Il  fe  tourne  vers 
celle  qui  Pa  bleffe.  Auflitot  le  cfteval  d*  Antiope,  mal- 
gre  fa  fierte,  fremit  &  recule.  Le  Tanglier  monftrueux 
s’elance  contre  lui,  femblable  aux  pefantes  machines  qui 
.ebranlent  les  murailles  des  plus  fortes  villes.  Le  ccurfier 
chancele,  &  eft  abattu.  Antiope  fe  vcit  par  terre  hors 
d’etat  d’eviter  le  coup  fatal  de  la  defenfe  du  Tanglier 
anime  contre  elle.  Mais  Telemaque  attentif  au  danger 
d’ Antiope,  etoit  deja  defcendu  de  cheval ;  plus  prompt 
que  les  eclairs,  il  fe  jete  entre  le  cheval  abattu,  &  le 
Tanglier,  qui  revient  pour  venger  fon  fang  :  il  tient  dans 
fes  mains  un  long  dard,  &  l’enfonce  prefque  tout  entier 
dans  le  flanc  de  l’horrible  animal,  qui  tombe  plein  de 

rage.  . 

A  l’inftant  Telemaque  en  coupe  la  hure,  qui  fait  en¬ 
core  peur  quand  on  la  voit  de  pres,  &  qui  etonne  tous 
les  chafteurs.  Il  la  prefente  a  Antiope ;  elle  en  rougit ; 
elle  confulte  des  yeux  fon  pere,  qui  apres-  avoir  ete  fail! 
de  frayeur,  eft  tranfporte  de  joie  de  la  voir  hors  de  peril, 
&  lui  fait  ftgne  qu’elle  doit  accepter  ce  don,  En  le  pre- 
nant  elle  dit  a  Telemaque  :  Je  re5ois  de  vous  avec  re- 
connoiftance  un  autre  don  plus  grand;  car  je  vous  dois 
la  vie.  A  peine  eut-elle  parle,  qu’elle  craignit  d’avoir 
trop  dit ;  elle  baifta  les  yeux,  &  Telemaque  qui  vit  fon 
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tannot  tire  his  eyes  with  the  fight,  which  makes  him 
forget  all  his  pall  misfortunes.  Telemachus  fees  her 
alfo,  and  is  more  ftruck  with  Antiope’s  modefty,  than 
with  her  dexterity  and  all  her  graces. 

The  dogs  chaced  a  wild  boar  of  an  enormous  bulk, 
and  furious  as  that  of  Calydon.  His  lengthful  briflles 
were  hard  and  flood  upright  like  darts ;  his  glaring  eyes 
were  red  and  fiery  ;  his  breath  was  heard  from  a  far,  like 
the  murmurs  of  feditious  winds,  when  dEolus  recalls  them 
to  his  cave  to  Hill  the  llorms ;  his  tufks,'  long  and 
crooked  as  the  keen  fey  the  of  the  mower,  cut  the  trunks 
of  the  trees.  All  the  dogs,  that  ventured  to  approach 
him,  were  torn  in  pieces.  The  boldeft  hunters  were 
afraid  to  overtake  him  in  their  purfuit.  Antiope,  as 
fwift  in  the  chace  as  the  winds,  was  not  afraid  to  ap¬ 
proach  and  attack  him.  She  hurls  a  javelin  at  him, 
which  pierces  him  above  the  fhoulder ;  the  blood  of  the 
fierce  animal  gufhes  out  like  a  torrent,  and  makes  him 
more  outrageous.  He  turns  towards  her  who  has 
Wounded  him.  Upon  which  Antiope’s  courfer,  notwith- 
ftanding  his  great  courage,  trembles  and  flarts  back. 
The  monflrous  boar  rufhes  againfl  him,-  like  ponderous 
engines  which  fhake  the  walls  ,  of  the  AroneeA  cities. 
The  courfer  flaggers,  and  is  thrown  down.  Antiope  lies 
on  the  earth,  incapable  of  avoiding  the  fatal  gripe  of 
the  fangs  of  the  exafperated  boar.  But  Telemachus, 
feeing  Antiope’s  danger,  had  already  leapt  from  his 
horfe :  he,  fwifter  than  lightning,  darts  between  the  fal¬ 
len  fleed  and  the  boar,  which  was  going  to  revenge  his 
blood  ;  he  holds  a  lengthful  fpear  in  his  hand,  and  buries 
it  almoft  entirely  in  the  flank  of  the  terrible  animal, 
which  falls  raging  on  the  ground. 

Telemachus  immediately  cuts  oft  his  head,  which  is 
ftill  terrible  when  nearly  viewed,  and  which  aftonifhes 
all  the  hunters.  He  presents  it  to  Antiope;  fhe  blufhes, 
and  confults  her  father  with  her  eyes,  who  after  his  fright 
is  tranfported  with  joy  to  fee  her  put  of  danger,  and 
piakes  her  a  fign  to  accept  of  the  prefent.  As  fhe  took 
it,  fhe  faid  to  Telemachus,  I  thankfully  receive  from  you 
a  more  valuable  gift ;  for  I  owe  you  my  life.  She  had 
hardly  fpoken,  but  fhe  feared  that  fhe  had  faid  too  much ; 
fhe  looked  on  the  ground,  and  Telemachus,  who  per- 
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embarras,  n'ofa  lui  dire  que' ces  paroles :  Heureux  le  fils 
d’Uivffe  d ’avoir  confer ve  une  vie  fi  precieufe  !  Mais  plus 
heureux  encore  s’il  pouvoit  pafier  la  fienne  aupres  de 
vous  !  Ahtiope  fans  lui  repondre,  rentra  brufquement 
dans  la  troupe  de  fes  jeunes  compagnes,  ou  elle  remonta 
a  cheval. 

Idornenee  auroit  des  ce  moment  promis  fa  fille  a  Te- 
lemaqtie-:  mais  il  efpera  d’enfiamer  davantage  fa  paffion 
en  le  laifTant  dans  l’incertitude,  &  crut  merne  le  retenir 
encore  a  Salente  par  le  defir  d’afiurer  fon  manage.  Ido- 
menee  raifonnoit  ainfi  en  lui-meme  ;  mais  les  Dieux  fe 
jouent.de  la  fageffe  des  hommes.  Ce  qui  devoit  retenir 
Telemaque,  fut  preciiement  ce  qui  le  prefifa  de  partir. 
Ce  qu’il  commenpoit  a  fentir,  le  mit  dans  une  jufte  de¬ 
fiance  de  lui-meme.  Mentor  redoubla  fes  loins  pour  lui 
infpirer  un  defir  impatient  de  s’en  retourner  a  Ithaque  ; 
il  prelfa  Idornenee  de  le  laiffer  partir  ;  le  vaiffeau  etoit 
deja  pret.  Ainfi  Mentor,  qui  regloit  tous  les  mcmens 
de  la  vie  de  Telemaque,  pour  l’elever  a  la  plus  haute 
gloire,  ne  Parretoit  en  chaque  lieu,  qu’autant  qu’il  le 
falloit  pour  exercer  fa  vertu,  &  pour  lui  faire  acquerir 
de  i’experience. 

Mentor  avoit  eu  foin  de  faire  preparer  le  vaiffeau  del 
Parrivee  de  Telemaque  ;  mais  Idornenee,  qui  avoit  eu 
beaucoup  de  repugnance  a  le  voir  preparer,  tomba  dans 
une  triftelfe  mortelle  &  dans  une  defolation  a  faire  pitie, 
lorfqu’il  vit  que  fes  deux  hotes,  dont  il  avoit  tire  tant  de 
fecours,  alloient  Pabandonner.  Il  fe  renfermoit  dans  les 
lieux  les  plus  fecrets  de  fa  maifon.  La  il  foulageoit  ion 
cceur,  en  pouffant  des  gemiffemens,  &  en  verfant  de.s 
larmes  ;  il  oublioit  le  foin  de  fe  nourrir.  Le  fommeil 
n’adouciffoit  plus  fes  cuifantes  peines.  Il  fe  deffechoit, 
il  fe  confumoit  par  ces  inquietudes:  femblable  a  un 
grand  a'rbre  qui  couvre  la  terre  de  l’ombre  de  fes  ra- 
meaux  epais,  &  dont  un  ver  commence  a  ronger  la  tige 
dans  les  canaux  delies,  ou  la  feve  coule  pour  la  nourri- 
ture  :  cet  arbre  que  les  vents  n’ont  jamais  ebranle,  que  la 
terre  feconde  fe  plait  a  nourrir  dans  fon  fein,  &  que  la 
hache  du  laboureur  a  toujours  refpefte,  ne  laifle  pas  de 
languir  fans  qu’on  puiffe  decouvrir  la  caufe  de  fon  mal  ; 
il  fe  fletxit,  il  fe  depouille  de  fes  feuilles  qui  font  fa  gloire ; 
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eeived  her  confufion,  ventured  to  fpeak  only  thefe  words  : 
Happy  the  Ton  of  Ulyffes  in  preferving  fo  precious  a- 
life  !  but  ltill  more  happy,  could  he  pais  his  with  you  1 
Antiope,  without  replying,  immediately  rejoined  the 
troop  of  her  youthful  companions,  and  mounted  her 
Heed  again. 

Idomeneus  would  that  moment  have  promifed  Tele- 
machus  his  daughter,  but  he  hoped  to  enflame  his  paffion 
the  more  by  leaving  him  in  fufpence,  and  even  imagined 
that  he  fhould  detain  him  longer  at  halentum  by  his  de¬ 
fire  to  infure  his  marriage.  Thus  reasoned  Idomeneus 
within  himfelf ;  but  the  Gods  deride  thecwifdom  of  men. 
What  was  to  detain  Tele  machus,  was  the  very  thing 
which  haftened  his  departure;  what  he  began  to  feel, 
gave  him  reafon  to  be  diffident  of  himfelf.  Mentor  re¬ 
doubled  his  affiduity  to  inspire  him  with  an  impatience 
to  return  to  Ithaca  ;  he  urged  Idomeneus  at  the  fame 
time  to  let  him  go  ;  the  velTel  was  now  ready.  Thusf  \ 

Mentor,  who  regulated  every  rpoment  of  Telemachus’s 
life,  in  order  to  raife  him  to  the  higheii  pitch  of  glory, 
did  not  let  him  flay  in  any  place  longer  than  was  necef- 
fary  to  exercife  his  virtue,  and  to  make  him  gain  expe¬ 
rience. 

Mentor  had  taken  care  to  order  the  vefleTto  be  got 
ready  as  foon  as  Telemachus  arrived  ;  bijt  Idomeneus, 
who  beheld  it  equipping  with  great  reluftance,  fell  into 
a  deadly  melancholy  and  a  deplorable  Hate  of  grief, 
when  he  faw  his  two  guefts,  from  whom  he  had  received 
fo  much  affiffiince,  going  to  forfake  him.  He  fhut  him¬ 
felf  up  in  the  mod  private  parts  of  his  houfe,  where  he 
eafed  his  heart  by  fighs  and  tears  ;  he  forgot  his  food  ; 
no  {lumbers  foothed  his  fmarting  grief ;  he  withered,  he 
pined  away  .with  his  uneafmefs,  like  a  large  dree,  which 
hides  the  earth  with  the  (hade  of  its  fpreading  branches, 
whofe  trunk  a  worm  begins  to  gnaw  in  thofe  curious  ca¬ 
nals,  through  which  the  lap  for  its  nourifhment  flows  : 

As  this  tree,  I  fay,  which  the  winds  could  never  {hake, 
which  the  fertile  earth  delights  to  nourifli  in  her  bofom, 
and  the  axe  of  the  woodman  always  refpe&ed,  continu¬ 
ally  languijdies  without  any  apparent  paufe  of  its  malady, 
and  withers,  and  is  defpoiled  of  its  leafy  honours,  and 
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il  ne  montre  plus  qu’un  tronc  couvert  d’une  ecorce  en- 
tr’ouverte,  &  des  branches  leches.  Tel  parut  Idomenee 
dans  *fa  douleur. 

Telemaque  attendri  n’ofoit  lui  parler.  II  craignolt  le 
jour  du  depart ;  il  cherchoit  des  pretextes  pour  le  retar¬ 
der,  &  il  feroit  demeure  long  terns  dans  cette  incertitude, 
fi  Mentor  ne  lui  eut  dit:  Je  fuis  bien  aife  de  vous  voir  li 
change.  Vous  etiez  ne  dur  &  hautain,  votre  coeur  ne 
fe  laiffoit  toucher  que  de  vos  commodites  &  de  vos  inte- 
rets ;  mais  vous  etes  enfin  devenu  homme,  &  vous  ccm- 
mencez  par  1’experience  de  vos  maux  a  compatir  a  ceux 
des  autres.  Sans  cette  compafiion  on  n’a  ni  bonte,  ni 
vertu,  ni  capacite  pour  gouverner  les  hommes  ;  mais  il 
ne  taut  pas  la  pouffer  trop  loin,  ni  tomber  dans  une  a- 
mitie  foible.  Je  parlerois  volontiers  a  Idomenee  pour 
le  faire  confentir  a  votre  depart,  &  je  vous  epargnerois 
rembarras  d’une  converfation  li  facheufe  ;  mais  je  ne 
veux  point  que  la  mauvaife  honte  &  la  timidite  dominent 
votre  coeur.  Il  faut  que  vous  vous  aceoutumiez  a  meler 
le  courage  &  la  fermete,  avec  une  amitie  tendre  &  fen- 
fible  ;  il  faut  craindre  d’affliger  les  hommes  fans  necef- 
fite  ;  il  faut  entrer  dans  leurs  peines,  quand  on  ne  peut 
e viter  de  leur  en  faire.  Sc  adoucir  le  plus  qu’on  peut  le 
coup  qu’il  eft  impoftible  de  leur  epargner  entierement. 
C’eft  pour  chercher  cet  adouciiTement,  repondit  Tele¬ 
maque,  que  j’airnerois  mieux  qu’Idomenee  apprit  notre 
depart  par  vous  que  par  moi. 

Mentor  lui  dit  auftitot:  Vous  vous  trompez,  mon  cher 
Telemaque;  vous  etes  ne  comrae  les  enfans  des  rois, 
nourris  dans  la  pourpre,  qui  veulent  que  tout  fe  fafte  a 
leur  mode,  &  que  toute  la  nature  obeiffe  a  leur  volonte, 
mais  qui  n’ont  pas  la  force  de  refifter  a  perfonne  en  face. 
Ce  n’eft  pas  qu’ils  fe  foucient  des  hommes,  ni  qu’ils 
craignent  par  bonte  de  les  aftliger;  mais  c’eft  pour  leur 
propre  commodite  ;  ils  ne  veulent  point  voir  autour  d’eux 
des  vifages  triftes  Sc  mecontens.  Les  peines  Sc  les  mi- 
feres  des  hommes  ne  les  touchent  point,  pourvu  qu’elles 
ne  foient  pas  fous  leurs  yeux.  S’ils  en  entendent  parler, 
ce  difcours  les  importune  Sc  les  attrifte  ;  pour  leur  plaire 
il  faut  toujours  leur  dire  que  tout  va  bien ;  pendant  qu’ils 
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is  but  a  trunk  overfpread  with  cloven  bark,  and  faplefs 
branches ;  fa  Idomeneus  appeared  in  his  grief. 

Telemachus  was  moved,  but  afraid  to  fpeak  to  him. 
He  dreaded  the  day-'  of  their  departure  ;  he  fought  for 
pretences  to  put  it  off,  and  would  have  remained  a  lono 
while  in  this  uncertainty,  had  not  Mentor  faid  to  him,  I 
am  very  glad  to  fee  you  fo  altered.  You  were  naturally 
obdurate  and  haughty  5  your  heart  ufed  to  be  touched 
only  with  your  own  conveniency  and  your  own  interefls ; 
but  you  are  at  length  become  a  man,  and  begin  by  the 
experience  of  your  own  misfortunes  to  compaffionate 
thofe  of  others.  Without  this  fympathy,  a  mail  has 
neither  goodnefs,  nor  virtue,  nor  a  capacity  to  govern 
others  j  out  he  mult  not  carry  it  too  far,  nor  link'  into 
the  weakneffes  of  friendfhip.  I  would  willingly  fpeak 
to  Idomeneus  to  prevail  on  him  to  confent  to  your  de¬ 
parture,  and  would  fpare  you  the  confufion  of  fo  irkfome 
a  conversation  ;  but  I  would  not  have  a  vicious  modefly 
and  fheepifhnefs  tyrannize  over  your  foul.  You  mud  ac- 
cuftom  yourlelf  to  blend  refolution  and  firmnefs  of  mind 
with  the  warmth  and  foftneffes'  of  friendfhip ;  you  mud 
be  afraid  of  grieving  men  unneceffarily  •  you  mud  fym- 
pathize  with  them  in  the  troubles  which  you  cannot  helo 
occafioning,  and  foften  as  much  as  you  can  the  drake 
from  which  it  is  impoflible  to  exempt  them  entirely.  It 
is  in  order  to  foften  it,  replied  Telemachus,  that  I 
fhould  rather  chufe  that  Idomeneus  fnould  be  informed  - 
of  our  departure  by  you  than  by  me. 

Mentor  immediately  anfwered,  you  are  midaken,  my 
dear  Telemachus  ;  you  are  naturally  like  the  children  of 
kings,  who  are  bred  up  in  purple,  and  infill  that  every 
thing  be  done  in  their  own  way,  and  that  all  nature  be 
obedient  to  their  humour,  and  yet  have  not  refolution 
enough  to  oppofe  any  one  to  his  face.  It  is  not  that  they 
have  any  regard  fqr  anen,  or  that  they  are  tender  of 
grieving  them  thro*  any  principle  of  goodnefs  ;  but  it  is 
for  their  own  eafe  ;  they  do  not  care  to  fee  forrowful  and 
difcomented  faces  about  them.  The  did  refs  and  miferics 
of  mankind  give  them  no  concern,*  provided  they  are  not 
undej  their  eyes..  If  they  hear  them  mentioned,  the  dif- 
coimeis  grating  and  faddens  them ;  to  pleafe  them  they 
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font  dans  leurs  plaifirs,  ils  ne  veulent  rien  voir  ni  enten¬ 
dre  qui  puiffe  interrompre  leur  joie.  Faut-il  reprenare, 
corrio-er,  detromper  quelqu’un,  redder  aux  pretentions. 
Sc  aux  paffions  injuftes  d’un  homme  importun  ?  Ils  en 
donneront  toujours  la  commiffion  a  une  autre  perlonne, 
plutot  que  de  parler  eux-memes  avec  une  douce  fermete 
dans  ces  occafions :  ils  fe  laifferoient  plutdt  arracher  les 
graces  les  plus  injuftes,  ils  gateroient  les  affaires  les  plus 
Importantes,  faute  de  favoir  decider  contre  le  fentiment 
de  ceux  avec  qui  ils  ont  a  faire  tous  les  jours.  Cette  fot- 
bleffe  du’on  fent  en  eux,  fait  que  chacun  ne  fonge  qu’a 
s’en  prevaloir ;  on  les  preffe,  on  les  importune,  on  les 
accable,  &  on  reuffit  en  les  accablant.  D’abordonks 
datte,  &  oh  les  encenfe  pour  s’infinuer  ;  mais  des  qu  on 
eft  dans  leur  confiance,  &  qu’on  eft  aupres  d’ eux  dans  les 
emplois  de  quelque  autorite,  on  les .  mene  loin,  on  leur 
impofe  le  joug.  Ils  en  gemiffent,  ils  veulent  fouvent  le 
fecouer,  mais  ils  le  portent  toute  leur  vie.  Ils  font  ja- 
loux  de  ne  paroitre  point  gouvernes,  &  ils  le  font  tou¬ 
jours  ;  Fs  ne  peuvent  meme  fe  paffer  de  l’etre  ;  car  ils 
font  femblabies  a  ces  foibles  tiges  de  vignes,  qui  n’ayant 
par  elles-memes  aucun  foutien,  rampent  toujours  autour 
du  tronc  de  quelque  arbre. 


Te  ne  fouffrirai  point,  6  Telemaque,  que  vous  tom- 
biez  dans  ce  defauh,  qui  rend  un  homme  imbecile  pour 
le  gouvernerhent.  Vous  qui  etes  tendre  jufqu  a  n  ofer 
parler  a  Idomenee,  vous  ne  ferez  plus  touche  de  fes  peines, 
des  que  vous  ferez  ford  de  Salente.  Ce  n’eft  point  fa 
douleur  qui  vous  attendrit,  c’eft  fa  prefence  qui  vous  epa- 
barraffe.  Allez  parler  vous-meme  a  Idomenee;  appre- 
pez  dans  cette  occaiion  a,  etre  tendre,  &  feime  tout  en- 
femble.  Montrez-lui  votre  douleur  de  le  quitter  ;  mais 
rnontrezfdui  aulli  d’un  ton  deciftf  la  neceffite  de  votre 

depart.  .  .  „ 

Telemaque  n’ofoit  ni  refifter  a  Mentor,  m  aller  trou- 

ver  Idomenee  ;  il  etoit  honteux  de  fa  crainte,  &  n  avoit 
pas  le  courage  de  la  furmonter  ;  il  hefitoit,  il  fefoit  deux 
pas,  &  revenoit  incontinent  pour  alleguer  a  Mentor  quel- 
nae  nouvelle  raifon  de  differ er-.  mais  le  feul  regard  de 

“  ,  Mentor 
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mull  continually  be  told  that  every  tiling  goes  well ; 
while  they  are  purfuing  their  pleafures,  they  do  not  care 
to  fee  or  hear  any  thing  which  may  interrupt  their  mirth. 
If  there  is  a  neceffity  to  reprove,  chaftife,  or  undeceive 
any  one,  or  to  thwart  the  pretenfions  and  unreafonable 
paffions  of  fome  troublefome  perfon,  they  will  always 
commiffion  others,  rather  than  fpeak  themfelves  with 
mildnefs  and  refolution  on  thefe  occafions :  they  would 
fuffer  the  mod;  unreafonable  favours  to  be  extorted  from 
them,  and  caufe  the  mod  important  affairs  to  mifcarry, 
for  want  of  courage  to  determine  contrary  to  the  fenti- 
ments  of  thofe  with  whom  they  have  every  day  to  do. 
This  weaknefs,  which  is  perceived  in  them/  prompts  all 
men  to  dudy  to  make  their  advantage  of  it ;  they  teaze, 
they  folicit,  they  tire  them  ;  and  by  tiring  them  obtain 
their  ends.  They  at  fird  flatter  and  praife  them  in  order 
to  ingratiate  themfelves  ;  but  as  foon  as  they  have  gained 
their  confidence,  and  are  feated  near  them  in  places  of 
power,  they  lead  them  whither  they  pleafe,  and  impofe 
their  yoke  upon  them.  They  groan  beneath  it,  and 
often  try  to  fliake  it  off,  but  they  wear  it  as  long  as  they 
live.  They  are  folicitous  not  to  feem  to  be  governed, 
and  yet  they  always  are  fo  ;  nay,  they  cannot  do  with¬ 
out  it ;  for  they  refemble  feeble  vines,  which  not  being 
able  to  fupport  themfelves,  creep  around  the  trunk  of 
fome  large  tree. 

I  will  not  fuffer  you,  Telemachus,  to  be  guilty  of  a 
failing,  which  unfits  a  man  for  government.  You,  who 
are  of  fo  tender  a  difpofition  as  to  be  afraid  to  fpeak  to 
Idomeneus,  will  not  feel  his  grief  the  moment  you  are 
got  out  of  Salentum.  It  is  not  his  grief  which  affe&s 
you,  it  is  his  prefence  which  confounds  you.  Go,  fpeak 
to  Idomeneus  yourfelf;  learn  on  this  occafion  to  be  ten¬ 
der-hearted  and  refolute  at  the  fame  time.  Tell  him  how 
forry  you  are  to  leave  him,  but  tell  him  alfo  with  a  pe¬ 
remptory  tone  fow  neceffary  your  departure  is. 

Telemachus  did  not  dare  either  to  oppofe  Mentor,'  or 
to  go  to  Idomeneus  ;  he  was  afhamed  of  his-  fears,  but 
had  not  courage  to  overcome  them  ;  he  paufed,  he  took 
a  Itep  or  two,  and  immediately  returned,  to  alledge  to 
Mentor  fome  new  reafon  of  delay  j  but- a  Angle  look  of 

0  6  Mentor .  * 
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Mentor  lui  otoit  la  parole,  &  fefoit  difparoitre  tous  fes 
beaux  pretextes.  Eft-ce  done  la,  difoit-  Mentor  en  fou- 
riant,  ce  vainqueur  des  Dauniens,  ce  liberateur  de  la 
grande  Hefperie,  &  ce  fils  du  fage  Ulyffe,  qui  doit  etre 
apres  lui  Poracle  de  la  Grece?  II  n’ofe  dire  a  Idomenee 
qu’il  ne  peut  plus  retarder  Ton  retour  dans  fa  patrie  pour 
revoir  Ion  pere !  O  peuple  dTthaque,  cornbien  ferie^- 
vous  malheureux  un  jour,  fi  vous  aviez  un  roi  que  la 
mauvaife  honte  domine,  &  qui  facrifie  les  plus  grands 
interets  a  fes  foibleffes  fur  les  plus  petites  choies  1  Voyez, 
Telemaque,  quelle  difference  il  y  a  entre  la  valeur^dans 
les  combats,  &le  courage  dans  les  affaires  :  Vous  n’avez 
point  craint  les  armes  d’Adrafte,  &  vous  craignez  la 
trifteffe  d’Idomenee.  Voila  ce  qui  deftionore  les  princes, 
qui  ont  fait  les  plus  grandes  a&ions :  apres  avoir  paru  des 
heros  dans  la  guerre,  ils  fe  montrent  les  derniers  des 
hommes  dans  les  adtions  communes,  ou  d’autres  fe  fou- 
tienn'ent  avec  vigueur.  .  ^  , 

Telemaque  fentant  la  verite  de  ces  paroles,  &  pique 
de  ce  reproche,  partit  brufquement  fans  s’ecouter  lui- 
meme.  Mais  a  peine  commen9a-t-il  a  paroitre  dans  le 
lieu  ou  Idomenee  etoit  aflis,  les  yeux  bailies,  languiffans 
&  abattus  de  trifteffe,  qu’ils  fe  craignirent  Tun  l’autre  ; 
ils  n’ofoient  fe  regarder ;  ils  s’entendoient  fans  fe  rien 
dire,  &  chacun  craignoit  que  l’autre  ne  rompit  le  filence ; 
ils  fe  mirent  tous  deux  a  plejurer.  Enfin  Idomenee  preffe 
d’un  exces  de  douleur,  s’ecria  :  A  quoi  fert  de  recher- 
cher  la  vertu,  fi  elle  recompenfe  fi  mal  ceux  qui  l’aiment  f 
Apres  m’avoir  remontre  ma  foibleffe,  on  m’abandonne ! 
He  bien  !  je  vais  retomber  dans  tous  mes  malheursi 
Qu’on  ne  me  parle  plus  de  bien  gouverner ;  non,  je  ne 
puis  le  faire,  je  fuis  las  des  hommes.  Ou  vculez-vous 
aller,  Telemaque?  Votre  pere  n’eft  plus,  vous  le  cher- 
chez  inutilement ;  Ithaque  eft  en  proie  a  vos  ennemis  ; 
ils  vous  feront  perir  fi  vous  y  retournez.  Quelqu’un 
d’entre  eux  aura  epoufe  votre  mere.  Demeurez  ici, 
vous  ferez  mon  gendre  &  mon  heritier  ;  vous  regnerez 
apres  moi.  Pendant  ma  vie  meme  vous  aurez  ici  un 
pouvoir  abfolu  ;  ma  confiance  en  vous  fera  fans  bornes. 
Si  vous  etes  infenfible  a  tous  ces  avantages,  du  moins 
laiftez-moi  Mentor,  qui  eft  toute  ma  resource.  Parlez, 

repondez-ipoi,  n’endurcift'ez  point  votre  cceur,  ayez 
,  '  piti© 
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Mentor  deprived  him  of  hi?  fpeech,  and  made  all  hi* 
fair  presences  vanilh.  Is  this  then,  faid  Mentor  with  a 
finite,  the  vanquifher  of  the  Daunians,  the  deliverer  of 
the  great  Hefperia,  and  the  fon  of  the  wife  Ulyffes,  .who 
is  after  him  to  be  the  oracle  of  Greece  ?  He  dares  not  tell 
Idomeneus,  that  he  can  no  longer  put  off  his  return  to 
his  own  counfry',,  tprfee  his  father  again  !  O  ye  people  pf 
Ithaca,  how  unhappy  will  ye  one  day  be,  if  you  have  a 
king  who  is  a  have  . to  a  criminal  modefly,  and  who  facri- 
fices  his  moil  important  affairs  to  his  weakneffes  in  the 
verieil  trifles  1  See,  Telemachus,  what  difference  there 
is  between  valour  in  battle,  and  courage  in  bufinefs : 
You  were  not  afraid  of  Adraftus’s  arms,  and  yet  you  fear 
Idomeneus’s  grief.  This  is  what  diihonours  princes  who 
have  performed  the  greateft  a&ions ;  having  {hewn  them- 
felves  to  be  heroes  in  war,  they  {hew  themfelves  to  be  the 
loweftof  mankind  in  common  occurrences,  wherein  others 
fupport  themfelves  with  vigour. 

Telemachus  feeling  the  truth  of  thefe  words,  and  flung 
with  this  reproach,  hurried  away  without  giving  his  paf- 
fions  time  to  fpeak.  But  as  foon  as  he  entered  where 
Idomeneus  was  fitting  with  downcaft,  languid,  and  for- 
rowful  eyes,  they  were  afraid  of  and  durft  not  look  at 
each  other ;  they  underflood  one  another  without  fpeaking 
a  word  ;  each  feared  that  the  other  would  break  the  fi- 
lence,  and  they  both  began  to  weep.  At  length  Idome¬ 
neus,  prompted  by  his  excefs  of  forrow,  cried  out.  What 
profits  it  to  pay  one’s  court  to  virtue,  if  {he  fo  ill  requites 
her  lovers  ?  I  am  made  fenflble  of  my  weaknefs,  and 
then  deferted  1  Well!  I  {hall  foon  relapfe  into  all  my 
former  misfortunes.  Let  no  man  talk  to  me  of  govern¬ 
ing  well ;  no,  I  am  incapable  of  it,  I  am  Tick  of  man¬ 
kind.  Whither  would  you  go,  Telemachus?  Your  fa¬ 
ther  is  no  more,  you  feek  him  in  vain  ;  Ithaca  is  become 
the  prey  of  your  enemies  ;  they  will  deftroy  you,,  if  you 
return  thither.  Some  one  of  them  has  married  your 
mother.  Stay  here,  you  {hall  wed  my  daughter,  and  be 
my  heir;  you  {hall  reign  after  me:  Nay,  during  my  life 
you  {hall  have  an  abfolute  power  here  ;  my  confidence  in 
you  {hall  be  unbounded.  If  you  are  unmoved  by  all 
thefe  advantages,  at  leaft  leave  me  Mentor,  who  is  my 
only  refour^e.  Speak/  anfwer  me,  harden  not  your 

.  '  heart. 


,64  TELEMAQUE.  Liv.  XXIII. 

pitie  du  plus  malheureux  de  tous  les  hommes.  Quoi ! 
vous  ne  dites  rien  !  Ah  !  je  comprens  combien  les  Dieux 
me  font  cruels;  je  le  fens  encore  plus  rigoureufement 
qu’en  Crete,  lorfque  je  per5ai  mon  propre  fils. 

Enfin.  Telemaque  lui  repondit  d’une  voix  froublee  & 
timide :  Je  ne  fuis  point  a  moi,  les  Deftinees  me  rap- 
pelent  dans  ma  patrie.  Mentor,  qui  a  la  fagelfe  des 
Dieux,  m’ordonne  en  leur  nom  de  partir :  que  voulez- 
vous  que  je  fafie?  Renoncerai-je  a  mon  pere,  a  ma  mere, 
a  ma  patrie,  qui  me  doit  etre  encore  ’plus  chere  qu’eux  ? 
Etant  ne  pour  etre  roi,  je  ne  fuis  pas  deftine  a  une  vie 
douce  &  tranquille,  ni  a  fuivre  mes  inclinations.  Votre 
royaume  eft  plus  riche  Sc  plus  puiftant  que  celui  de  mon 
pere  ;  mais  je  dois  preferer  ce  que  les  Dieux  me  deftinent 
a  ce  que  vous  avez  la  bonte  de  m’offirir.  Je  me  croirois 
heureux,  fi  j’avois  Antiope  pour  epoufe  fans  efperance  . 
de  votre  royaume  :  mais  pour  m’en  rendre  digne,  il  faut 
que  j’aille  ou  mes  devoirs  m’appelent,  &  que  ce  foit  mon 
pere  qui  vous  la  demande  pour  moi.  Ne  m’avez-vous 
pas  promis  de  me  renvoyer  a  Ithaque  ?  N  ’eft-ce  pas  fur 
cette  promelfe  que  j’ai  combattu  pour  vous  contre  Adrafte 
avec  les  allies  ?  II  eft  terns  que  je  fonge  a  reparer  mes 
malheurs  domeftiques.  Les  Dieux  qui  m’ont  donne  a' 
Mentor,  ont  auifi  donne  Mentor  au  fils  d’Ulyfte  pour  lui 
faire  remplir  fes  deftinees.  Voulez-vous  que  je  perde 
Mentor  apres  avoir  perdu  tout  le  refte  ?  Je  n*ai  plus  ni 
bien,  ni  retraite,  ni  pere,  ni  mere,  ni  patrie  afturee ; 
il  ne  me  refte  qu’un  homme  fage  &  vertueux,  qui  eft  le 
plus  precieux  don  de  Jupiter.  Jugez  vous-meme  fi  je 
puis  y  renoncer,  &  confentir  qu’il  m’abandonne.  Non, 
je  mourrois  plutot.  Arrachez-moi  la  vie,  la  vie  n’eft  rien ; 
mais  ne  m’arrachez  pas  Mentor. 

»  '  ,v 

A  mefure  que  Telemaque  parloit,  fa  voix  devenoit 
plus  forte.  Sc  fa  timidite  difparoifioit.  Idomenee  ne  fa- 
voit  que  .repondre.  Sc  ne  pouvoit  demeurer  d’accord  de 
ce  que  le  fils  d’Ulyffe  lui  difoit.  Lorfqu’il  ne  pouvoit 
plus  parler,  du  moins  il  tachoit  par  fes  regards  Sc  par  fes 
geftes  de  faire  pitie.  Dans  ce  moment  il  vit  paroitre 
Mentor  j  qui  lui  dit  ces  graves  paroles ; 
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heart,  pity  the  moll:  wretched  of  men.  How !  filent  1 
Ah  !  I  feel  how  cruel  the  Gods  are  to  me;  I  have  even 
a  quicker  fenfe  of  it  than  I  had  in  Crete,  when  I  dew  my 
own  fon.  ,  , 

.  At  length  Telemachus  replied  with  a  difordered  and 
timorous  voice,  I  am  not  at  my  own  difpofal,  Dediny 
recalls  me  to  my  country.  Mentor,  who  is  endued  with 
the  wifdom  of  the  Gods,  commands  me  in  their  name  to 
depart :  What  would  you  have  me  do  ?  Shall  I  renounce 
my  father,  my  mother,  my  country,  which  ought  to  be 
yet  dearer  to  me  than  they  ?  As  I  am  born  to  be  a  king, 
I  am  not  defigned  for  a  life  of  pleafure  and  repofe,  ncr 
to  follow  my  own  inclinations.  Your  kingdom  is  richer 
and  more  powerful  than  that  of  my  father ;  but  I  ought 
to  prefer  that  which  the  Gods  have  allotted  me  to  that 
which  you  have  the  goodnefs  to  offer  me.  I  fliould  think 
myfelf  happy,  were  Antiope  my  wife",  without  any  hopes 
of  your  kingdom  ;  but  to  render  myfelf  worthy  of  her, 
I  mud  go  where  my  duty  calls  me,  and  it  mull  be  my  fa¬ 
ther  who  demands  her  of  you.  Did  you  not  promife  to 
fend  me  back  to  Ithaca  ?  Was  it  not  upon  this  promife 
that  I,  with  the  allies,  fought  for  you  againd  Adraflus  ? 
It  is  time  for  me  to  think  of  repairing  my  domedick  mif- 
fortunes.  The  Gods  who  gave  me  to  Mentor,  gave 
Mentor  alfo  to  the  ion  of  Ulyffes,  that  he  might  fulfill 
the  decrees  of  fate.  Would  you  have  me  lofe  Mentor, 
after  having  lod  every  thing  elfe  ?  I  have  now  neither 
edate  nor  place  of  retreat, .  nor  father,  nor  mother,  nor 
any  certain  country  ;  nothing  is  left  me  but  a  wife  and 
virtuous  man,  who  is  the  mod  precious  gift  of  Jupiter. 
Do  you  yourfelf  judge  if  I  can  renounce  him,  and  confent 
that  he  fliould  forfake  me.  No,  I  would  fooner  die. 
Take  my  life,  my  life’s  a  trifle,  but  take  not  Mentor 
from  me. 

As  Telemachus  fpoke,  his ^  voice  grew  dronger,  and 
his  fears  vanifhed.  Idomeneu&  knew  not  what  to  anfwer, 
nor  could  he  confcnt  to  what  the  fon  of  Ulyffes  faid. 
When  he  could  no  longer  fpeak,  he  endeavoured  at  lead 
by  his  looks  and  his  gedures  to  move  his  pity.  The  fame 
moment  he  fa w  Mentor  appear,  who  made  him  this  fe- 
lious  addrefs ; 

.  Do 
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Ne  vous  affiigez  point ;  nous  vous  quittons,  mais  la 
f&gefife  qui  preftde  aux  confeils  des  Dieux,  demeurera  fur 
vous ;  croyez  feulement  que  vous  etes  trop  heureux  que 
Jupiter  nous  ait  envoyes  ici,  pour  fauver  votre  royaume, 
&  pour  vous  ramener  de  vos  4garemens.  Philocles  que 
nous  vous  avons  rendu>  vous  fervira  fidelement.  La 
crainte  des  .Dieux,  le  gout  de  la  vertu,  l’ amour  des  peu- 
ples,  la  compaffion  pour  les  miferables,  feront  toujours 
dans  Ion  cceur.  Ecoutez-le,  fervezvous  de  lui  avec  con- 
fiance  Sc  fans  jaloufte.  Le  plus  grand  fervice  que  vous 
puiffiez  en  tirer,  eft  de  Pobliger  a  vous  dire  tous  vos  de- 
fauts  fans  adouciffement.  Voila  en  quoi  confifte  le  plus 
o-rand  courage  d’un  bon  roi,  que-de  chercher  de  vrais 
amis  qui  lui  faffent  remarquer  fes  fautes.  Pourvu  que 
vous  ayez  ce  courage,  notre  abfence  ne  vous  nuira  pointy 
&  vous  vivrez  heureux :  mais  ft  la  flatterie,  qui  fe  glifte 
comme  un  ferpent,  retrouve  un  chemin  jufqu’a  votre 
ccettr  pour  vous  mettre  en  defiance  centre  les  confeils 
deftnterefles,  vous  etes  perdu.  Ne  vous  laiffcz  point 
abatre  a  la  douleur ;  mais  efForcez- vous  de  fuiyre  la  vertu. 
J’ai  dit  a  Philocles  tout  ce  qu’il  doit  faire  pour  vous  fou- 
lager,  &  pour  n’abufer  jamais  de  votre  con  fiance  ;  je 
puis  vous  repondre  de  lui.  Les  Dieux  vous  Pont  donne, 
comme  ils  m’ont  donne  a  Telemaque ;  chacun  doit  fuivre 
courageufement  fa  deftinee  ;  il  eft  inutile  de  s’afiliger. 
Si  jamais  vous  avez  befoin  de  mon  fecours,  apres  que 
j’aurai  rendu  Telemaque  a  fon  pere  &  a  fon  pays,  je  re- 
viendrai  vous  voir.  Que  pourrois-je  faire  qui  me  donnat 
un  plaiftr  plus  fenfible  ?  Je  ne  cherche  ni  biens,  ni  auto¬ 
rite  fur  la  terre  ;  je  ne  veux  qu’aider  ceux  qui  cherchent 
la  juftice  Sc  la  vertu.  Pourrois-je  jamais  oubiier  la  con- 
fiance  Sc  l’amitie  que  vous  m’avez  temoignee 

A  ces  mots  Idomenee  fut  tout-a-eoup  change  ;  il  fen  tit 
fon  coeur  appaife,  comme  Neptune  de  fon  trident^  ap- 
paife  les  ftots  en  courroux  &  les  plus  noires  tempetes : 
il  reft'oit  feulement  en  luiune  douleur  douce  &  paifible  ; 
e’etoit  plutotune  trifteffe  &  un  fehtiment  tendre  qu5une 
vive  douleur.  Le  courage,  la  confiance,  la  vertu,  l’el- 
perance  du  fecours  des  Dieux  commencerent  a  renaitre 
au-dedans  de  lui. 

He  bien,  dit-il,  mon  cher  Mentor,  il  faut  done  tout 
perdre,  &  ne  fe  point  decourager !  Du  moins  fouvenez* 
*  votii 
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Do  not  grieve ;  we  quit  you,  but  the-wifdom  which  pre* 
Tides  in  the  councils  of  the  Gods  will  remain  with  you  ; 
believe  that  you  are  very  happy,,  in  that  Jupiter  has  fent 
us  hither  to  fave  your  kingdom,  and  to  reclaim  you  from 
your  errors.  Philocles,  whom  we  have  reftored  to  you, 
will  ferve  you  faithfully.  The  fear  of  the  Gods,  a  tafte 
for  virtue,  a  love  of  the  people,  and  compallion  for  the 
miferable,  will  always  poflefs  his  heart.  Hearken  to 
him,  and  employ  him  with  confidence  and  without  jea- 
loufy.  The  greateft  fervice  which  you  can  receive  from 
him,  is  to  oblige  him  to  tell  you  of  all  your  failings  with¬ 
out  any  foftenings.  The  greateft  fortitude  of  a  good  king 
confifts  in  his  feeking  for  real  friends,  who  may  point 
out  his  miftakes  to  him.  If  you  are  endued  with  this 
fortitude,  our  abfence  will  be  no  prejudice  to  you,  and 
you  will  live  happy  ;  but  if  flattery,  which  infinuates 
like  a  ferpent,  again  finds  the  way  to  your  heart,  and 
makes  you  miftruft  difmterefted  counfels,  you  are  ruined. 
Do  not  fuffcr  yourfelf  to  be  dejedted  by  grief ;  but  exert 
yourfelf  in  the  purfuit  of  virtue.  I  have  told  Philocles 
every  thing  which  he  ought  to  do  to  aftift  you,  and  never 
to  abufe  your  confidence  ;  I  can  anfwer  for  him.  The 
Gods  have  given  him  to  you,  as  they  have  given  me  to 
Telemachus  ;  every  one  ought  courageoufly  to  follow 
where  his  deftiny  leads  ;  it  profits  not  to  grieve.  Should 
you  ever  want  my  aftiftance,  after  I  have  reftored  Tele¬ 
machus  to  his  father  and  his  country,  I  will  vifit  you 
again  :  And  what  could  I  do  that  would  afford  me  a  more 
fenfible  pleafure  ?  I  feek  not  riches  nor  power  on  the  earth; 
I  would  only  aflift  thofe  who  feek  after  juftice  and  virtue. 
Can  I  ever  forget  the  marks  of  confidence  and  friendftiip 
which  you  have  fliewn  me  ? 

At  thefe  words  Iaomeneus  became  of  a  fudden  quite 
another  man  ;  he  felt  that  his  foul  was  calmed,  as  Nep¬ 
tune  with  his  trident  calms  the  angry  waves  and  the  moft 
lowering  tempefts  :  There  remained  only  a  gentle  peace¬ 
ful  forrow,  which  was  rather  a  concern  and  a  fenfe  of  fond- 
nefs  than  anguifh.  Courage,  confidence,  virtue,  and  a 
reliance  on  the  aftiftance  of  the  Gods  began  to  revive 
within  him. 

Well  then,  faid  he, .  my  dear  Mentor,  I  mull  lofe  every 
tiling,  and  not  be  difcouraged  !  At  leaft  be  mindful  of 
1  .  I  do  me- 
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vous  d’Idomenee,.  quand  vous  ferez  arrive  a  Ithaque,  ou 
votre  fageffe  vous  comblera  de  profperite  :  n’oubliez  pas 
que  Salente  fut  votre  ouvrage,  &  que  vous  y  aves  laifie 
unroi  malheureux  qui  n’eipere  qu’en  vous.  Allez,  digne 
fils  d’Ulyfle,  je  ne  vous  retiens  plus  je  .n’ai  garde  de 
refifter  aux  Dieux  qui  m’avoient  prete  un  fi  grand  trefor.' 
Allez  auffi,  Mentor,  le  plus  grand  &  le  plus  fage  de  tous 
les  homines,  (fi  toutefois  l’humanite  peut  faire  ce  que 
j’aivu  en  vous,  &  fi  vous  n’etes  point  une  Divinite  fous 
une  forme  empruntee,  pour  inftruire  les  homines  foibles 
&  ignorans)  allez,-  conduifez  le  fils  d’Ulyffe,  plus  heu- 
reux  de  vous  avoir,  que  d’etre  le  vainqueur  d’Adrafte. 
Allez  tous  deux,  je  n’ofe  plus  parler,  pardonnez  mes 
foupirs.  Allez,  vivez,  foyez  heureux  enfemble  ;  il  ne 
me  refie  plus  au.  monde  que  le  fouvenir  de  vous  avoir  pof- 
fedes  ici,  O  beaux  jours,  trop  heureux  jours,  jours  dont 
je  n’ai  pas  affez  connu  le  prix  !  Jours  trop  rapidement 
ecoules,  vous  ne'reviendrez  jamais  ;  jamais  mes  yeux  ne. 
reverront  ce  qu’ils  voyent ! 

Mentor  prit  ce  moment  pour  le  depart ;  il  embrafla 
Philocles,  qui  Parrofa  de  fes  larmes  fans  pouvoir  parler, 
Telemaque  voulut  prendre  Mentor  par  la  main  pour  fe 
retirer.  de  celles  d’ldomenee  ;  mais  Idomenee  prenant  le 
chemin  du  port,  fe  mit  entre  Mentor  &  Telemaque ;  il 
les  regardoit,  il  gemifioit,  il  commen^oit  des  paroles 
entrecoupees,  Sc  n’en  pouvoit  achever  aucune. 

Cependant  on  entend  des  cris  cpnfus  fur  le  rivage  cou- 
vert  de  matejots  ;  -on  tend  les  cordages,  on  leve  les 
voiles,  le  vent  favorable  fe  leve.  Telemaque  &  Men¬ 
tor  les  larmes  aux  yeux  prennent  conge  du  roi,  qui  les 
tient  long-terns  femes  entre  fes  bras,.  Sc  qui  les  fuit  de$., 
yeux  aulfi  loin  qu’il  le  peut. 
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Idcmeheus,  when  you  arrive  at  Ithaca,  where  your  wif- 
dom  will  crown  you  with  happinefs ;  do  not  forget  that 
Salentum  is  the  work  of  your  hands,  and  that  you  there 
left  an  unhappy  king,  whofe  only  hope  is  hr  you.  Go, 
worthy  fon  of  Ulyffes,  I  detain  you  no  longer  ;  I  am  far 
from  oppofmg  the  Gods,  who  lent  me  fo  great  a  treafure. 
Go,  Mentor,  alfo,  thou  greateft  and  wifeft  of  mortals, 
_  (if  humanity  can  indeed  perform  what  I  have  feen  in  you, 
and  if  you  are  not  fome  Deity  who  have  borrowed  this 
form  to  infirudt  weak  and  ignorant  mankind)  go,  be  a 
guide  to  the  foil  of  Ulyffes,  more  happy  in  the  polfeflion 
of  you,  than  in  being  the  vanquilher  of  Adraftus.  Go 
both,  I  dare  fay  no  more,  excufe  my  lighs.  Go,  live, 
be  happy  together  ;  nothing  in  the  world  is  left  me  now 
but  the  remembrance  of  having  enjoyed  you  here.  O 
happy,  thrice  happy  days  1  days  of  whofe  value  I  was  not 
fufficiently  fenfible  1  O  days  which  are  too  fwiftly  fled, 
you  will  never  return  1  Never  will  my  eyes  behold  again 
what  they  fee  now  !  y 

Mentor  laid  hold  of  this  moment  to  get  away  ;  he  em¬ 
braced  Philocles,  who  bedewed  him  with  his  tears  with¬ 
out  being  able  to  fpeak.  Telemachus  would  have  taken 
hold  of  Mentor’s  hand  to  get  out.  of  thofe  of  Idomeneus  ; 
but  Idomeneus  advancing  towards  the  port,  interpofed 
between  Mentor  and  Telemachus  ;  he  gazed  upon  them, 
he  fighed,  he  began  to  fpeak  feme  broken  words,  but 
could  utter  none  diftindt. 

And  now  a  confufed  murmur  is  heard  on  the  fhore, 
which  is  crowded  with  mariners  ;  the  cordage  is  ftretched, 
the  fails  are  hoifted,  a  favourable  gale  begins  to  blow. 
Telemachus  and  Mentor  take  leave  of  the  king,  who 
holds  them  a  long  while  locked  in  his  arms,  and  purfues 
them  as  far  as  he  can  with  his  eyes. 


END  OF  THE  TWENTY-THIRD  BOOK*. 
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. Pendant  leur  navigation,  Telemaque  fe  fait  expllquer  pa? 
Mentor  plufieurs  difficult es  fur  la  manure  de  bien  gouverner ' 
les  peuples  ;  entre  autres  Celle's  de  connoitre  les  kommes, 
pour  n’ employer  que  les  bens ,  Id  d’etre  point  trompe  par 
les  ■maurvais\  Sur  la  fin  de  leur  entretien ,  le  cahne  de  la 
mer  les  oblige  a  reldcher  dans  une  He ,  cu  Ulyffe  nsenoit  d* et¬ 
her  der.  Telemaque  Vy  <voit  £s?  lui parle  fans  le  reconnoitre . 

Mais  apres  /’ avoir  <vu,  embarquer,  il  fent  un  trouble  fecret 
doni  il  ne  peut  concevoir  la  caufe .  Mentor  la  lui  explique, 
le  confcle,  /’ afifure  qu’il  rejoindra  bientot fonpere ,  Id  eproiivc 
fa  piete  id  fa  patience,  en  retardant  fon  depart  pour  faire 
un  facrifice  a  Mineral.  Enfin  la  Deeffe  cachee  fans  la 
figure  de  Mentor ,  reprend  fa  forme  id  fe  fait  connoitre . 

Elle  donne  a  Telemaque fes  dernieres  infractions,  id  dif¬ 
ferent,  Telemaque  arrive  a  Ithaque,  id  retrounje  Ulyffb 
fon  pere  chess,  le  fiddle  Eumee * 

DE  J  A  les  voiles s’enflent,  onleve  les ancres,  la  terre' 
femble  s’enfuir,  &  le  pilote  experimente  apper^oit 
de  loin  les  montagnes  de  Leucatc,  dont  la  tete  fe  cache 
dans  un  tourbillon  de  frimats  glaces,  &  les  monts  Acro- 
cerauniens,  qui  montrent  encore  un  front  orgueilleux  au 
ciel,  apres  avoir  etefi  fouvent  ecrafes  par  la  foudre. 
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The  ARGUMENT. 

During  their  voyage,  Telemachus  gets  Mentor  to  explain  to 
him  federal  difficulties  concerning  government ;  among 
others  thofe  of  knowing  men ,  in  order  to  employ  only  the 
good,  and.  not  to  be  impofed  upon  by  the  bad ,  Towards  the 
end  of  their  converfation  a  calm  obliges  them  to  put  in  at 
an  ijland  where  Ulyffes  was  juft  landed,  Telemachus  fees 
him  there,  and  talks  to  him  without  knowing  him.  But 
having  feen  him  embark,  he  feels  a  fecret  uneafinefs  ,  of 
which  he  cannot  conceive  the  caufe.  Mentor  explains  it  to 
him ,  comforts  him ,  affiures  him  that  he  will foon  be  with 
his father  again ,  and  makes  a  trial  of  his  piety  and patience , 
by  putting  off  his  departure,  to  offer  a  facrift.ee  to  Minerva • 
At  laft  the  Goddefs,  concealed  under  the  figure  of  Mentor, 
refumes  her  own  form  and  difeovers  herfelf.  She  gives 
Telemachus  her  laft  inftrukiions ,  and  difappears,  Telema<- 
chus  departs,  arrives  at  Ithaca,  and finds  his  father  in 
the  houfe  of  the  faithful  Eumceus, 

TH  E  fails  already  fwell,  the  anchors  are  weighed, 

.  the  land  feems  to  fly,  and  the  fkilful  pilot  deferies 
at  a  diftance  the  mountains  of  Leucate,  which  hides  its 
head  in  whirling  florins  of  freezing  fnow,  and  the  Acro- 
ceraunian  hills,  which  ftill  uplift  their  haughty  brows  to 
heaven,  though  they  have  fo  often  been  lhattered  by 
thunder.  During 
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Pendant  cette  navigation,  Telemaque  difoit  a  Men¬ 
tor  :  Je  crois  maintenant  concevoir  les  maximes  du  gcu- 
vernement  que  vous  m’avez  expliquees.  D’abord  elles 
me  paroifloient  ccmme  uirfonge,  mais  peu  a  peu  elles  fe 
demelent  dans  mon  efprit,  &  s’y  prefentent  clairement, 
comme  tous  les  objets  paroiftent  fombres  le  matin  aux 
premieres  lueurs  de  l’Aurore  ;  mais  enfuite  ils  femblent 
fortir  comme  d’un  chaos,  quand  la  lumiere,  qui  croit  in- 
fenfiblement,  les  diftingue,  &  leur  rend,  pour  ainfi  dire, 
leurs  figures  &  leurs  couleurs  naturelles.  Je  fuis  tres- 
perfuade  que  le  point  eflentiel  du  gouvernement  eft  de 
bien  difcerner  les  differens  caraCteres  d’efprits,  pour  les 
choifir  &  les  appliquer  felon  leurs  talens  :  mais  il  me 
refte  a  favoir  comment  on  pent  fe  connoitre  en  hommes^ 

.  Alors  Mentor  lui  repondit :  II  faut  etudier  les  hom- 
mes  pour  les  connoitre  ;  &  pour  les  connoitre,  il  en  faut 
voir  fouvent,  &  traiter  avec  eux.  Les  rois  doivent  con- 
verfer  avec  leurs  fujets,  les  faire  parler,  les  confulter,  les 
eprouver  par  de  petits  emplois  dont  ils  leur  faftent  rendre 
compte,  pour  voir  s’ils  font  capables  de  plus  hautes 
fonftions.  Comment  eft-ce,  mon  cher  Telemaque,  que- 
vous  avez  appris  a  Ithaque  a  vous  connoitre  en  chevaux  ? 
C’eft  a  force  d’en  voir-  &  de  remarquer  leurs  defauts  & 
leurs  perfections  avec  des  gens  experimentes.  Tout  de 
meme,  parlez  fouvent  des  bonnes  &  des  mauvaifes  quali- 
tes  des  hommes  avec  d’autres  hommes  fages  &  vertueux, 
qui  ayent  long-terns  etudie  leurs  carafteres ;  vous  appren- 
drez  infenfiblement  comme  ils  font  faits,  ce  qu’il  eft 
permis  d’en  attendre.  Qui  eft  ce  qui  vous  a  appris  a  con- 
connoitreles  bons  &les  mauvais  poetes  ?  C’eft  la  frequente 
leCture,  &  k  reflexion  avec  des  gens  qui  avojent  le  gout 
de  la  poefie.  Qui  eft-ce  qui  vous  a  acquis  le  difcernement 
fur  la  mufique  ?  C’eft  la  meme  application  a  obferver  les 
bons  muficiens.  Comment  peut-on  efperer  de  bien  gou- 
verner  les  hommes,  fi  on  ne  les  connoit  pas  ?  &  comment 
les  connoitra-t-on,  fi  Ton  ne  vit  pas  avec  eux  ?  Ce  n’eft 
pas  vivre  avec  eux  que  de  les  voir  en  public,  ou  l’on  ne 
dit  de  part  &  d’autre  que  des  chofes  indifferentes  &  pre¬ 
pares  avec  art.  Il  eft  queftion  de  les  voir  en  particu- 
Her,  de  tirer  du  fond  de  leur  cceur  tous  les  reftorts  fe- 
crets  qui  y  font,,  de  les  tater  de  tous  cotes,  de  les  fonder 
pour  decouvrir  leurs  maximes.  Mais  pour  bien  juger 

des; 
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During  this  voyage  Telemachus  faid  to  Mentor,  i 
now  underfland  the  maxims  of  government  which  you 
have  explained  to  me.  At  firffc  they  appeared  to  me 
dike  a  ‘dream,  but  their  obfcurity  gradually  vanilhed, 
and  I  now  view  them  in  a  clear  light.  So  all  objects 
Jook  dark  at  the’  firft  dawnings  of  Aurora  iu  the  morn¬ 
ing,  but  afterwards  feem  to  come  as  it  were  out  of  a 
•chaos,  when  the  light,  which  infenfibly  increafes,  dif- 
■tinguifhes  them,  and  reftores  them,  to  ufe  the  expreflion, 
their  figures  and  natural  colours.  I  am  thoroughly  con¬ 
vinced  that  the  effential  point  of  government  is  to  difi- 
cern  the  different  charafters  of  men,  in  order  to  chufe 
and  employ  them  according  to  their  refpe&ive  talents  ; 
but  I  am  kill  at  a  lofs  to  kno>v  how  one  may  obtain  fuch 
an  infight  into  mankind. 

Hereupon-  Mentor  replied.  You  mull;  ftudy  men  in  or¬ 
der  to  know  them  ;  and  to  know  them,  you  mult  often 
fee  and  have  an  intercourfe  with  them.  Kings  oUght  to 
converfe  with  their  fubje&s,  to  make  them  fpeak,  to  con  - 
fult  them,  to  try  them  by  little  employments  of  which 
they  fhould  make  them  give  an  account,  in  order  to  fee 
if  they  are  capable  of  higher  functions.  How,  my  dear 
Telemachus,  did  you  in  Ithaca  acquire  your  fkill  in 
horfes  ?  It  was  by  often  feeing  them,  and  by  taking  no¬ 
tice  of  their  faults  and  perfections  in  the  company  of 
perfons  of  experience.  In  theTame  manner  fpeak  fre¬ 
quently  of  men’s  good  and  bad  qualities  with  other 
wife  and  virtuous  men,  who  have  long  fludied  their  cha¬ 
racters,  and  you  will  infenfibly  learn  the  turn  of  their 
minds,  and  what  may  be  expe&ed  from  them.  Who 
taught  you  to  know  the  good  and  the  bad  poets  ?  It  was 
frequently  reading  and  reflecting  upon  them  with  meri 
who  had  a  tafte  for  poetry.  Who  procured  you  judg¬ 
ment  in  mufic  ?  It  was  the  fame  application  in  obfervino* 
fkilful  muficians.  How  can  any  one  expeCt  to  govern 
men  well,  if  he  does  not  know  them  ?  and  how  can  ho 
know  thepi,  if  he  does  not  converfe  with  them  ?  It  is 
not  converfing  with  them,  to  fee  them  in  public,  *  where 
nothing  is  faid  on  either  fide  but  what  is  indifferent, 
and  prepared  with  art.  The  bufinefs  is  to  fee  them  in  ’ 
private,  to  draw  out  to  view  all  the  fecret  fprino-s  of 
•  their  hearts,  to  probe  them  on  all  fides,  to  found  them 

*  in 
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des  hommes,  il  faut  commencer  par  favoir  ce  qu’ils  doi- 
vent  etre ;  il  faut  favoir  ce  que  c’eft  que  le  vrai  &  folidc 
merite,  pour  difcerner  ceux  qui  en  ont,  d’avec  ceux  qui 
n’en  ont  pas.  On  ne  cefle  de  parler  de  vertu  &  de 
merite,  fans  favoir  ce  que  c’eft  precifement  que  le  merite  .. 
&  la  vertu.  Ce  ne  font  que  de  beaux  noms,  que  defc 
termes  vagues  pour  la  plupart  des  hommes,  qui  fe  font 
honneur  d’en  parler  a  toute  heure.  Il  faut  avoir  des 
principes  certains  de  juftice,  de  raifon,  &  de  vertu,  pour 
connoitre  ceuJc  qui  font  raifonnables  &  vertueux.  Il  faut 
favoir  les  maximes  d’un  bon  &  fage  gouverneinent  pour 
connoitre  les  hommes  qui  les  ont,  &  ceux  qui  s^en  eloi- 
gnent  par  une  faufie  fubtilite.  En  un  mot,  pour  me- 
furer  plufieurs  corps,  il  faut  avoir  une  mefure  fixe  :  pour 
juger  des  efprits,  il  faut  avoir  tout  de  meme  des  princi¬ 
pes  conftans  auxquels  tous  nos  jugemens  fe  reduifent. 

Il  faut  favoir  precifement  quel  eft  le  but  de  la  vie  hu- 
maine,  &  quelle  fin  on  doit  fe  propofer  en  gouvernant 
les  hommes.  Ce  but  unique  &  elfentiel  eft  de  ne  vouloir 
jamais  Tautorite  &  la  grandeur  pour  foi ;  car  cette  re¬ 
cherche  ambitieufe  n’iroit  qu’a  fatisfaire  un  orgueil  ty- 
rannique  ;  mais  on  doit  fe  facrifier  dans  les  peines  infi- 
nies  du  gouvernement,  pour  rendre  les  hommes  bons  & 
heureux  :  autrement  on  marche  a  tatons  &  au  hazard 
pendant  toute  la  vie  ;  on  va  comme  un  navire  en  pleine 
mer,  qui  n’a  point  de  pilote,  qui  ne  confulte  point  les 
aftres,  &  a  qui  routes  les  cotes  voifines  font  inconnues ; 
il  ne  peut  que  faire  naufrage. 

Souvent  les  princes,  faute  de  favoir  en  quoi  confifte  la 
vraie  vertu,  ne  favent  point  ce  qu’ils  doivent  chercher 
dans  les  hommes.  La  vraie  vertu  a  pour  eux  quelque 
chofe  d’apre  ;  elle  leur  paroit  trop  auftere  &  indepen- 
dante ;  elle  les  effraye  &  les  aigrit :  ils  fe  tournent  vers 
la  flatterie.  Desdors  ils  ne  peuvent  plus  trouver  ni  de 
fincerite  ni  de  vertu.  Des-lors  ils  courent  apres  un 
vain  phantome  de  faufte  gloire,  qui  les  rend  indignes  de 
la  veritable.  Ils  s’accoutument  bienfot  a  croire  qu’il 
n’y  a  point  de  vraie  vertu  fur  la  terre.  ^  Car  les  bons 
connoilfent  bien  les  medians  ;  mais  les  medians  ne  con- 
noiffent  point  les  bons,  &  ne  peuvent  pas  croire  qu’il  y 
en  ait.  De  tels  princes  ne  favent  que  fe  defier  de  tout 
le  monde  egalement  ;  ils  fe  cachent,  ils  fe  renferment* 
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hi  order  to  difcover  their  maxims.  But  jo  form  a  right 
judgment  of  men,  it  is  necefiary  to  begin  by  knowing 
what  they  ought  to  be  ;  it  is  necefiary  to  know  -what 
real  and  folid  merit  is,  in  order  to  diflinguifh  thofe  who 
have  it  from  thofe  who  have  it  not.  Men  are  continu¬ 
ally  talking  of  virtue  and  merit,  without  knowing  pre- 
cifely  what  merit  and  virtue  are.  They  are  only  fair 
words  and  indefinite  terms  in  the  mou  ths  of  the  g  enera¬ 
lity  of  mankind,  who  take  a  pride  in  talking  of  them 
eternally.  It  is  necefiary  to  have  certain  principles  of 
juftice.,  reafon  and.  virtue,  jto  know  who  are  reasonable 
and  virtuous.  It  is  necefiary  to  underfiand  the  maxims 
of  a  wife  and  good  government,  to  know  men  who  are 
furnished  with  them,  and  thofe  who  depart  from  them 
through  a  falfe  fubtilty.  In  a  word,  to  meafure  Several 
bodies,  it  rs  necefiary  to  have  a  fixed  meafure  ;  to  fc-rm  a 
judgment  of  men’s,  minds,  it  is  likewife  necefiary  to 
have  conftant  principles  which  may  be  the  Standard  of 
all  cur  judgments.  It  is  necefiary  to  know  precifely 
what  is  the  end  of  human  life,  and  what  end  we  ought 
to  propofe  to  ourfelves  in  the  government  of  men.  Now 
this  foie  this  elfential  end  is  never  to  covet  power  and 
grandeur  for  one’s  own  fake,  for  this  ambitious  purfuit 
would  only  tend  to  gratify  a  tyrannical  pride  ;  but  a  man 
ought  to  facrifice  himfelf  to  the  infinite  toils  of  govern¬ 
ment,  to  make  men  virtuous  and  happy :  he  otherwife 
walks  in  darknefs  and  at  random  as  long  as  he  lives  :  he 
drives  like  a  Blip  on  the  open  fea,  that  has  no  pilot,  that 
does  not  confult  the  Stars,  nor  know  any  of  the  neigh¬ 
bouring  coafis  ;  he  cannot  but  be  wrecked. 

Princes  many  times,  for  want  of  knowing  wherein  true 
virtue  ccnfifis,  know  not  vhit  they  ought  to  look  for 
in  men.  True  virtue  has  Something  of  harfhnefs  for 
them  ;  it  feems  to  them  too  auitere  and  too  independant; 
it  affrights  and  fours  them  :  they  incline  to  flattery.1 
From  that  moment  they  can  no  longer  find  either  flnee- 
rity  or  virtue  ;  from  that  moment  they  purfiie  an  empty 
phantom  of  vain  glory,  which  renders  them  unworthy  of 
the  true,  and  they  foon  habituate  themfelves  to  think 
that  there  is  no  true  virtue  in  the  world.  For  the  good 
do  indeed  difeern  the  wicked ;  but  the  wicked  do  not 
diicern  the  good,  nor  can  they  believe  that  there  are 
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Le,  iont  toujours  lnevitaDiemeni,.  oc  iiicihuk  uc  i  cue. 
Des  qu’on  ne  parte  qu’a 

s’engage  a '  re.cevoif  iou^sxfi®i0JWoiis?  &  tous  leurs 
prejuges.  Les  bons  memc  put  leurs  defauts  &  leurs 
preventions.  De  plus,  on  eft  a  la  merci  des.  Rappor¬ 
teurs,  nation  bafle  &  maligne,  qui  fe  nourrit  de  venin, 
qui  empoifonne  les  chofes  innocentes,  qui  grollit  les  pe- 
tites,  qui  invente  le  mat  plutot  que  de  cefter  de  nuire, 
qui  fe  joue  pour  Ton  interet  de  la  defiance  &  de  Tindi- 
gne  curiofite  d’un  prince  foible  &c  ombrageux. 


Connoififez  done,  6  mon  cher  Telemaque,  connoifiez 
les  hommes ;  examinez-les,  faites-les  parler  les  uns  fur 
les  autres,  eprouvez-les  peu  a  peu ;  ne  vous  livrez  a 
aucun  ;  profitez  de  vos  experiences  lorfque  vous  aurez 
ete  trompe  dans  vos  jugemens,  car  vous  ferez  trompe 
quelquefois :  apprenez  par-la  a  ne  juger  promptement 
de  perfonne,  ni  en  bjen,  ni  en  mail.  Les  mechans  font 
trop  profonds  pour  ne  furprendre  pas^  les  bons  par  leurs 
deguifemens  ;  mais  vos  erreurs  paftees  vous  inftruiront 
tres-utilement.  Quand  vous  aurez  trovTve  des  talens  & 
de  la  vertu  dans  un  homme,  fervez-vous-en  avec  confi- 
,  ance  ;  car  les  honnetes  gens  veulent  qu’on  fente  leur 
droiture  :  ils  aim.ent  mieux  de  1’eftime  &  de  la  confiance 
que  des  trefors :  mais  ne  les  gatez  pas  en  leur  donnant 
un  pouvoir  fans  bornes.  Tel  eut  ete  toujours  vertueux, 
qui  ne  l’eft  plus,  parce  que  fon  maitre  lui  a  donne  trop 
d’autorite  &  de  richeftes.  Quiconque  eft  aftez  aime  des 

JDieux  pour  trouver  dans  tout  un  royaume  deux  ou  trois 
*  -  ••  .  '  yrais 


T-E-L  E  M.A-CII  U  S. 

<s\H.  \L,  t\  J7L  cjl  \_i  .3, 


VUAi .WAiLjr  v*  ■  ifT^^Tfr^O^Jr  *  gtiuiiwo  Ui  tvtiY 

thing,  but  they. themrervb  knovv  no  body  The (elfilhcrew 
wlii-ch  beiets  them,.ia  overjoyed  to  lee  them  lnacceitible. 
A  king  who  is  inaccefiible  to  men,  is  ihacceifibie  to  truth 
Ulfo,  They  blacken  by  infamous  tales,  and  remove 
every  thing  from  him  which  might  open  his  eyes.  Such 
kings  pafs  their  lives  in  a  favage  inhuman  grandeur) 
they  are  continually  afraid  of  being  impofed  upon,  and 
yet  they  ^ways  unavoidably  are  and  cieferve  to  be  fp. 
When  a  plan  converfes  only  with  a  final!  number  of  per- 
fons,  he  .neceffarily  imbibes  all  their  paili  oils  and  preju¬ 
dices  :  And  even  virtuous  men  have  their  failings  and 
prepoife  ikons.  Befides,  one  is  at  the  mercy  of  tale  bear¬ 
ers,  a  bafe  malicious  tribe*  who  feed  upon  venom  <  who 
poifon  the  moil  innocent  things  and  magnify  the  leak, 
who  invent  the  evil  rather  than  ceafe  to  injure,  and  who 
for  their  own  intereft  play  upon  the  jealoufy  and  bafe 
curiolity  of  a  weak  and  l'ufpicious  prince. 

Get  a  knowledge  therefore,  my  dear  Telemachus,  get 
§.  knowledge  of  men  ;  fift  them,  make  them  fpealc  of 
one  another,  try  them  by  ljttje  and  little  ;  deliver  your- 
felf  up  to  none ;  profit  by  your  own  experience  when  you 
have  been  .miftaken  in  your  judgment,  (for  you  will 
fometimes  be  miftaken).  and  thereby  learn  not  rafhly  to 
judge  well  or  ill  of  any  man.  The  wicked  are  too  de$p 
difiemblers  not,  to  impofe  upon  the  good  by  their  dij- 
guifes  ;  but  your  pail  miftakes  will  be  ufeful  lefions  of 
inftruiSlion.  When  you  find  a  man  of  ability  and  Virtue, 
employ  him  with  confidence  ;  for  then  of  integrity  ate 
pleafed  to  fee  others .  cdnfcious  of  their  uprightheis :  they 
prefer  efteem  and  confidence  to  riches :  but  do  nor  ippil 
$hem  by,  entruftjng  them  with  an  unbounded  powpr. 
Many  a.  man  would  have  continued  virtuous,  who  is  no 
longer  fo,  becauie  his  mailer  has  given  him  too  much 
wealth  and  power.  A  prince,  who  is  fo  .beloved  of  tfie 
Gods  as  to  find  in  a  whole  kingdom  two  or  three  real 
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•vrais.amis  d’une  fageffe  Sc  d’une  bonte  condante,  trouve 
biento.t  par  eux  cl’autres  perfonnes  qui  kar  reffemblent; 
pour  remplir  les  placed  itrf&i&ttf  eSf '  Par  ies  bons  auX- 
quels  on  fe  confie,  on  apprend  ee  qu’on  ne  peut  pas  dif- 
-fcerner'par  foUfhliri# 

Mais  faut-il,  difoit  Telemaque,  fe  ferVkrdfes  medians 

jMai^h  dire'-taiat  de 
fois  ?  -Oh  fcft ,Xdah fi  fa  necef- 
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tans  qu?ott  ne  pent •  1&  bbnfi- 


fcelerats,  parce  qukn]le&'craint9  k:-  quils-  pen  vent ’'tout 
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mais  il  faut  auffi  avoir  en  ‘Vue  de  lbs  rendre  peu  a  peu 
inutiks.  Pour  la  vraie  Sc  intithe  coftfiancey  gardez;-vou$ 
bien  de  la  leur  donner  jamais ;  car  ils  peuvent  en  abu- 
fer,  &  vous  tenir  enfuite  malgre  vous  par  votre  fecret, 
chaine  plus  difficile  a  rompre  que  toutes  les  chaines'-de 
fer.  Servez-vous-  d’eux  pour  des  negociations  paffa- 
geres ;  traitez-les  bien  ;  engagez-les  par  leurs  paffions 
memes  a  vous  etre  fideles,  car  vous  ne  les  tiendrez  que 
par-la :  mais  ne  les  mettez  point  dans  vos  deliberations 
les  plus  fecretes.  "Ayez  toujours  un  reffort  pret  pour 
les  remuer  a  votfe  gre,  mais  ne  leur  donnez  jamais  la 
clef  de  votre  cceur,  ni  de  vos  affaires.  Quand  votrfe 
btat  devient  paifible,  regies  conduit  par  des  homines 
fa'ges  &  droits,  dont  vous'  etes  fur,  peu  a  peu  les  me¬ 
dians,  dont  vous  etiez  contraint  de  tons  lervir,  devi- 
ennent  inutiles.  Alor*  il  ne  faut  pas  cclfer  de  les  bieh 
'  traiter ;  car  il  n’efe  jamais  permis  d’etre  ingrat,  memo 
pour  les  medians  :  mais  eh  les  Irritant  bien,  il  faut  ta- 
cher  de  les  rendre  bons.  11  eff  neceffaire  de  tolerer 
en  eux  certains  defauts  qufon  pardorine  a  I’humamte  ; 
il  faut  neanmoins  relever  peu  a  peu  Tatfecrite,  &  re- 
’  printer  fles  matiX  qubls  feroieht  buvbi'temeiit,  fi  on  les 
'iliffblt*  faire.'jn 'A pries  tbhtp  okff'tbi  mdl  ;qUe  le  bien  fe 
:faffe  par-  lbs  meehans  ;  Sc  qubiqhe  be  inal  foil  fouvent 
djtievfekbfo,  il  font  tpndre  neanmoins  peu  a  peu  a  le1  fairs 
sedfc. v  Un  prince  fage,  qui  ne  voudra  que  le  bon  or*- 
-nr  rrm o  ex  avu  zuu  rfguom  »n«fi  {  avp  ns  zt  emo  dre 
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friends  of  a  fteady  wifdom  and  integrity,  quickly  finds 
by  their  means  other  perfons  who  are  like  them,  to ,  fill 
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men  when  they  have  talents  for  baflnefs,  as  I  have  often 
heard  it  is  ?  One  is  often,  fa  id  Mentor,  under  a  necefiity 
to  make  ufe  o^diem*  In  a  convulfied  and  difordered 
date  one  often  finds  unjuft  and  crafty  men  who  are  already 
in  authority  ;  they  are  pofiaTed  of  important  pods  which 
cannot  be  taken  from  them. ;  they  have  infinuated  them- 
felves  into  the  confidence,  of  certain  perfons  of  influence’ 
with  whom  one  muli  needs  keep  well ;  nay,  one  muft 
keep  well  with  the  villains  them  felves,  becaufe  they  are 
to  be  feared,  .and  have  it  in  their  power  to  throw  every 
thing  into  confuflon.  It  is  highly  neceflary  therefore  to 
make  ufe  of  them  for  a  time  ;  but  it  is  neceflary  alfo  to 
have  in  view  the  rendering  them,  by  degrees  unneceflary. 
As  for  the  real  and  intimate  confidence,  take  care  never 
to  repofe  it  in  them  ;  for  they  may  abufe  it,  and  hold 
you  fail  whether  you  will  or  not  by  your  fecrets,  a  chain 
harder  to  be  broken  than  any  chains  of  iron.  Employ 
them  in  temporary  negociations,  treat  them  kindly,  and 
engage  them  to  be  faithful  to  you  by  their  paflions  them¬ 
felves,  for  you  have  no  other  hold  of  them  ;  but  never 
admit  them  into  your  fecret  counfels.  Always  have  fome. 
fpring  ready  to  put  them  in  motion  whenever  you  pleafef 
but  never  give  them  the  key  either  of  your  heart  or  your 
affairs.  When  your  kingdom  is  quiet,  fettled,  and  go¬ 
verned  by  wife  and  upright  men  on  whom  you  can  de¬ 
pend,  the  wicked  men,  whom  you  were  conftrained  tc> 
make  ufe  of,  become  ufelefs  by  degrees.  You  muft  not 
then  however  ceafe  to  treat  them  kindly,  for  it  is  never 
allowable  to  be  ungrateful  even  to  the  wicked,  but  at  the 
fame  time  that  you  treat  them  kindly,  you  mud  endea¬ 
vour  to  make  them  virtuous.  It  is  neceflary  to  wink  at 
certain  human  frailties  in  them ;  but  you  muft  however 
by  degrees  aflume  more  authority,  and  check  the  growth 
of  evils  which,  they  would  commit  openly,  were  they  fuf- 
fered  to  go  on.  After  all,  the  doing  good  by  wicked 
inftruments  is  an  evil ;  and  though  this  evil  is  often  in- 
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tfne  'natioii  ;  il  €^^6/5/p^re.-d,^%|gf^^r  d|^opyq£Ux. ' 
l€e  doit  etre,o  repondit  Tclemaque,  un  gr arid ,emb arras.. 
Point  du:  touts  reprit :  Mentor  ;  1  ’application  que  vous 
avcz  a  chercber  les  honti^f^^a^ile^  fef‘ 

clever,  excite  &  anime  tons  ceux,  qui  ont  du,  talent  &'d{i 
'Stowage  ;  ehacun  fait  des  e|Torts,  vr 

rhommes.'  qui, >  la ngjuiffen* d£^$ tgftft 
*.  qui  deviendroienEvde 
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feien  y  a-t-il  d’hommes  que  la  mifere  fe  riippuipnce'de' 
f’elever  par  la  vertu,rjt^ten.t  de  s’eleveqpar  le  crinie  ? 
Si  done  vous  attachez  les  recompenies  &  les  Koniie%«. 
Van  genie  &  a  lavertu,  combien  de  fujets  fe  formeront 
*  cPeux-memesi  Mais  combien  en  formerez-vous,  en  les 
fefant  monter  de  degre  ,en  degre,  depots  les  derniers  - 
emplois  jufqu’aux  premiers  !  Vous  exercerez  leurs  ta- 
lens ;  vous  eprouverez  l’etendue  de  leur  efprit,  &  la  fin- 
b  cerite  de  leur  vertu.  Les  hommes  qui  parviendront  a.ux 
plus  hautes  places,  auront  ete  nourris  fous  vos  yeux  dan» 
les  inferieures..  Vous  les  aurez  fuivis  toute  votre  vie  de 
degre  en  degre ;  vous  jugerez  d’eux,  non  par  leurs  pa¬ 
roles,  mais  par  toute  la  fuite  de  leurs  adlions-. 

Pendant  que  Mentor  raifonnoit  ainfi  avec  Tclemaquc, 
ils  apper9urent  un  vaiifeau  Pheacien  qui  avoit  relache 
dans  une  petite  lie  deferte'  &  fauvage,  bordee  de  rochers 
^affreux.  En  mem?  terns  les  vents  fe  turent,  les  doux 
Zephirs  me nie s  fembl er en t  retenir  leur  baleine,  toute  la 
mer  devint  unie  comme  une  glace,  les  voiles  abatues  ne 
peuvoient  plus  animer  le  vaiifeau ;  Peffort  deS  rameurs 
deja  fatigues  etoit  inutile  ;  il  falfut  absrder  encette  lie, 
qui  etoit  plutdt  un  equeil  qu’une  terre  propre.  a  etre  ha- 
bitee  par  des  hommes.  En  un  autre  terns  moms  caTme- 
'  on  n’auroit  pu  -y:  aborder  fans  un  grand  peril.  C.es  Phe- 
,  aciens;  qui  attendoient  le  vent,  ne  paroifToient  pas  mo- 
ins  impatiens  que  les  Salentins  de  continuer  leur  navi¬ 
gation,  Telemaque  s’avance  vers  eux  fur  ces  rivages- 
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A  wife  prince,  who  aims  only  at  good  carder  and 
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virtubbsPmen,  in  birder  to  prefer  them,  excites  and  fpUrs 
©a  alf  bbrfohs  of  abilities  and  fpirit^  every  one  exerts 
himfelf.  How  many  men  are  there  who  languilh  in  idle-  , 
nefs  and  obfcurity,  who?wd&ld  become  great  men,  were 
they  '{purred  dh  to  induftry  by  emulation  and  hopes  of 
fuccefs  !  How  iii&njpittbfi  afe1  there  whom  indigence  apd 
an  impoffibility  of  riling  by  virtue,  tempt  to  raife  them- 
fclves  by  vice  1  If  therefore  you  annex  rewards  and  ho¬ 
nours  to  genius  and  virtue.  What  numbers  of  your  fub- 
\e&$  will  of  themfefves  become  eminent  and  virtuous  . 
But  how  many  will  you  render  lb,  by  making  them  rife 
ftep  by  ftep  from  the  loweft  employments  to  the  higheft  ? 
You  will  exercife  their  talents  :  you  will  prove  the  ex¬ 
tent  of  their  genius,  and  the  fincerity  of  their  virtue. 
The  men  who  arrive  at  the  higheft  polls,  will  have  been 
trained  up  under  your  eyes  in  the  inferior.  You  will 
have  followed  them  all  your  life  ftep  by  ftep,  and  will 
form  your  judgment  of  them,  not  by  their  words,  but 
by  the  whole  courfe  of  their  .actions. 

While  Mentor  was  reafoning  thus  with  Telemachus, 
they  perceived  a  Phreacian  velfel  that  had  put  in  at  a  lit¬ 
tle  ifland,  which  was  defert,  wild,  and  furrounded  with 
frightful  rocks.  The  winds  at  the  fame  time  were  hulk¬ 
ed,  the  gentle  Zephirs  themfelves  fOemed'to  hold  their 
breath,  the  fea  was  become  'as  fmooth  as  a  mirror,  the 
flagging  fails  could  no  longer  animate  the  velfel,  and  the 
efforts  of  the  weary  rowers  were  vain  ;  it  was  .neceffary 
*  therefore  to  land  in’*  this  illand,  which  was  rather  a  rock 
than  earth  proper  to  be  inhabited  by  men.  In  lefs  calm 
Weather  it  would  have  been  impoffihte  to  have  landed 
there  without  the  utmoft  danger.  The.  Phaeacians,  who 
were  waiting  for  a  wind,  did  not  feem  lefs  impatient  tnan 


the  Salentines  to  proceed  in  their  voyage.  ■<  Telemachu* 

■  *  p  ^  advances 
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efcarpes.  Auffitbt  il  demande  au  premier  liomme  qiril 
rencontre,  s’il  n’a  point  vu  Ulyfie  roi  d’lthaque  dans  la 
•.  jnaifcn  ^  q|  9pVp<x'  3 

i  Celui  auquel  il  s’etoit  adreffe  par  hazard,  n’etoit  pas 
Pneaeien;  c'etoit  un  etrangej*  inconnu  qui  avoit  un  air 
-majeilueux^  mais;  trifte  ■&_  abattu.  -  il  paroiftbit  reveur, 
&  a  peine,  ecouta-t-il  d’abord  la  queftron  de  Xelemaque; 
inais  enfrn  il  jui  repondit  :  Ulyffe,  -VGQSbne  vous.  trom- 
pez  pas,  a  etc  re<~u  ebez  IercX  Akin  oiis  comme  .en  un 
JUeu  ou  Ton  eraint  Jupiter,  &  ou  Ton  pxerce  Phdpitali- 
te  :  mais  il  n’y  eit-plus,  &  vous  l*y  chercheriezi  inutile- 
il  eft  parti  pour  re  voir  Ithaque,  ft  les  Dieux  ap¬ 
plies  fouftrent  enfrn  qu’il  puifTe  jamais  faluer  fes  Dieux 
.Senates. *£»&««* 

A  peine-  cet  etranger  eut  prononce  triftement  ces  pa¬ 
roles  qu’il  fe  jeta  dans  un  petit  bois  epais  lur  le  haut 
d’un  rocher,  d;ou  il  regardeit  attenjivement  la  mer 
luy ant  les  homines  qu’il  voyoit,  Sc  paroiftant  affiige  de 
ne  pouvoir  partir. '  Xelemaque  le  regardoit  fixement  : 
plus  il  le  regardoit,  plus  il  etoit  emu  Sc  etonne.  Cet 
inconnu,  diioit-ij,  a  Mentor,  m’a  repondu  comme  un 
homme  qui  ecoute  a  peine  ce  qu’on  lui  dit  &  qui  eft 
plein  d’amertume.^  Je  plains  les  malheureux  depuis 
que  je  le  fuis,  &  je  fens  que  mon  cceur  s’intereffe  pour 
cet  homme,  fans  favoir  pourquoi.  Ii  m’a  aftez  mal  re- 
£u.  A  peine  a-t -il  daigne  m’ecouter  &  me  repondre. 
Je  ne  puis  ceiTer  neanmoins  de  fouliaiter  la  ftn  de  fes 
maux. 

Mentor  fouriant,  repondit :  Volla  a  quoi  fervent  les 
malheurs  de  la  vie ;  ils  rendent  les  princes  moderes,  & 
fenfibles  aux  peines  des  autres.  Quand  ils  n’ont  jamais 
goute  que  le.doux  poifon  des  profperites,  i]s  fe  croyent 
des  Dieux ;  ils  veuknt  que  les  montagnes  s’applanif- 
fent  pour  les  contenter  ;  ils  comptent  pour  rien  le3 
homines  ;  ils  veulent  fe  jouer  de  la  nature  entiefe. 
Quand  ils  entendent  parler  des  fouffrances,  il  ne  favent 
ce  que  c’eft:  c’eft  on  fonge  pour  eu^ ;  ils  n’ont  jamais 
vu  la  diftance  du  bien  Sc  du  mal ;  J’infortune  feule  peut 
leur  donner  de  1  humanite,  &  changer  leur  cceur  de  ro¬ 
cher  en  un  cceur  humain.  Alors  ils  fen  tent  qu’ils  font 
hommes,,  &  qu’ils  doiveni  menager  les  autres  hommes 
qui  ieur  reftemblent.  Si  un  inconnu  vous  fait  tant  de 
♦  /  '  pitie. 
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advances  towards  them  on  thefe  rocky  fh ores,  and  imme¬ 
diately  afks  the  firfi  man  he  meets,  if  hd  had  not  feen 
Ulyfies  the  king  of  Ithaca  in  king  Alcinous’s  palace. 

The  perfon  to  whom  he  accidently  addreft  himfelf, 
was  not  a  Phaeaciari,  but  an  unknown  Granger,  of  a  ma- 
jeltick  but  melancholy  and  dejected  air.  He  feemed 
thoughtful,,  and  at  firfi  liardly  heard  Telemachus’s  quef- 
tion  ;  but  at  length  he  anfwered,  You  are  not  niiflaken, 
Ulyfies  was1 entertained  in  king  Aicinous’s  palace,'  a 
place  whero  Jupiter  is  revered,  and  hofpitality  pra&ifed  ; 
but  he  is  not  there  now ;  you  wouldTeek  him  there  in 
vain  ;  he  is  departed  in  order  to  revifit  Ithaca,  if  the  ap¬ 
pealed  Deities  will  at  length  fuffer  him  to  falute  his 
houftiold  Gods  again.  :: 

This  firanger  had  hardly  fpoken  thefe  words  in  a  me¬ 
lancholy  manner,  but  he  rufhed  into  a  thick  grove  ort  the 
top  of  a  rock,  whence  hefiedfafily  viewed  the  fea,  fly¬ 
ing  from  every  one  he  faw,  and  deeming  urieafy  at  not 
being  able  to  profecute  his  voyage.  Telemachus  looked 
lledfaftly  upon  him,  and  the  more  he  looked  the  more  He 
was  moved  and  aftonifhed.  This  firanger,  laid  he  to  Men¬ 
tor,  anfwered  me  like  one  who  does  not  much  attend  to 
what  is  faid  to  him,  and  who  is  oppreft  with  grief.  I 
pity  the  unfortunate,  finceT  have  been  fo  myfelf,  and  I 
feel  that  my  heart  is  concerned  foe  this  man,  without 
knowing  why.  He  was  not  over-civil  to  me,  hardly 
vouchfafing  to  hear  and  anfwer  me  ;  and  yet  I  cannot 
help  wifiiing  that  his  miferies  were  at  an  end 

Mentor  replied  with  a  fmile,  Lo  the  ule  of  the  evils  of 
life;  they  foften  the  hearts  of  princes,  and  make  them 
feel  the  woes  of  others.  When  they  have  tailed  only  0! 
the  fweet  poifon  of  profperity,  they  fancy  themfelyes 
Gods  ;  they  Will  have  mountains  become  plains,  to  gra¬ 
tify  them  ;  they  efieem  mankind  as  nothing,  and  make 
all  nature  their  fport.  When  they  hear  of  fuffering,  they 
know  not  what  it  means  ;  it  is  a  dream  to  them  ;  they 
have  never  feen  the  difiance  between  good  and  evil : 
misfortune  alone  can  teach  them  humanity'  and  change 
their  hearts  of  ftone  into  hearts  of  ftelh.  They  then  find 
that  they  are  men,  and  that  they  ought  to  be  tender  of 
others  who  are  like  therm.  If  a  firanger  excites  fo  much 
pity,  becaufe  he  is  a  wandere?  on  this  fiiore  like  you ; 

P  5  ■  how 
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eft1  e6'fhrll@^ti^4'e?rai?C-fur  ce.rivage^. 
Tc6k^lS¥jide^fc-3^li%''-  avbi#  plLft-4&‘  companion  pour  ie 
■people*  dTtlUq\l&,  loffqu£  vous^Ja  rat&fc  <mk'joqr:f6ilf-* 
petiple -qttej  $a®  I9i£«T^3tf£  atotrad  cen fid,  com- 
*  ron  'apty^Nir  n  wm  ppm  fflatfnX  fetas/Tefa  cpeuNetre 

v*  oj&  on 

■^rpUT  v^Stre?  ttnpHd&feoe'  T  ctfr  1®4  ftajftfrent  quo 

par  les  fautes  des  rois,  qui  devroient  veillef ;  pour  Its 
empecher  de  fouffrir. 

Feftda'St'  que  J&tfNih  /■Sfeftp-T^Ifma^ae'^toit 

plonge  dans  la  triftefte  &  dans  l'e- cliagrin,*  &°il  Ini  re- 
pondit  ervfin  -ave$4h  Ifea*  d’erftetffotfn  S^idudSfivcel.^fio- 
•  les  font  vraies,  I’etat  d’uri  ?di  -eft-  bien  malheureux  ;  il 
eft  Telclave  de  tous  ceux  aiixquels  it  parok  commander ; 
il  n’eft  pas  taftfrfa4?vpbutr|  leUii'^[^®aiidei,#fiqi^|ieft'fait 
pour  eux  ;  il  fe  dokto'utentier  a  ettx ;  il  eft  charge  de 
•tous  Ieufs  befoins';  il  eft  1’homme  de  tout  le  peuple  & 
de  diacun  on  particulier  ;  il  faiit  qu’il  s’accommode  a 
lours  foiblefies,  qu’il  les  corrige  eri  pere,  qu’il  les  rende 
fages  &  heureux.  L ’autorite  'qtdil*  paroit  avoir,  n’eft 
pas  la  fienne  ;  il  ne  peut  rien  faire  ni  pour  fa  gloire,  ni 
pour  Ton  plaifir  :  Ton  antorite  eft  ceHe  des  loix  ;  il  fautl 
qu’il  leur  obeifie  pour  en  donner  l’cxemple  a  fesfujets. 
A  proprement  parler,  il  n’eft  que  le  defenfeur  des  loix 
pour  les  faire  regner  ;  il  faut  qu’il  veille  &  qu’il  tfa- 
vaille  pour  les  maintenir  ;  il  eft  l’homme  le  moins  libre 
&  le  moins  tranquille  de  fon  royaume.  C’eft  un  efclave 
qui  facrifie  fon  repos  L  fa,  liberte,  pour  la  liberte  Sc  la 
felicite  publique. 

Il  eft  vrai,  repondit  Mentor,  que  le  rol  n’eft  roi  que 
pour  avoir  foin  de  fon  peuple,  comme  un  berger  de  fon 
troupeau,  ou  comme  un  p£re  de  fa  famille.  Atfais  tro'u- 
vez-vous,  mon  cher  Telemaque,  qu’il  Toit  malheurOux 
d’dvoir  du  bien  a  faire  a  taht  de  geris  ?  ‘ *  1 1  corrige  les 
medians  par  des  punitions,  il  encourage;  le3  bons  par 
des  recompenfes,  il  reprefente  les  Dieifx  en  conduifant 
sin  ft  a  la  vertd  tout  le  genre  humain.  N’a-t-il  pas  af- 
fez  de  gloire  a  faire  garder  les  loix  ?  Celle  de  fe  mettre 
au'-deffus  des  loix  eft  une  gloire  TaulFe,  qui  n’infpire  que 
de  I-horreur  &  dii  mepris.  S’il  eft  mediant,  il  ne  peut 
etre  que’malheureux  ;  car  il  lie  fauroit  trouver  auctme 
paix;dafts  les  pafiiofts  &  dans  fa  vanite.  S1I  eft  bon,  il 
^  "  •  doit 
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how  much  more  companion  flight;-  you  to  have  for.  the 
people  of  Ithaca,  whea  you  ,  hereafter  fee  them,  fuffer! 
This  people,  whom  tp  i:your  care, 

as  a  flock  is  committed .%?  &  fhe.pherd,.  will  pCrhapsjbe 
r-rendefi^laXDtf^ii^h^  iynKOW’  dPr- 

prudencoj  fori  theDjpepplOi  fl^r^only  through  the  fault* 
of  princes^  who:4$gh$  M  km  vyatchfulntp^ eyf ut  'theuf 
- fu fbmq  gsc I I -by  moknvob  iup  tEiO'i  ?;ob  ediftfel  %>\  mq 
*  v  .  '  .  .iHfl'wol  3.b  ledosqmy,  • 

While  .  Mefltor  was  ;fpeaking  :  thus,  T elemachus  was 
overwhelmed  with  grief  and  trouble;  and  at  length  re¬ 
plied  with,  fome  emotion  r  If  all  thefe  things  are  true, 

.  the  condition  of  a  king  is,  very  unhappy. ;  he  is  the  flavq  of 
all  whom  he  feems  to  cOmnvand  ;  he  is  not  fo  much  born  to 
:  commandos i  tcLfer^homjS!  h&rpjves  himfelf  cntirelyvta 
:  them  ;  he  is  burdened  with. all  their  wants ;  he  is  the  fer- 
vant  of  all  the-  people,  and  of  every  one  in  particular  ; 
he  mufl  accommodate  himfelf  to  their  weakneffes,  and 
correct  them  like  a  father,  that  he  may  render  them  wife 
and  happy.  -The  authority  which  he  feems  to  have,  is 
not  his  own  ;  he  can  do  nothing  for  his  own  glory  or 
pleafure  :  his  authority  is  that  of  the  laws  ;  he  mull  obey 
them,  in  order  to  be  an  example  to  his  fubjeds.  Pro- 
perly  fpeaking,  he  is  only  the  guardian  of  the  laws,  to 
make  them  reign;  he  mqil  watch  and  toil  to  maintain 
them;  he  has  the  leaft  freedom  and  tranquility  of  any 
man  in  his  kingdom;  he  is  a  Have,  who  facrifices  his 
own  repofe  and  liberty  for  the  liberty  and  happinefs  of 
the  public. 

It  is  true,  replied  Mentor,  that  a  king  is  a  king  only 
to  take  care  of  his  people,  as  a  fhepherd  takes  care  of 
his  flock,  or  £  father  of  his  family.  But  do  you  think, 
my  dear  Telemachus,  that  he  is  unhappy  in  being 
obliged  to  do  good  to  fuch  multitudes  ?  He  correfls-  the 
wicked  by  punilhments,  he  encourages  the  good  Joy -re¬ 
wards,  and  represents  the  Gods  in  thus  conducing  all 
the  human  race  to  virtue.  Has  he  not  glory  enough  in, 
caufing  the  laws  to  be  obferved?  That  of  placing  him¬ 
felf  above  the  laws  is  a  falfe  glory,  which  infpires  no¬ 
thing  but  horror  and  contempt.  If  he  is  wicked,  ,  he 
cannot  but  be  unhappy  :  for  he  can  find  no  peace  in  his 
paffions  zpid  vanity.  If  he  is  virtuous,  he  mull  needs 
.  P  6  >afle 
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doit  gouter  le  plus  pur  &  1$  plus  folide  de  tous  les  plai* 
Tirs,  a  travailler.pour  la  verm,  &  a,  attendre  .des  Dieux 
une  eterneile  recompffj^)  yg  |^01q  ^npqmoyn  (m ^ 
Telemaque,  agite  au-dedaus]  pa?)  une  peine  fecrete, 
fembloit  li’avpir  jamais  compris  ces  maximes,  quoiqu’i.1 
en  fut  rernpli  &  qHdl  l^vreut  jl^i-m.em^/finfeignees  atix 
autres.  sfitfr  dqnnoife  cotter 

tables  fen  time  ns,  un  efprit  de .  contradi&ion  &  de  fubti- 
lite,  pour  rejeter  les  verites  que  Mentor  expiiquoit.  Ter 
lemaque  oppofoit  a  ces  raifons  ^ingratitude  des  homines. 
Quoi  !  diioitdl,  prendre  tant  de  peine  pour  de  faire  ai¬ 
mer  des  homines,  qui  ne  vous  aimeront  peut-etre  jamais* 
&  pour  faire  du  biea  a, des  medians,  qui  fe  fervircnt  de 
-  vos  bienfaits  pour  vous  nuk^^j  anbnsd  may  lo  stta  o^kxh 
« Mentor  lui  repondit'  patiemment :  II  faut  compter  fur 
I-’ingratitude  des  hommes,  &  ne  laifter  pas  de  leur  faire 
du  bien:  il  faut  les  fervir  moms  pour  Pamour  d’eux,  que 
pour  J’amoar  des  Dieux  qui  l’ordonnent.  Le  bien  qu’on 
fait  n’eft  jamais  perdu  :  fi  les  hommes  l’oublient,  les 
Dieux  s’en  fouviennent  &  le  recompenfent.  De  plus,  ft 
la  multitude  ell  mgrate,  il  y  a  toujours  des  hommes  veiv 
tueux  qui  font  touches  de  votre  vertu  :  la  multitude  memo, 
quoique  changeante  &  capricieufe,  ne  lailfe  pas  de  faire 
tot  on  tard  une  efpece  de  juftice  a  la  veritable  ver.tu. 
Mais  voulez-vous.  empecher  Pingratitude  des  hommes  ? 
Ne  travaillez  pas  uniquement  a  les  rendre  puiftans,  riches, 
redoutables  par  les  armes,  heureux  par  les  plaifirs  :  cette 
gloire,  cette  abondance,  ces  delices  les  corrompent ;  ils 
n’en  feront  que  plus  medians,  &  par  confequent  plus  in¬ 
grats  ;  c’eft  leur  faire  un  prefent  funefte  ;  c’eft  leur  offrir 
un  poifon  delicieux :  Mais  appliquez-vous  a  redrefter 
leurs  mceurs,  a  leur  infpirer  la  juftice,  la  ftncerite,  la 
crainte  des  Dieux,  l’humanite,  la  fidelite,  la  moderati¬ 
on,  le  defmtereftement.  En  les  rendant  bons,  vous  les 
empecherez  d’etre  ingrats,  vous  leur  donnerez  le  verita¬ 
ble  bien,  qui  eft  la  vertu  ;  &  la  vertu  ft  elle  eft  folide,  les 
attachera  toujours  a  celui  qui  la  leur  aura  infpiree. 
Ainfi  en  leur  donnant  les  veritables  biens,  vous  ferez  du 
bien  a  vous-rpeme,  &/vous,  n’aurez  point  a  craindre  leur 
ingratitude.  Faut-il  s’etonner  que  les  hommes  foient  ' 
ingrats  pour  des  princes,  qui  ne  les  ont  jamais  portes 
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tafte  the  pure  ft' and  meft  folid  of  all  pleafures,  in  toiling 
in  the  fervice  of  virtue,  and  in  the  ■expe’&ation  of  ah 
eternal  recompence  from  the  Gods. 

Telemachus,  who  had  a  fecret  uneafinefs  in  his  heart, 
feemed  as  if  lie  had  never'  underftood  thefe  maxims, 
though dijpsmindiw&s*  well  Ikfred  ■'  witHItHem  \ 1  1  fi£ '  had 

I**  '  1  r-  ,  .  .  t*  Llj  a-ifArt  Afrr«^  rtf*’,  ft  ‘TTLflT  i  g  o,  •>  1  ft  • » 
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of  contradiction  and  fubtilty,  to  oppofe  the  truths  which 
Mentor  explained;  To  thefe  arguments  Telemachus 
oppofed  the  ingratitude  of  men/  What  !  faid  he,  take 
fo-  much  pains  to  win' the  rafteClions  of  men,  who  perhaps 
will  never  love  you,  arid  to  do  good  to  wretches  Who  will 
make  ufe  of  your  benefits  to  your  prejudice  ! 

Mentor  made  him  a  calm  reply  :  We  muft  expeft  men 
to  be  ungrateful,  aticl -yet  we  muft  do  good  to  them  : 
we  muft  ferve  them  lefs  for  their  own  fakes,  than  for  the 
love  of  the  Gods  who  command  it.  The  good  which  a 
man  does  is  never  loft :  if  men  forget  it,  the  Gods  re¬ 
member  and  reward  it.  Befides,  if  the  multitude  is  un¬ 
grateful,  there  are  always  fome  virtuous  perfons  who  are 
affedted  with  your  virtue  :  nay,  .  the  multitude  itfelf, 
fickle  and  capricious  as  it  is,  never  fails  fooner  or  later 
to  do  a  fort  of  juftice  to  real  virtue.  But  would  you  pre¬ 
vent  the  ingratitude  of  men  ?  Do  not  labour  folely  to 
make  them  powerful,  rich,  formidable  in  arms,  happy 
in  their  pleafures  :  this  glory,  this  abundance,  thefe 
pleafures  corrupt  them  ;  they  will  only  be  the  more 
wicked  for  them,  and  confequently  the  more  ungrateful ; 
it  is  making  them  a  fatal  prefent,  it  Is  offering  them  a 
delicious  poifon  :  But  apply  yourfelf  to  reform  their  man¬ 
ners,  and  to  inftill  into  them  juftice,  iincerity,  a  fear  of 
the  Gods,  humanity,  fidelity,  moderation,  and  difin- 
tereftednefs.  By 'makiug  them  good  you  will  hinder 
them  from  being  ungrateful,  and  confer  virtue,  a  real 
good,  upon  them  ;  and  virtue,  if  it  be  real,  will  for 
ever  attach  them  to  him  who  has  inftilled  it  into  them. 
Thus  by  conferring  the  real  good  upon  them,  you  will 
do  good  to  yourfelf,  and  will  have  nothing  to  fear  from 
their  ingratitude.  Is  it  any  wonder  that  men  are  un¬ 
grateful  to  princes  who  never  taught  them  any  thing  but 
injuftice,  unbounded  ambition,  a  jealoufy  of  their  neigh- 
,  >  •  hours. 
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qu’a  Pinjuftice,  qu’a  1’ ambition  fans  bornes,  qu’a  la  ja- 
loufie  contre  leurs  voifins,  qn’a  Pinhumanite,  qu’a> 
la  hauteur,  qu’a  la  .mauvaife  foi  ?  Le  prince  ne  doit  at- 
tendre  d’eux  que  ce  qu- il  leur  a’  uppris  a  faire.  Que  ft 
au  coniraire  il  travailloit  par  fon  exemple,  &  par  fon  au¬ 
torite  a  .les  rendre  bo  ns,  il  ttoftveroit  lb  fruit  de  fon  tra¬ 
vail  dans  leurs  vertus  i  ou  du  inoins  vbtrouveroit  dans  la 
ftenne  &  dans  Pamitie  des  Dieux',  dequoi  fe  'Confoler  de- 
tous  les  mecomptes. 

A  peine  ce  difcours^fut-il  acheve,  qumlFelemaque  s’a- 
van^a  avec  empreffement  vers  les  Pheaciens,  dont  le 
vaiffeau  etoit  arrete  fur  le  rivage.  Il  s’adreffa  a  un  vieil- 
lard  d’entre  eux,  pour  luii  demandcr  d?ou  ils  venoient, 
©u  ils  alloient,  &  s’ils.  n’avoient  point  vu  Ulyffe.  Le 
vieillard  repondit :  Nou|  venous  cte  notre  tie,  qui  eft. 
cel  le  des  Pheaciens ;  nous  allons:  cherchcr  des  marchan- 
etifes  vers  PEpire;  Ulyffe,  comme  on  vous  1’a  deja  dit, 
a  paffe.dans  notre  patrie,  majs  il  en  eft  parti.  ■ 

Quel  eft,  ajouta  auftitot  Telemaque,  cet  homme  ft 
trifte,  qui  cherche  les  lieux  les  plus  deferts,  en.  attendant 
que  votre  vaiffeau  parte  i  C’eft,  repondit  le  vieillard,  un 
etranger  qui  nous  eft  inconnu.  Mais-  on  dit  qu’il  fe  nom¬ 
ine  Cleomenes  }  qu’il  eft  ne  en  Phrygie  ;  qu’un  oracle 
avoit  predit  a  fa  mere  avant  fa  narffance  qu’il  feroit  roiy 
pourvu  qu’il  ne  demeurat  point  dans  fa  patrie  ;  &  que  s’il 
y  demeuroit,  la  eolere  des  Dieux  fe  feroit  fentir  aux  Phry- 
giens  par  une  cruelle  pefte.  Des  qu’il  fut  ne,  fes  parens 
le  donnerent  a  des  matelots,  qui  le  porterent  dans-  Pile 
de  Lefbos.  Il  y  fut  nourri  en  fecret  aux  depens  de  fa  pa¬ 
trie,  qui  avoit  un  ft  grand  interet  de  le  tenir  eloign®. 
Bientot  il  devint  grand,  robufte,  agreable.  Sc  adroit  a 
tons  les  exercices'du  corps.  Il  s’appliqua  meme  avec 
beaucoup  de  gout  &  de  genie  aux  fciences  Sc  aux  beaux ' 
arts:  mais  on  ne  put  le  fouffrir-dans  aucun  pays.  La 
prediction  faite  fur  lui  devint  celebre :  on  le  reconnut 
bientot  par-tout  ou  il  alia  :  partout  les  roi's  <?raignoierit 
qu’il  ne  leur  enlevat  leurs  diudemes.  Ainft  il  eft  errant 
deppis  fa  jeuneffe,  &  il  ne  peut  trouver  aucun  lieu  du 
monde^ou  il  lui  foit  libre  de  s’arieter.  11  a  fouvent 
paffe  chez  des  peuples  fort  eloignes  du.fien^  mais  a  peine 
eft-il  arrive  dans  urie  ville  qu’on  y  decouvre  fa  naiflance, 
Poracle  qui  leAegarde.  Il  a  beau  fe  eacher  Sc  choiftr 
t'vrirs  *  *  en 
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hours,  inhumanity,  hauglitinefs  and  treachery  ?.  The 
prince  ihould  expert  nothing  from  them  but  what  he  lias- 
taught  them  to:  do.  But  on  the  contrary  if  he  endeavour¬ 
ed  by  his^own  example  and  authority  to  render  them  vir¬ 
tuous,  he  would  .find,  the  fruits  of  his  labour  in  their  vir¬ 
tues  ;  or  at  leaft  he  .would  find  in  his  own  and  in  the. 
friendfhip  of  the:  God3,  .wherewithal,  to  comfort  hirnfelf 
under  all  hisv  difappointments. 


i  s  nun  -'A  6  an  pit 

...  ■  4  -  *  ,eo)qntootm«3l zaot 

This  difeourfe  was  hardly  ended,,  when  T elemachus- 
Kaftened  towards  -the  Phseacians,  whofe  fhip  was  anchored 
on  the:  Ihore.  He  addreffed  hirnfelf  'to  an'  old  man 
among!!  them,  and  aiked  him  whence  they  came ,  whither 
they  were  bound,  and  if  they  had  not  feen  UlylTes.  The 
:eld  man  replied*,.  We  come  fronrour  own  iiland,  which 
is  that  of  the  Phafcacians ;  we  are  going  -to  Epirus  for 
merchandize ;  and' Ulyffes,  as  you  have  already  been 
told,  came  into  our  country,,  but  is  departed  from  it. 

Telemachus  immediately  added.  Who  is  that  melan¬ 
choly  man  who  feeks  the  molt  folitary  places,  while  he 
waits  for  the  departure  of  your  vefiel  ?  He  is,  replied 
the  old  man,  a  ftranger,  that  is  unknown  to  us.  But  it  is 
faid  that  his  name  is  Cleomenes ;  that  he  was  born  in  Phry¬ 
gia  ;  that  an  oracle  foretold  his  mother  before  his  birth 
that  he  would  be  a  king,  provided  he  did  not  remain 
in  his  own  country  ;  and  that  if  he  did  remain  there  the 
wrath  of  the  Gods  would  fall  on  the  Phrygians  in  a  dread¬ 
ful  peliilence.  As  foon  as  he  was  born,  his  parents  de¬ 
livered  him  to  certain  mariners,  who  carried  him  to  the 
ifland  of  Lefbos*  where  he  was  privately  brought  up  at 
the  expence  of  his  country,  which  had  fo  great  an  intereft 
to  keep  him  at  a  diftance.  He  foon  grew  tall,  robuft, 
handfome,  and  expert  in  all  exercifes  of  the  body.  He 
even  applied  hirnfelf  with  great  take  and  genius  to  the 
fciences  and  the  liberal  arts  ;  but  he  was  not  fuffered  to 
flay  in  any  country.  The  predidlion  concerning  him  be¬ 
came  famous ;  he  was  prefently  known  wherever  he  went, 
•and  kings  were  every  where  afraid  that  he  would  wreil 
their  Crowns  from  them.  "Thus  has  he  been  a  wanderer 
from  his.  birth,  and  can  find  no, part  of  the  world,  where 
he  may. have  the  liberty  to  fettle.  He  has  often  travelled 
into  nations  the  molt  remote  from  his  own ;  but  he  hardly 
”**  * '  arrives 
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en  chaque  lieu  quelquq  genre  de  vie  obfcure :  fes  talens 
eclatent,  dit-on,  toujours  malgre  lui,  &  ppur  la  guerre,  & 
pourles  lettres,  Sc  pour  les  affaires  les  plus  importantes  :  il 
'  le  prefente  toujours  en  chaque  pays  quelqueoccafion  impre- 
vue  qui  l’^ntraine,  &  qui  le  faitconnokre  au  public.  C’eft 
Ton  merite  qui  fait  fon  malheur ;  il  le  faif  craindre  &  I ’exclut 
de  tous  les  pays  oiWil  vcut  h^biter.  $a  deftine©  eft  d’etre 
eftime,  aime,  admire,  par  tout,  mais  rej.e,te.  de  toutes  les 
terres  connues.  Il  n’eft  plus  jeune,  &  cependant  il  n’a 
pu  encore  trouver  aucune  cote,  ni  de  l’Alie  ni  de  la, 
Grece,  ou  l’on  ait  voulu  le  laiffer  vivre  en  quelque  repos* 
Il  paroit  fans  ambition.  Sc  il  ne  cherche  aucune  fortune. 
Il  fe  trouveroit  trop  heureux,  que  l’oracle  ne  lui  eut  jamais 
promis  la  royaute.  Il  ne  lui  refte  aucune  efperance  de 
revoir  jamais  fa  patrie  j  car  il  fait  qu’il  ne  pourroit  porter 
que  le  deuil  &  les  iarmes  dans  toutes  les.  families.  La 
royaute  meme,  pour  laquelle  il  fouffre,  ne  lui  paroit 
point  defirable  ;  il  court  malgre  lui  apres  elle,  par  une 
trifte  fatalite,  de  royaume  en  royaume,  &  elle  femble 
fuir  devant  lui,  pour  fe  jouer  de  ce  malheureux  jufqu’a  fa 
vieillefte.  Funefte  prefent  des  Dieux,  qui  trouble  tous 
fes  plus  beaux  jours,  &  qui  ne  lui  caufe  que  des  peines, 
dans  l’age  ou  l’hcmme  infirme  n’a  plus  befoin  que  de  re¬ 
pos.  Il  s’en  va,  dit-il,  vers  la  Thrace  cherchef  quelque 
peuple  fauvage  &  fans  loix,  qu’il  puifte  aftembler,  policer. 
Sc  gouverner  pendant  quelques  annees ;  apres  quoi  1’oracle 
etant  accompli,  on  n’aura  plus  rien  a  craindre  de  lui  dans 
les  royaumesTes  plus  florifians.  11  compte  alors  de  fe 
retirer  dans  un  village  de  Carie,  ou  il  s’adonnera  a  Pa- 
griculture,  qu’il  aime  pafiionnement.  C’eft  un  homme 
fage  &  modere,  qui  craint  les  Lieux,  qui  connoit  bien 
leshommes,  Sc  qui  fait  vivre  en  paix  avec  eux,  fans  lea 
eftimer.  Voila  ce  qu’on  raconte  de  cet  etranger,  dont 
vous  me  demandez  des  nouvelles. 


Pendant  cette  conversation  Telemaque  tournoit  fouvent 
fes  yeux  vers  la  mer,  quTcommenqok  a  etre  agitee.  Le 
vent  foulevoit  les  dots,  qui  venoient  battre  les  rochers,- 
les  blanchiftant  de  leur  ecume.  Dans  ce  moment  le  vieil- 

lard 
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arrives  in  any  city  before  his  birth  and  the  oracle  con¬ 
cerning  him  are  difcovered.  He  in  vain  hides  himfelf, 
and  chafes  in  every  place  Tome  obfcure  kind  of  life  ;  his 
talents  for  war,  letters,  and  the  moft  important  affairs 
lhine' forth,  they  fay*,  whether  he  will  or  not ;  there  al¬ 
ways  offers  in  every  country  fome  unforeseen'  occafion 
which  gets  the  better  of  him,  arid  makes  him  known  to 
thepublick.  ddis  merit  is  the  caufe  of  his  misfortune  ;  it 
makes  him  feared,  and  excludes  him  from  all  places 
where  he  attempts  to  refide.  It  is  his  fate  to  be  every 
where  e deemed,  beloved,  admired,  but  expelled  from 
all  the  known  countries  in  the  world.  He  is  not  young, 
and  yet  has  he  not  hitherto  been  able  to  lind  any  coall, 
either- of  Alia  or  Greece,  where  they  would  fuffer  him  to 
live  in  peace.  He  feems  to  have  no  ambition,  and  does 
not  aim  at  greatnefs  ;  he  would  be  very  happy,  had  not 
the  oracle  promifed  him  a  crown.  He  deipairs  of  ever 
feeing  his  country  again  ;  for  he  knows  that  he  Ihould 
carry  nothing  but  mourning  and  tears  into  every  family. 
A  crown  itfelf,  the  caufe  of  his  fufferings,  feems  not  de- 
firable  to  him  ;  he  purfues  it  contrary  to  his  own  incli¬ 
nations,  through  a  fad  fatality,  from  kingdom  to  king-' 
dom,  and  it  feems  to  fly  before  him,  in  order  to  mock 
this  unhappy  man  even  to  his  old  age.  Fatal  gift  of  the 
Gods,  which  clouds  his  brighteil  days,  and  caufes  him 
nothing  but  pain,  at  a  time  when  feeble  man  needs  no¬ 
thing  but  relt !  He  is  going,  he  fays,  -to  Thrace  in  quell 
of  Tome  lavage  lawlefs  people,  whom  he  may  aflemble, 
civilize,  and  govern  for  fome  years ;  after  which,  the 
oracle  being  accomplilhed,  the  inoll  flourilhing  kingdoms 
will  have  nothing  to  apprehend  from  him.  He  defigns 
then  to  retire  to  fome  village  of  Caria,  where  he  will  de¬ 
vote  himfelf  to  agriculture,  of  which  he  is  paflionately 
fond.  He  is  a  wife  and  fober  man,  who  fears  the  Gods> 
who  has  a  thorough  knowledge  of  mankind,  and  who 
knows  how  to  live  in  peace  with  them  without  elleem- 
ing  them.  This  is  what  is  reported  of  this  llranger,  of 
whofe  fortunes  you  defired  me  to  inform  you.  i.  '  > 

During  this  converfation,  Telemachus  Was  continually 
turning  his  eyes  towards  the  fea,  which  began  to  be  in 
motion.  The  winds  railed  the  waves,  which  beat  againft 
the  rocks,  and  whitened  them  with  their  foam.  The 

fame 
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larddit-ii  TeMm^que:  1$  f$*q  que  jp;  parte ;  roes  copr- 
pagnons  ne  peu&ent  Ki’aftendre. :  ;£n .diCant  ces  mots, 
if  court  au  rivage.;  on  s’qmbarque  n’entend  que  des 
c«s  confus  fur  ie  rivage  par  1’ardeur  des  mariniers  impa- 

ticns  de  partM'.^d'  oj  tqgrs  $i3w  odw.  ^.v> :L 

€et  inconnuj  qu>n:)^|^oi|  Jpl&omenca,  a-voil?  erre 
quelque  terns,  au  milieu  rile^  .montant  fur  ie  fommet 
detouslesrocbers,  &  confiderant.deda  l’efpace  immenfe 
des  mers  avec  une  trifteffe  profonde<  Telemaque  ne 
1’avpit  point  perdu  de  vue,  &  ilne  peflpit  d’ebferver  fefc 
pas.  Son  coeur  etoit  attendn  pour ; qu ;  feomp}? ^ycrtueux , 

.  errant,  malheqreux,  deftine  aux  plus  grandes  chofes/& 
fervant  de  jouet  a  une  rigoureufe  fortune  loin  de  fa  patrie. 
Au  meins,  difoit-il  en  lui-mem.e,  peut-etre  reverrai-je 
Ithaque  ;  naais  ce  Cleomenes  ne  pent  jamais  revoir  la 
Phrygie.  L/exemple  d’un  homme  encore  plus  malhea- 
reux  que  lui  adouciffoit  la  peine  de  Telemaque. 

Bnfin  cet  homme  voyant  f©n  vaiffeau  pret,  etoit  defeen- 
du  de  ces  rochers  efcarpes  avec  autant  de  viteffe  &  d’agi- 
life,  qu’ Apollon  dans  les  forets  de  Lycie,  ayant  noue  fes 
cheveux  blonds,  paffe  au  travers  des  precipices  pour  aller 
percer  de  fes  fleches  les  cerfs  &  les  fangliers.  Deja  cet 
inconnu  eft  dans  le  vaiffeau,  qui  fend  1’onde  amere,  Ss 
qui  s’eloigne  de  la  terre. 

Alors  une  impreflion  fecrete  de  douleur  faifit  le  coeur 
de  Telemaque  ;  il  s’afflige  fans  favoir  pourquoi  j  les  lar- 
mes  coulent  deies  yeux,  &  rien  ne  lui  eft  fi  doux  que  de 
pleurerl  En  meme  terns  il  appe^oit  fur  le  rivage  toua 
les  marinier3  de  Salente  couches  fur  l’herbe,  &  profonde- 
ment  endormis ;  ils  etoient  las  &  abattus  ;  le  doux  fom- 
meil  s’etoit  infinue  dans  leurs  membres,  &  tous  les  hu- 
mides  pavots  de  la  niiit  avoient  ete  repandus  fur  eux  en 
plein  jour  par  la  puiffance  de  Minerve.  Telemaque  eft 
etonne  de  voir  cet  aifoupiflement  univerfel  des  Salentins, 
pendant  que  les  Pheaciens  avoient  ete  fi  attentifs  &  fi 
diligens  a  profiter  du  vent  favorable  ;  mais  il  eft  encore 
plus  occupe  a  regarder  le  vaiffeau  Pheacien  pret  a  dif- 
paroitre  au  milieu  des  dots,  qu’a.  marcher  vers  les  Salen- 
tins  pour  les  eveiller.  Un  ctonnement  Sc  un  trouble 
,  fecret  tiennent  fes  yeux  attaches,  vers  ce  vaiffeau  deja 
parti,  dont  il  ne  voit  plus  que  les.ypiles,  qui  blanchiffent 

un 
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fame  iriftant  thie "old  man  fay§  to  Telemaehus^TiiiuftgQ* 
my  companions  cannot  wait  for  me.  As  he  fpeaks  thefe- 
Words,  hb  runs  to  the  ftiareythe  Phaeaciafts  embark,  and 
nothing  hheam'but  the  confuted  clamours  of  the  mari¬ 
ners,  who  were  eager  and  impatient  to  be  go*^. 
rnThe  f&anf^fthafwas*  calied'Gleouftenes^  h^d  grayed 
feme  tii vtt  cthi^i^ridv^t-liittbihg  &p ^  to  the 

tops  Troinbiheketf  'taking'  a  melan> 

choly.ftirvey  of  the  vaft  bxpaiile  of  the  fea.  Telemachus 
had  nbt  loft 'fight  of  him-,  nor  eeafod  to  watch  his  heps. 
His- heart  was'  moved -for  a;  virttfouS,  wandering  unhappy 
'man, !^hp%as  fe^rh  to  perform  the  greateft  actions,  and 
Was  ’made,  'far fttim  his  native' country,  the  fport  of  ri¬ 
gorous  fortune."’  I  perhaps,  faid;- he  to  himielf,  may  fee 
'dtMca  again  ;  but  this  Cleomenes  can  never  return  to 
Phrygia.  An  inftance  of  a  man  more  unhappy  than  him- 
felf  alleviated  Telemachus’s  grief. 

At  length  this  man  feeing  the  veflel  ready,  defcended 
from  the  craggy  rocks  with  as  much  fpeed  and  agility, 
as  Apollo  in  the  forefts  of  Lycia,  having  tied  his  flaxen 
locks  together,  flies  over  the  precipices,  when  he  purfues 
the  flags  and  wild  boars  with  his  arrows.  And  now  this 
unknown  perfon  is  on  board  the  ffeip,  which  cleaves  the 
briny  wave  and  flies  from  the  land. 

Hereupon  a  fecret  impreflion  of  forrow  is  made  on  Te¬ 
lemachus’s  heart ;  he  grieves  without  knowing  why  % 
tears  trickle  from  his  eyes,  and  nothing  is  fo  pleafant  ta 
him  as  to  weep.  At  the  fame  time  he  fees  all' the  Salen- 
tine  mariners  on -the  lhore,  lying  faft  afleep  on  the  grafs; 
they  were  tired  and  quite  fpent ;  gentle  fleep  had  inflnu- 
ated  itfelf  into  their  limbs,  and  all  the  humid  poppies  of 
the  night  had  been  fhed  upon  them,  by  Minerva’s  pow¬ 
er,  in  the  middle  of  the  day.  Telemachus  is  furprifed 
to  fee  this  uniyerfal  drowflnefs  of  the  Salentines,  while 
the  Phceacians  had  been  fo  watchful  and  diligent  ta 
improve  a  favourable  wind  ;  but  he  is  more  intent  on 
viewing  the  Phseacian  fliip,  which  wa?  ready  to  difappear 
in  the  mid  ft  of  the  waves,  than  go  and  awake  the  Salen¬ 
tines.  Amazement  and  fecret  anguifh  fallen  his>eyes  on 
the  departed  bark,  of  which  he  now  fees  nothing  but  the 
fails,  which  look  a  little  white  in  the  azure  waves ;  he 
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un  peu  dans  Ponde  azuree ;  il  n’ecoute  pas  meme  Mentor 
qui  lui  parle  ;  il  eft  tout  hors  de  lui-meme  dansuntranf- 
pO'rt  femblable  a  celui  des  Menades,  lorfqu’elks  tjennent 
le  Tlilrfe  en  main,  &  qu’elles  font  retentir  de  leurs  cris 
infenfes  les' riVes  de  I’Hehre  &  les  montagnesde  Rhodope' 

^  m0Ty  sfaii 'zTivQDOi  sif 

Enftn  il  revxent  ,uh  p?u  |f  i 

Sz  fes  larmes  rccommencent  a  couier  de  les  yeux.j  Alors 
Mentor  lui  edit :  Je  ne  m’etonne  point,  mon  cher  Tele- 
maque,  de  vous  voir  pleurer ;  la  caufe  de  votre  douleur, 
qui  vous  eft  inconnue,  lie  1’eft  pas  a  Mentor ;  .e’eft  la 
riature  qui  parle,  &  qui  ]e  fait  fentir  :  e’eft  elle  qui  at- 
tendrit  votre  cceur.  I/incqnnu  qui  vous  a  donne  une  ft 
vive  emotion,  eft  le  ^ 

Pheacien  vous  a  raconte  de  lui  fous  le  nom  de  Cleomenes, 
if eft  qu’une  fi&ion,  pour  cacher  plus  furement  le  retour 
de  voire  pere  dans  fon  royaume.  Il  s’en  va  droit  a  Itha-. 
que ;  deja  il  eft  bien  pres  du  port,  &  il  reyoit  enfin  ces 
lieux  ft  long- terns  deftres.  Vos  yeux  Pont  vu,  comme 
on  vous  l’avoit  predit  autrefois,  mais  fans  le  connoitre  ; 
bientot  vous  le  verrez,  vous  le  connoitrez,  &  il  vous  con- 
noitra.  Mais  maihtenant  les  Dieux  ne  pouvoient  per- 
mettre  votre  reconnoiftance  hors  d’lthaque.  Son  cceur 
n’a  point  ete  moins  emu  que  le  votre ;  il  eft  trop  fage 
pourfe  decouvrir  a  nul  mortel  dans  un  lieu,  oil  il  pour- 
roit  etre  expofe  a  des  trahifons  &  aux  infultes  des  cruel* 
amans  de  Penelope.  Uiyife  votre  pere  eft  le  plus  fage 
de  tous  les  liommes  ;  fon  cceur  eft  comme  un  puits  pro- 
fond  ;  on  lie  fauroit  y  puifer  fon  fecret.  Il  aime  la  verite, 
&  ne  dit  jamais  rien  qui  la  blefte  :  mais  il  ne  la  dit  que 
pour  le  befoin  ;  Sz  la  fagefie,  comme  un  feeau,  tient  tou- 
joirrs  fes  levres  fermees  a  toutes  paroles  inutiles.  Com- 
bien  a-t-il  ete  emu  en  vous  parlant !  Combien  s’eft-il 
fait  de  violence  pour  ne  fe  point  decouvrir  1  Que  n’a- 
t-il  pas  fouftert  eri  vous  voyant  \  Voila  ce  qui  le  rendoit 
trifte  &  abatu. 


Pendant  ee  difeours,  Telemaque  attendri  Sz  trouble  ne 
pouvoit  retenir  un  torrent  de  larmes  :  les  langlots  l’em- 
pecherent  meme  long-tems  de  repondre.  Enfin  il  s’e- 
cria  :  Helas  !  mon  cher  Mentor,  je-  fentois  bien  dans  cet 
inconnu  je  ne  fais  quoi  qui  nfattiroit  a  lui,  Sz  qui  re- 
•  .  '  muoi£ 


t  |  ^e^xX  s. 


e ffur- 
pfflfth  fe&lflM^.^'-fee  you  weep  ;’  the 

cauf|  of  your  forro  w,  which  is  unknown*  to  you,  is  not 
u&kiiOWh  t»jM88l;OT*f  iit^.  tiltfcre'  that  fpeaks  and  works 

The  Granger, 


$BS^  is  the  great 

Ulyhes,  What  the  old  Phseacian  t-old  you  of  him  under 
the  name  of  Cleomenes,  is  only  a  fidtion,  the  more  fe- 
curely  to  conceal  your  father’s  return  to  his  kingdom. 
He  is  going  diredlly  to  Ithaca  ;  he  is  already  near  the 
port,  and  at  length  fees  that  fo  long  wifhed  for  place 
again.  Your  eyes  have  feen  him,  as  it  was  formerly 
foretold  that  you  Ihould,  but  without  knowing  him  ;  you 
•will  quickly  fee  him  again,  and  know  him,  and  he 
will  know  you.  But  at  prefent  the  Gods  do  not  per¬ 
mit  you  to  know  each  other  out  of  Ithaca.  His  foul  was 
not  lefs  moved  than  yours  ;  he  is  too  wife  to  difcover 
himfelf  to  any  mortal,  where  he  might  be  expofed  to 
the  treachery  and  infults  of  the  cruel  fuitors  of  Pene^ 
lope.  Ulylfes,  your  father,  is  the  wifefl  of  all  men  ; 
his  heart  is  like  a  deep  well  ;  his  fecrets  cannot  be 
-drawn  out  of  it.  He  loves  truth,  and  never  fays  any 
thing  that  wounds  if;  but  he  fpeaks  it  only  when  it  is 
lieceflary  ;  wifdom,  like  a  leal,  always,  keeps  his  lips 
fhut  againk  all  ufelefs  words.  How  was  he  moved  when 
he  fpoke  to  you  !  What  violence  did  he  do  to  himfelf, 
that  he- might  hot  be  known  1  What  did  he  not  fu ffer 
in  feeing  you  1  It  was  that  which 'made  him  fad  and 
dejedted. 

During  this  fpeech,  Telemachus  being  greatly  moved 
and  troubled  could  not  help  fhedding  hoods ’of  tears,  and 
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mudit  tomes  mes  entrailles.,  Mais  pour-quoi  he  m’avez* 
VOus  pas  4k  avant  fon  depart  que  c’etoit  OlyJTe,  pmfqus 
vous  le  connoifliez  *  .Pour-quor  I’ave^vous  laifte  partir 
fans  lui  parler,  &  fans  faire  femblant  de  le  cormoitre? 
Quel  eft  done  ce  myftere  I  Serai-je  toujour  malheUreux  l 
Les,  Dieux  irrites  vealent-ils  me  *  tenir  altere,  comme 
Tantale,  quHae  eau  trompeufe  amufe,  sHtrfuyant  de  fes 
levres  avides  l  Uiyffe  i  t  Ulyflb,  m;avez.vous  Schappe 
pour  jamais  $  Peut-etre  ne  leverrai-je  plus/l  Peut-etrO 
que  les  amans  4e  Pcnelepe  le  feront  tomber  dans  les  em- 
buchcs  qu’lls  me  preparoient  d  Au  moms  ft  je  le  imvois, 
;e  mourns  avec  lui  i  O  Ulyffe  1  6  Ulyffe  !  ft  la  texnpete 
ne  vous  rejete  pas  encore  contre  quelqde  ecueil,  (car 
i’ai  tout  a  craindre  de  la  fortune  ennemie)-  je  tremble  quo 
vous  n’arriviez  a  Ithaque  avec  un  fort  aufti  funefte  qu’A- 
^amemnon  a  Mycenes.  Mais  pourquoi,  cher  Mentor, 
m’avez-vous  envie  mon  bonheur  ?  Mamtenant  je  1  em- 
brafferois,  je  ferois  deja  avec  lui  dans  le  port  d’lthaque, 
rombattrions  pour  vaincre  tous  nos  ennemis. 


Mentor  Hi  repondit  en  fouriant :  Voyez ,  mon  cher  T'e- 
lemaque,  comment  les  homines  font  faits.  Vous  voila  tout 
defole,  parce  que  vous  avez  vu  votre  pere  fans  le  reconnoi-. 
tre.  Que  n’euftiez-vous  pas  donne  Her  pour  etre  allure  qu  li 
n’etoit  pas  mort  ?  Aujourd’hui  vous  en  etes  allure  par  vos 
propres  yeux,  &  cette  aflurance  qui  devroit  vous  combler 
de  ioie,  vous  laiiTe  dans  l’amertume.  Ainft  le  cceur  ma- 
lade  des  mortels  compte  toujours  pour  rien  ce  qu  il  a  le 
plus  defire,  des  qu’ii  le  pofiede,  &  il  eft  ingemeux  pour 
fe  tourmenter  fur  ce  qu’U  ne  polTede  pas  encore.^  C  eit 
pour  exercer  votre  patience  que  les  Dieux  vous  tiennent 
ainft  en  fofpems.  Vous  regardez  ce  terns  comme  p'erdu, 
fachez  -que  e’eft  le  plus  utile  de  votre  vie  ;  car  il  vous 
cxerce  dans  la  plus  neceflaire  de  toutes  des  vertus  pour 
ceux  qui  doivent  commander.  Il  faut  etre  patient  pom 
devenir  maitre  de  foi  &  des  autres.  Ldmpauence^qui 
paroit  une  force  &  une  vigueur  de  Fame,  n  eft  qu  une 
foiblefte  &  une  impuiflance  deifouffrir  la  pane.  Celui 
qui  ne  fait  pas  attendre  &  fouffrir,  <eft  comme  celui  qui 
ne  fait  pas  fe  taire  fur  un  fecret ;  d’un  &  1’autre  manquent 
de  fermete  pour  fe  retenir,  comme  un  homme  qui  court 

dans  un  chariot,  &  qui  n’a  pas  la  main  aftez  fame  pour 

'  arreter. 
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to  hkfi,  and  movedall  my  bowdi  wkkin.me.  u  But  why* 
as  you  knew  him,  did  you  not*  tell  me  that  it  was  Ulyfles 
before  his  departure  ?  Why  did  you  let  him  go  without 
(peaking  to  him,  and  without  Teeming  to  know  him  ? 
Pray  what  my  fiery  is this?  Shall  I  the  wretched  for  ever  ? 
Will  the  angry  Godspunilh  me  withxhirft  like  Tantalus,, 
whom  adelufive  dream  deridesoby  ,  its  'flight  from  his 
greedy  lips.  /O  Ulyfles  IT-  Ulyflhs  k  <art  thou  gone  for 
^ver?  Perhaps  I  (halt  never  fee  him  more  l  Perhaps  Pe¬ 
nelope’s  lovers  may  caufe  him  to  fall  into  the  fnares 
which  they  laid  for  me  i  -  Had  I  went  with  him,  I  fhould 
at  lead  have  died  with  him.;  O  UlyiTes  !  Ulyfles !  if  the 
llorms  do  not  throw  you  on  the  rocks  again,  (for.T  have 
every  thing  to  apprehend  from  adverfe  fortune)  I  trem¬ 
ble  left  on  your  arrival:  /  at  Ithaca  you  Ihould  meet  as 
dreadful  a  fate  as  Agamemnon  did  at  Mycenze.  put 
tvhy,  my  dear  Mentor,  did  you  envy  me  my  happinefs] 
I  had  now  embraced  him,  I  had  now  been  with  him  in 
the  port  of  Ithaca,  we  had  been  fighting  to  vanquilh  our 
enemies ! 

Mentor  replied  with  a  fmile.  See,  my  dear  Telema- 
chus,  the  temper  of  mankind.  You  are  now  in  the 
greateft  diftrefs,  becaufe  you  have  feen  your  father  with¬ 
out  knowing  him  ;  and  yet  what  would  you  not  have 
given  to  have  been  allured  that  he  was  not  dead?  To 
day  your  are  allured  of  it  by  your  own  eyes,  and  this  af- 
furance,  which  ought  to  overwhelm  you  with  joy,  fills 
you  with  ariguilh.  Thus  does  the  fickly  foul  Of  mortals 
efteem  as  nothing  what  it  moft  defired,  as  Toon  as  it  p>of- 
fefles  it,  and  is  ingenious  in  tormenting  itfelf  with  re¬ 
gard  to  what  it  does  not  yet  poflefs.  ft  is  to  exercife 
your  patience  that  the  Gods  keep  you  thus  in  fufpence. 
Y ou  look  upon  this  as  loft  time,  but  know  that  it  is  the 
moft  ufeful  of  your  whole  life  ;  for  it  exerciies  you  in  a 
virtue  which  is  the  inoft  neceflary  in  thofe  who  are  to 
command.  It  is  neceflary  to  be  patient,  in  order  to  be¬ 
come  .mafter  of  one’s  felf  and  others.  Impatience,  which 
ieeras  ftrength  and  vigour  of  foul,  is  nothing  but  weaknefs 
and  an  inability  of  bearing  pain.  He  that  cannot  wait 
and  fuffer,  is  like  a  man  who  cannot  keep  a  fecret ;  they 
both  want  a  firmnefs  of  foul  to  contain  themfelves,  like 
a  charioteer,  in  a^race,  whofe.  hand  is  not  ftrong  enough, 
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arreter,  quand  il  faut,  fes  courfiers  fcugueux:  ils  n’o- 
beiffent  plus  au  frein,  ils  fe  precipitent,  &  Phomme  foi¬ 
ble  auquel  ils  echappent,  ell  bjife  dans  fa  chute.  Ainli 
l’homme  impatient  eft  entraine  par  fes  defirs  indomptes 
&  farouches  dans  un  abime  de  malheurs.  Plus  fa  puif- 
fance  eft  grande,  plus  fon  impatience  lui  eft  funefte.  II 
n’ at  tend  rien,  il  ne  fe  donne  le  terns  de  rien  mefurer,  il 
force  toutes  chofes  pour  fe  conterrter  ;  il  rompt  les  bran¬ 
ches  pour  cueillir  le  fruit  avant  qu’il  foit  mftr ;  il  brife  les 
portes  plutot  que  d’attendre  qu’on  les  lui  ouvre  ;  il  veutr 
naoiffonner  quand  le  fage  laboureur  feme ;  tout  ce  qu’il 
fait  a  la  hate  &  a  contre-tems,  eft  mal  fait,  &  ne  peut 
avoir  de  duree  non  plus  que  fes  defirs  volages.  Tels  font 
4es  projets  infenfes  d’un  homme  qui  croit  pouvoir  tout,  & 
qui  fe  livre  a  fes  defirs  impatiens  pour  abufer  de  fa  puif- 
fance.  C’eft  pour  vous  apprendre  a  etre  patient,  mon 
cher  Telemaque,  que  les  Dieux  exercent  tant  votre  pati¬ 
ence,  &  femblent  fe  jouer  de  vous  dans  la  vie  errante  ou 
its  vous  tiennent  toujours  incertain.  Les  biens  que  vous 
efperez  fe  montrent  a  vous,  &  s’enfuyent  cornme  un 
fonge  leger,  que  le  reveil  fait  difparoitre,  pour  vous  ap- 
prendre  que  les  chofes  memes  qu’cn  croit  tenir  dans  fes 
mains,  echappent  dans  Pinftant.  Les  plus  fages  le^ns 
d’Ulyffe  ne  vous  feront  pas  aufli  utiles  que  fa  longue  ab¬ 
sence,  &  les  peines  que  vojus  foufffez  en  le  cherchant. 

Enfuite  Mentor  voulut  mettre  la  patience  de  Telema¬ 
que  a  une  derniere  epreuve  encore  plus  forte.  Dans  le 
moment  ou  le  jeune  homme  alloit  avec  ardeur.preifer  les 
matelots  pour  hater  le  depart.  Mentor  Tarreta  tout-a- 
Coup^  &  l’engagea  a  fairs  fur  le  rivage  un  grand  facri- 
fice  a  Minerve.  Telemaque  fait  avec  docilite  ce  que 
Mentor  veut.  On  drefle  deux  autels  de  gazon,  Tenceris 
fume,  le  fang  des  viCtimes  eoule.  Telemaque  poufle  des 
foupirs  tendres  vers  le  ciel,  il  reconnoit  la  puiftante  pro¬ 
tection  de  la  Deefle.  A  peine  le  facriflce  eft-il  acheve, 
qu'il  fuit  Mentor  dans  les  routes,  iombres  d’un  petit  bois 
voilin.  La  il  apper^oit  tout- a-coup  que  !e  vifage  de  fon 
ami  -prend  une  nouvelle  iorme.  Les  rides  de  ^on  iront 
s’effaccnt,  comme  les  ombres  difparoiflfer  *:  qe.  •;  !  Au- 

rore  de  fes  doigts  de  rofe  ouvre  ies  portes  de  l’orient,  & 
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when  it  is  needful,  to  flop  his  fiery  courfers :  they  no 
longer  obey  the  reins,  they  rufh  down  a  precipice,  and 
the  feeble  driver  with  whom  they  run  away,  is  dafhed  in 
pieces  by  his  fall.  So  an  impatient  man  is  hurried  by 
his  fierce  ajad  unconquerable  defires  into  an  abyfs  of  mi- 
feries.  The  greater  his  power  is,  the  more  fatal  to  him- 
felf  is  his  impatience.  He  waits  for  nothing,  he  does 
not  fillow  himfelf  time  to  weigh  any  thing,  he  breaks 
through  all  things  to  gratify  himfelf;  he  tears  off  the 
branches  to  gather  the  fruit  before  it  is  ripe  ;  he  breaks 
down  the  doors  rather  than  flay  till  they  are  opened  to 
him  ;  he  will  needs  reap  when  the  wife  hufband-man 
fows  ;  every  thing  which  he  does  in  a  hurry  and  out  of 
feafon  is  ill  done,  and  cannot  laff  longer  -than  his  fickle 
defires.  Such  are  the  mad  projects  of  man  who  thinks 
he  can  do  every  thing,  who  gives  himfelf  up  to.  his  im¬ 
petuous  defires,  and  abufes  his  power.  It  is  to  teach  you 
to  be  patient,  my  dear  Telemachus,  that  the  Gods  do  fo 
much  exercife  your  patience,  and  feem  to  mock  you  in 
the  vagrant  life  wherein  they  always  keep  you  in  doubt. 
The  good  which  you  hope  for  fhows  itfelf  to  you,  and 
hies  away  like  an  empty  dream,  which  a  man’s  awaking 
caufes  to  vanilh,  to  teach  you  that  the  very  things  which 
you  think  you  hold  fall  in  your  hands  may  flip  away  in 
an  inllant.  The  wifeff  lefions  of  Ulyffes  will  not  be  fo 
ufeful  to  you  as  his  long  abfence,  and  the  hardlhins  you 
fuffer  in  quell;  of  him. 

Mentor  afterwards  refolved  to  put  Telemachus’s  pati¬ 
ence  to  a  lalt  and  yet  feverer  trial.  The  moment  the 
youth  was  running  to  urge  the  mariners  to  haiien  their 
departure.  Mentor  Hoped  him  on  a  fudden,  and  engaged 
him  to  offer  a  great  facrifice  to  Minerva  on  the  ihore. 
'Telemachus  readily  executes  what  Mentor  defires.  Two 
altars  of  turf  are  ereCted,  the  incenfe  fmokes,  and  the 
blood  of  the  victims  ffreams  around.  Telemachus  fends 
up  tender  fighs  to  heaven,  and  acknowledges  the  power¬ 
ful  protection  ol  the  goddefs.  As  foon  as  the  facrifice 
was  ended,  he  followed  Mentor  into  the  gloomy  paths  of 
a  neighbouring  grove,  where  he  fuddenly  perceived  that 
the  face  of  his  friend  aflumed  a  new  form.  The  wrinkles 
of  his  brow  difappear,  as  lhades  vanilh  when  Aurora 
with  her  rofy  fingers  opens  the  gates  ol  the  eaff,  and  en  > 
Tom.  II.  flames 
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enflame  toat  Thorifon.  Ses  yeux  creux  &  aufteres  fo 
changent  en  des  yeux  bteux  d'une  couleur  celefte,  & 
pie  ins  d’une  flame  divine.  Sa  barbe  grife  8c  negligee 
difparoit.  Des  traits  nobles  &  hers,  meies  de  douceur 
fe  de  grace,  fe  montrent  aux  yeux  de  Telemaque  ebloui. 
II  recoilnoit  un  vifage  de  femme,  avec  un  teint  plus  uni 
qu’une  fleur  tendre  &  nouvellement  eclofe  au  foleil :  on 
y  voit  la  blancheur  des  lys  melee  de.rofes  naiffantes.  Sur 
ce  vifage  fleurit  une  eternelle  jeuneffe,  avec  une  majefte 
fimple  &  negligee.  Une  odeur  d’ambroifie  fe  repand 
de  fes  cheveux  fiottans.  Ses  habits  eclatent  comme  les 
vives  couleurs,  dont  le  foleil  en  fe  levant  peint  les  fom- 
bres  voutes  du  ciel,  &  les  nuages  qu’il  vient  dorer.  Cette 
Divinite  ne  touche  pas  du  pie  a  terre,  elle  coule  legere- 
ment  dans  l’air,  comme  un  oifeau  le  fend  de  fes  ailes. 
Elle  tierit  de  fa  puiffante  main  une  lance  brillante,  capa¬ 
ble  de  faire  trembler  les  villes  &  les  nations  les  plus 
guerrieres  :  Mars  meme  en  feroit  effraye.  Sa  voix  eft 
douce  Sc  moderee,  mais  forte  &  infmuante  ;  toutes  fes 
paroles  font  des  traits  de  feu  qui  percent  le  cceur  de  Te¬ 
lemaque,  &  qui  lui  font  reftentir  je  ne  fais  quelle  douleur 
delicieufe.  r  Sur  fon  cafque  paroit  1 ’oifeau  trifle  d’A- 
thenes,  &  fur  fa  poitrine  brille  la  redoutable  Egide.  A 
ces  marques  Telemaque  recommit  Minerve. 

Os  Deeffe,  dit-il,  c’eft  done  vous-meme,  qui  avez 
daigne  conduire  le  fils  d’Ulyffe  pour  l’amour  de  fon 
pere. ..  .  .  II  vouloit  en  dire  davantage,  mais  la  voix  lui 
manqua  ;  fes  levres  s’effor^oient  en  vain  d’exprimer  les 
penfees  qui  fortoient  avec  impetuofite  du  fond  de  fon 
eoeur.  La  Divinite  prefente  l’accabloit,  &  il  etoit  com¬ 
me  un  homme,  qui  dans  un.  fbnge  eft  oppreffe  jufqu’a 
perdre  la  refpiration,  &  qui  par  l’agitation  penible  de 
fes  levres  ne  peut  former  auCune  voix. 

Enfin  Minerve  premia  ces  paroles  :  Fils  d’Ulyfle, 
ecoutez-moi  pour  la  derniere  fois-  Je  n’ai  inftruit  aucun 
mortel  avec  autant  de  foin  que  vous  ;  je  vous  ai  mene  par 
la  main  au  travers  des  naufrages,  des  terres  inconnues, 
des  guerres  fanglantes,  &  de  tous  les  iriaux  qui  peuvent 
eprouver  le  cceur  de  1’homme.  Je  vous  ai  montre  par 
des  experiences  fenfibles  les  vraies  Sc  les  faufles  maximes 
par  lefquelles  on  peut  regner.  Vos  fautes  ne  vous  ont 
jpas  ete  moms  utiles  que  vos  malheurs :  Car  quel  eft 
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anies  all  the  horizon.  His  hollow  and  fevere  eyes  are 
hanged  into  eyes  of  a  celeftial  azure,  and  filled  vyith  a 
divine  fire.  His  white  and  uncouth  beard  difappears. 
Nobje  and  majedtic  features,  tempered With  fvveetnefs  and 
grace,  prefent  themfelves  to  the  dazzled  eyes  of  Tele- 
rnaehus.  He  lees  a  woman’s  vilage  with  a  completion 
more  beautiful  than  a  tender  flower  juft  unfolded  to  the 
fun  ;  the  whiteaefs  of  the  lilly  is  there  bfended  with  the 
^rimibn  of  the  opening  rofe.  Eternal  youth  blooms  on 
her  face,  with  a  plain  and  unafteted  majefty.  An  am- 
brofial  odour  is  diffufed  from  her  ftowing  treffes.  Her 
veirrnents  glifter  like  the  lively  colours  with  which  the 
niing  fun  paints  the  dufky  vaults  qf 'heaven, .and  gilds  the 
clouds.  The  Goddefs  does  not  touch  the  earth  with  her 
feet,  but  glides  with  eafe  through  the  air,  as  a  bird  cleaves 
it  with  his  wings.  In  her  puiflant  hand  fhe  holds  a  glit¬ 
tering  fpear,  that  would  terrify  the  moft  warlike  cities 
and  nations  ;  nay,  Mars  himielf  would  tremble  at  it. 
Her  voice  is  fweet  and  mild,  but  ftrong  and  infmuating  ; 
all  her  words  are  darts  of  fire,  which  pierce  the  very 
foul  of  Telemachus,  and  make  him  feel  a  pleafing  kind 
of  pain.  On  her  helmet  is  feen  the  folitary  bird  of 
Athens,  and  on  her  bread:  glitters  the  formidable  iEgis. 
By  thefe  marks  Telemachus  knows  Minerva. 

O  Goddefs  !  faid  he,  it  is  you  yourfelf  then  who  have 
deigned  to  condudt  the  fon  of  Ulyfles  for  the  fake  of 
his  father  ! — He  would  have  proceeded,  but  his  voice 
failed  him,  and  his  lips  vainly  endeavoured  to  exprefs 
the  thoughts  which  impetuoufly  rufhed  from  the  bottom 
of  his  l\eart.  The  prefence  .of  the  Goddefs  overpowered 
him,  and  he  was  like  a  man  who  is  fo  much  oppreft  in  a 
dream  as  to  lofe  his  breath,  and  who  by  the  painful  agita¬ 
tions  of  his  lips  cannot  form  a  lingle  word. 

At  length  Minerva  fpoke  thefe  words ;  Son  of  Ulyfles, 
hear  me  for  the  laft  time,  I  have  never  inftrudted  any 
mortal  with  fo  much  care  as  you  ;  I  have  led  you  by  the 
hand  through  fhipwrecks,  unknown  countries,  bloody 
wars,  and  all  the  evils  which  can  try  the  heart  of  man. 
I  have  ftjewn  you  by  ftriking  examples  the  true  and  falfe 
maxims  of  government.  Your  faults  have  not  been  lei's 
ufeful  to  you  than  your  misfortunes  :  For  .where  is  the 
man  that  can  govern  wifely,  if  he  has  never  fuftered,  and 
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l’homme  qui  peut  gouverner  fagement,  s’il  n’a  jamais 
fouffert,  &  s’il  n’a  jamais  profite  des  fouffrances  ou  fes 
fautes  l’ont  precipite  ?  Vous  avez  rempli,  comme  votre 
pere,  les  terres  &  les  mers,  de  vos  triftes  aventures. 
Allez,  vous  etes  maintenant  digne  de  marcher  fur* 
fes  pas.  II  ne  vous  refte  plus  qu’un  court  &  facile 
trajet  jufqu’a  Ithaque,  ou  il  arrive  dans  ce  moment; 
combattez  avec  lui ;  obeiifez-lui  comme  le  moindre 
de  fes  fujet-s  ;  donnez-en  1’exemple  aUx  autres.  II  vous 
donnera  pour  epoufe  Antiope,  &  vous  ferez  heureux 
-avec  elle,  pour  avoir  moins  cherche  la  beaute  que  la 
fagefte  &  la  vertu.  Lorfque  vous  regnerez,  mettez 
toute  votre  gloire  a  renouveler  l’age  d’or  ;  ecoutez  tout 
le  monde  ;  croyez  peu  de  gens  ;  gardez-vous  bien  de 
vous  croire  trop  vous-meme  ;  craignez  de  vous  tromper, 
mais  ne  craignez  jamais  de  laifter  voir  aux  autres  que 
vous  avez  ete  trompe  ;  aimez  les  peuples,  n’oubliez  riea. 
pour  en  etre  aime.  La  crainte  eft  necelfaire  quand  l’a- 
raour  manque  ;  mais  il  la  faut  toujours  employer  a  re¬ 
gret,  comme  les  remedes  violens  8c  les  plus,  dangereux. 
Confiderez.  toujours  de  loin  toutes  les  luites  de  ce  que 
vous  voulez  entreprendre ;  prevoyez  les  plus  terribles  in- 
conveniens,  &  fachez  que  le  vrai  courage  confide  a  envi- 
iager  tous  les  perils,  &  a  les  meprifer  quand  ils  devien-  . 
nent  neceftaires.  -  Celui  qui  ne  veut  pas  les  voir,  n’a 
pas  afiez  de  courage  pour  en  fupporter.  tranquilement  la 
vue  :  celui  qui  les  voit  tous,  qui  evite  tous  ceux  qu’on 
peut  eviter,  8c  qui  tente  les  autres  fans  s’emouvoir,  eft 
3e  feul  fage  &  magnanime.  Fuyez  la  moleffe,  le  fafte, 
la  profusion  ;  mettez  votre  gloire  dans  la  fimplicite  ; 
que  vos  vertus  &  vos  bonnes  aftions  foient  les  ornemens  de 
votre  perfonne  &  de  votre  palais  ;  qu’elles  foient  la  garde 
qui  vous  environne,  &  que  toutle  monde  apprenne  de  vous 
en  quoi  confifte  le  vrai  honneur.  N’oubliez  jamais  que 
les  rois  ne  regnent  point  pour  leur  propre  gloire, 
mais  pour  le  bien  des  peuples.  Les  biens  qu’ils  font,  s’e- 
tendent  jufque  dans  les  fiecles  les  plus  eloignes  :  les  ma'ux 
qu’ils  font,  fe  multiplient  de  generation  en  generation 
jufqu’a  la  pofterite  la  plus  reculee  :  Un  mauvais  negne 
fait  quelquefois  la  calamite  de  plufteurs  fiecles.  Sur- 
tout  foyez  en  garde  contre  votre  humeur.  C’eft  un  en- 
nemi  que  vous  porterez  par-tout  avec  vous  jufqu’a  la 
mort.  Il  entrera  dans  vos  confcils,  &  vous  trahira  ft 
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never  profited  by  the  fufferings  into  which  his  faults  have 
plunged  him?  You  like  your  father  have  filled  the  earth 
and  the  feas  with  your  diiaftrous  adventures.  Go,  you 
are  mow,  vyortby  trqali  iffiPKis.  fteps.  You  have  but  a 
jfhort  and^eagly  na&qgc  tbitHacaf  where  he  is  this  mo¬ 
ment  arrived";  affift  him  in  fight,  obey  him  like  the 
meanejL  W  example  to  others. 

He  will,  give  you  Antiope  for  your  wife,  and  you  will  be 
happy  with  her  ;  becaufe  you  fought  for  beauty  lefs  than 
for  vvifdom  and  virtue.  When  you  come  to  reign,  pUce 
all  your  glory  in  renewing  the  golden  age;  hear  every 
body  ;  believe  a  few  ;  be  fure  not  to  rely  too  much  on 
yourfelf ;  be  afraid  of  being  deceived,  but .  never  be 
afraid  to  let  others  fee  that  you  have  been  deceived;  love 
your  people,  and  ufe  all  means  of  wining  their  love. 
I? par  is  neceflary  when  love  is  wanting;  but,  like  the 
moft  violent  and  dangerous  medicines,  it  fhould  always 
be  ufed  with  relu&ance.  Always  confide r  at  a  diftance 
all  confequences  of  what  you  defign  to  undertake  ;~  be 
careful  to  forefee  the  moft  terrible  evils,  and  know  that 
true  courage  confifts  in  facing  and  deipifmg  dangers  when 
they  become  neceftary.  He  that  will  not  look  upon  them, 
has  not  courage  enough  to  bear  the  fight  of  them  with 
tranquility  i  he  who  furveys  them  all,  who  avoids  all 
thofe  which  may  be  avoided,  and  who  calmly  encounters 
the  reft,  he  alone  is  wife  and  magnanimous. .  Fly  luxury, 
pomp,  and  extravagance  ;  place  your  glory  in  fimplicity ; 
let  your  virtues  and  good  deeds  be  the  ornaments  of  your 
perlbn  and  palace;  let  them  be  the  guards  which  fur- 
round  you,  and  let  every  body  learn  of  you  wherein  true 
honour  confifts.  Never  forget  that  kings  do  not  reign 
for  their  own  glory,  but  for  the  good  of  their  people. 
The  good  which  they  do,  defeends  to  the  lateft  ages, 
the  evil-  which  they  do,  multiplies  from  generation  to 
generation  even  to  the  remoteft  poftenty  :  One  bad 
reign  is  often  the  caufe  of  ages  of  calamity.  Be  parti¬ 
cularly  upon  your  guard  againft  your  own  humour,  an 
enemy  which  you  will  carry  every  where  with  you  as  long 
as  you  live,  which  will  intrude  into  your  counfels,  and 
betray  you  if  you  liften  to  her.  Humour  makes  a  mart 
lofe  the  moft  important  opportunities  ;  Ihe  gives  him  the 
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vous  1  ecoutez.  L  humeur  fait  perdre  les  occafions  lss 
plus  importantes  ’  elle  donne  des  inclinations  &  des  aver- 
fions  d’ enfant  au  prejudice  des  plus  grands  interns  ;  elle 
fait  decider  les  plus  granaes  affaires  par  les  plus  petites 
raifons  ;  elle  obicurcit  tous  les  talens,  rabaiffe  le  courage, 
rend  un  homme  inegal,  foible,  vil  &  infupportable. 
Eefiez-vous  de  cet  ennemi.  Craignez  les  Dieux,  6  T6r 
lemaque  ;  cette  crainte.  eft  le  plus  grand  trefor  du  cceur 
de  l’homrne  :  avec  elle  vous  viendront  la  fageffe,  la  juf- 
tice,  la  paix,  la  joie,  les  purs  plaifirs,  la  vraie  liberte, 
la  douce  abondance,  &  la  gloire  fans  tache. 

Je  vous  quitte,  6  fils  d’Ulyffe  ;  mais  ma  fageffe  ne 
\ous  quittera  point,  pourvu  que  vous-fentiez  toujours  que 
vous  ne  pouvez  rien  fans  elle.  II  eft  terns  que  vous  ap- 
preniez  a  marcher  tout  feul.  Je  ne  me  fuis  feparee  de 
vous  en  Egypte  &  a  Salente,  que  , pour  vous  accoutumer 
a  etre  prive  de  cette  douceur,  comme  on  fevre  les  enfans, 
lorfqu’il  eft  terns  de  leur  oter  le  lait,  pour  leur  donner  des 
alimens  folides. 

A  peine  la  Deefle  eut  acheve  ce  difcours,  qu’elle  s’e- 
leva  dans  les  airs,  &  s’enveloppa  d’un  nuage  d’or  &  d’a*. 
zur,  ou  elle  difparut.  Telemaque  foupirant,  etonne  & 
hors  de  lui-meme,  fe  profterna  a  terre,  levant  les  mains 
au  ciel.  Puis  il  alia  eveiller  fes  compagnons,  fe  hata  de 
partir,  arriva  a  Ithaque,  &  Teconnut  fon  pere  chez  le  ft- 
dele  Eumee.  * 
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*greateft  concernments ;  fhe  caufes  his  moil  Weighty  af¬ 
fairs  to  be  decided  by  the  moll  trifling  reafons  ;  fhe  ob- 
fcures  his  talents,  debates  his  courage,  and  renders  him 
unequal,  weak,  mean  and  infupportable.  Be  jealous  of 
this  enemy.  And,  O  Telemachus,  fear  the  Gods  ;  this 
fear  is  the  greatefl  treafur cof  the  human  heart ;  it  comes 
attended  by  wifdom,  juftice,  peace,  joy,  unmixed  plea- 
fures,  real  liberty,  delightful  abundance,  and  fpotlefs 
glory. 

I  leave  you,  0  fon  of  Ulyfles ;  but  my  wifdom  lhall 
never  leave  you,  provided  you  are  always  fenfible  that  you 
can  do  nothing  without  it.  It  is  time  for  you  to  learn  to 
go  alone.  I  was  feparated  from  you  in  Egypt  and  at  Sa- 
lentum,  only  to  accuftom  you  to  live  without  me,  as 
children  are  weaned  when  it  is  time  to  take  their  milk 
from  them,  and  to  give  them  more  fubflantial  aliments. 

As  foon  as  the  Goddefs  had  ended  this  fpeech,  fhe 
fprung  up  into^the  air,  and  involved  herfelf  in  a  gold  and 
azure  cloud,  in  which  lhe  difappeared.  Telemachus 
fighing,  amazed  and  tranfported,  threw  himfelf  prof- 
trate  on  the  earth,  and  lifted  up  his  hands  to  heaven. 
He  afterwards  went  and  waked  his  companions,  depart¬ 
ed,  arrived  at  Ithaca,  and  found  his  father  in  the  houfe 
of  the  faithful  Eumaeus. 
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